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North Carolina School Public Relations Association
Congratulations to our Blue Ribbon Award winners for 2015!

A total of 229 awards were presented to 37 school districts during the Blue Ribbon Awards
Brunch on Friday, January 29, 2016 at the O. Henry Hotel in Greensboro.

Awards were presented in eight categories -- and new this year are the Gold, Silver, and Bronze
award levels and the Best of the Best Awards.

A Blue Ribbon Award is the highest honor a school district can receive from the North Carolina
School Public Relations Association. The awards represent excellence in school
communications and public relations for 2015.

All award entries were judged by the Board of Directors for the Georgia School Public Relations
Association.

Here are our award winners for 2015 listed by school district:

Alamance-Burlington School System (4 awards)
Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - 2015-2016 Superintendent’s Budget Request
» Photography - “I Am College Bound” photo series (Judge'’s comment: Great, powerful,
positive message. Nice diversity.”)

Silver:
» Publications - “We Win” Series

Gold:

» Publications - “Legacy” Series: Posters featuring successful graduates
(Judge’s comment: “Great Idea! Well thought-out and beautifully executed.”)



Asheville City Schools (4 awards)
Silver:
» Publications - Envision Yourself - Making a Difference

Gold:

» Electronic Media - Why | Teach

» Electronic Media - We Value Our Teachers

» Electronic Media - Come to School with Us (Judge's comment: “What a great video for such
an important transitional time! Enjoyed the interviews and imagery. Should definitely help
parents/students. )

Buncombe County Schools (3 awards)
Bronze:
» Special Events/Programs - Teacher of the Year Banquet and District Winners Video

Gold:

» Electronic Media - No Finer Place Than Buncombe County (Judge’s comment: “Great
commercial. Leaves the audience wanting to know more. Great use of high-profile individuals to
reinforce your school system.”)

» Marketing - 2015-2016 Testimonial Campaign

Burke County Schools (3 awards)

Silver:

» Marketing - New Logo and Tagline Launch and Campaign

» Publications - Burke County School and Family Magazine (Judge's comment: “Colorful and
professional.”)

Gold:
» Publications - BCPS Report to the Community

Cabarrus County Schools (8 awards)

Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - Instagram Launch
» Publications - Graduation Poster

Silver:

» Digital Media Engagement - Graduation 2015 (Judge’s comment: “Excellent Use of Social
Media to share a special moment for students. Great photos - they tell a story.”)

» Digital Media Engagement - Back-to-School 2015-2016

» Marketing - New Superintendent Announcement/Introduction

» Marketing - “Listening with Lowder:” Community Feedback Sessions



Gold:
» Image/Graphic Design - Images for Student Breaks
» Publications - “Excellence Shared” - CCS Annual Report

(Judge’s comment: “Great design. Strong, consistent, good photos, great white space.
Beautiful!”

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (6 awards)
Bronze:
» Excellence in Writing - A New School Steeped in History

Silver:

» Excellence in Writing - Students are Why She Comes to Work
» Publications - CMS Bookmarks

» Digital Media Engagement - #CMSummer

Gold:

» Publications - The CMS Insider - (Judge’s comment: Lots of valuable content and good
photos. Impressive readership increase”)

» Special Events/Programs - The “I am CMS” Awards Program (Judge’s comment.: “Great
program! Puts a true face on the district. Creates pride. Love the t-shirts for all to see and
publicity for individual workers.”)

Clinton City Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
» Publications - “Who We Are” Recruiting Brochure

Silver:
» Image/Graphic Design - 2015 Quick Facts Card (Judge’s comment: “A very effective way to
get your story out in the community. Lots of conversation starters... very inviting.”)

Craven County Schools (3 awards)

Silver:

» Digital Media Engagement - Sign of the Times - Social Media

» Special Events and Programs - All-Academic Team Banquet 2015

Gold:
» Electronic Media - Welcome Back to School 2015-2016 (Judge’s comment: “Really a moving
video. We can see why it made an impact on teachers.”)




Cumberland County Schools (9 awards)
Bronze:

» Photography - Computer Refurbishment Day
» Publications - The Superintendent’s Update

Silver:

» Electronic Media - Get Connected (TV Show - Special Edition)
» Marketing - Mentoring Works

» Photography - Earth Day 2015

» Publications - 2014-2015 Points of Pride

Gold:

» Marketing - Every Minute Counts

» Marketing - CCS Work Perks Program (Judge’s comment: “Great idea! Unique way to
support local businesses and employees. Builds great positive energy.”)

» Special Events and Programs - 2015 Principal of the Year Brunch: Mirrors Into Windows
(Judge’s comment: What an excellent and beautifully presented event. Great partnerships
showing evidence of appreciation for school leaders. Theme hits the mark and media follow-up
is superb.”)

Elkin City Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
» Electronic Media - Elkin City Schools Video

Gold:

» Special Events and Programs - 100th Anniversary of Elkin Graded School: 1915-2015
(Judge’s comment: “Great job! The event-specific logo is an especially nice touch. Looks like
you covered all the bases and made this a true community event.”)

Franklin County Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
» Digital Media Engagement - Connecting With Our Community Through Facebook

Gold:
» Electronic Media - Moving Forward (Judge’s comment: “The photos were perfectly placed.
Music was great. We would be inspired if we were in the district. Great quality photos!”)




Gaston County Schools (10 awards)
Bronze:
» Digital Media Engagement - Star Teacher-Star Student Awards

Silver:

» Electronic Media - “Thank You to Teachers” Convocation Video
» Electronic Media - GCS Quick Clip Videos

» Photography - School Lunch Week: A Collection of Pictures

» Publications - Information Guide and Student Code of Conduct
» Publications - AppleBits Newsletter

Gold:

» Electronic Media - Gaston Early College High School Promotional Video (Judge’s comment:
“Great promotion. The students seem motivated and the program seems interesting. Inviting
execution!”)

» Excellence in Writing - Gift of Education Transforms a Teacher’s Life

» Publications - Gaston County Schools: Report to the Community

(Judge’s comment: “Great layout, well-organized. Especially liked the year in review.”)

» Special Events and Programs - “Nickels 4 Neighbors” Fundraising Program

Guilford County Schools (19 awards)

Bronze:

» Excellence in Writing - Service Learning Summit Welcome

» Special Events and Programs - Guilford Parent Academy’s Mini-grant Program through Cone
Health

Silver:

» Electronic Media - Little Free Libraries

» Excellence in Writing - Helping African-American Males Helps All
» Excellence in Writing - Possibilities are Limitless for GCS Students
» Marketing - GCS Choice Showcase

» Special Events and Programs - State of Our Schools 2015

Gold:

» Electronic Media - Andrews Aviation Interns (Judge’s comment: “Dynamic presentation. This
should be used as a marketing tool for sure. What a great way to excite the community about a
unique career.”)

» Electronic Media - Congratulations Graduates

» Electronic Media - Celebration of Excellence Red Carpet Show

» Electronic Media - Guilford Parent Academy Overview

» Electronic Media - “GCS Reads 20 - Make It Count!”

» Publications - GCS Annual Report




» Publications - Guilford Parent Academy End-of-Year Report (Judge'’s comment: “Beautiful ...
Guilford always creates a great experience for the audience.”)

» Publications - GCS Choice Showcase Newspaper Insert

» Special Events and Programs - “Say Yes Guilford” Launch (Judge’s comment: “Graphics are
great... Huge impact. Well-planned, thought-out and executed.”)

» Special Events and Programs - Guilford Parent Academy’s 2015 Parent Engagement
Conference

» Special Events and Programs - Celebration of Excellence 2015

» Special Events and Programs - Guilford Parent Academy’s Holiday Reading with Curious
George

Harnett County Schools (2 awards)

Silver:

» Photography - Daddy’s Home

» Special Events and Programs - Seuss-isms of VVolunteering - A Training and Breakfast
(Judge’s comment: “Love the fun and unique theme running through the event. PowerPoint is
excellent. Clearly effective in increasing volunteer numbers.”)

