Parkway West
Career & Technology Center

World Cultures, Civics, U.S. History
Handbook
2024-2025



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Welcome/Introduction/Program Overview

Regulatory Agencies

Articulation Agreements

Student Requirements

Classroom Rules, Rewards, and Consequences

Grading Procedures and Policies

Safety

Cleanup

Miscellaneous Information

a un A W W N NN =




Parkway West School Page 1 0f 6

Program Handbook: World Cultures/U.S. History I & II/Civics

Instructor: Mr. Bechdel/Mr. Lazarus Revision Date: April 2024

1 Welcome/Introduction/Program Overview

History at Parkway is broken into four different classes: US History I, US History II, Civics,
and World Cultures. Each class is designed to increase student knowledge of history and
how many common principles and themes apply to today’s world. Students will be
participating in class lectures, group discussions, oral presentations, and individual writing
assignments as well as a computer component. History classes at Parkway have moved to an
online instruction model. At the beginning of each week, a new folder will appear in
Schoology that will contain the materials and assignments for that week. Students will
complete the work by the designated time at the end of each week. Students have the
opportunity to meet with their teacher for additional help and support as needed.

Civics:

This course focuses on the history of the United States from Pre-Colonial America in 1865.
Students will be challenged to become historically minded, to reason, think, and perform as a
historian. Students will gain insight into the nation’s past by examining period accounts and
first person voices, through readings, literature excerpts. Political cartoons and more.
Students will use varied resources to examine the links and make connections between events
being studied in class and events that are taking place today. The major focus placed on:
content, chronology, analysis, and interpretation.

US History I:

This course is the study of the social, political, cultural, and economic development of the
United States from pre-Colonial America through the antebellum period. Students will
develop an understanding of how our Nation’s past impacts current events. Additionally,
students will understand the development of our democratic principles and recognize the
responsibilities of citizenship in a free nation. Students will use various resources to examine
course content. In addition to the text, students will examine historical documents, eye
witness accounts, excerpts of period literature, and political cartoons. Students will interpret
charts, graphs, and maps in the context of the course.
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US History II:

This course follows US History I. US History II focuses on the history of the United States
from 1865 to present. Students will be challenged to become historically minded, to reason,
think, and perform as a historian. Students will gain insight into the nation’s past by
examining period accounts and first person voices, through readings, literature excerpts.
Political cartoons and more. Students will use varied resources to examine the links and
make connections between events being studied in class and events that are taking place
today. The major focus placed on: content, chronology, analysis, and interpretation.

World Cultures:

This course focuses on the diverse ways of life found around the world. Through study of the
pertinent issues to the world’s major regions, students will recognize and evaluate the
relationships between people, places, regions, and environments. Students will further
explore how physical environments affect human events and build a global perspective that
allows them to understand the connections between global and national issues.

2 Regulatory Agencies

Pennsylvania Department of Education

3 Articulation Agreements

Home School History credit

4 Student Requirements

Refer to Student Handbook.
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5 Classroom Rules, Rewards and Consequences

Classroom Rules:

1. Follow directions the first time given
2. Remain in class and on task, unless excused by the teacher.
3. Use appropriate language and vocal level at all times

4. When working in the classroom, students will remain on task completing their
assignment(s) and will not be permitted to put their head down.

Classroom Consequences:

1. Verbal Warning
2. Phone call to parent/guardians.

3. Referral to administration.

6 Grading Procedures and Policies

Your quarterly grade is calculated using the following weight system:

Knowledge 100%
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The school wide grading scale is utilized:
A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F59-0

Everything that is done in class will be graded, including tests, quizzes, class assignments,
writing assignments, reports, projects, and journal entries.

Make-Up Work:
1. Students that do not complete their weekly assignments will still have access to those

assignments with the teacher’s discretion. Missing assignments must be completed in a timely
manner.

2. A zero will be placed in Schoology for all missing work until the assignment has been
completed. Upon completion of the assignment, the student’s grade will replace the zero. If
the student does not complete the missing assignment, the zero will remain in Schoology.

7 Safety
1. School-wide fire drills are conducted on a monthly basis.

2. Evacuation routes are clearly posted in each classroom.

3. Students are required to use all equipment and tools in a safe and responsible manner.
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8 Clean Up

Classroom Clean-Up:

1. Desks must be kept free of papers, etc.
2. Students should log off, shut down, and return computers to the Chrome cart in the room.
3. Desks are to be kept in orderly rows with chairs pushed in.

4. Reference materials and literature books are to be returned to the assigned bookcase.

9 Miscellaneous Information

Public Notice of Non-Discrimination

It is the policy of the Parkway West Career and Technology Center not to discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, color, national origin, handicap, or limited English proficiency in
its educational programs, activities, or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 1971
Educational Amendments, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 Regulations of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act. For information
regarding services, activities, programs, and facilities that are accessible to and usable by
handicapped persons, or for inquirers regarding compliance with the above
nondiscriminatory polices, contact the Director, Parkway West Career and Technology
Center, 7101 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale, PA 15071, 412.923.1772; or write to the Director of
the Office of Civil Rights, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington, D.C.
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Parkway West CTC does not discriminate on the basis of sex and further prohibits
discrimination in its all education programs and activities operated by the CTC, including it
its admission and employment practices as required by Title IX.

Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX and its implementing regulations may be made
to the CTC’s Title IX Coordinator, or the Office of Civil Rights, or both.

The Title IX Coordinator is: Dr. Darby Copeland, Executive Director. He may be contacted
at:

7101 Steubenville Pike

Oakdale, PA 15071

copeland@parkwaywest.org

412/923-1772 ext. *112

A copy of the Nondiscrimination Policy and Grievance procedures may be found on the
District’s Publicly Accessible website at: www.parkwaywest.org.

Any information regarding conduct that may constitute sex discrimination under Title IX, as
well as complaints of sex discrimination under Title IX may be reported to Dr. Darby
Copeland, via the contact information provided above.

The Quality Policy of Parkway West School is to deliver Quality instruction to students in
career, academic, and technical programs and to continually improve the Quality of the
service.




