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Welcome to the Dover Preschool Program

Dear Preschool Parents and Families,

Dover Public Schools is pleased to offer full-day preschool

to 3- and 4-year-old children in our community.

We offer a high-quality preschool experience that will

support your child's social, emotional, and academic

growth—academic growth that will lead to future success

in elementary school and beyond.

We encourage you to use and reference this handbook

throughout the school year. The information contained in

this handbook will shed light on your child's preschool

journey within the Dover Public Schools. We are very

excited to welcome you and your child to our preschool

family this year.



Dover Public Schools Mission and Vision

Working together as a community, our mission is to welcome all and

provide opportunities for our students in a safe and accepting learning

environment to become creative, empathetic, resilient and choosing to

make an impact.

Dover Public Schools Leadership

Luis Jaime, Interim Superintendent

Members of the Board of Education

Daniella Méndez, President

Kimberly Philips, Vice-President

Dr. Krista Seanor

Victoria Pinales

Tia Nutting

Scott Miller

Maria Solines

Debora Acevedo

Sandra Downs



Dover Preschool Contact Information

Bob Franks

Director of Preschool Education

(973) 989-2000 Ext. 6010

Kathy Aragón

Preschool Secretary

karagon@dover-nj.org

(973) 989-2000 Ext. 6000

Johanny Jiménez Bosch

Family Engagement Specialist

jjimenezbosch@dover-nj.org

(973) 989-2000 Ext. 6012

Crystal Quaglio

Preschool Nurse

cquaglio@dover-nj.org

(973) 989-2000 Ext. 6011

Preschool Website: https://preschool.dover-nj.org

X/Twitter Account:@DoverTigerCubs

mailto:karagon@dover-nj.org
mailto:jjimenezbosch@dover-nj.org
mailto:cquaglio@dover-nj.org


Preschool Curriculum

The Dover Preschool Program uses The Creative Curriculum. This

curriculum is a comprehensive, research-based curriculum that features

exploration and discovery as a way of learning, enabling children to develop

confidence, creativity, and lifelong critical thinking skills. It is designed to

help educators at all levels of experience plan and implement a

content-rich, developmentally appropriate program for children with

diverse backgrounds and skill levels. Teachers carefully monitor student

progress across 38 research-based objectives to enable a smooth transition

to Kindergarten.

Creative Curriculum Full Day Schedule

Arrival/Breakfast/Question of the day 30 minutes

Large Group 15-20 minutes

Choice Time 60 minutes

Clean Up Time 5 minutes

Small Group 15-20 minutes

Outdoor Time 30 minutes

Read Aloud 15 minutes

Lunch 30 minutes

Rest Time 60 minutes

Limited Choice Time 30 minutes

Large Group Round Up 10 minutes

End of Day 10 minutes

The schedule included here is a sample schedule that demonstrates

the activities our preschool students participate in daily.



In preschool, students will be able to learn about:

Reading Preparation

● Name Identification

● Color Identification

● Rhymes

● The Opposites

● Classifications

● Positional Words and Images

● Uppercase and Lowercase Letters

Math Preparation

● Identifying Shapes

● Identify Numbers 0-10

● Counting to 20

● Combine Sets

● Pattern Identification

Fine Motor Skills

● Manipulate puzzles

● Control of a pencil

● Scissors control

Gross Motor Skills

● Hop

● Jump

● Catch and Rebound the Ball

● Running Smoothly

● Keep the balance

Social Emotional

● School Routines

● Share/Take Turns

● Follow rules/directions -

Cooperation

Language/Listening

● Stories, Finger Play/Poems

● Daily Calendar

● Morning Message

● Responding to all of the above

Science

● Make informal observations about

air, water, plants, animals and

station changes

● Expand your skills to ask questions

Oral Language

● Make informal observations

about air, water, plants, animals,

and the changes of seasons

● Expand question-asking skills



Registration Requirements

The Dover Preschool Program is open to 3 and 4 year old children in

our community. Students must be 3 years old by October 1 of the

academic school year. To be eligible for registration and maintain

registration, all students must reside in Dover.