Henderson County Public Schools (3 awards)

Silver:

» Excellence in Writing - Returning a Legacy to the Living
» Publications - HCPS Life - Summer 2015

Gold:

» Digital Media Engagement - #HCPSsnow Photo Campaign

(Judge’s comment: Outstanding creative idea for a positive use of Twitter. Excellent vehicle to
engage parents and community. This idea worth stealing!”)

Hickory Public Schools (11 awards)

Bronze:

» Excellence in Writing - Hickory’s Hooks Awarded Full Ride to UNC-Asheville

» Excellence in Writing - Laurie Ferguson - Rotary’s 2015 Wilmer Jenkins Teacher of the Year
» Excellence in Writing - HPS Educator Authors Children’s Books

» Excellence in Writing - Northview’s Dischiavi Wins HPS Principal of the Year

» Excellence in Writing - McKinnon Announced as HPS 2015 Teacher of the Year

Silver:
» Excellence in Writing - Hickory’s Finley to Play Tennis for UNC-Asheville
» Excellence in Writing - Hickory High Head Football Coach Announced



» Excellence in Writing - HHS Senior to Perform in Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade (Judge’s
comment: “Good student-centered piece that tells an effective story efficiently and with great
attention to detail. Well done!”)

» Excellence in Writing - HHS “Student of the Year” Aims for Sports Broadcasting

Gold:

» Excellence in Writing - Dreams Can Come True (Judge’s comment: “Inspirational profile of
an outstanding student/former student and community member. Well-written. )

» Excellence in Writing - The Notable Nine Achieve Excellence

Hoke County Schools (12 awards)

Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - Black History Month
» Excellence in Writing - Convocation Speech

» Marketing - Communication Plan for A-F Grading
» Publications - Digital Newsletter

» Publications - Team Hoke Brochure

» Publications - Friday News

» Special Events and Programs - Spring Banquet

Silver:

» Marketing - EOG/EOC Campaign (Judge’s comment: “Nice campaign; good involvement of
the community. Colorful, eye-catching graphics.”)

» Photography - College Ready

» Special Events and Programs - Convocation

Gold:
» Special Events and Programs - Back to School Event (Judge’s comment: “Great way to start
the year and what an impact in terms of numbers. Well-branded - love that students carry the

backpacks throughout the year.”)
» Special Events and Programs - Energy Performance Contract Media Events

Johnston County Schools (4 awards)
Bronze:

» Electronic Media - Christmas Card 2014
» Electronic Media - Did You Know 2015

Gold:

» Photography - JCS Veteran’s Day Ceremony (Judge’s comment: “Clear, consistent. Good
messaging. Great capture of expressions. Collection of pride and patriotism.”)

» Special Events and Programs - JCS Veteran’s Day Ceremony



Kannapolis City Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
»Digital Media Engagement - KCS Announces Superintendent Change

Silver:
»Publications - KCS Fast Facts (Judge's comment: “Well-organized, clean design.”)

Lenoir County Public Schools (3 awards)

Bronze:

» Excellence in Writing - Wrong Equation Yields Wrong Answer on School Letter Grades
» Marketing - iLCPS Marketing/Communications

Gold:

» Photography - 2015 Graduations (Judge’s comment: “Great diversity. Positive message.
Perfect angle. Great capture of right moments and expressions. Lighting, expression, positivity,
emotion, triumph.”)

Mount Airy City Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
» Marketing - Language Leaders at Tharrington Primary - Marketing Plan

Gold:

» Special Events and Programs - Community Night - January 2015 (Judge’s comment: “Great
event! Very impressive turnout relative to district’s size. Looks like you covered all the bases and
brought the community in at all levels. Nice to see social media integration as well.”)

Nash-Rocky Mount Public Schools (11 awards)

Bronze:

» Electronic Media - Coopers - A Community Like No Other
» Electronic Media - Governor’s School

» Electronic Media - Did you Know? Superintendent Search
» Publications - Outstanding Educators

Silver:

» Electronic Media - Did you Know? Inclement Weather Episode

» Publications - Sounding Board Newsletter (Judge’s comment: “Good use of technology for
timely communication.”)

Gold:

» Electronic Media - Rocky Mount High School Sportsmanship Video (Judge'’s comment: “This
should be replicated across all schools everywhere. Be proud of this product.”)

