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State Assessment - 2023

State Assessment of Academic Skills

South San Antonio ISD follows the test administration procedures established by TEA in the applicable test
administration materials. A superintendent shall be responsible for administering tests. 19 TAC 101.25, .27

State Testing Schedules

The commissioner shall specify the schedule for testing that follows Education Code 39.023(c-3) and
supports reliable and valid assessments. Participation in University Interscholastic League (UIL) area,
regional, or state competitions is prohibited on any days on which testing is scheduled between Monday
and Thursday of the school week in which the primary administration of assessment instruments occurs.

The commissioner may provide alternate dates for the administration of tests required for a high school
diploma to students who are migratory children and who are out of the state.

19TAC101.25

On request by a district, the commissioner may allow the district to administer an assessment instrument
on the first instructional day of a week if administering the assessment instrument on another instructional
day would result in a significant administrative burden due to specific local conditions. Education

Code 39.023(c-3)

Every student receiving instruction in the essential knowledge and skills shall take the appropriate criterion-
referenced assessments, as required by Education Code Chapter 39, Subchapter B [see Testing in Grades 3—
8, below]. Education Code 39.023(a), (c), (f); 19 TAC 101.5

A student may not receive a high school diploma until the student has performed satisfactorily on end-of-
course (EOC) assessment instruments [see End-of-Course Assessments, below]. Education Code 39.025(a);
19 TAC 101.4001

Alternate Test Dates

The commissioner shall consider requests from districts or campuses for alternate test dates on a
case-by-case basis. Alternate test dates will only be allowed if the campus or district is closed on
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the day on which testing is scheduled or if there is an exceptional circumstance, defined below,
that may affect a district's or campus's ability to administer an assessment or the students'
performance on the assessment.

"Exceptional circumstances" include:

1. Inclement weather or natural disasters that would cause a district or campus to be closed
or that would cause a small percentage of students to be in attendance on the day testing
is scheduled;

2. Health epidemics that result in a large number of students being absent on the day of
testing;

3. Death of a student or school official that may impact student performance; and
Sudden emergencies that occur on the day of testing or shortly before testing that may
inhibit students from completing the assessments, such as a fire on campus, a bomb threat,
an extended power outage, or a water main break.

If an alternate test date for primary test administration is approved, the commissioner may
prohibit a district or campus from participating in UIL competition on the new test date if that is
determined to be in the best interest of the district, campus, and students.

19TAC101.5003

Emergent Bilingual Students

In grades 3—12, an emergent bilingual student, as defined by Education Code Chapter 29, Subchapter B,
shall participate in the state assessment in accordance with commissioner rules at 19 Administrative Code
Chapter 101, Subchapter AA. Education Code 39.023(l), (m) [See EKBA]

Special Education

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall develop or adopt appropriate criterion-referenced alternative
assessment instruments to be administered to each student in a special education program for whom a
state assessment instrument adopted under Education Code 39.023(a), even with allowable
accommodations, would not provide an appropriate measure of student achievement, as determined by
the student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee, including assessment instruments
approved by the commissioner of education that measure growth. The assessment instruments developed
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or adopted, including the assessment instruments approved by the commissioner, must, to the extent
allowed under federal law, provide a district with options for the assessment of students.

TEA may not adopt a performance standard that indicates that a student's performance on the alternate
assessment does not meet standards if the lowest level of the assessment accurately represents the
student's developmental level as determined by the student's ARD committee.

The student's ARD committee shall determine whether any allowable modification is necessary in
administering to the student a required EOC assessment instrument under Education Code 39.023(c), and
whether the student is required to achieve satisfactory performance on an EOC assessment instrument to
receive a high school diploma. Education Code 39.023(b)—(c), .025(a-4)

Military Dependents
If the student is a military dependent, the district shall incorporate procedures to accept:

Exit or EOC exams required for graduation from the sending state;
National norm-referenced achievement tests; or
Alternative testing, in lieu of testing requirements for graduation in the receiving state.

e

The commissioner shall adopt a passing standard on one or more national norm-referenced
achievement tests for purposes of permitting a qualified military dependent to meet that standard
as a substitute for achieving a score on an assessment instrument otherwise required for
graduation. The passing standard is available only for a student who enrolls in a public school in this
state for the first time after completing the ninth grade or who reenrolls in a public school in this
state at or above the grade 10 level after an absence of at least two years from the public schools
of this state. Each passing standard in effect when a student first enrolls in a Texas public high
school remains applicable to the student for the duration of the student's high school enroliment,
regardless of any subsequent revision of the standard. Education Code 162.002 art. VIl [See EIF]

Substitute Passing Standard

The commissioner shall adopt a passing standard on one or more national norm-referenced achievement
tests for purposes of permitting a qualified military dependent to meet that standard as a substitute for
achieving a score on an assessment instrument otherwise required for graduation. The passing standard is
available only for a student who enrolls in a public school in this state for the first time after completing the
ninth grade or who reenrolls in a public school in this state at or above the grade 10 level after an absence
of at least two years from the public schools of this state. Each passing standard in effect when a student
first enrolls in a Texas public high school remains applicable to the student for the duration of the student's
high school enrollment, regardless of any subsequent revision of the standard. Education Code 162.002 art.
Vil [See EIF]
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Test Administration Training

District employee(s) responsible in the administration of the assessment instruments are required to attend
training. The district employee(s) who oversees test administration on a district campus may, with
discretion, require other district employees involved in the administration of assessment instruments to
repeat the training. Education Code 39.0304(a), (b-1)—(b-2)

Parent Notification

A superintendent shall be responsible for the following in order to provide timely and full notification of
graduation requirements:

1. Notifying each student and his or her parent or guardian in writing no later than the beginning of
the student's seventh-grade year of the testing requirements for graduation;

2. Notifying each student in grades 7-12 new to the district and his or her parent or guardian in
writing of the testing requirements for graduation; and

3. Notifying each student who shall take the tests required for graduation and his or her parent or
guardian, as well as out-of-school individuals, of the dates, times, and locations of testing.
19TAC 101.3012

Testing Grades 3-8

Except as provided below, all students, other than students who are assessed under Education
Code 39.023(b) (alternative assessment instrument) or 39.023(l) (emergent bilingual students) or exempted
under Education Code 39.027, shall be assessed in:

Mathematics, annually in grades 3-8;
Reading, annually in grades 3-8;
Social studies in grade §;

Science in grades 5 and 8; and

vk wN e

Any other subject and grade required by federal law. Education Code 39.023(a)

Exceptions

For purposes of federal accountability, a student shall not be administered a grade-level assessment if the
student:

1. Isenrolledin a course or subject intended for students above the student's enrolled grade level and
will be administered a grade-level assessment instrument developed under the list above that
aligns with the curriculum for that course or subject within the same content area; or
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2. lIsenrolledin a course for high school credit in a subject intended for students above the student's
enrolled grade level and will be administered an EOC assessment instrument that aligns with the
curriculum for that course or subject within the same content area.

For purposes of federal accountability, a grade 3—8 student who is accelerated in mathematics,
reading/language arts, or science and on schedule to complete the high school end-of-course assessments
in that same content area prior to high school shall be assessed at least once in high school with the ACT or
the SAT.

A student is only eligible to take an assessment instrument intended for use above the student's enrolled
grade if the student is on schedule to complete instruction in the entire curriculum for that subject during
the semester the assessment is administered.

A student in grade 5 or 8 described above may not be denied promotion on the basis of failure to perform
satisfactorily on an assessment instrument not required to be administered to the student.

Education Code 28.0211(o)—(p), 39.023(a-2); 19 TAC 101.3011(a)(1)—(4)
Accommodations

Testing accommodations are permitted for any student unless they would make a particular test invalid.
Decisions regarding testing accommodations shall take into consideration the needs of the student and the
accommodations the student routinely receives in classroom instruction. Permissible testing
accommodations shall be described in the appropriate test administration materials.

The committee established by a board to determine the placement of students with dyslexia or related
disorders shall determine whether any allowable modification is necessary in administering an assessment
to such a student.

A student's ARD committee shall determine the allowable accommodations and shall document them in the
student's individualized education program (IEP). [See Special Education, above]

End-of-Course Assessment

Students enrolled in a high school course for which an EOC assessment exists as required by Education
39.023(c) shall take the appropriate assessment. 19 TAC 101.3021(a)

TEA shall adopt EOC assessment instruments for secondary-level courses in Algebra |, biology, English I,
English I, and United States history. The Algebra | EOC assessment instrument must be administered with
the aid of technology but may include one or more parts that prohibit the use of technology. The English |
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and English Il EOC assessment instruments must each assess essential knowledge and skills in both reading
and writing and must provide a single score. A district shall comply with State Board of Education rules
regarding administration of the assessment instruments listed in this provision.

If a student is in a special education program, the student's ARD committee shall determine whether any
allowable modification is necessary in administering to the student an assessment instrument required
under this provision.

Substitute Assessments

The commissioner adopts certain assessments as substitute assessments that a student may use in place of
a corresponding EOC assessment to meet the student's assessment graduation requirements. A satisfactory
score on an approved assessment may be used in place of only one specific EOC assessment, except as
provided by 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(d)(1) (student who qualifies for use of the Texas Success
Initiative (TSI) as a substitute assessment and is enrolled in certain college preparatory courses).

A student at any grade level is eligible to use a substitute assessment as provided in the commissioner's
chart at 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(b) if the student:

1. Was administered an approved substitute assessment for an equivalent course in which the
student was enrolled;

2. Received a satisfactory score on the substitute assessment as determined by the commissioner and
provided in the chart at 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(b); and

3. Using a Texas Success Initiative Assessment (TSIA) or a Texas Success Initiative Assessment, Version
2.0 (TSIA2) also meets the additional criteria of 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(d).

TSI Additional Criteria

A student must meet the criteria established in 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(d) in order to qualify to
use TSIA or TSIA2 as a substitute assessment.

Special Education

A student receiving special education services is not subject to the IGC requirements in Education

Code 28.0258. As provided in 19 Administrative Code 89.1070 (Graduation Requirements) and 19
Administrative Code 101.3023 (Participation and Graduation Assessment Requirements for Students
Receiving Special Education Services), a student's ARD committee determines whether a student is required
to achieve satisfactory performance on an EOC assessment to graduate. [See EIF]
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A student dismissed from a special education program who achieved satisfactory performance on an
alternate EOC assessment while enrolled in a special education program is not required to take and achieve
satisfactory performance on the general EOC assessment to graduate. A student who took an EOC
assessment while enrolled in a special education program is not required to retake and achieve satisfactory
performance on the EOC assessment if the student's ARD committee determined that the student was not
required to achieve satisfactory performance on the EOC assessment to graduate. A student dismissed from
a special education program must achieve satisfactory performance on any remaining EOC assessments
that the student is required to take. If the student fails to achieve satisfactory performance on no more
than two of the remaining EOC assessments, the student is eligible for IGC review under Education

Code 28.0258 and is subject to the IGC provisions above. [See Individual Graduation Committee, above]
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