
 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

NWEA Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Growth Assessment 

What is MAP? 

MAP is a computer adaptive screening tool created by NWEA that students take three times per school 

year. The results provide teachers with information to help them deliver appropriate instruction for 

each student and to determine their academic growth and progress over time. 

What does it mean to be computer adaptive? 

Computer adaptive screening tools adjust to each student's learning level, providing a unique set of 

test questions based on their responses to previous questions. As a student responds to questions, the 

test responds to the student, adjusting up or down in difficulty. This feature contributes to reducing 

student stress and supports a positive experience. 

Why do we need MAP? 

Children learn better when teachers have a clear picture of what each student knows and what they 

are ready to learn next. MAP Growth will provide this information to parents and teachers three times 

a year. 

What does MAP measure? 

MAP is used to measure a student's performance in reading and mathematics at different times during 

the school year and reports their academic growth. 

Should I prepare my child for taking this screener? 

No, no special preparation is necessary in fact it is discouraged. MAP is intended to be an assessment 

tool that is used as part of the regular classroom routine to help teachers target instruction to meet 

students' academic needs. 

When will my child take MAP tests? 

The MAP assessments will be administered to students in the fall, winter and spring as part of our 

regular school program. This year, the fall screener sessions were administered in October, the winter 

session was given in January and February, and the spring assessment are projected for late May/early 

June administration.  

What information will I receive from my child's school? 

You will receive your child's Family Report, which displays the results of all your child’s MAP Grow 

assessments. 

Will MAP scores be used as criteria for any district programs or class placement? 

MAP scores will be used to measure a student's growth in reading and math and to inform parents and 

teachers of students’ progress for instructional decision making only. The results will not be used as 

entry criteria for specific courses or programs, with the exception of academic support services in 

reading and mathematics. Results will also be used to monitor the progress of students receiving 

intervention services.  



 



 


