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Blue Ribbon Awards 2017

Congratulations!
We are pleased to recognize our Blue Ribbon Award winners for effective school communications and
public relations in 2017. The winners are listed below by school district.

= Alamance-Burlington School System (6 awards)
Bronze:
Excellence in Writing — Welcome Mat Op-Ed
Image and Graphic Design — Class of 2017 Scholarship Awards
Silver:
Excellence in Writing — Advocacy for Alamance Op-Ed
Expressing Appreciation for Teachers Op-Ed
Gold:
Excellence in Writing — Bold Leadership Op-Ed
Image and Graphic Design — Class of 2030

= Asheboro City Schools (5 awards)
Silver:
Excellence in Writing — Learning a New Language Sets the Stage for Student Success
Gold:
Excellence in Writing — Planning is the Key to Success
Digital Media Engagement — Adam Reeder Inspires All at ACS 2016 Convocation
Publications — 2016-2021 Strategic Plan
2015-2016 Annual Report to the Community

= Asheville City Schools (5 awards)

Bronze:

Photography — Friday Night Lights

Silver:

Excellence in Writing — Augmented Reality Turns Dirt into Asheville City’s Newest Touch Screens
Gold:

Photography — Solar Eclipse

Digital Media Engagement — #theACSway

Special Events and Programs — ACS Anti-Bullying Rally



= Buncombe County Schools (17 awards)
Silver:
Publications — BCS Advantage Magazine
Excellence in Writing — Weaverville Elementary Counselor Honored
Electronic Media — Buncombe Schools from the Sky
Gold:
Image and Graphic Design — Student Success Posters
Special Events and Programs — 2018 Teacher of the Year Banquet
Williams-Baldwin Teacher Campus Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Top Scholar Awards Banquet
Photography — First Day of School
Thursday Night Lights at Enka

Electronic Media — Everyday Heroes

Honoring our Veterans

Remote Evacuation

Enka High School — Proud to be a Jet

One Student at a Time

Preparing for Tomorrow

Senior Walk

Teacher of the Year 2018

= Burke County Public Schools (10 awards)
Bronze:
Publications — Burke County School and Family Magazine
District Strategic Plan 2017-2022
Electronic Media — Welcome Video
Drexel Students Talk Turkey
Photography — Last Day — Recreate First Day
Silver:
Excellence in Writing — Freedom Principal, East Burke AP Awarded by School System
Digital Media Engagement — Snapping with Students on Snapchat
Gold:
Photography — Backpack Giveaway
Excellence in Writing — Welding Class Sparks Interest at FHS
Digital Media Engagement — It’s Great to be Mitchell Greathouse

= Cabarrus County Schools (13 awards)
Silver:
Publications — Annual Report - Retrospective 2015-2016
Strategic Plan Brochure and Poster
Photography — Superintendent and Students on Bus
Marketing — Back to School Card
District Initiative: Program Choice
Gold:
Marketing — A Day @ Campaign
Photography — Special Olympics
Cox Mill High School Volleyball Champs



Digital Media Engagement — Social Media Live: A Holiday Wish
Social Media Live: State Double Header
Special Events and Programs — Marketing from Scratch
Youth Art Month Celebration
Image and Graphic Design — School Nutrition Program Branding

= Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (38 awards)
Bronze:
Excellence in Writing — Educating Her Palate
Inspiring at Home and Abroad
A Legacy of Skill and Determination
A Partnership Creates Opportunities for Students
A Year of Firsts
Class of 2017: Balancing Act
The Right Stuff
Learning in Motion
Dance Steps to Literacy
Help for Houston is on the Way
Moving into 21% Century Learning
Silver:
Excellence in Writing — Class of 2017: East Mecklenburg High’s “Change Maker”
Class of 2017: EMT-Certified and Career-Ready
Collinswood Honors Beloved Custodian
Celebrating and Preserving CMS Legacy
Class of 2017: Setting His Future in Motion
Principal of the Year Profiles
Teacher of the Year Profiles
It Pays to be an Apprentice
Publications — MyCMS: Intranet
CMS Insider
CMS Connections
Photography — Ready for Her Closeup
Dance Steps to Literacy
Special Events and Programs — Renaissance West STEAM Academy Dedication
Gold:
Excellence in Writing — Cracking the Code
A Montessori High School
Class of 2017: Rocky River High’s “Quiet Storm”
Special Events and Programs — A Celebration of Excellence
All in Campaign
I Am CMS Awards
Dorothy J. Vaughn Dedication
Roy Cooper Teacher Panel
Photography — Leonard and Cam
Heart of a Champion
Tapestry for Posterity
A Total Eclipse
It Is Rocket Science




» Chatham County Schools (6 awards)

Bronze:

Electronic Media — So Far, So Good — Learning 2" Grade
Silver:

Image and Graphic Design — DISC-O Swag Bag
Photography — Bailey Balancing Books, Ball

Gold:

Excellence in Writing — Student Achievement Series

Special Events and Programs — Distinguished Alumni Program

Digital Media Engagement — Making the Grade

= Cleveland County Schools (1 award)
Gold:
Special Events and Programs — Wooly No Bully

= Cumberland County Schools (8 awards)
Bronze:
Excellence in Writing — Cumberland County Schools Strengthen Their Quest
Silver:
Publications — 2016-2017 Points of Pride
Electronic Media — A View into Blended Learning
Holiday Video Card — “Twas the Day Before Winter Break”
Sprint 1 Million Project
Gold:
Electronic Media — Embracing the Vision
Special Events and Programs — CCS 2018 Principal of the Year Luncheon
Marketing — Collaborate. Compete. Succeed.

= Elizabeth City-Pasquotank Public Schools (2 awards)
Silver:

Special Events and Programs — ECPPS Parent Academy
Gold:

Special Events and Programs — ECP Backpacks

= Elkin City Schools (3 awards)
Silver:
Digital Media Engagement — Flight Over Elkin!
Image and Graphic Design — Elkin City Schools New Logo
70 Years of Academic Excellence Logo

= Gaston County Schools (8 awards)

Silver:

Publications — Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Image and Graphic Design — NCSPRA Fall Conference Materials



Digital Media Engagement — First Day of School: 800 Pictures in 60 Seconds
Electronic Media — Convocation 2017 Video
Gold:
Special Events and Programs — Pleasant Ridge Elementary Grand Opening
Electronic Media — American Education Week

Hunter Huss High School Career Academy

Teacher of the Year - Five Finalists

= Guilford County Schools (16 awards)
Bronze:
Publications — GCS Traditional Calendar and Parent Guide
Silver:
Electronic Media — Congratulations, Class of 2017
Teacher Supply Warehouse Promo
A Pre-K Holiday Poem
Ready for Back to School
Gold:
Marketing — GCS Values Volunteers: Recruit. Reorganize. Retain!
GCS Choice Showcase
Digital Media Engagement — 2017 GCS Graduations
Back to School 2017
Special Events and Programs — Celebration of Excellence
Superintendent’s Transition Team
A-May-Zing GCS
1% 100 Days
Excellence in Writing — Schools and the Economy: What’s the Real Return on Investment
Electronic Media — A Message 2 Die 4
Publications — 2016 Annual Report

= Harnett County Schools (3 awards)

Silver:

Photography — Open Up and Say Aaaahhhh!

Gold:

Photography - HCS Graduates

Special Events and Programs — Harnett Off Broadway 2017

= Henderson County Public Schools (7 awards)
Bronze:
Publications — Facts and Figures 2015-2016
Workplace Blunders — Employee Safety Communications
Gold:
Image and Graphic Design — HCPS District Maps
Excellence in Writing — SECU Brings Reality of Money to North
“Meals on the Bus” Press Releases
Photography — Henderson County Special Olympics
Special Events and Programs — Innovative High School Ribbon Cutting



» Hoke County Schools (9 awards)
Bronze:
Publications — Hoke Headline
Employee Handbook
Electronic Media — Redefining Ready
Silver:
Electronic Media — Game of Drones
Digital Media Engagement — Hoke County Schools Homepage
Celebrating a Century of Service
Gold:
Digital Media Engagement — Journey to Carnegie Hall
Photography — College Ready
Special Events and Programs — 2017 Convocation

= Iredell-Statesville Schools (2 awards)

Gold:

Marketing — Mobile Marketing

Special Events and Programs — One Song, One School System

= Johnston County Public Schools (7 awards)

Silver:

Publications — Superintendent’s Annual Report

Excellence in Writing — Superintendent Journeys 200 Miles to Welcome Students
Image and Graphic Design — Innovation Academy at South Campus Logo
Electronic Media — Christmas Card 2016

Gold:

Electronic Media — JoCo 2020: The Future Begins Now

Digital Media Engagement — A Message from the Superintendent

Special Events and Programs — JCPS Convocation 2017

= Kannapolis City Schools (4 awards)

Silver:

Electronic Media — Convocation Video — The Best is Yet to Come
Digital Media Engagement — State Farm Grant Social Media Campaign
Gold:

Digital Media Engagement — Friday Photo Galleries

Marketing — KCS Communication Plan: A Year of Change

= Lee County Schools (1 award)
Bronze:
Publications — INSPIRED: LCS Digital Digest



= Lenoir County Public Schools (3 awards)

Silver:

Image and Graphic Design — Career Pathways, Digital Learning & CTE

Gold:

Digital Media Engagement — Flood Stories: Seeing ‘the good come out in people’
Photography — When Everyday is Everyday Again

