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Welcome Back to School!
     I am thrilled to announce that our first day back to school is August 21, 2024, and we cannot
wait to see our classrooms full of students once again. The energy and excitement of a new
school year are unparalleled, and this year promises to be especially rewarding. Please take
advantage of the full calendar on page 11 as a “tear off” to keep posted, maybe on the fridge.
    Over the summer, we had an incredible turnout for our summer programs, with 113 elementary
students, 22 migrant students, and 42 secondary students engaged in outdoor education and 
re-learning essential knowledge and skills to thrive after graduation. A heartfelt thank you goes
out to all the educators who dedicated their time and expertise to support our students during
these months. Your efforts have made a significant impact, and we are deeply grateful.
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It takes a community to raise a child - Volunteer, please!
     I also want to extend an invitation to our entire community to get involved. There are numerous opportunities to support our
schools, from special events to volunteering. Just this past month, our athletic boosters organized a successful golf outing, and
community members contributed to various games, raising vital funds for our athletic programs. Additionally, we have coaching
and mentoring opportunities available, with more information provided on page 4 of this newsletter. It is incredibly rewarding to
meet with a student once a week as a mentor and it takes less than an hour each week of the school year.
     There are numerous ways to help out on a regular basis or for special events. We will always appreciate extra hands in the
concession stand or back stage helping with a performance, and every spring we have the opportunity for community members
to help support our graduates with a senior basket where you are invited to think outside the box. Toby Hutchins, board
president, and I decided on a unique gift for senior baskets this past year as we bought tickets to a professional soccer game in
Chicago for our seniors who won the conference championship this past year. Not the original plan, however, we ended up
taking the entire group, plus Coach Nev to the Chicago Fire game in July.

Equity in Advanced Courses
     At Fennville, we are deeply committed to equity and ensuring that every student has the opportunity to excel. There is an
unfortunate trend in other schools across our nation showing that diverse students are often underrepresented in advanced
courses. However, Fennville is proud to be an exception to this trend.
     Ten years ago, we had about 20 students in Advanced Placement (AP) courses. In the latest data release from the Civil Rights
Data Collection (2020-21), Fennville High School has doubled the number of students taking AP courses and also has a
representation of 53% Hispanic students, perfectly mirroring our school demographics. This remarkable growth is a testament to
our dedicated staff, supportive community, and hardworking students. There is likely not another school, or very few, in our
nation that can claim such incredible progress in advanced coursework.

What ways might you positively impact at least one student?   
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Home School Students may
now ENROLL in our Advanced
Courses and Performing Arts!
    In an effort to continue to increase
our enrollment in advanced courses,
we want to invite Home School
families to consider taking some 

Celebrating some milestones this past year   
    There is so much to celebrate in Fennville! In addition to our award-winning choir,
we are thrilled to recognize a 5th grade student at Fennville Elementary School
scoring a perfect score on her state math test. Our 8th grade math students also
showed incredible growth that it would be unfair to highlight just one individual. The
same can be said about our 102 graduates, but we would like to highlight a few of
their remarkable accomplishments. 
     Renato Recillas is enrolled in our Early College program and will be completing his
third year on campus at Lake MI College to finish his Associates in Art and Science
before going on to pursue a Bachelors in Political Science or Pre-Law. He is also
interning this summer with the City of Fennville to further his understanding of local
government and politics. Renato is pictured above in our Chamber Choir. The Early
College program is exceptional, allowing students to gain both a diploma and
Associates Degree by enrolling in Fennville High School for five years. 
     Jacob Williams is attending WyoTech for 15 months to get Automotive
Technology certifications, having already started classes early July. He gained
invaluable knowledge during his time at FHS and AAESA Vo-Tech for automotive.
Jacob was also a student-athlete who was featured in the Holland Sentinel for his
determination and toughness, showcased by wrestling and winning a match despite
breaking his arm, a toughness he attributes to his mom.
     Kallie Wyman and Natalie Wyman will be attending the University of Michigan.
Kallie is studying pre-pharmacy and was accepted into the highly selective Summer
Bridge Scholars program, where only 500 incoming freshmen are chosen to come to
campus early, take a class, and participate in programming to jumpstart their
success. Natalie is studying Exercise Science Pre-Physical Therapy. 
     In addition, Mr. Lombard and the Alumni Committee proudly inducted two new
members into our Distinguished Alumni Program: Mr. James Bellenger ('78), former
Department of Defense official, and the late Dr. Norma Hungerford ('50), former
professor in the School of Education at WMU. Their achievements are a testament to
the excellence that Fennville Public Schools fosters. You can read more about both
inductees on our newly launched website: www.fennville.org

     As we embark on this new school year, let's continue to work together to support
our students, celebrate our successes, and strive for excellence in all that we do. We
believe that collectively, we will cultivate academic excellence with a global
perspective in a community atmosphere. Welcome Back!

