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What does homelessness look like?



MCKINNEY-VENTO HISTORY

The McKinney-Vento  Act was passed in 1987 

and has been amended many times. The 

McKinney-Vento Act was implemented as the 

first step to address homelessness by the 

federal government to ensure students 

experiencing homelessness have equal 

access to public education.



MCKINNEY-VENTO ACT DEFINITION

Children and Youth who lack a “fixed, regular, 

and adequate nighttime residence” are 

considered homeless:

• Sharing housing with other persons due to 

loss of housing, economic hardship.

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 

camping grounds.

• Living in shelters

• Unaccompanied youth includes a 

homeless child or youth not in the physical 

custody of a parent or guardian



• Ensures students experiencing homelessness are identified.

• Ensures students experiencing homelessness are immediately 

enrolled, even if they lack required documentation.

• Provide services to students experiencing homelessness that are 

comparable to those offered to other students.

• Ensures student’s school of origin.

• Provide School of Origin transportation. 

McKinney-Vento Act



WHO IS COVERED BY THE 

MCKINNEY-VENTO?

DISCIPLINE CONSIDERATIONS



+123-456-7890

hello@reallygreatsite.com

www.reallygreatsite.com

123 Anywhere St., Any City, ST 12345

IDENTIFIED STUDENTS 

EXPERIENCING 

HOMELESNESS BY LIVING 

SITUATION





Unaccompanied Youth



UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH

• REVIEW EACH SITUATION ON A CASE-BY CASE BASIS

• REVIEW THEIR LIVING SITUATION AND NIGHTTIME RESIDENCY 

• STUDENT MUST BE BOTH UNACCOMPANIED AND EXPERIENCING         

HOMELESSNESS 

• UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH CAN ENROLL THEMSELVES 

• WE DO NOT REMOVE THE PARENTS/GUARDIANS NAME FROM THE

CONTACT INFORMATION IF THE STUDENT WAS PREVIOUSLY

ENROLLED UNLESS THERE ARE LEGAL MATTERS INVOLVED.



SCHOOL COUNSELORS MUST ASSIST STUDENTS EXPERIENCING 

HOMELESSNESS WITH COLLEGE PREPARATION AND READINESS



McKinney-Vento 

eligibility



Events That May Lead to Loss of Housing



Student Rights...



WARNING SIGNS

SIGNS SIGNS SIGNS SIGNS

• withdrawn

• fatigue

• poor personal 

hygiene 

• Wearing same 

clothing

• disengagement in 

class

• skin rashes

• numerous 

absences

• emergency 

contacts don’t 

work

• permission 

slips/fees are 

not signed or 

paid

• lack of medical 

care

• chronic hunger

• mood swings & 

abrupt changes in 

behavior

• dental needs

• respiratory 

problems

• isolation from 

former friend

• inability to 

interact with 

others

• erratic attendance 

and tardiness

• lack of 

participation  in 

school 

activities/field 

trips

• inability to 

contact parents

• lack of personal 

records needed 

to enroll



JEREMIAH GONZALES

MCKINNEY-VENTO SPECIALIST

432-456-8728

DEBORAH TAVAREZ

MCKINNEY-VENTO SPECIALIST

432-456-8729

SOCIAL SERVICE SPECIALISTS/SOCIAL 

WORKERS

432-456-8569

GABRIEL FIERRO, MA

MCKINNEY-VENTO SPECIALIST

432-456-5124



ELIZABETH ARANDA,LMSW 

LEAD SOCIAL WORKER 

456-5118 

LETTY BERNAL, LBSW-IPR

Director of Community 

Support Services

432-456-8561



Students express gratitude






