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Dear Parents and Guardians:

We are looking forward to another successful schoolyear for our Putnam County students.
We have a few updates to the curriculum and assessments that we would like to make you
aware of.

In Kindergarten through Sixth grade, all teachers will implement Benchmark Advanced as
their new ELA (English Language Arts) curriculum. Benchmark Advanced is a research-
based curriculum that aligns with the Science of Reading and Structured Literacy
Practices. This means thatthe curriculum is backed by science and the latestresearch has
been proven to increase a student’s ability to read, spell, and comprehend. Benchmark
Advanced was approved by the State of Georgia as a “high quality instructional material”
with the ranking of “highly recommended” by an independent study completed by the
Sandra Dunagan Deal Center for Early Language and Literacy.

Benefits of Benchmark Advanced:

e Vertical alignment of standards from grades Kdg.-Sixth. Students can build on their
knowledge of skills and standards each year.

e Science and Social Studies knowledge strands are taught at every grade level
through informationalreading. These knowledge strands are also aligned vertically,
so students build on their knowledge on the same topics each year to ensure depth
of knowledge.

e Progress monitoring is embedded in each lesson and at the end of each skill taught
which allows teachers to quickly identify when students are struggling with a
standard or skill, instead of waiting for the cumulative assessment.

e Support at home: All students will bring home their “magazine” at the end of their
three-week unit of study. This magazine will allow you to reinforce skills that have
previously been taught. This magazine will also include many decodable texts your
student can read to you for extended practice athome.

We are confidentthat Benchmark Advanced will contribute to your child’s academic
growth and success in literacy.



Beginning this schoolyear, all Kindergarten through fifth grade students will take the MAP
Adaptive Oral Reading Fluency Assessment at the beginning and end of the school year, in
place of the MAP Growth Assessment. During the winter assessment window, students in
Kindergarten through third grade will also take the MAP Dyslexia Screener. This screener
satisfies the requirements of the state through SB48, which mandates that all Kindergarten
through third grade students be screened for characteristics of dyslexia one time each
schoolyear.

What You Need to Know as Parents/Guardians:

e Thesescreeners are used for instructional purposes to identify students with
strengths and weaknesses. Screeners will be analyzed to provide early
identification of students who are struggling in reading to provide intervention in
specific areas as quickly as possible.

* Youwillreceive a report after each assessmentwindow. If your child demonstrated
deficits in reading, the screening report will also include a “reading plan” which will
explain the actions taken to intervene in the area of difficulty.

e Thedyslexia screener cannot diagnose a student with dyslexia. This screener will
provide information along with progress monitoring data and other reading
characteristics to determine if your child has characteristics of dyslexia.

If you have any questions about the changes to the curriculum and assessments, please
feel free to contactyour child’s school. We are excited to start a new school year and are
confident thatthese updates willmake a greatimpact on your child’s learning and success
in school.

Sincerely,

e

Mrs. Laura Melton
Assistant Superintendent
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessments



