
Welcome to 
Kindergarten



Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to the Colonial School District!

Kindergarten is a very exciting time in your child’s life, but we recognize 
that entering school for the first time does create some anxiety for both 
the parent and child. Colonial School District prides itself  on providing 
an environment of  collaboration, inspiration, and innovation for all 
students. Be assured that your child’s teacher and building principal have 
worked together to create an educational setting that will ensure your 
child’s intellectual, social, and personal development.

We treasure your child and look forward to providing many positive 
learning experiences.

Should you have a question or concern, never hesitate to contact the teacher, the building principal 
or me.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Christian, Ed.D.
Superintendent of  Schools
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Our Mission
For students to learn, grow, 
and serve in a community 
that is welcoming for all.



Dear Kindergarten Families,

We are eager to welcome you and your child to our Colonial School District family. We promise to 
care for, connect with, and communicate with you, so that together, we can help your child reach 
their maximum potential for learning. 

As your child steps through our doors on the first day of  school, please know that we will make 
every effort to create an atmosphere for learning in which your child will feel comfortable, loved, 
and included. Our engaging curriculum promotes academic, social, and emotional growth for our 
youngest learners. Many opportunities to build confidence, form friendships, and deepen curiosity 
await your kindergartener. 

We recognize that as parents/guardians, you know your child best. We will work closely with you to 
help make the transition to kindergarten as smooth as possible. Simply by reading this handbook, 
you’re taking the first step to supporting your child’s educational journey. Well done! We can’t 
wait to introduce you and your child to all of  the amazing students, teachers, staff  members, and 
administrators who will now be a part of  your child’s Colonial School District family. 

Sincerely,

The Kindergarten Teachers
Colonial School District
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Entrance Age
By Colonial School District School Board policy, 
children entering kindergarten must be five (5) 
years of  age by September 15  of  the new school 
year. 

School Age Child Care
Wonderspring Early Education offers before-
and-after-school quality childcare. To register, 
contact Wonderspring by phone at 610-828-1785 
or online at www.wonderspring.org/locations/
colonial-school-based-programs/. 
 

Registration for 
Kindergarten
To register your child, you must submit an online 
registration form, which can be found on the 
registration page of  the website: 

www.colonialsd.org/register

For more information, please call the Colonial 
School District Central Registration Office at 
610-834-1670, ext. 2150. 

Pennsylvania State Law requires:

•	 A birth certificate or valid passport	
•	 Parent/guardian photo ID (i.e, driver’s 

license)
•	 Record of  all immunizations
•	 Proof  of  residency (deed or tax bill for  

homeowners/lessee affidavit with lease and 
landlord letter for renters)

•	 Proof  of  dental and physical (with vision 
screening) exams	
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Length of  the School Day
Start time:  9:05 a.m. 	 Dismissal time:  3:35 p.m.

The additional instruction time in a full-day 
kindergarten setting allows children and teach-
ers time to explore topics in depth, reduces the 
ratio of  transition time to class time, provides 
for greater continuity of  day-to-day activities, 
and provides an environment that favors a more 
developmentally appropriate approach to the 
curriculum.

Parents are urged to check the District Activities 
Calendar (mailed each August), the website, and 
the app for holidays and early dismissal dates.

Food Services
The Food Services Department offers a variety 
of  nutritious hot and cold breakfast items and 
hot and cold lunch options daily. All food is 

prepared fresh on site by a team of  professionals 
led by a certified food safety handler, and 
menus are analyzed for nutritional content by a 
registered dietitian. A meal includes a protein, 
grain, fruit, vegetable, and an eight-ounce 
serving of  milk. In addition to the meals, snacks 
and other drinks are available at a la carte prices.

Breakfast is free for all students. For lunch, 
meals are paid for using a point-of-sale system. 
Parents/guardians are able to pre-deposit money 
in meal accounts. Each time your child makes a 
purchase, the money is automatically deducted 
from the account, so you don’t need to send 
lunch money every day. You will be alerted when 
account balances are low. The Food Service 
Department participates in the National School 
Lunch Program. Free or reduced price meals are 
offered to qualifying families. Application forms 
are available in the Food Services Office or 
online at www.schoolcafe.com.