= Mount Airy City Schools (1 award)
Bronze:
Publications — 2017-2018 Parent & Family Calendar

= Nash-Rocky Mount Public Schools (17 awards)

Bronze:

Publications — Sounding Board Newsletter
NRMPS Marketing Card

Silver:

Electronic Media — Teacher of the Year Video

Principal of the Year Video

Photography — Board Members Caroling

#WeDoltForTheKids

Gold:
Photography — Maestro Superintendent
Cutz for Kingz — Principal Alston & Student
Electronic Media — STEP Video
ZaNia’s Buddy Bench
NRMPS Commercial
Special Events and Programs — Soup with the Superintendent
Evening of Academic Excellence
2017 Teacher & Principal of the Year Banquet
Digital Media Engagement — NRMPS Facebook Page
#NRMPSProud
Back to School Resources

= New Hanover County Schools (12 awards)
Bronze:
Marketing — Community Partnerships Marketing Campaign
Publications — Board Highlights Newsletter — June 2017
District Marketing Brochure
Silver:
Excellence in Writing — Meet Kari Larsen: NHCS’ E-Academy Star Student
New School Spotlight: SEA-Tech
Photography — Parsley Fun Day
Gregory @ Aquarium
Be Excited About Reading
Digital Media Engagement — Superintendent’s Blog
Electronic Media — Diversity Matters




First Day of School Video
Gold:
Special Events and Programs — Hoggard Ribbon-Cutting and Dedication

= Newton-Conover City Schools (11 awards)

Bronze:

Excellence in Writing — Newton-Conover Schools Have Another
Record-Breaking Year

Special Events and Programs — The Red Blazer Awards

Publications — Chamber of Commerce Marketing Brochure

Silver:

Special Events and Programs — NCCS Parent U

Photography — Anything Can Happen

Digital Media Engagement — #WeAreNCCS Flipgrid Social Testimonials

Image and Graphic Design — Drivers Ed Car Wrap Contest

Gold:

Digital Media Engagement — Teacher Feature Social Media Campaign

Publications — NBCT Pop-Up Banners

Electronic Media — Student-Centered Innovation

Image and Graphic Design — District Profile Lookback

= Onslow County Schools (8 awards)

Bronze:

Electronic Media — Automotive Collision and Repair Grant
Parkwood Elementary — A Habit of Mine
Bright Ideas Showcase of Grants

Silver:

Electronic Media — Elementary Science Olympiad

Gold:

Electronic Media — State of the Community Program
Elementary Math Counts 2017
Big Thoughts from Little Kids

Photography — Shell Yeah!

= Orange County Schools (9 awards)
Bronze:
Publications — Kids Camp Information Booklet

2017-2018 Fiscal Year Final Budget
Image — OCS Summer Camp T-Shirt Logo
Silver:
Image and Graphic Design — Superintendent Bus Tour
Special Events and Programs — 2017 OCS Kickoff
Excellence in Writing — Hurricane Matthew Relief Postscript
Gold:
Digital Media Engagement — | (heart) Public Education Social Media Campaign
Excellence in Writing — Statement Against Symbols of Hate

Equal Access to Public Schools — Immigrant Status



= Public Schools of Robeson County (13 awards)
Bronze:
Excellence in Writing — Students Challenged by Building Computers
Silver:
Marketing — Back to School Celebration 2017 Marketing Campaign
Photography — “Hairspray” in All Its Splendor
Robeson Early College Watches Eclipse
Special Events and Programs — Bus Drivers Recognized for Rescue Effort
Gold:
Photography — East Robeson Primary Color Run
Victory Medallion for West Lumberton
Special Events and Programs — Very Special Arts
Project Graduation
PSRC Caring and Sharing Event
Back to School Celebration
Digital Media Engagement — PSRC — Vital Link After Hurricane
Electronic Media — All About Heart

= Rowan-Salisbury School System (7 awards)
Silver:
Photography — Happy Faces
Let Me Show You My Work
Excellence in Writing — Yard Signs “Surprise” Students, Parents, Neighbors
Marketing — Community School Visits — 2016-2017 School Year
Gold:
Marketing — An Extraordinary Reader Lives Here — Yard Signs
Special Events and Programs — “Celebrations” — Board of Education Monthly Meetings
Digital Media Engagement — Rowan-Salisbury Schools District Website

= Stokes County Schools (1 award)
Gold:
Digital Media Engagement — SCS Superintendent Creates Songs to Announce School Closings

= Surry County Schools (7 awards)

Bronze:

Electronic Media — Promise 4 All — Next Generation High School

Publications — Mobile App and Tip Line Flyer

Silver:

Publications — Annual Report 2015-2016 — One Voice

Marketing — Our School Nutrition Staff is the Best!

