
Saucon Valley School District 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

January 14, 2020 – 7 pm 
 High School Audion  

 

             
 

Welcome to the meeting of the Saucon Valley School Board.  Our objective is to serve the students, 
parents, and residents of our community.  You are an important part of this meeting and we look 
forward to your questions and comments. 
 
We are all here for the same reason.  All opinions are welcomed and equally valuable.  Our only 
request is that we address each other with civility and respect.  Our courtesy toward each other is 
the best way to show our students how much we respect them as well. 
 
Notice to Public - This is to notify all in attendance at the Saucon Valley School Board meeting that 
the district is video and audio taping the meeting and the meeting will be posted for public viewing 
according to district policy. 

 

Agenda 
 
6:15 pm – Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel Item and Superintendent’s  
       Goals. 
 

I. Call to Order – Dr. Shamim Pakzad, President, presiding 
 

II. Recording of Attendance – David Bonenberger, Secretary 
 
III. Motion to Approve Agenda 

 
IV. Announcement of Executive Session – January 14, 2020 

 
V. Approval of Minutes – December 3, 2019 and December 10, 2019 

 
VI. Recognition – None 

 
VII. Presentation – 

A. High School Student Representative Report 
 

VIII. Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Craig Butler, Superintendent 
 

IX. Courtesy of the Floor to Visitors – Agenda Items Only – Visitors should state their 
name and address. 
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Presentation of Bills – David Bonenberger 
A. General Expenditures –  $1,430,725.62 
B. Cafeteria Expenditures –  $43,182.49 
C. Health Benefits – $678,930.45 
D. Capital Projects – $6,215.52 
 

   Recommendations for Approval 
 

Presentation of Bills 
1. Approve the above presentation of bills. 
 

Recommendation:  To approve all motions and recommendations as listed above in Presentation of Bills. 

 
X. Treasurer’s Report – Cedric Dettmar/David Bonenberger 

A. Cash Investment and Bond Activity  
B. Condensed Board Summary Report  
C. Capital Project Finance Report   
D. Budget Transfers – $3,622.00 
E. Middle School Activity Report – November 30, 2019 
F. High School Activity Report – November 30, 2019 

 

   Recommendations for Approval 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
1. Approve the above Treasurer’s Report. 
 

Recommendation:  To approve all motions and recommendations as listed above in Treasurer’s Report. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A. Education 
 

Items/Projects for Discussion      

   None 
 

Recommendations for Approval 
 

 School Climate 
1. Approve the administration of a School Climate Survey approved 

by the Pennsylvania Department of Education to parents, staff, 
students, and community members. This will assist district leaders 
in identifying strengths and areas of improvement for the district. It 
will also fulfill the requirement from state auditors to administer an 
annual climate survey. There is no cost for the administration or 
collection of feedback from the survey. 
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Awarding of Mini-Grant 
2. Approve the following 2019-20 mini grant sponsored by the Saucon 

Valley Foundation for Educational Innovations:  
 

Small Grant 
Respect My Red Speaker – HS Equity & Inclusion Committee ($2,500) 
 

Recommendation:  To approve all motions and recommendations as listed above in Education. 

 
B. Personnel 

 

Items/Projects for Discussion      

   None 
 

   Recommendations for Approval 
 

Retirements 
   1.  Approve the retirement of: 
 

Connie Kresge, bus driver, effective the last day of the 19-20 school year. 
 

Steven Hanner, bus driver, effective June 30, 2020. 
 

Resignation 
   2.  Approve the resignation of Kristen Novack, elementary part time 

paraprofessional, effective immediately. 
 

Professional Staff Increase in Time 
3. Approve Donna Ellis from .5 to full-time teacher.  Mrs. Ellis will 

move from .5 high school physical education teacher to full-time 
middle school physical education teacher effective February 1, 
2020.  Her new salary will be $63,086 (M+6, Step 4), which will be 
prorated for the remaining days of the 2019-20 school year.  Mrs. 
Ellis is replacing Kathleen Golden, who will be retiring on January 
31, 2020. 