Did you know school 
breakfasts are FREE for 

all students?

Breakfast is served daily 
from 8:50 to 9:05 a.m. in 
elementary school cafeterias, 
where students may come 
after being dropped off.
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Emergency School Closing
In case of  any situation that requires emergency 
closing of  school, announcements will be 
made via a variety of  media, including our 
automated phone/email/text blast system, 
local radio and TV stations, the District’s 
website, and the District Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram accounts. We will also send out push 
notifications through our free Colonial School 
District app. Users must enable the “School 
Closure Notification” list in order to receive 
push notifications. 

Please develop a plan with your children to 
help them understand where they should go if  
school unexpectedly closes early. 	
 

Transportation
If  your child is a bus rider, you will be able to 
view the bus schedule in your child’s PowerSchool 
account before the start of  school in August. 
Parents or guardians, designated adults, or siblings 
are required to meet kindergartners at the bus 
stop after school. Bus drivers will not release 
students without family supervision. If  your child 
will need transportation to a location other than 
your home on a consistent basis, please complete 
this online form: 

www.colonialsd.org/childcaretransportation

Children who are walkers will not be released 
from the building unless met by a parent, 
guardian, or designated adult or sibling.



Physical Examinations 
and Dental Examinations
These examinations are required by State law 
and may be done by your own private physician 
or dentist, or they may be done by the school’s 
physician or dentist. Physical examinations 
must include an eye exam. Necessary forms for 
examination by your private physician will be 
provided by the school nurse during registration. 
Examinations by your own physician and dentist 
are valid if  done within one year prior to entry 
into school.

Immunizations Required 
for Kindergarten
A child will not be admitted to school without 
the following:

•	 Copy of  immunization card
•	 4 doses of  DTap Vaccine (1 dose on or after 

4th birthday)
•	 4 doses of  Polio Vaccine (4th dose on or 

after 4th birthday and at least 6 months after 
previous dose given)

•	 2 doses of  MMR Vaccine
•	 3 doses of  Hepatitis B 
•	 2 doses of  Varicella (Chickenpox) or evi-

dence of  immunity

A completed immunization record needs to be 
presented to school by day 5 or the student will 
be at risk for exclusion on day 6. If  possible, 
please submit proof  of  immunization prior to 
the first day of  school. Contact the school nurse 
for assistance.

Insurance
Accident insurance is available to children 
if  parents/guardians so desire. Information 
concerning this insurance will be sent home with 
your child shortly after school starts. Our school 
nurse will complete the necessary insurance 
forms should your child be injured in school.

Page 7	       Follow us on Facebook      Instagram      X/Twitter      YouTube       LinkedIn  www.colonialsd.org



Language Arts
Instruction in kindergarten is focused on 
developing foundational skills that prepare 
students for later learning. Language and literacy 
development encompasses reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening. In this foundational 
year, kindergarten teachers embed language and 
literacy into the daily activities of  the classroom. 
Following a structured literacy framework, 
students work in whole groups, small groups, 
and individual settings, where students develop 
literacy skills by:

•	 Listening to a variety of  stories, poems, and 
informational books

•	 Participating in shared reading experiences
•	 Developing and strengthening their knowl-

edge of  letter shapes, names, sounds, and 
words

•	 Hearing sounds in words to write sentences 
to communicate experiences and informa-
tion they have learned

•	 Telling and writing stories
•	 Recognizing rhyming words, and seeing and 

hearing likenesses and differences between 
words 

•	 Dramatizing stories
•	 Interacting with text independently and with 

others
•	 Using adaptive literacy software to support 

speaking, listening, reading, writing, and 
hearing skills

Getting Ready to Read
Readiness depends on a child’s maturity. All 
students are not ready to read at the same time 
due to individual rates of  development. Some 
indicators of  a child’s readiness to read are:

	 Understanding of  book handling:
•	 Knows front and back of  book
•	 Knows that print carries a message
•	 Knows where to begin to read on a single 

page of  print 
	 Knowledge of  concepts about print:
•	 Knows the difference between a letter and a 

word
•	 Knows most upper case and lower case 

letters
•	 Has a beginning sight vocabulary of  a few 

words
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Mathematics
Children use numbers to count and compare 
quantities and explore concepts related to:

•	 Number recognition and sequencing 
•	 Number relationships
•	 Addition and subtraction

Children participate in engaging, hands-on 
activities. Through real-world contexts, they 
are encouraged to think creatively, develop and 
communicate their own problem-solving strategies, 
and work cooperatively with their classmates.

Science
Children are curious about the world around 
them, constantly making observations and 
exploring. Kindergarten students will investigate 
phenomena about the natural world in an 
environment that fosters questioning, reasoning 
and collaboration with peers. Topics will include 
the motion of  objects and the effect strength or 
direction has on pushes or pulls. Additionally, 
they will study how plants and animals grow, take 
science walks, and observe changes in seasons 
and weather all by using models, identifying 
patterns, and noticing cause and effect. Colonial 
School District’s Science Program is geared to 
nurture students’ scientific curiosity and instill 
reasoning in our youngest learners.

Social Studies
Social studies concepts and standards are 
embedded into students’ reading and writing 
lessons in kindergarten. The foundation for social 
studies, economics, history, and the workings 
of  government begin with children’s personal 

experiences and their initial understanding of  
themselves in relation to their families, homes, 
and schools. As their perceptions grow, they 
further expand this scope to understand how 
systems work together. Students will be able 
to use what they learn to help them become 
productive citizens in the 21st century. 

Technology
Kindergarten students are immersed in a 
technology-rich learning environment. Instruction 
is focused on learning responsible use of  
technology, computational thinking (such as 
sequencing and chunking), as well as coding, 
robotics, and design. Colonial School District is 
a 1:1 digital environment, where each student is 
provided with a device. Kindergarteners and first-
graders receive iPads to use in the classroom.

Equity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging
All of  our schools strive to create a learning 
environment that fosters openness, acceptance, and 
an appreciation of  culture and identity. We want 
our schools to be places that are welcoming and 
that provide students with a sense of  belonging. 
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Personal and 
Social Development
Kindergarten provides many opportunities 
for children to grow and fulfill their learning 
potential. Children feel comfortable taking risks 
in a safe and supportive learning environment. 
Emphasis is placed on:

•	 Communicating thoughts and feelings
•	 Forming relationships
•	 Sharing, listening, and cooperating
•	 Accepting suggestions
•	 Responsibility and leadership
•	 Respect, kindness and tolerance
•	 Independence
•	 Self-esteem and positive outlook

Children are able to express themselves 
creatively through the arts. This is achieved 
through:

•	 Listening to music
•	 Singing and dancing

•	 Playing instruments
•	 Painting
•	 Drawing
•	 Creating with clay and wood

Kindergarten students participate in special 
weekly classes in art, music, physical education, 
technology, and library. There are many 
opportunities for students to learn to appreciate 
the work of  others, as well as to enjoy their own 
efforts and accomplishments.

Elementary school counselors can help students 
with their transition to kindergarten. The school 
counselor understands the unique developmental 
needs of  the elementary student. School 
counselors are also trained in communication 
and problem-solving skills. School counselors 
may do push-in classroom lessons where they 
introduce themselves and explain their role 
in the school. Lessons may also cover topics 
such as friendship skills, worries, sharing and 
classroom skills. School counselors also serve 
as a resource for parents on a variety of  topics, 
such as developmental, social, behavioral or 
academic concerns. 

