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Questions in this health plan were developed by the US Department of Education.

The Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief 3.0 (ESSER 3.0) Fund under the American 
Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, 
enacted on March 11, 2021. ARPA ESSER Funding 
provides a total of nearly $122 billion to states 
and local educational agencies (LEAs) to help 
safely reopen and sustain the safe operation 
of schools and address the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic on the nation’s students. 
In addition to ARP ESSER Funding, ARP includes 
$3 billion for special education, $850 million 
for the Outlying Areas, $2.75 billion to support 
non-public schools, and additional funding for 
homeless children and youth, Tribal educational 
agencies, Native Hawaiians, and Alaska Natives. 

LEAs must develop and make publicly available a 
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity 
of Services Plan that meets the following 
requirements within 30 days of receiving ARP 
ESSER allocation. If an LEA developed a plan 
before ARP was enacted that does not address 
the requirements, the LEA must revise its plan no 
later than six months after it last reviewed its plan. 
All plans must be developed with meaningful 
public consultation with stakeholder groups (i.e., 

families, students, teachers, principals, school 
and district administrators, school leaders, other 
educators, school staff, advocacy organizations 
representing student groups). The consultation 
process must include an opportunity for input and 
meaning consideration of that input. ARP ESSER 
plans to be in an understandable and uniform 
format; to the extent practicable, written in a 
language that parents can understand or, if not 
practicable, orally translated; and upon request 
by a parent who is an individual with a disability, 
provided in an alternative format accessible 
to that parent. All plans must be made publicly 
available on the LEA’s website and published 
on the Tennessee Department of Education’s 
(department) website within thirty (30) days. 

Please note that LEAs need to update the Safe 
Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of 
Services Plan at least every six months through 
September 30, 2023, and must seek public input 
on the plan and any revisions, and must take such 
input into account. All revisions must include an 
explanation and rationale of why the revisions 
were made. 
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Safe Return to In-Person Instruction

Questions in this health plan were developed by the US Department of Education.

Consultation with Stakeholders 
Describe how the LEA will, in planning for the use of ARP ESSER funds, engage in meaningful 
consultation with stakeholders, including, but not limited to: 

i.	 students;  
ii.	 families;  
iii.	 school and district administrators (including special education administrators); and 
iv.	 teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their unions.  
v.	 tribes;  
vi.	 civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations); and 
vii.	 stakeholders representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children 

experiencing homelessness, children and youth in foster care, migratory students, children who are 
incarcerated, and other underserved students.  

Provide an overview of how the public stakeholder input was considered in the development of 
the LEA’s plan for ARP ESSER funds. 

How did the LEA compile feedback during the open comment period for the ARP Plan? 

How was the input considered during the open comment period time? 
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Safe Return to In-Person Instruction

Questions in this health plan were developed by the US Department of Education.

Safe Return to In-Person Instruction  
Describe to the extent to which the LEA has adopted policies and a description of any such 
policies on each of the following health and safety strategies: 

•	 universal and correct wearing of masks; 
•	 physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding); 
•	 hand washing and respiratory etiquette; 
•	 cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities,
•	 including improving ventilation; 
•	 contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine; 
•	 diagnostic and screening testing; 
•	 efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible; and
•	 appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety policies. 

Continuity of Services Plan  
How the LEA will ensure continuity of services including but not limited to services to address 
the students’ academic needs, and students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and 
other needs, which may include student health and food services. 

5

6

https://www.tn.gov/education

	Text Field 2: Bartlett City Schools (794)
	Text Field 109: Before the opening of the 2020-2021 school year, Bartlett City Schools sought out guidance from stakeholders regarding the opening of school.  A survey was sent to all stakeholders.  The district received feedback regarding how comfortable parents would be with virtual learning as well as how comfortable parents would be sending their children back to in-person learning.  The district then used the information to create a Comprehensive Health Plan Guidance for School Administrators and Nurses.  Feedback from parents, community, and staff surveys, along with recommendations from the Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE), Shelby County Health Department (SCHD) and other health officials was utilized in the creation of the plan.  The initial plan was released August 6, 2020 and has since been revised.  Due to the creation of the BCS Comprehensive Health Plan, the district was able to create a safe environment to provide in-person learning for 69% of the students who chose in-person learning.  BCS didn’t close any schools due to Covid-19 exposures.  



Bartlett City Schools developed a survey to gather input from a variety of faculty, staff, parents, students, and various other stakeholders. The results from the survey were analyzed.  Survey respondents were asked to identify the areas of highest need for the use of ARP ESSER funds.  The categories were:  addressing learning loss, educator support, addressing facility needs, educational technology, high quality instructional materials, providing mental health support, addressing needs of special populations, and public health.  The stakeholders chose three main areas for BCS to focus.  The three most important areas are:  addressing learning loss, educator support, and addressing facility needs.  Bartlett City Schools also has a teacher advisory council to seek out feedback from each school building regarding ARP ESSER funds.  Meetings have been held to listen to feedback as well as plan for the use of funds.



The initial ARP ESSER funds plan will be shared with all faculty, staff, parents, and community members through public posting on the district website.  The plan will also be presented at the August school board meeting.  New plans will be posted when changes are made.  


