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The Gulfport School District will provide special education services to students who are 
identified as intellectually gifted by their demonstration of ability, capacity of high performance, 
and need for differentiated educational programs and services beyond those normally provided 
by the regular school program.  Services will be provided for students in grades two through six 
who meet the criteria for intellectually gifted.  The State of Mississippi defines “Intellectually 
Gifted Children” as those children and youth who are found to have an exceptionally high degree 
of intelligence as documented through a defined identification process.  
 
Referral: 
A student may be referred by a parent, teacher, counselor, administrator, peer, self, or anyone 
else having reason to believe that the student might be intellectually gifted. All students 
comprise the initial screening pool of potential recipients for gifted education services. A blanket 
(mass) screening will be done each year at the second grade level using a group measure of 
cognitive ability assessment. 
 
Identification: 
Intellectually Gifted students will be so identified by professional and qualified persons through 
a screening and assessment process. If a student is assessed privately, the District will consider 
assessment results on the following conditions: 

1. The assessment is conducted by a licensed examiner within the last twelve months and 
is mailed by the licensed examiner directly to the District Office Coordinator for Gifted  
Education. 

2. The student must also satisfy the District’s other referral and assessment criteria as 
outlined in the Mississippi Department of Education Regulations for Gifted Programming 

 
Out of State Eligibility: 
Intellectually gifted students from out of state will be accepted, if they have met the 91st 
percentile on an IQ test. This includes students from military families based on the Military 
Interstate Children’s Compact.  
 
Objective and Subjective Measures:  
As required by MDE we use both subjective and objective measures in the minimum acceptance 
criteria process. All screening and gifted protocol testing materials have been submitted to MDE.   
Special Consideration for Gifted Identification Checklist will be considered during the 
identification process.  
 



Participation in the gifted program shall be reviewed annually. Grades, achievement test scores, 
and/or success in the regular classroom should not be considered as a reason for removal from 
the gifted program. A student should remain in the program as long as they are being successful 
in the program. 
 
Minimum Acceptance Criteria for Referral: 
The child must satisfy at least THREE of the following to be considered for the Gifted 
Educational Program: 

● A score at or above the 90th percentile on a group measure of intelligence that has been 
administered within the past twelve months 

● A score at or above the superior range on a normed, published characteristics of 
giftedness checklist 

● A score at or above the superior range on a normed, published measure of creativity 
● A score at or above the superior range on a normed, published measure of leadership 
● A score at or above the 90th percentile on total language, total math, total reading, total 

science, total social studies, or the composite on a normed achievement test 
● A score at or above the 90th percentile on a normed measure of cognitive ability 
● A score at or above the 90th percentile on an existing measure of individual intelligence 

that has been administered within the past twelve months 
● Other measures that are documented in the research on the identification of intellectually 

gifted students 

Assessment Timeline:  
The student should be assessed within 90 school days of the receipt of the signed referral form.  
 
Appeal Process: 
In the event a parent is not in agreement with the committee decision, the parent may appeal the 
results of the gifted screening process and/or assessment results through the school gifted review 
team. If an agreement is not reached, the parent should notify the Director of Special Services in 
writing to request a district level hearing. 
 
Removal from Gifted Program: 
A parent request to remove a student from the gifted program must be submitted in writing. 
If a student is removed from the gifted program for any reason, he/she shall remain out of the 
gifted program for a period of one nine weeks upon request by the parent and the student’s gifted 
education teacher.   
 
Maintenance of Gifted Files: 
The files of all referred students, both eligible and ineligible for gifted services, will be 
maintained and located at the Special Services District Office until five years after the student’s 
graduation from high school at which time those files will be destroyed. 
 
Services for intellectually gifted students will be provided according to the regulations and 
standards of the Mississippi Department of Education. 
 