 
Maternity Leave  
4.  Approve the following maternity leave request: 
 

Holli Conrad, second grade teacher, beginning approximately February 3,  
2020.  She plans on using 20 sick days and five personal days prior to 
starting 12 weeks of unpaid FMLA leave.  Mrs. Conrad will be on an 
unpaid leave the remainder of the 2019-20 school year.  She will return to 
her teaching duties on at the beginning of the 2020-21 school year. 
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Medical Leave 
5.  Approve the following medical leave request: 
 

Melissa Santly, custodian, from February 7, 2020 to approximately March 
18, 2020. She will be using her paid time off from January 22, 2020 until 
February 6, 2020. 

 

Unpaid Time Off 
6. Approve two unpaid days, February 6 & 7, 2020, for Terrianne 

Strunk, food service. She will be using her personnel days for 
February 3-5, 2020. 

 

Long Term Substitute 
7.  Approve the following long term substitute: 
 

Caitlin Adams as middle school mathematics long term substitute for the 
beginning January 15, 2020 and continue for the remainder of the 2019-
20 school year.  Base salary is $52,382 (B, Step 1), which will be prorated 
for number of days worked.  Ms. Adams is replacing Amanda Holveck, 
who will be on maternity leave during this time. 

 

Elementary After School Homework Club 
8. Approve the additional 2019-20 Elementary After School 

Homework Club advisor: 
 

Katherine Jackson  
 

Paraprofessional Substitute 
9. Approve Cody Luybli as an instructional paraprofessional substitute 

effective January 14, 2020.  
 

Saucon Valley Fine Arts High School Spring Production 
10. Approve the following producer/directors/musicians for the 2020  
 Saucon Valley Fine Art’s high school musical of Hello Dolly: 
 

 Chad Miller – Producer/Director – $4,833 
 Kim Tassinaro – Assistant Director/Choreography – $2,700 
 Patrick Mertz – Technology Director – $2,700 
 Michael Marini – Pit Director – $1,300 
 Musicians – Pit Orchestra – $1,900 
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Superintendent Salary for 2019-20 
11. Approve _________ increase in salary for Dr. Craig Butler, 

Superintendent.  The increase shall be retroactive to the beginning 
of the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

 

 Addition(s) to the Substitute List 
12.   Approve the following 2019-20 substitute teacher(s): 
 

 Caitlin Adams – All Subjects 4-6, Math 7-8, Science 7-8 
Janine Bonham – Biology, Earth/Space Science 
Jason Brader – SV Emergency Certified 

 
Conference/Travel Request 
13.  Approve the attached conference/travel requests  

 
Recommendation:  To approve all motions and recommendations as listed above in Personnel. 

 
C. Facilities 

 

Items/Projects for Discussion      

   None 
 

Recommendations for Approval 
   

Bus Purchase* 
1. Approve the purchase of two new 80 passenger front engine school 

busses in the amount of $108,474.00 per bus from Brightbill Body 
Works via Sourcewell Bidding.  Attachment 

    

Recommendation: : To approve all motions and recommendations as listed above in Facilities.  

 
D. Finance 

 

2020-2021 Budget Timeline for the 2019-2020 School Year 
 

January 14, 2020 (5 days after Resolution adoption) – District Deadline to submit adopted Resolution and 
proposed tax rate increases to the Department of Education. 
 

January 19, 2020 (10 days prior to Preliminary Budget adoption deadline) – District Deadline to give public 
notice of intent to adopt the 2020-21 Preliminary Budget unless a Resolution was adopted indicating that it will 
not raise the rate of any tax by more than its index. 
 

January 29, 2020 (90 days prior to primary election) – District Deadline to adopt the 2020-2021 Preliminary 
Budget unless a Resolution was adopted. 
 

February 3, 2020 (85 days prior to primary election) – District Deadline to submit the 2020-2021 Preliminary 
Budget containing proposed tax rate increases to the Department of Education. 
 

May 31, 2020 - District Deadline to adopt the 2020-2021 proposed final budget and upload the signed 
Certification of Use of PDE-2028 into the Consolidated Financial Reporting System application. 
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June 10, 2020 (20 days prior to final budget adoption deadline) – District Deadline to make the 2020-2021 
Proposed Final Budget available for public inspection on PDE-2028. 
 

