
Grade 6

eLearning Day 1



LET’S READ AND WRITE!



By the end of today’s lesson, you 
should be able to…

● Describe the best practices of 
reading poetry.

● Describe what poetry looks 
(structure) and sounds like and 
explain how it differs from other 
genres of writing. 

Learning Targets 



Poetry as a genre is wide and deep and has evolved over time. Can poetry be 
two words? Can a book tell a story only in the form of poetry? Are songs 
poetry? 

Poetry is a type of literature, or artistic writing, that attempts to stir a reader's 
imagination or emotions. The poet does this by carefully choosing and arranging 
language for its meaning, sound, and rhythm. Some poems, such as nursery 
rhymes, are simple and humorous.

What is Poetry?



limericks
narrative 

poems

haiku

Poetry is a type of literature in which words are 
chosen and arranged in a compact, precise way 

to create specific effects.

Poetry: a Definition



Mother to Son 
Poet: Langston Hughes
Speaker: the mother

Beautiful
Poet: Eminem
Speaker: Eminem

Speaker 

The narrator of the 
poem (not always 

the poet!)

To Read Poetry You Need to Know...



Haiku is a form.
On sweet plum blossoms
The sun rises suddenly.
Look, a mountain path!

- by Basho

Beautiful by Eminem has 
the form of a Lyric. (Not 
because it has rap lyrics.)

Form
The arrangement of the poem’s words and lines 

on a page. There are many poetic forms.

To Read Poetry You Need to Know...



This is a LINE. There are 
9 lines in this example. 

In my shoes, just to see
What it’s like, to be me
I’ll be you, let’s trade shoes
Just to see what I’d be like
To feel your pain, you feel mine
Go inside each other’s minds
Just to see what we'd find
Look at it through each other’s eyes
Don't let them say you ain't beautiful

Lines
A group of words in a poem before they break 

into the next line. One word can be a line as well.

To Read Poetry You Need to Know...



Stanza

In my shoes, just to see
What it’s like, to be me
I’ll be you, lets trade shoes
Just to see what I’d be like
To feel your pain, you feel mine
Go inside each other’s minds
Just to see what we'd find
Look at it through each other’s eyes
Don't let them say you ain't beautiful

Stanza
A group of two or more lines of poetry creating a 
unit in a poem. Each stanza may have the same 

number of lines or different number.

To Read Poetry You Need to Know...



So What? 

Why does a poem’s structure 
matter? 

When you look at each line, 
stanza, and understand who 
the speaker is, it helps you to 
gain a deeper understanding 
of the poem. 



Today, you will read “To Find a Friend” by Joseph 
Bruchac. Poem is on the next slide.

Here are a two helpful hints to reading poetry:

1. Read a poem multiple times to interpret its 
meaning. 

2. Divide the poem into smaller sections – for 
example by stanzas or by lines. As you read 
each section, think about these two big 
questions: What is actually happening in this 
section? And what does it mean? 

Let’s Read Poetry

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SHVmr1L5ds_vqgj4jDxSJI1njG3-ropH




1. For the poem you just read, “To Find a Friend”, select a line or two that 
resonates with you. Resonate is a fancy way of saying, “what stands out to 
you?” What makes you smile, or sad, or confused? What line(s) are clear to 
you?

2. Copy down the line(s) and write a response explaining what you noticed the 
poet did to create such a strong piece of writing. 

3. How does looking closely at each line, stanza, and the speaker of the poem, 
help you better understand the poem? 

4. If you didn’t identify the voice or speaker in this poem, what important 
information might you have missed? 

**Answer on your own paper**

What Do You Think?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GNfpcKpk0j7OIZWjcaSb5BgpzJcPXBe4/view?usp=sharing


Let’s Write!  Poetry Time

Practice poetry through writing!  You are going to write a HAIKU today.



EXAMPLE: YOUR TURN!  On your 
paper, write a Haiku.  You 
can write it on ANY TOPIC 
as long as you follow the 
Haiku Rules!

-3 lines
-5/7/5 syllable pattern
-not rhyming

Have fun and be creative!



TIME FOR MATH!



Math time! 

Today we are going to review your 
math skills to get you ready for 6th 
grade!  Answer on your own paper!





Problem Solving! Complete on your own paper. Show your work. 



TIME FOR SOCIAL STUDIES!



Social Studies

This year is ELECTION YEAR for 
a new president in the United 

States.  Let’s read about one of 
our past presidents in history!











TIME FOR SCIENCE!



New Unit!  Informative Writing- Weather



Use template on next page to sort your facts 



On your own paper, recreate this chart and 
fill in the boxes from the Weather Fact File



Let’s Write!  Now you are going to write a rough draft informational text using the 
scaffold below. 



WHOA!  Good Job! 