» Electronic Media - Outstanding Student - Joseph Cook



» Publications - At A Glance

» Special Events and Programs - Evening of Academic Excellence

» Special Events and Programs - 2015 Teacher and Principal of the Year Banquet (Judge'’s
comment: “Thorough job of telling the story. Emphasis where it should be - on the honorees.
Love the smiling, shining faces. The pride you have in Nash-Rocky Mount Schools is evident.”)

New Hanover County Schools (9 awards)

Bronze:

» Electronic Media - 2015-2016 Back to School Video

» Publications - 2015-2016 Directory

» Publications - PR Coordinator Calendar

» Publications - Facts 2015 (Judge’s comment: “Love the blue. Very professional look.”)
»Special Events and Programs - Customer Service Training

Silver:

» Electronic Media - Minute of News (Judge'’s comment: “Good information in a quick
format.”)

» Photography - Class of 2015

» Publications - WAVES - electronic employee newsletter (Judge’s comment: “Lots of good
information. Encourages sense of value to employees.”)

» Publications - Excellence Awards - Educator of the Year Poster

Onslow County Schools (11 awards)

Bronze:

» Electronic Media - Why | Teach (Series)

» Electronic Media - Highlights from the Retirement Reception - Retirement Explained by Kids
(Judge’s comment: “Cute idea! Kids were the stars by far.”)

» Publications - Onslow Connection

» Publications - Instructional Friday Focus

Silver:

» Electronic Media - The Learning Curve (Series)

» Photography - Is It Moving?

» Publications - Why a 1:1 District Rollout is About More Than Devices and Software

Gold:

» Electronic Media - CTE - Why Not CTE?

» Photography - Goal 4 - Our Future

» Photography - Proud to be 1:1 (Judge’s comment: Students look excited about learning. Good
composition, authentic expressions.”)

» Publications - Teach Like You Tweet (Judge’s comment: “Comprehensive, well-written article
on an exciting concept. Well done!”)



Orange County Schools (4 awards)

Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - Orange County Schools website: orangecountyfirst.com (Judge’s
comment: “User-friendly. Great use of photos. Good design concept.”)

» Special Events and Programs - OCS Honors National Principals Month 2015

Silver:
» Publications - OCS Human Resources Newsletter

Gold:
» Image/Graphic Design - First Choice for Families Magnet Cards (Judge’s comment: “Nice
design. Distinctive. Keeps the brand front and center ... sends message of excellence.”)

Pitt County Schools (4 awards)
Bronze:
» Publications - Inspire Magazine

Silver:

» Publications - Faces of Pitt County Schools

»Special Events and Programs - Pitt County Education Network Luncheon (Judge’s comment:
“Great idea to connect teachers directly with business and community leaders.”)

Gold:
» Electronic Media - Pitt County Schools Promotional Video (Judge’s comment: “Hands down a
great video! Outstanding job all the way around.”)

Richmond County Schools (8 awards)

Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - Richmond County Schools Social Media
» Publications - 2015-16 Calendar and Handbook

Silver:
» Electronic Media - Richmond County Schools’ Teacher of the Year
» Special Events and Programs - RCS Celebrates World School Milk Day

Gold:

» Excellence In Writing - Early College Graduate Turns Love of Digital Creations Into 3D
Systems Career (Judge’s comment: “It strikes a chord with the reader - makes them want to
know more.”)

» Photography - There’s No Stopping the Richmond Raiders (Judge’s comment: “Great
interaction. Captured quality action. Telling ‘complete’ story of the football game.”)

» Photography - More Than Just A Moment

» Special Events and Programs - Stuff the Bus



Public Schools of Robeson County (10 awards)

Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - Public Schools of Robeson County Facebook page
» Marketing - PSRD Back to School Celebration 2015 Marketing Campaign

» Photography - Prospect Spring Fling Maypole

Silver:

» Digital Media Engagement - Public Schools of Robeson County website

» Excellence In Writing - Students Beat Long Odds with Graduation (Judge’s comment: “Very
nice personality profile of two very courageous students ... Well-written.)