Page 10								                www.colonialsd.org



Pupil Services
The Pupil Services Department is key to 
providing programs, services, and resources to 
the Colonial school community. Pupil Services 
includes the areas of  Special Education, Gifted 
Education, Counseling, Health Services, Speech 
and Language, Psychology, Occupational and 
Physical Therapy, Home and School Visitor, 
Behavioral Health, and Registration. Our goal is 
to provide the appropriate supports in order for 
our students to maximize their learning potential 
and subsequently achieve at their highest level.

Emergency Aid
Our school nurse will provide first aid in case 
of  an emergency. For all other treatments, 
parents/guardians are required to log into the 
SNAP Health Portal in PowerSchool to provide 
permission for the nurse to treat your child.  If  
necessary, parents/guardians will be notified by 
the school nurse. If  your child needs to be sent 
home from school for health reasons, a school 
official will call you for transportation home. For 
cases like this, please keep the school notified of  
your latest work, home, and cell phone numbers 
by keeping them current in your PowerSchool 
account. List the telephone number of  someone 
who could be contacted in case of  an emergency.

School Safety
Colonial School District places a premium on 
student safety and security. The District works 
continuously with many stakeholders (both 
internally and externally) to ensure its policies, 
procedures, and safety-related equipment are 
current and in alignment with federal, state, and 
local recommendations and requirements. The 
District continually assesses its safety and secu-
rity measures to maintain its place as a national 
leader in school safety and security.

Volunteering
Volunteers are valuable members of  our school 
community. Through the donation of  your time 
and talents, you help us to provide the tools, 
knowledge, and resources our students need to 
succeed in and out of  the classroom. To volun-
teer, Pennsylvania law requires the completion 
of  volunteer clearances. Please visit our website 
for information on what is required and for 
instructions on how to submit your clearances 
online. Go to www.colonialsd.org/volunteer. 
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Preparation for 
Kindergarten
•	 Talk about kindergarten 

as a friendly, happy place.
•	 Label all of  your child’s 

belongings, including 
clothing, water bottles, 
lunch boxes, school bags, 
coats, mittens, and hats.

•	 Dress your child in 
comfortable clothing 
and sneakers or closed-
toed shoes for safe play 
at recess.

•	 Provide a book bag or backpack large 
enough to hold a 9x12 folder, water bottle, 
lunch box, and a school-issued iPad. 

•	 If  your child will be a bus rider, discuss the 
importance of  remaining seated on the bus 
and listening to the driver.

Teach your child how to:
•	 Recite full name, address, and phone number.
•	 Take off  and put on a coat (even if  the 

sleeves are inside out).
•	 Use the bathroom independently.
•	 Wash hands independently.
•	 Use a tissue to blow their nose independently.
•	 Cover coughs and sneezes with their elbow.
•	 Fasten shoelaces, zippers, and buttons.
•	 Open and close lunch food and snack con-

tainers.

Staying 
Connected
In addition to staying in touch 
with your child’s teacher, we 
encourage you to take steps 
to stay connected to your 
child’s school and the district 
as a whole. Please be sure 
to keep your contact infor-
mation up-to-date in Power-
School, which is our student 
information system. Infor-
mation supplied here is used 
when we send out communi-

cation via email, phone, text, or mail. 

Here are some other ways to stay connected to 
what’s going on:

•	 Visit www.colonialsd.org for the calendar, 
menus, handbooks, attendance reporting 
information, and news and updates

•	 Download our free app from the App Store 
or Google Play to follow your child’s school 
news and receive push notifications

•	 Follow Colonial School District on Face-
book, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram

•	 Read the E-Friday Folder sent each week 
from your child’s school 

•	 Follow CITV on YouTube or Instagram for 
videos and other programming

•	 Attend your child’s Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion (PTO) meetings

•	 Follow your child’s PTO social media ac-
counts (please note these are not run by the 
District)
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Report Cards/Conferences
To communicate student progress with 
families, conferences will take place at school 
in November. Additionally, report cards will be 
shared at the close of  each trimester throughout 
the year. A strong partnership between parents/
guardians and teachers helps to ensure students 
have a positive and productive learning 
experience.