June 20, 2020 (10 days prior to final budget adoption deadline) – District Deadline to offer public notice of its 
intent to adopt the 2020-2021 final budget. 

 
 

Items/Projects for Discussion  
   A. Finance Meeting Summaries from December 11, 2019 & January 8, 2020. 

 

Recommendations for Approval 
 
Business Mileage Rate 
1. Approve the federal standard business mileage rate from 58 cents 

per mile to 57.5 cents per mile beginning January 1, 2020, in 
accordance with the Saucon Valley Education Association 
Professional Contract and the Administrative Employment 
Agreement. 

  
Recommendation: To approve all motions and recommendations as listed above in Finance.  

 
E. Community Outreach – SV Partnership – Michael Karabin and Shawn Welch 

 
F. Bethlehem Area Vo-Tech School – Cedric Dettmar and Bryan Eichfeld 

(Meetings are the first Tuesday of every month) 

 
G. Colonial Intermediate Unit – Sandra Miller 

(Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of every month) 

 
 H. PSBA – Sandra Miller 
 
 I. Hellertown/Lower Saucon Chamber of Commerce – Michael Karabin 
 
 J. Saucon Valley Foundation for Educational Innovation – Tracy Magnotta 

 
K. Northampton Community College – Susan Baxter 

  (Meetings are the first Thursday of every month) 

 
 L. New Business 

 
 M. Old Business  
 

XI. Citizen’s Inquiries and Comments – Visitors should state their name and address. 
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XII. Announcements 

 

Future Meetings ~  
 

  January 28, 2020 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion 
February 11, 2020 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion 
February 25, 2020 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion 

 
XIII. Motion to Adjourn Meeting 

 
 
 

The Saucon Valley School District does not discriminate on the  
basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or handicap.  
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The Annual Reorganization Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Saucon Valley School 
District was held on Tuesday, December 3, 2019 in the High School Audion.  Present were 
Directors Edward Andres, Susan Baxter, Cedric Dettmar, Bryan Eichfeld, Michael Karabin,   
Shamim Pakzad and Shawn Welch. Tracy Magnotta and Sandra Miller were absent.  Also 
present were Dr. Craig Butler, Superintendent, David Bonenberger, Board Secretary, and 
Mark Fitzgerald, District Solicitor. 
 
I. Call to Order at 7:02pm – David Bonenberger, Board Secretary 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III.  Notice of the Organization Meeting – Mark Fitzgerald, District Solicitor 
 
IV. Comments of the Public - None 
 
V. Nominations for and Election of a Temporary President  
 

 Director Baxter nominated Director Dettmar as temporary President. Director 
Pakzad seconded the nomination.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 
VI. Seating of Newly Elected Board Members  
 

The Honorable David J. Heintzelman, the Mayor of Hellertown swore in the following 
newly elected Board Members: Edward Andres, Susan Baxter, Bryan Eichfeld, 
Michael Karabin, and Shawn Welch. 

 
VI. Nominations for a President 
 

Director Baxter nominated Director Pakzad to serve as Board President for a one-
year term ending December, 2020.  
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Karabin moved to close nominations.   
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 
Dr. Shamim Pakzad will serve as the Board President for a one-year term ending 
December, 2020. 

 
VII. Nominations for a Vice President  

 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Dettmar nominated Director Baxter to serve 
as Board Vice-President for a one-year term ending December, 2020.  
 

Director Welch, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to close nominations.      
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 
Susan Baxter will serve as the Board Vice-President for a one-year term ending 
December, 2020. 
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VIII.    Election of Board Representatives 
 

Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical School – Three Year Term 
Director Karabin nominated Directors Cedric Dettmar and Bryan Eichfeld to serve 
as representatives to the BAVTS for a three-year term ending December, 2022.  
 

Director Welch moved to close nominations.   Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent 
(Magnotta & Miller) 
 

7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 
Director Cedric Dettmar and Bryan Eichfeld are the BAVTS Representatives for a 
three-year term ending December, 2022. 