» Excellence In Writing - Planetarium Offers Students Lesson on “Gross”

» Excellence In Writing - Early College Prepares Pair for Next Step

» Photography - Glad to Be Grads

» Special Events and Programs - Public Schools of Robeson County Opening Day (Judge'’s
comment: “Great theme running throughout promotion. Nice branding - made most of the day,
multiple platforms too.”)

Gold:
»Electronic Media - My School Is A Winner

Rowan-Salisbury School System (3 awards)
Bronze:
» Photography - Welcome to Kindergarten

Silver:

» Digital Media Engagement - Rowan-Salisbury Schools website (Judge'’s comment: “Excellent
home page. Good mix of news and features.”)

» Special Events and Programs - Back to School Pep Rally

Surry County Schools (2 awards)

Gold:

» Electronic Media - The Best Times of Our Lives

» Electronic Media - Surry County Schools and Surry TV (Judge’s comment: Great job
showcasing this new tool for students. Very nice, high-quality video!”)

Transylvania County Schools (4 awards)

Bronze:

» Excellence In Writing - Home Run for Holmes

» Photography - LearnPads Come to Transylvania County



Silver:

» Digital Media Engagement - Storify Me: Brevard Middle Goes to Washington, DC (Judge’s
comment: “Great way to engage students, parents and community. Photos and posts make the
trip come to life.”)

Gold:
» Digital Media Engagement - Teacher of the Year video: YouTube/Facebook

Union Academy (6 awards)

Silver:

» Excellence In Writing - Carolina Brotherhood Riders Make Stop in Monroe
» Publications - VVolunteer Handbook for Union Academy

» Publications - Entering Kindergarten at Union Academy booklet

Gold:

» Image/Graphic Design - Union Academy Communications Standards Manual and Style Guide
» Image/Graphic Design - Union Academy Information Folder (Judge’s comment: “High
quality, professional look that represents the school nicely... clean, consistent, graphically
appealing.”)

» Publications - Union Academy Challenge, Character, Community

Union County Public Schools (15 awards)

Bronze:

» Digital Media Engagement - Back to School

» Excellence In Writing - Civil Rights Activist Tells Students - Learn from History
» Photography - First Day of School Goodbyes

» Publications - HR Recruiting Folder

Silver:

» Digital Media Engagement - Teacher Appreciation (Judge’s comment: “Major props for this
idea. Wonderful use of social media to gain praise for a deserving group.”)

» Digital Media Engagement - Website Relaunched

» Excellence In Writing - Monroe High Students Step Up for Beloved Teacher

» Photography - Graduation Hats in the Air

Gold:

» Electronic Media - Discover China Day

» Excellence In Writing - CHS Students Record on John Lennon Tour Bus

» Photography - First Day of School Reunion

» Photography - Graduation Celebration Hug (Judge’s comment: “Warm and heartfelt. Good
product placement of diploma.”)

» Photography - Jumping Rope on the Playground



» Photography - Look! | Lost a Tooth!
» Special Events and Programs - Classrooms of Tomorrow (Judge’s comment: “Excellent! ...
unique interview opportunities. very appealing for media, as evidenced by your great results.”)

Wake County Public School System (4 awards)
Silver:
» Excellence In Writing - Sarah’s Heart

Gold:

» Photography - High Five

» Photography - WCPSS Strategic Plan Materials

» Special Events and Programs - Knightdale High School Graduation Rate Celebration (Judge s
comment: “Great results with story in News & Observer. Extremely well-written press release.”)

Whiteville City Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
» Marketing - Telling Our Story

Gold:
» Photography - Spinning a Web (Judge’s comment: “Too cute! Love the holding hands while
exploring. Teamwork. Great capture.”)

Wilson County Schools (2 awards)
Bronze:
» Publications - Annual Report 2014-2015

Silver:
» Publications - Why | Teach (Judge’s comment: “What a great idea. The use of teachers’ own
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words is effective and looks to get a great reaction. Great use of social media.”’)

Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools (12 awards)
Bronze:
» Image/Graphic Design - 2015 Employee Recruitment Fair

Silver:

» Electronic Media - Bus Safety for Drivers

» Electronic Media - Bus Safety Rules - Grades 6-12
» Electronic Media - Crosby Scholars PSA

» Electronic Media - 2Day with Dr. Beverly Emory




» Excellence In Writing - Senior Series (Judge'’s comment: “The series of articles are well-
written. They offer a unique snapshot into the lives of young people. Nice structure and pacing.
Well done!”)

» Excellence In Writing - 41 Years and Counting

» Publications - Choice Publications

Gold:

» Electronic Media - Employee Orientation

» Electronic Media - CLC Promo (Judge’s comment: “Great video to get people excited about
your conference. Enjoyed the design and messaging.”)

» Excellence In Writing - Reading and Duct Tape

» Image/Graphic Design - 2015 CLC Conference Program (Judge’s comment: “Pleasing,
professional delivery and format. Nice photography.”)
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New this year to our recognition program are the Best of the Best Awards.

One Gold Award winner in each category was chosen by our judges as the most outstanding
entry for the category. That entry receives the Best of the Best Award to distinguish it as the
overall winner for the category.

Here are the the Best of the Best Award winners for 2015:

» Digital Media Engagement: Transylvania County Schools
Teacher of the Year Video: YouTube and Facebook

Judge’s comment: “Awesome way to showcase the best of the best. Focus on teaching and
learning is a huge plus. Excellent way to introduce the teachers of the year. Great video!”

» Electronic Media: Surry County Schools
“The Best Times of Our Lives”

Judge’s comment: “Unbelievably awesome! Great planning, dynamic presentation, outstanding
flow. Run out of words for how great this is! Really tugs at your good emotions. Wow... No
questions asked - best video from a school we have seen.”

» Excellence in Writing: Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools
“Reading and Duct Tape”

Judge’s comment: “What a wonderful story - Extremely well-written from a variety of
viewpoints. Structure and pacing are excellent. Makes me want to add a strip of tape to the
campaign!”



» Image and Graphic Design: Union Academy
Communications Standards Manual and Style Guide

Judge’s comment: “Excellent product with high quality. Provides a clear, concise solution to a
recurring problem. Translates a vision for the school and puts everyone on the same sheet of
music. Great job!”

» Marketing: Cumberland County Schools
“Every Minute Counts”

Judge’s comment: “Excellent planning and promotion. Very thorough. Excellent video
component. Well done!”

» Publications: Guilford County Schools
GCS Annual Report 2014

Judge’s comment: “Gorgeous! Guilford’s materials are always excellent, but this stands out. So
easy to navigate, and a pleasure to look at.”

» Photography: Wake County Public School System
“High Five”

Judge’s comment: “Great shot. Clear, concise messaging. Great emotion. Positive engagement.
Nice lighting. Perfect angle. Nice negative space. Nice colors.”

» Special Events and Programs: Gaston County Schools
“Nickels 4 Neighbors” Fundraising Program

Judge’s comment: “Excellent - the absolute best in this category. Strong message, great media
coverage, high-quality print collateral. Amazing that you pulled this together so quickly. A high-
quality event that focuses on what matters most: students.”
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The Barry Gaskins Service Award for Outstanding Contributions to School Public Relations is
the highest honor bestowed on an individual by the North Carolina School Public Relations
Association.

The award is named in memory of Barry Gaskins, the first public information officer for Pitt
County Schools in Greenville, who was known to so many people as “Mr. School Public
Relations.”

Barry was a trailblazer in our field, and he helped to put the North Carolina chapter on the map.
Barry Gaskins is the reason why North Carolina is viewed as one of the top state chapters in
country.

Barry served our state organization so well and even took his service, leadership and vision to
the national level -- serving as president of the National School Public Relations Association
from 2001 until 2002.

Barry died unexpectedly in March 2003 at the age of 49. His passing was a shock to PR people
across the country. While Barry is no longer with us, his legacy lives on through the Barry
Gaskins Award.

The 2015-2016 recipient of the Barry Gaskins Service Award for Outstanding Contributions to
School Public Relations is

» Tim Lussier
Moore County Schools