Dover Public Schools preschool students follow the public school

academic calendar. For your convenience, you can access the academic

calendar for the school year through this link:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZaQBlc3RjJRLLo_wmf_rktfxmG9EcFC

/view

Registration Process

To register your child for preschool, please visit the Dover Public Schools

website and download the Registration Packet through this link:

https://dover-nj.org/m/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=415957&type=d

Or use the following QR Code to access the Registration Packet:

After obtaining and completing the Registration Packet, you

will need to schedule an appointment with the Registration

Department.

If you have any questions or concerns about the registration

process, please contact:

José Cruz

Director of Student Registration and Support

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZaQBlc3RjJRLLo_wmf_rktfxmG9EcFC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vZaQBlc3RjJRLLo_wmf_rktfxmG9EcFC/view
https://dover-nj.org/m/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=415957&type=d


Email: jcruz@dover-nj.org

Phone: (973) 989-2000 ext. 5023

Doris Marulanda

Registration Assistant

Email: dmarulanda@dover-nj.org

Phone: (973) 989-2000 ext.5024

Preschool Sites and Locations

Dover Early Learning Center I

154 Mt. Pleasant Avenue

Rockaway, NJ 07801

(973) 989-2000 ext. 6000

Cornerstone Family Program

at DELC II

345 South Main Street

Wharton, NJ 07885

(973) 989-2000

ABC Growing Tree

271 Route 46

Mine Hill, NJ 07801

(973) 989-4141

Bridges to Learning

176 Route 46

Rockaway, NJ 07866

(973) 230-0448

Dover Childcare

50 North Morris Street

Dover, NJ 07801

(973) 366-0277

Head Start of Morris County

18 Thompson Avenue

Dover, NJ 07801

(973) 989-1244 ext. 203

Marigold Academy

1176 Route 10

Randolph, NJ 07869

(862)219-5734

Little Learners

659 Route 46 West

Kenvil, NJ 07847

Office: (973) 598-1515

Morris County Vo-Tech

400 East Main Street

Denville, NJ 07834

(973)627-4600 ext. 124

Primrose School

2A Middlebury Blvd

Randolph, NJ 07869

(973) 531-7743

Randolph YMCA

14 Dover Chester Road

Randolph, NJ 07869

(973) 583-4752

Upon registration, preschool students will enroll in the preschool site

closest to the elementary school they will attend in Kindergarten. This



action will facilitate the establishment

of friendships and a smooth transition to Kindergarten.

Transportation Information

Transportation will be provided for preschool students assigned to sites

requiring transportation. Preschool students will be assigned to their

preschool classroom locations on a “school near home” basis. This helps

facilitate the establishment of lasting friendships with classmates who

reside in your neighborhood and who will attend the same Dover

Elementary School in Kindergarten.

Bus routes will be assigned as follows:

● Students who live near Academy Street Elementary School will be

assigned to: Canfield Avenue School, Primrose School, or Education

Station.

● Students who live near East Dover Elementary School will be

assigned to: Morris County Vo-Tech, Bridges to Learning, or the

Randolph YMCA.

● Students who live near North Dover Elementary School will be

assigned to: ABC Growing Tree, Little Learners in Kenvil, or Dover

Early Learning Center (DELC).

● Head Start will be available to Dover families who meet Head Start

eligibility requirements. (There is no transportation to Head Start)

● Dover Childcare will be available for Dover families who prefer to

provide their own transportation.

Health, Wellness and Assistance Information

All preschool students will have height, weight, and vision screenings

throughout the year. Dental screening will also be available to all students

within the school year. Any parental consent required for these exams will

be shared and collected prior to the exams.



Immunizations (Vaccines):

All students attending the Dover Preschool Program must

meet the immunization requirements (including the flu

vaccine) set forth in N.J.A.C 8:57-4. For more information,

please visit the QR Code included here.

The overall purpose of New Jersey's School Immunization

requirements is to protect individuals, schools, and

communities from vaccine-preventable diseases. For

assistance in obtaining immunizations (shots) for your

child, please contact our preschool nurse, Crystal Quaglio, via email at:

cquaglio@dover-nj.org or by phone at (973) 989-2000 Ext. 6011.