 
 PSBA Legislative Representatives  
 

Director Dettmar nominated Director Sandra Miller to serve as PSBA Legislative 
Representative to the BAVTS for a one-year term ending December, 2020.  
 

Director Eichfeld moved to close nominations.   Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent 
(Magnotta & Miller) 
 

7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 
Sandra Miller is the PSBA Legislative Representatives for a one-year term ending 
December, 2020. 

 
Colonial Northampton Intermediate Unit #20 – Three Year Term 

 Sandra Miller is serving a 3-year term from 7/1/18 to 6/30/21 

 
Saucon Valley Partnership Representatives (COG) 
 

Director Baxter nominated Director Michael Karabin and Director Shawn Welch to 
serve as District Representatives for the Saucon Valley Partnership for a one-year 
term to December, 2020.  
 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to close nominations.   
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Karabin moved to approve the entire Board 
to be alternate representatives to the Saucon Valley Partnership. 
 

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta and Miller) 
 
Michael Karabin and Shawn Welch are the Board Representatives to the Saucon 
Valley Partnership for a one-year term ending December, 2020. 
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Chamber of Commerce Representative 
 

Director Baxter nominated Director Michael Karabin to serve as District 
Representative for the Chamber of Commerce for a one-year term to December, 
2020 
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to close nominations.   
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta and Miller) 
 
Michael Karabin is the Board Representative to the Chamber of Commerce for a one-
year term ending December, 2020. 

 
 Saucon Valley Foundation for Educational Innovation Representative 
  

Director Dettmar nominated Director Tracy Magnotta to serve as District 
Representative for the SVFEI for a one-year term to December, 2020.  
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to close the nominations. 
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta, Miller) 
 

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta, Miller) 
 

 

Tracy Magnotta is the Board Representative to the SVFEI for a one-year term ending 
December, 2020. 

  
Northampton Community College - Board of Trustees 

 Susan Baxter is serving a 3-year term from 7/1/17 to 6/30/20 

 
TCC Delegates 

 

Director Baxter nominated Cedric Dettmar with David Bonenberger and Gina 
DiNino as alternates to serve as TCC Delegates.  
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to close nominations.      
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Director Cedric Dettmar is the Board Representative to the TCC with David 
Bonenberger and Gina DiNino as the alternates for a one-year term ending 
December, 2020. 
 

Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical School Authority 
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Dettmar nominated Cedric Dettmar to serve 
as BAVTS Authority representative until January 2021. Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent 
(Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Director Cedric Dettmar is the Board Representative to the BAVTS Authority with the 
term ending January, 2020. Director Bryan Eichfeld is currently a representative until 
January 2023. 
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IX.    Approval of Time and Place of School Board Meetings 
  

The Board of School Directors of the Saucon Valley School District will meet at 7 
pm in the Audion located on the District Campus, 2097 Polk Valley Road, 
Hellertown, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month. All meetings will be 
held for the purpose of conducting business. 

             
 Tuesday, January 14, 2020  Tuesday, January 28, 2020  

Tuesday, February 11, 2020  Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020   Tuesday, March 24, 2020 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020   Monday, April 27, 2020**  

Tuesday, May 12, 2020   Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020   Tuesday, June 23, 2020 

Tuesday, July 28, 2020   Tuesday, August 11, 2020   

 Tuesday, August 25, 2020   Tuesday, September 8, 2020  

 Tuesday, September 22, 2020  Tuesday, October 13, 2020  

 Tuesday, October 27, 2020  Tuesday, November 10, 2020 

Tuesday, December 1, 2020 – Reorganization Meeting 
 
* *Due to the Presidential Primary on Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to approve the time and 
place for the school board meetings. Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

X. Authorization of the Use of the Signature Stamp until a New One is Received 
 

 The President requests a motion to authorize the use of the existing signature 
stamp until a new one is prepared reflecting the Board’s new officers. 

 
Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to authorize the use of the 
Signature Stamp until a new one is received.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent 
(Magnotta & Miller) 

  
XI. Comments from the Board – Mark Sivak was thanked for his years of service. 
 
XII. Comments from the Superintendent – Dr. Butler congratulated Directors Baxter 

and Pakzad on their election to office. 
 