Gold:

Image and Graphic Design — SCS Employee of the Month

Special Events and Programs — SCS Convocation 2017 - #Promise4ALL
WE HAVE RAISED THE SCORE!



= Transylvania County Schools (5 awards)

Bronze:

Electronic Media — How Do You Raise a Rosman Tiger
Teacher of the Year Videos

Silver:

Photography — Rosman @ Brevard — County Schools Face Off

Gold:

Digital Media Engagement — BHS Principal Rocks the Drums
Electronic Media — Love the Bus 2017

= Union Academy (7 awards)
Bronze:
Excellence in Writing: UA Family Reunion: Year of the Eclipst
Silver:
Publications — News from the Nest
Gold:
Excellence in Writing — UA Students “Go Green” with Experiential Learning
Special Events and Programs — Graduation/Class of 2017
UA Eclipse
Photography — Union Academy Graduation — Class of 2017
Digital Media Engagement — 20" Day of School

= Union County Public Schools (15 awards)
Silver:
Digital Media Engagement — UCPS Twitter Chat
Excellence in Writing — UCPS Math Tutor
Photography — In Love with Buster The Bus
Image and Graphic Design — UCPS Strategic Plan
Gold:
Excellence in Writing — Health Sciences Academy at Monroe Middle
Photography — This UCPS Grad Has a Bright Future
Image and Graphic Design — High School Options
Marketing — Health Sciences Academy at Monroe Middle
#UCPSGrads
Publications — UCPS Annual Review
UCPS Snapshots

Special Events and Programs — Books and Brackets

Hour of Code

Read with U

2017 Love the Bus

= Warren County Schools (5 awards)

Bronze:

Publications — The Discourse — March 2017
Excellence in Writing — An Afternoon with Jay Bailey



Silver:

Excellence in Writing — Firefighter Saves Lives, Gives Smiles

Gold:

Photography — AFJROTC at the State Fair

Image and Graphic Design — School Uniform and Dress Code Policy

= Wayne County Public Schools (1 award)
Silver:
Electronic Media: Coach’s Corner

= Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools (13 awards)
Bronze:
Publications — High School Registration Handbook
Silver:
Excellence in Writing — Gibson Teacher Assistant: One Special Lady
Image and Graphic Design — Magnet Programs 2018
WS/FCS Student-Parent Handbook 2017-18

Marketing — Every Student Succeeds! The WS/FCS Core Values
Electronic Media — Mineral Springs PBIS

2Day with Dr. Beverly Emory
Gold:
Electronic Media — WSFCS Orientation

Believe in Us

Core Beliefs Summit

NC School Bus Evacuation

WSFCS Bond Package — Safety

Pre-K at Easton



s BEST OF THE BEST Awards

One Gold Award winner in each category was chosen by our judges as the most outstanding entry for
the category. That entry receives the Best of the Best Award to distinguish the entry as the overall
winner for the category.

The recipients of the Best of the Best Awards for 2017 are:

= Digital Media Engagement
Stokes County Schools — SCS Superintendent Creates Songs to Announce School Closings

Judge’s Comments: Outstanding use of digital media for wonderful community engagement. Kudos
to the superintendent for his creativity and courage. You successfully leveraged a powerful
communication tool to share information, humanize a school district, and connect with your community.

» Electronic Media
Public Schools of Robeson County — All About Heart

Judge’s Comments: Great combination of securing coverage outside electronics is what put your
district over the top. This is a powerful story that truly shows what happens with community support and
how relationships are built outside of the school walls.

= Excellence in Writing

Alamance-Burlington School System — Bold Leadership Op-Ed

Judge’s Comments: This is a challenging, thought-provoking article. It is well conceived, researched,
and written. This should be the standard for all districts to use when looking to the future.

» Image and Graphic Design

Buncombe County Schools — Student Success Posters

Judge’s Comments: We love the billboards. This is a medium that is often overlooked, but one that
has the potential to influence thousands. Great job!

» Marketing

Kannapolis City Schools — KCS Communication Plan: A Year of Change

Judge’s Comments: Excellent plan and execution of complex and challenging projects. Face-to-face
communication with a social media connection was a great blend and very successful.



= Photography
Nash-Rocky Mount Public Schools — Cutz for Kingz — Principal Alston and Student

Judge’s Comments: Great shot — the composition and lighting are good. The facial expressions tell the
story.

= Publications
Guilford County Schools — 2016 Annual Report

Judge’s Comments: \WWonderful publication. Love the cover! Content is very informational and
presented in an easy-to-read format. Great use of pictures. Well done!

= Special Events and Programs
Union County Public Schools — Books and Brackets

Judge’s Comments: This is awesome and very well planned and implemented. Using a sports theme
to get students reading is a great concept. The entire program and event were so detailed and organized
— it will have a lasting influence on the students.



