
Financial Aid

What you Need to 
Know About Financial 

Aid



Topics We Will Discuss

• What is Financial Aid?
• Cost of Attendance (COA)
• Student Aid Index (SAI)
• Types and sources of Financial Aid
• Free Application of Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA)



Financial Aid consists of funds 
provided to students and families to 

help pay for postsecondary 
educational expenses.

What is Financial Aid?



What is Cost of Attendance (COA)



What is Student Aid Index 
(SAI)?



Types of Financial Aid



Sources of Financial Aid



Free Application for Federal Student Aid

• The FAFSA may be filed any time during an academic year, 
however no earlier than October 1st prior to the academic year 
for which the student is requesting aid

• The FAFSA application is available to fill out for 2024-2025
• Colleges will begin receiving FAFSA applications mid-

March.  Students will not receive notifications from schools 
until after this time frame

• A college may have FAFSA priority deadlines



Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA)



Account Username and Password
 (FSA ID)

Apply at https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


What is a Contributor?



Inviting a Contributor



FUTURE Act Direct Data Exchange 
(FA-DDX)



Who is included in Family Size?



TASFA

• Students who do not have an SSN and do not have 
documentation of citizenship can complete the 
TASFA (Texas Application for Student Financial 
Aid).

• The online TASFA application is coming soon for the 
2024-2025 academic year.  Please follow 
collegeforalltexans.com for further updates.



The Student's Main Job

– Monitor and respond to each school's request for 
information.

– Explore the school's Financial Aid page

– Check your college and personal emails daily

– Check your phone for texts from your school(s)

– Respond to the school's request(s) ASAP



After you file the FAFSA

• The school has several steps to take:
1. Check to ensure student is meeting 

all eligibility requirements
2. Make sure all steps required by the 

Dept of Education are completed,
3. Finally, package and offer the 

financial aid if the student is 
eligible.



Deadlines

Each school will have deadlines.
• Priority deadline for state aid (SEOG, TPEG, etc.)
• Priority deadline to have your aid complete 

(processed and ready to pay for your classes) by the 
payment due date

• Scholarship application deadlines
• Grant and scholarships acceptance deadlines

Once the student has a financial aid package, there will be additional steps 
that the student will need to take to confirm and eventually receive their 
financial aid. Each school will have different procedures and timelines.

 



Do's and Don'ts
• Do make sure the school has your cell phone number and personal email 

address.
• Do check your email (and junk-spam folder) often for school related 

information.
• Do activate and set up your college assigned email address.

•This will be your primary email for school correspondences.  

• Do remember "timing is everything" - do not be late, plan ahead.
• Do ask questions and get clarification.
• Do not assume – get clarification or find answers from the school
• Parents – do not do this for the student.  Do your part and help them through 

theirs.  It is team effort. It is time for each student to step into their roles of 
being in charge of their account.

• Parents – do not get confused and answer questions for the student with 
incorrect answers. If you are unsure, ask the school



Contact us
Financial Aid – finaid@blinn.edu

http://www.blinn.edu/financial-aid/index.html

Veteran Services – veteran.services@blinn.edu
http://www.blinn.edu/veteran-services/index.html

Scholarships – scholarships@blinn.edu
http://www.blinn.edu/scholarships/index.html

 Request a callback from a Financial Aid advisor:
Buccaneer Financial Aid Que  

mailto:finaid@blinn.edu
http://www.blinn.edu/financial-aid/index.html
mailto:veteran.services@blinn.edu
http://www.blinn.edu/veteran-services/index.html
mailto:scholarships@blinn.edu
https://kiosk.na6.qless.com/kiosk/app/home/280?queues=1215
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