XII. Comments from the Public –  

D. Clarke – Requested that we put on the next agenda the issue of bullying in the 
District. He would like to work with the Dr. Butler and community members to work 
together on the bullying issue to accomplish something. 
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Director Karabin asked whose responsibility it will be to keep the Board updated to 
make sure that this is done.  
 
K. MacLean – Commented on the Safe Schools report on the website, Bullying 
Policy and settlement follow-up. 
 

 
XIV.    Adjourn Meeting 
 
 
Director Karabin, seconded by Director Sivak moved to adjourn the Reorganization 
Meeting.  
 
Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller)                                             7:32PM 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  __________________________      ____________________________ 
                                    Secretary                                           President 
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A Business Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Saucon Valley School District was held on 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 in the High School Audion immediately following the annual 
reorganizational meeting. Present were Directors Edward Andres, Susan Baxter, Cedric 
Dettmar, Bryan Eichfeld, Michael Karabin, and Dr. Shamim Pakzad. Directors Tracy Magnotta 
and Sandra Miller were absent. Also present were Dr. Craig B. Butler, Superintendent, David 
Bonenberger, Board Secretary, and Mark Fitzgerald, District Solicitor. 

 
I. Call to the Order –Dr. Shamim Pakzad, President, presiding 

 

II. Recording of Attendance – David Bonenberger, Secretary                                                         

7-present, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 

III. Motion to Approve Agenda - Director Karabin, seconded by Director Baxter moved to 

approve the Agenda.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 

IV. Announcement of Executive Session – December 3, 2019 

 

V. Approval of Minutes – Director Karabin, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to 

approve the minutes of November 12, 2019.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & 

Miller) 

 

VI. Recognition – None 
 

VII. Presentation – 

A. High School Student Representative Report - attached 

 

VIII. Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Craig Butler, Superintendent                                               

December 5th is the Elementary concert and December 10th is the concert for the High 

School. Middle School Band concert is tomorrow December 4th. A community Outreach 

meeting will be on December 9th at 6:00pm in the Middle School LGI. 

 

IX. Courtesy of the Floor to Visitors – Agenda Items Only – None 

 

X. Presentation of Bills – David Bonenberger 

A. General Expenditures –  $484,870.05 

B. Cafeteria Expenditures –  $26,167.83 

C. Health Benefits – $573,618.14 

D. Capital Projects – None 
 

   1. Approve the above presentation of bills. 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Karabin moved to approve the Presentation of 

the Bills.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 



December 3, 2019 - Business Meeting        Page 4155 

                              

 

Treasurer’s Report – Cedric Dettmar/David Bonenberger 

E. Cash Investment and Bond Activity – None 

F. Condensed Board Summary Report – None 

G. Capital Project Finance Report – None 

H. Budget Transfers – $4,413.71 

I. Middle School Activity Report – October 31, 2019 

J. High School Activity Report – October 31, 2019 
 

    

1. Approve the above Treasurer’s Report. 

Director Karabin, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 
 

A. Education 
 

1. Approve the second and final reading for the following policies: 
 

004 Membership 

005 Organization  

007 Distribution  

009 Policy Formulation/Review 

204 Attendance 

208 Withdrawal from School 

233 Suspension and Expulsion 

234 Pregnant Students 

 

Director Karabin asked that Policies 004 and 005 be separated from the grouping. 
 

Director Karabin, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to approve Policies 007, 009, 

204, 208, 233 and 234.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Dettmar move to approve Policies 004 and 005. 
 

Director Karabin, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to amend the motion to exclude 

section 10 of Policy 004.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta and Miller) 
 

Approve amended Policy 004. Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta and Miller) 

 

Director Karabin commented that in Policy 005, page 2, section 4, the last paragraph he 

would like to make it a little more understandable for future Board members.                      
 

