Notice of Free Public Education

We at Santiago Charter Middle School (SCMS) are dedicated to ensuring that every
student receives a high-quality education in a supportive and equitable environment. In line
with our commitment to transparency and excellence, we would like to inform you about
Section 5 of Article IX of the State of California Constitution. This section is rooted in
our educational framework and reinforces the principles that guide our school's policies.

Section 5 of Article IX of the State of California Constitution guarantees students a
“free public education.” The State Supreme Court concluded in the 1984 case of Hartzell
v. Connell, “that all educational activities carried on by public school districts, extra
curricular as well as curricula, must be without cost to the students who participate in
such activities." This same ruling found that "mandatory fees for participating in such
extra-curricular activities as drama, music, and athletic competition were illegal under the
State Constitution." Furthermore, they also rejected the argument that "fees could be
charged so long as the district waived fees for students who were financially unable to
pay.” Recent proposed legislation includes reimbursement with interest for any
illegally-collected fees as well as a district sanction.

Nosotros en Santiago Charter Middle School (SCMS) estamos dedicados a garantizar que
cada estudiante reciba una educacién de alta calidad en un ambiente equitativo y de apoyo.
Siguiendo nuestro compromiso con la tfransparencia y la excelencia, nos gustaria informarle
sobre la Seccién 5 del Articulo IX de la Constitucion del Estado de California. Esta seccién
tiene sus raices en nuestra meta educativa y refuerza los principios que guian las politicas
de nuestra escuela.

La Seccion 5 del Articulo IX de la Constitucion del Estado de California garantiza a
los estudiantes una “educacion publica gratuita”. La Corte Suprema del Estado concluyé
en el caso de Hartzell v. Connell de 1984, "que todas las actividades educativas realizadas
por los distritos escolares publicos, fanto extracurriculares como curriculares, deben ser
gratuitas para los estudiantes que participan en dichas actividades”. En este mismo caso se
determiné que “las tarifas obligatorias por participar en actividades extracurriculares
como teatro, misica y competencias atléticas eran ilegales segtn la Constitucién del
Estado"”. Ademds, también rechazaron el argumento de que “se podrian cobrar tarifas



siempre y cuando el distrito patrocinard las tarifas de los estudiantes que no pudieran
pagarlas financieramente”. La legislacién propuesta recientemente incluye el reembolso con
intereses por cualquier tarifa cobrada ilegalmente, asi como una sancién del distrito.