Best regards,

Dr. Greer

ADMINISTRATION
DR. DOUG GREER, SUPERINTENDENT
5 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3350

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BETH AYOTTE, PRINCIPAL
8 MEMORIAL DRIVE
K-2: 269-722-3900
3-5: 269-722-3850

MIDDLE SCHOOL
BRENT POTTS, PRINCIPAL
1 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3550

HIGH SCHOOL
ALBERT LOMBARD, PRINCIPAL
4 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3450

FENNVILLE ALTERNATIVE HIGH SCHOOL
JODI SCOVILL, SUCCESS COACH
5 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3580

TEACHING AND LEARNING
JESSICA GIERUCKI, DIRECTOR
5 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3350 

SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTION
DIRECTOR
5 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3350

ATHLETICS & COMMUNITY RECREATION
TONY STENNETT,  DIRECTOR
4 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3331

FOOD SERVICE
VALERIE WOHLWEND, DIRECTOR
5 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3363

OPERATIONS
DAN RASTALL, DIRECTOR
5 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3368

TRANSPORTATION
3 MEMORIAL DRIVE
269-722-3826

classes with Fennville Public Schools, such as: AP Government, Physics, 
AP Chemistry, Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus AB, Statistics, High School Band, and
Chamber Choir (by audition and featured above). Please contact our FHS Counselor,
Tara Coffindaffer (Tara.Coffindaffer@Fennville.org) for enrollment information and
additional offerings that might be available this school year. 

http://www.fennville.org/
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Volunteer Opportunities!
BE A MENTOR

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

PTO & PTSO

REC COACH

Our Elementary and Middle School 
Community Mentors create a supportive

atmosphere where students can build
meaningful relationships with a connected
adult. Mentors provide guidance, support,
encouragement, and friendship through 

30 minutes of games, activities, and
conversation.

Interested in being a mentor?
FES contact: Rebekah Hapke
rebekah.hapke@fennville.org

FMS contact: Allison Cox
allison.cox@fennville.org

The Blackhawk Athletic Boosters provide
financial support on the basis of need for all

Middle School and High School athletic teams,
including club sports.

Meetings are held the second Monday of each
month at 6pm in the HS Media Center.

Interested in getting involved?
Stop by a meeting or contact

fennvilleathleticboosters@gmail.com

Concession Stand Volunteers are
always welcome! 

Sign up link available at fennville.org

Coaching youth sports is a rewarding
experience. When kids have fun in sports, they
stay involved, team spirit soars and personal
performance improves. Coaches set the tone
for achieving that fun through caring, positive

communication, and well-structured skills
development in practices and games.

Interested in coaching?
Contact: tony.stennett@fennville.org or

angel.samp@fennville.org

More information on community recreation
sports can be found at rec.fennville.org

The Elementary PTO strives to connect
families with the school and staff at FES.

The Middle School PTSO is a group of caring
individuals working together to support

educators and bridge the gap between school
and home for FMS.

Interested in volunteering?
facebook.com/fennvillePTO

facebook.com/fennvillemsptso
fennvillemsptso@gmail.com

Contact our building administrative assistants or the Central Office
for additional ways to get involved at Fennville Public Schools!
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TO FENNVILLE!
WELCOME
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Not pictured at time of publication: 
Julia Moore - FHS Art Teacher
Olivia Nelson - FMS Specialized Instruction Teacher
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5th Grade Teacher
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We are thrilled to announce the launch of our
brand-new school website and app! 
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New
Website
& App.
FENNVILLE.ORG
Download the new Fennville Public Schools App

Our updated site now features a district website along with dedicated subsites for FES, FMS, FHS, and
Community Rec.
Our goal is to provide an enhanced user experience, making it easier for students, parents, and
community members to access important information and stay connected with our schools.
Highlights of the new site and app include:

Building-specific calendars along with a full district calendar: View and subscribe to just the ones
you want to see!
User-friendly navigation: Easily find the information you need.
Athletic calendars for each level and sport: View and subscribe to the teams you don’t want to
miss!
News feeds for each building: Stay updated with the latest happenings.
Pages for each grade level: Find important information tailored to each grade.
A dedicated page for student and parent resources: Access essential tools and information
easily.

We invite you to explore the new site and download the app today. Stay tuned for more updates and
features as we continue to improve your digital experience with us.

Visit our new website at fennville.org and download the app from the App Store or Google Play. 
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Welc
ome

Back!
August 19

4:00pm - 5:30pm
Orientation for PreK, Kindergarten,

6th Grade, 9th Grade

August 19
5:30pm - 7:00pm

Open House for all other grades

August 21 
First Day of School

No School 8/23, 8/30, 9/2

October 4
Homecoming Game 7pm

Supply lists can be found at
fennville.org under
student/parent resources
Breakfast & Lunch are offered to
all students at no cost
Contact the Transportation
Department if you need to update
your transportation information
269-722-3826

Mondays are NO LONGER
early release days
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Blackhawk athletics

GoFan Digital Tickets
(cash accepted at door)

Final Forms
Athletic Signup

@fennvilleathletics

Schedules are subject to
change, follow us on social
media and subscribe to the

athletic calendars on
fennville.org to stay up to date!