Student Records
Colonial School District recognizes the need 
to protect the confidentiality of  personally 
identifiable information in the education 
records of  children. This is accomplished by a 
questionnaire completed at registration as well 
as notices sent to physician’s offices and private 
schools located within Colonial School District.

No disclosure, except in specific instances, of  
personally identifiable information from student 
records to outside sources will be made without 
prior written consent of  the parent/guardian or 
eligible student. An eligible student is a student 
who has reached 18 years of  age.

Parents/guardians and/or eligible students 
have the right to inspect or review student’s 
records by appointment after a written 
request is received.  Parents/guardians and/
or eligible students have the right to request 
that a record be amended if  they believe that 
information contained in the record is inaccurate 
or misleading or violates privacy.  Parents/
guardians and/or eligible students have a right to 
a student record hearing to challenge the content 
of  education records.

Parents/guardians and/or eligible students 
have a right to file a written complaint with 
the Federal Family Education Rights and 
Privacy Division, United States Department 
of  Education, Switzer Building, 330 C Street, 
S.W., Washington, DC 20201, regarding possible 
violations. The Colonial School District 
maintains copies of  its student records policy as 
approved by the Pennsylvania Department of  
Education in each school building (Principal’s 
or Guidance Office) and at the Administrative 
Office, 230 Flourtown Road, Plymouth Meeting, 
PA  19462. This plan is available for inspection. 
Any questions should be addressed to the Office 
of  Pupil Services.   
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Special Education Services and Programs, 
Services for Gifted Students, and Services for 
Protected Handicapped Students

The US Congress enacted the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to assure 
that all children with disabilities receive a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE) designed 
to meet their unique needs in the least restrictive 
environment. In accordance with this law and 
Pennsylvania School Code (Chapter 14), Colo-
nial School District provides, without cost to 
parents, screenings and evaluations, appropriate 
programs, and a continuum of  services to all 
students thought to be eligible and in need of  
specially designed instruction and related ser-
vices.  Services are provided for the full range of  
disabilities listed below:

Intellectual disability  
Hearing impairment
Speech or language impairment,
Visual impairment (including blindness)
Emotional disturbance
Orthopedic impairment
Autism
Traumatic brain injury
Other health impairment
Specific learning disability
Deafness
Deaf-blindness
Multiple disabilities

Every effort is made to serve students at their 
home schools using an inclusive approach 
toward instructional delivery.  For those chil-
dren whose educational needs cannot be met 

in a District program, placements are made in 
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit classes 
or alternative/approved private schools.

Special education instruction is aligned with the 
Pennsylvania Academic Standards, and students 
fully participate, with testing accommodations 
when appropriate, in all District and state-wide 
assessment programs.  A guiding principle in 
the delivery of  instruction to students with 
special needs is that standards-based instruction 
provides a solid foundation for all students to 
master the academic content, skills, and compe-
tencies for lifelong learning, independence, and 
professional growth.  Students participate in all 
school activities including vocational education 
programs which may be provided through the 
Central Montco Technical High School, com-
munity-based programs, or the Montgomery 
County Intermediate Unit.  

Eligibility for Special Education Services
Colonial School District conducts ongoing 
child-find activities for the purpose of  identi-
fying students who may need special education 
and related services.  Additionally, teachers who 
suspect a child may need services can make a 
referral to the Child Student Team to explore 
general education supports, interventions, and 
classroom modifications.  Multidisciplinary 
evaluations (MDE) follow for those not making 
sufficient progress with those supports.  Evalu-
ations are conducted only with parent consent 
and all information gathered under this process 
is confidential.   

Parents can also request an evaluation regardless 

Special Education Services and Programs, 
Services for Gifted Students, and 

Services for Protected Handicapped Students
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Continued from page 14
of  whether their child attends public or private 
school.  Parents who have concerns about the 
development of  their three-to-five-year-old can 
call the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit 
Early Intervention Office at 484-685-1856.