Director Karabin, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to approve Policy 005 with the 

revised language of, “If the Board desires to deviate from this provision, they may do so 

based on the majority vote of the Board”. Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & 

Miller) 
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Director Baxter, seconded by Director Karabin moved to amend Policy 005 by changing 

the language from “two (2) successive one year terms” to “four (4) successive one year 

terms”. Vote: 5-yes, 2-no (Dettmar & Pakzad), 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

Approve amended Policy 005. Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 

2. Approve the following 2019-20 mini grant sponsored by the Saucon 

Valley Foundation for Educational Innovations:  Descriptions are 

attached. 
 

Small Grants 

Spanish & French Art Exhibit ($981.90) 

Digital Photo editing for the Photography Club ($1,600) 

Respect My Red Speaker – HS Equity & Inclusion Committee ($2,500) 

Yoga 4 Classrooms Training Program ($2,484) 

Architecture Center for Elementary Art Program ($485) 

High School Robotics ($2,500) 
 

21st Century Funding 

High School Makerspace ($1,020) 

Middle School Makerspace ($1,500) 

 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Andres moved to table the approval of the small 

grant “Respect my Red Speaker”.  Vote: 6-yes, 1-no(Pakzad), 2-absent (Magnotta & 

Miller) 

 

Director Karabin, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to approve the remainder of 

Education Item #2.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

B. Personnel 
     

   A.   Congratulate the following professional on receiving tenure on 

 December 12, 2019: Alexia Harstine 

    

1. Approve Keri Kane as a full time bus driver with salary and benefits 

per the current Support Professionals Contract, effective December 

4, 2019. She is replacing George Hahalis who recently resigned. 

 

2. Approve the following substitute support staff: 
 

Emily Gore, substitute instructional paraprofessional, at an hourly rate of 

$9.99, no benefits, on a “call as needed” basis, effective December 4, 

2019. 
 

Janet Reilly, substitute food service, at an hourly rate of $9.80, no 

benefits, on a “call as needed” basis, effective December 4, 2019. 
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Deanna Spengler, substitute food service, at an hourly rate of $9.80, no 

benefits, on a “call as needed” basis, effective December 4, 2019. 
 

Samantha Laub, substitute secretary & paraprofessional, at an hourly rate 

of $9.99, no benefits, on a “call as needed” basis, effective December 4, 

2019. 

  

3. Approve the following co-curricular/extra duty appointment for the 

2019-20 school year. 
 

High School 
Eric Focht – National Honor Society (Mr. Focht will be replacing Jessica 

Cummings while she is on maternity leave.  Stipend will be split based on 

percentage of days in charge of the club.) 

 

4. Approve the attached Benefit and Compensation Plans for the 

following groups.  The increase shall be retroactive to the beginning 

of the 2019-20 fiscal year. 
 

Administrative Assistants/Clerical 

Technology Department 

  

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to approve Personnel Item #4.  

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 

   5.  Approve the following 2019-20 winter coaches: 
 

Swimming 

Elizabeth Chikotas - Assistant Coach - $1,857.50 
Maggie Olock - Assistant Coach - $1,857.50 
 

Girls Basketball 
 Lori Hlavinka - Assistant Coach - Resignation 
Gail Nolf - Assistant Coach - $2,986.00 
 

Wrestling 
Brandon Palik - Assistant Coach - Volunteer 

 

 

6.   Approve the following 2019-20 substitute teacher(s): 
 

 Christina Harrison – Social Studies 

 

Director Karabin, seconded by Director Dettmar move to Approve Personnel Items #1-3, 

5 & 6.  Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 

7.  Approve the attached conference/travel requests  
 

Director Baxter would approve but feels it should be every other year and feels the 

conferences should be geared more towards the curricular and less towards the extra-

curricular. 
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Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Baxter moved to approve Personnel Item #7.  

Vote:  7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 

 

 

C. Facilities 
     

   A. Facility Committee Meeting Report from November 20, 2019. 

  

1. Approve the attached list of Surplus/Obsolete items. 
 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to approve Facilities Item #1.  

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
 

D. Finance 
 

2020-2021 Budget Timeline for the 2019-2020 School Year 
 

 

January 9, 2020 (110 days prior to primary election) - District Deadline to have the 2020-21 Proposed 

Preliminary Budget available for public inspection; or adopt a Resolution not to raise the rate of any tax by 

more than its index. 
 