Fall Coaching Staff
V Football: Wendell Hughes, SR

V Assistant: Dan Rastall
JV Football: Dakota Maatman
JV Assistant: Andy Maatman

MS Football: OPEN
MS Assistant: Shawn Rivas

Football Assistants: Brian Rosema, 
Isaac Hopkins, Noah Menhart

V Soccer: Kyle Nevenzel
JV Soccer: Mark Gray

MS Soccer: Marco Bahena
V Cross Country: Alex Best

MS Cross Country: Michele Overweg
V Volleyball: Rebecca Hughes
JV Volleyball: Lauren Miller

F Volleyball:  OPEN
MS (7th) Volleyball: Morgan Winne
MS (8th) Volleyball: Kortny Scovill

MS Assistant: Casey Boeve
V Cheerleading: Carol Woldring

MS Cheerleading: Breanna Greiner
Cheerleading Assistant: Heather Malburg

@FennvilleHawks
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Stennett, a 2009 graduate of Fennville, makes his way back into familiar walls after several years working at the
collegiate level in various roles.
Most recently, he was the assistant men’s basketball coach at Wayland Baptist University, an NAIA school located in
Texas. While at WBU, he helped the Pioneers to 46 wins, back-to-back national tournament appearances, and being
ranked as high as 10th in the NAIA Coaches Poll. During his time with the Pioneers, they had their longest winning
streak since 1991. They had nine All-SAC award winners, an NAIA All-American, and three players sign with agents or
contracts to play overseas. In the classroom, the team boasted a GPA that was over 3.0 each semester.
He also had stops coaching at Lamar Community College (Colo.), Kansas Wesleyan University, and at Bethany College
(Kan.). In addition to coaching, Stennett worked as the Coordinator of Athletic Communication at Bethany, and he was
also the Assistant Director of Student Development his last two years at Kansas Wesleyan.
“We are so fortunate to have Coach Stennett join our Fennville administration team. He has a passion for students and
helping them thrive both in the arena and in the classroom,” said Dr. Greer, Fennville Public Schools Superintendent.
“As an experienced coach, he will also be able to support our coaches in growing professionally so that our athletic
teams can reach their full potential, not only on the score board, but more importantly, as ambassadors of Fennville
Public Schools.” 
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@fennvillecommunityrecreation

New Community Recreation Website!
www.rec.fennville.org

Program, Facility, &
Membership Information
Calendar of Events
Latest News & More!

“I want to thank Dr. Greer, Mr. Lombard,
and the rest of the hiring committee for
the opportunity to serve our students, the
school and the community of Fennville,”
said Stennett. “I am thrilled to be back at
the place which made such an impact on
me as a person, a student, and an athlete.
There is a tradition of excellence here, and
we are going to work tirelessly to live up
to that standard.”

We value your feedback
and ideas! Help us
improve the CAC &
Community Rec by taking
the recreation survey.
Scan the QR code or visit
rec.fennville.org
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2024 - 2025 District Calendar

Elementary School
Julie Cossey, Admin Assistant

269-722-3857
Rebekah Hapke, Admin Assistant

269-722-3856
M - F 7:45am - 2:45pm

Middle School
Deb Morse, Admin Assistant

269-722-3556
M - F 7:50am - 2:50pm

High School
Maria Rosas, Admin Assistant

269-722-3456
M - F 7:50am - 2:50pm

Event & Athletic Calendars can be found at fennville.org



Meeting Schedule
3rd Monday of each month at 7:00pm

Central Office Board Room
The public is invited to attend all Board of Education meetings.
All regular meetings are held in the Central Office Board Room
located at 5 Memorial Drive, Fennville. 
All Special Meetings and Work Sessions will be scheduled as
necessary. Upon request to the Superintendent, the District
shall make reasonable accommodations for a person with
disabilities to participate in these meetings.

Fir
st D

ay of School

August 21st

FENNVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

RESIDENTFennville Public Schools
5 Memorial Dr.

Fennville, MI 49408

Non-Profit Org
US Postage

Paid
Fennville, MI 49408

Permit No. 12

BOARD OF EDUCATION
President: Toby Hutchins
Vice President: Manny Sanchez
Secretary: Ross Thiele
Treasurer: Juliet Michele
Trustee: Paul Hapke
Trustee: Natalie Bosby
Trustee: Angie Pena-Smith

It’s a great day to be a Blackhawk!

Enroll Today!
FPS Central Office
5 Memorial Drive