	Text Field 1010: Public input directly influenced the development of the Bartlett City Schools' plan to use ARP ESSER funds.  BCS district leaders disaggregated the data from the survey to determine the common priorities.  Stakeholder feedback as well as academic data were used to develop a plan to address the most significant needs to address the needs from the survey.  Learning loss was ranked as the highest area of need with 57.9% of the stakeholders ranking this area as their first or second choice on the survey.  With this information, BCS will focus more attention on supporting students with learning that was lost due to missing nine weeks of school for the 2019-2020 school year as well as students who were virtual or had a hybrid schedule during the 2020-2021 school year. 
	Text Field 1011: Bartlett City Schools compiled feedback through surveys, teacher advisory council, and open comments during public meetings.  Survey data was analyzed, and the areas of greatest needs determined.  
	Text Field 1012: Stakeholder input was monitored and categorized during the open comment period.  This allowed the district to see what trends were present.  
	Text Field 1013: Bartlett City Schools (BCS) has adopted and implemented a plan for all schools and district offices to follow.  The Comprehensive Health Plan Guidance for School Admin and Nurses was created and implemented in the fall of 2020 and has been revised many times to address the changing needs because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  The plan was created based on guidance and recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Shelby County Health Department (SCHD), Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE), and various local medical professionals.  The initial plan was released August 6, 2020, and revised September 15, 2020. This plan remained in effect for the entire 2020-2021 school year.  The plan has been revised to address the 2021-2022 school year.  The plan included the following elements:
•	Universal and correct wearing of masks:  BCS recommends a facial covering for all students and staff and will allow for age-appropriate mask breaks, if needed, throughout the school day.
•	Physical distancing:  Classrooms should be set-up for social distance requirements between desks and students.  Seating charts are maintained to complete contact tracing.
•	Hand washing and respiratory etiquette: Students should sanitize hands when leaving the classroom, wash hands with soap and water after using the restroom and sanitize hands after returning to the classroom.  Signage is in restrooms modeling proper hand washing techniques.  Signage is posted modeling appropriate respiratory etiquette.  Parents are also encouraged to review and reinforce proper cough hygiene which are in the BCS Protocols for Illness.
•	Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities:  Proper products are used to clean and sanitize throughout the school.  All surfaces are deep cleaned each afternoon.  Computers are disinfected daily as recommended by the manufacturer.  If applicable, computers or devices should be disinfected between use.  Teachers should utilize supplies for sanitizing/disinfecting classrooms throughout the day.  Provisions are made to ensure middle and high school students properly clean desks between use.
•	Improving ventilation:  Out of the eleven school locations, ten locations have updated HVAC units that allow for outside air to circulate within the schools. The one location that doesn’t have an upgraded HVAC is in the process of getting new HVAC units to allow for fresh air to circulate.  School maintenance staff changed air filters more often than in years past as well as maintained that all outside air dampers were working correctly.
•	Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine:  BCS implemented contact tracing and quarantine procedures.  Parents are to alert the school if a student or someone in the student’s home has been diagnosed with Covid-19.  Fully vaccinated faculty, staff and students will not be expected to quarantine if there are no symptoms.  If faculty, staff, and students have tested positive, then the students will need to quarantine for at least 10 days after symptoms first appeared.  Students, faculty, and staff who have been exposed to Covid-19 will need to self-isolate for 10 calendar days beginning from date of test taken, then self-isolate for an additional 10 calendar days.  Seating charts are maintained to identify potential close contacts of students and/or faculty who have tested positive for Covid-19.  Each school has a designated staff member in charge of contact tracing.  Positive Covid-19 cases will be contact traced.  The positive cases and close contacts will be notified and given a quarantine period and return date by either the school nurse, Covid clerical assistant, or Covid Coordinator at the assigned school.  Edlio notification forms will be completed for the positive cases and close contacts for tracking purposes.  If a cluster (2 or more positive students) is determined, pool testing will be provided (ELC grant) to the remainder of the students in the classroom or sports team before sending them home to quarantine. Parents of students who did not opt in for testing initially will be contacted and sent an electronic waiver at their request.  Each school requires seating charts for classrooms and lunchroom to be given to the school nurse so contact tracing can occur.  Each school has a nurse and the school nurse will be the main contact for parents regarding contact tracing as well as quarantine and isolation protocols for BCS.  The Shelby County Health Department will be notified of positive cases in schools by the head nurse for Bartlett City Schools. 
•	Diagnostic and screening testing:  Students exhibiting Covid-19 symptoms at school will be evaluated by the school nurse.  If the nurse determines that the symptoms are consistent with Covid-19, the student’s parent will be contacted, and the student will wait for parents in an isolation room.  BCS has applied for a grant to implement Covid-19 testing.
•	Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible:  Bartlett City Schools partnered with the Shelby County Health Department and neighboring school districts to coordinate vaccinations in February 2021.  Another vaccination opportunity was given in March 2021.  
•	Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety policies:  Younger students or those students with intellectual or developmental disabilities may be unable to wear a face covering for an extended period of time.  Wearing of facial covering may be prioritized at times when it is difficult to maintain social distancing.
For the 2021-2022 school year and beyond, BCS will implement strategies to mitigate the spread of Covid-19 based on local and state recommendations and ordinances.  The Shelby County Health Department issued an amendment to HEALTH ORDER AND DIRECTIVE NO. 24 on August 6, 2021.  BCS will follow the guidance set forth by this directive as well as future directives given by the SCHD.  The relevant language from this order states that masks must be worn in Shelby County in the following circumstances:  You are two years old or older and you are entering any indoor area of a K-12 grade school, PK school, or daycare facility in Shelby County on or after August 9, 2021.  In accordance with this new order, masks are now required rather than optional.  However, on August 16, 2021, Governor Bill Lee signed Executive Order #84 which allows parents to opt their children out of school mask mandates.  Bartlett Schools parents may send a letter to their child’s/children’s school to opt their child/children out of wearing a mask.

	Text Field 1014: Bartlett City Schools is allowing for all learning to take place in-person for the 2021-2022 school year.  In-person learning will ensure continuity of services to address students’ academic needs, social, emotional, mental health, and other needs.  The employee assistance program will continue to address staff needs regarding social, emotional, and health needs.  All students can eat breakfast and lunch at school for free for the 2021-2022 school year.  