For further information on the screening, eval-
uation procedures and provisions of  services to 
students with disabilities, parents can contact the 
Supervisors of  Special Education at 610-834-1670.

Gifted Services
In compliance with Pennsylvania School Code 
(Chapter 16), services designed to meet the 
unique needs of  gifted students are provided.  
Students are identified individually based on 
guidelines and regulations embodied in state law 
under Chapter 16.  Students who possess supe-
rior intelligence scores or who meet the multiple 
eligibility criteria indicating gifted ability by the 
Gifted Multidisciplinary Team are provided with 
a program of  specially designed instruction to 
meet the outstanding intellectual and creative 
abilities of  the student.  Colonial School District 
conducts screenings and evaluations to identify 
students who are gifted and in need of  special-
ly designed instruction.  Universal screenings 
of  all students take place in second grade.  For 
older students, teachers may make individual 
recommendations for screening of  students 
showing high academic potential and a need for 
enrichment instruction.  Parents may also make 
requests to their child’s school counselor for an 
individual screening or evaluation.  

For further information on the evaluation 

procedures and provision of  services to gifted 
students, parents can contact the Supervisors of  
Special Education at 610-834-1670.

Services for Protected Handicapped Students
In compliance with state law (Chapter 15) and 
federal law (Section 504), Colonial School District 
provides services, related aides, and/or reason-
able accommodations needed to provide equal 
opportunity to participate in and benefit from the 
school program and extracurricular activities.  To 
qualify, a student must have a physical or mental 
condition which substantially limits a major life 
activity.  If  an evaluation and subsequent parent/
school team determine that a child is eligible, a 
service agreement noting reasonable accommo-
dations in general education is developed.  These 
services are distinct from those applicable to 
students receiving special education.

For further information on the evaluation pro-
cedures and provision of  services to protected 
handicapped students, parents/guardians can 
contact their child’s school counselor.
Confidentiality:  All information gathered about 
your child is subject to the confidentiality provi-
sions contained in federal and state laws.

Colonial School District has policies and proce-
dures in effect governing the collection, main-
tenance, destruction, and disclosure to third 
parties of  this information.  For information 
about these policies and procedures, as well as 
rights pertaining to confidentiality and access to 
educational records, you may contact, in writing, 
the Supervisors of  Special Education or any 
building principal. 

Special Education Services and Programs, 
Services for Gifted Students, and 

Services for Protected Handicapped Students
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Stay Up-to-Date on Colonial School District Communications!
Website: www.colonialsd.org

App: Download free from the App Store/Google Play
Facebook: @colonialsdpa
X/Twitter: @Colonial_SD
Instagram: @colonialsdpa

LinkedIn: Colonial School District - PA
YouTube: youtube.com/colonialinstructionaltelevision or Channel 28 on Verizon/Comcast

Colonial School District
230 Flourtown Road

Plymouth Meeting, PA  19462
Phone: 610-834-1670    

Conshohocken Borough  -  Plymouth Township  -  Whitemarsh Township
				   Dr. Michael Christian, Superintendent of  Schools
				   Karen Berk, Director of  Pupil Services and Special Education
				   Andrew Boegly, Director of  Technology
				   Rosemarie Gregitis, Director of  Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
				   Joe Lally, Director of  Operations		
				   Michelle O’Reilly, Director of  Human Resources
				   Mark Digian, Business Administrator
						   

Conshohocken Elementary
301 Harry Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Denise Marks, Principal 
Phone: 610-828-0362

Plymouth Elementary
542 Plymouth Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Kylene Phillips, Principal
Phone: 610-825-8190

Ridge Park Elementary
200 Karrs Lane
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Eileen Carr, Principal
Phone: 610-825-1083

Whitemarsh Elementary
4120 Joshua Road
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Joshua Perlman, Principal
Phone: 610-828-9092

Central Registration
230 Flourtown Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Lenore Ciccolone, Registrar
Phone: 610-834-1670, ext. 2150

K-3 Elementary School Buildings