Illnesses:

Please keep your child home from school if they experience any of the

following symptoms:

● Sickness during the night

● Fever is present of 100OF or higher

● The child must be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to school

without the use of fever-reducing medications.

● Development of rashes on the face and/or body

● Nausea, Vomiting or Diarrhea

● The child must be free of these symptoms for 24 hours before

returning to school.

● Any other reason that requires medical attention

Medical Conditions:

If your child has any health problems that the school should be aware of,

including asthma, food allergies, seizures, or diabetes, please contact the

school nurse. You and your child's doctor will need to complete action plans

for your child for school.



Medicine Administration:

In order for students with chronic health conditions and disabilities to

remain in school, medications may need to be administered during school

hours. Parents are encouraged to administer medications to children at

home whenever possible, as medications should be administered at school

only when necessary for the health and safety of students.

If your child requires medication during the school day, all medications

must be accompanied by written permission and instructions for

administration from the physician and parent.

All medications (prescription or non-prescription) must be brought to

school by the parent/guardian in the original container and properly

labeled with the student's name, the medication, the dosage, and the name

of the physician or health care provider.

Birthday Celebrations:

For the safety of students with food allergies, we encourage parents to

celebrate with non-food items such as stickers or goodie bags. If you choose

to send sharing items for birthdays, the food must be store-bought in

sealed, pre-packaged containers and contain an ingredient label. All foods

must be nut-free and cannot be made in a facility that manufactures foods

containing nut products.

Student Absences:

In the event that your child is absent from school due to illness, please call

the school and leave a message at your school's main office.

Attendance:

Student attendance is crucial to overall student success. To ensure that

students receive the maximum benefit from attending the Dover Preschool



Program, the following attendance procedures will be reinforced:

● Parents/guardians must notify the school and/or the child's teacher

each time a student is absent for any reason prior to the start of the

school day; and

● Families who have a pattern of excessive absences will be referred to

the Preschool Referral Intervention Team, Engagement Specialist,

and/or administrative team to jointly develop a support plan to

increase attendance.

Breakfast and Lunch:

All students will receive a free healthy breakfast and lunch as part of the

preschool day. If you do not wish to participate, please provide a healthy

lunch and snack for your child each day in a lunch box.

Support for Families

Parent Academy

As part of providing our preschool students and families with

comprehensive support, we will offer a series of sessions throughout the

school year for families as part of our Preschool Parent Academy. Sessions

will cover topics relevant to students/families in our Early Childhood

Education and Creative Curriculum program. We encourage families to

bring what children learn from school to home. Some of the topics that will

be covered throughout the school year are listed below:

- How to Transfer What They Learn

- Family Math Night

- The Importance of Reading

- Cooking is Important for Healthy Eating

- Transition to Kindergarten

If you have any suggestions for topics you would like to see covered,

please contact our Family Engagement Specialist, Ms. Johanny

Jiménez Bosch via email at: jjimenezbosch@dover-nj.org or by phone



at (973) 989-2000 Ext. 6012.

Community and Parent Engagement Specialist

(CPIS)/Family Engagement Specialist (FES)

Our Family and Engagement Specialist, Ms. Johanny Jiménez Bosch, will

provide support to families and be the connection to community resources

and support available in Dover. Ms. Jiménez Bosch will also improve family

participation in the preschool program.

Parent Resources

Early Childhood Resources-Recursos para la Infancia Temprana

Early Childhood Articles- Artículos sobre la Infancia Temprana

Morris County Resource List-Lista de Recursos del Condado de Morris

Dover Community Resource Centers- Centros de Recursos Comunitarios de

Dover

https://padlet.com/stanleys4/njieta-early-childhood-resources-c00ptwx9fc1845sr
https://challengingbehavior.org/implementation/family-engagement/#backpack
https://dover-nj.org/ourpages/auto/2022/7/26/53622310/Morris%20County%20Reosurce%20List%20.pdf?rnd=1658857569904
https://www.dover.nj.us/cn/webpage.cfm?tpid=18088