January 14, 2020 (5 days after Resolution adoption) – District Deadline to submit adopted Resolution and 

proposed tax rate increases to the Department of Education. 
 

January 19, 2020 (10 days prior to Preliminary Budget adoption deadline) – District Deadline to give public 

notice of intent to adopt the 2020-21 Preliminary Budget unless a Resolution was adopted indicating that it will 

not raise the rate of any tax by more than its index. 
 

January 29, 2020 (90 days prior to primary election) – District Deadline to adopt the 2020-2021 Preliminary 

Budget unless a Resolution was adopted. 
 

February 3, 2020 (85 days prior to primary election) – District Deadline to submit the 2020-2021 Preliminary 

Budget containing proposed tax rate increases to the Department of Education. 
 

May 31, 2020 - District Deadline to adopt the 2020-2021 proposed final budget and upload the signed 

Certification of Use of PDE-2028 into the Consolidated Financial Reporting System application. 
 

June 10, 2020 (20 days prior to final budget adoption deadline) – District Deadline to make the 2020-2021 

Proposed Final Budget available for public inspection on PDE-2028. 
 

June 20, 2020 (10 days prior to final budget adoption deadline) – District Deadline to offer public notice of its 

intent to adopt the 2020-2021 final budget. 

 
 

1. Approve the commitment of $9,200,000 by the Board of Directors 

from the fund balance of the General Fund of which $4,555,481 is 

for PSERS, post-retirement costs per GASB 45 in the amount of 

$2,450,000; $ 194,519 reserve for health care benefits, and Capital 

Improvements/Replacement in the amount of $2,000,000 

retroactive to June 30, 2019.  
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Andres moved to approve Finance Item #1.  

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
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2. Approve Resolution 2020-21 which states that the Saucon Valley 

School District will not increase any school district tax for the 2020-

21 school year at a rate that exceeds the Index of 2.6% as 

calculated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  

 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Eichfeld moved to approve Finance Item #2.  

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Magnotta & Miller) 
  

 

E. Community Outreach – SV Partnership – Michael Karabin and Shawn Welch 

 

F. Bethlehem Area Vo-Tech School – Cedric Dettmar and Bryan Eichfeld 

BAVTS distributed 90 meals for needy families 

 

G. Colonial Intermediate Unit – Sandra Miller 

 

 H. PSBA – Sandra Miller 

 

 I. Hellertown/Lower Saucon Chamber of Commerce – Michael Karabin 

 

 J. Saucon Valley Foundation for Educational Innovation – Tracy Magnotta 

 

K. Northampton Community College – Susan Baxter 

   

L. New Business –  

 

Director Pakzad asked that Director Andres join the Finance Committee and that 

Director Welch join the Facility Committee. 

 

 M. Old Business  
 

XI. Citizen’s Inquiries and Comments – Visitors should state their name and address. 

 

XII. Announcements 
 

Future Meetings ~  

 

  December 10, 2019 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion 

  January 14, 2020 – 7 pm – Business Meeting - Audion 
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XIII. Motion to Adjourn Meeting 
 

Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Dettmar moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Vote: 7-yes, 0-no, 2-absent (Magnotta & Miller)            8:26pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: ____________________________     ___________________________ 

                       Secretary     President 
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A Business Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Saucon Valley School District was held on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 in the High School Audion. Present were Directors Edward 
Andres, Susan Baxter, Cedric Dettmar, Bryan Eichfeld, Michael Karabin, Tracy Magnotta and 
Sandra Miller and Dr. Shamim Pakzad. Also present were Dr. Craig B. Butler, Superintendent, 
David Bonenberger, Board Secretary, and Mark Fitzgerald, District Solicitor. 
 

I. Call to the Order – Dr. Shamim Pakzad, President, presiding 
 

II. Recording of Attendance – David Bonenberger, Secretary                                                       

8-present, 1-absent (Andres) 

 

III. Motion to Approve Agenda – Director Eichfeld, seconded by Director Karabin moved 

to approve the Agenda.    Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Andres) 
 

IV. Announcement of Executive Session – December 10, 2019 
 

V. Courtesy of the Floor to Visitors – Agenda Items Only  
 

 

A. Personnel 
 

   

1.     Approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Saucon 
Valley Board of School Directors and the Saucon Valley Education 
Association for a time period July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2023 and 
one Memorandum of Understanding with two items. 

 

Director Miller, seconded by Director Dettmar move to approve Personnel Item #1. 

 

Director Andres arrived 7:06pm 

 

Director Eichfeld commented that the rest of the district employees now have spousal 

coordination but it has not been addressed in this new teacher’s contract. He also 

commented that the cost of the raises is more than the $800-$1000 shown due to step 

and column movement that each being between 2% - 2.75%. We are paying at the top 

in the valley and those costs drive tax increases so he will be voting no. 
 

Director Welch reviewed statistics from the area regarding median income, property 

value, cost per student to educate, etc. He stated that we are one of the best performing 

districts in the valley. He commented if this contract is agreed to it will drive either a tax 

increase or possibly even result in a reduction of student services. 
 

Director Miller stated that the teachers are what make this district tick. We have the 

second highest income in Northampton County. The district students continue to score 

high and we have been fiscally responsible in every possible way. For the board to short 

change those that make this district work would be an error in judgment and an 

inappropriate use of our power. 
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Director Dettmar commented that he shares the concerns that have been raised about 

the agreement; there are things he is concerned about. The coordination of benefits is a 

fairness issue. The agreement also has some pluses; there are some features there 

that will allow us to help control costs over the years. It is a good thing to get an early 

agreement and avoid the strikes of the past. 

 

Director Karabin stated that the team did a lot of work and put in a lot of effort. His major 

concern is that he does not feel enough time was spent on negotiating and discussing 

through the whole process in more detail. At this point he is not going to support it. 

 

Vote: 5-yes, 4-no (Andres, Eichfeld, Karabin, Welch) 

 

Director Miller left the meeting 7:26. 

 

VI. Citizen’s Inquiries and Comments – Visitors should state their name and address. 

 

VII. Board Comments – Dr. Pakzad discussed a comment that was made by a 

Superintendent of another school district regarding parents that send their child to 

Lehigh Valley Regional Academy Charter School. 

 

VIII. Announcements 
 

Future Meetings ~  
 

  January 14, 2020 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion  

January 28, 2020 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion 

February 11, 2020 – 7 pm –Business Meeting – Audion 

 

IX. Motion to Adjourn Meeting 
 

 

 

Director Dettmar, seconded by Director Baxter moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no                                                            7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: ____________________________     ___________________________ 

                       Secretary     President 

















































SAUCON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

BUSINESS OFFICE

BUDGETARY TRANSFER FORM
2019-2020

Date: 01/14/2020

ACCOUNT # IN OUT ACCOUNT TITLE REASON FOR TRANSFER NO.

1 TO 10-2130-650-000-30-000-000-000-0000 1,722.00            LICENSE & SOFTWARE/ATTENDANCE BALANCE ACCOUNT

FROM 10-2380-550-000-30-000-000-000-0000 1,722.00           PRINTING & BINDING PRINC 9-12 TRANSFER OF FUNDS

2 TO 10-2130-650-000-30-000-000-000-0000 1,000.00            LICENSE & SOFTWARE/ATTENDANCE BALANCE ACCOUNT

FROM 10-3200-890-000-30-000-000-000-0000 1,000.00           MISCELLANEOUS TRANSFER OF FUNDS

3 TO 10-3200-330-000-30-000-000-000-0000 900.00               PURCHASED PRO&TECH SVCS BALANCE ACCOUNT

FROM 10-3200-519-000-30-000-000-000-0000 900.00              FIELD TRIPS ACTIVITIES 9-12 TRANSFER OF FUNDS

4 TO

FROM

5 TO

FROM

6 TO

FROM

7 TO

FROM

Total Transfer: 3,622.00$         

TRANSFER

AMOUNT

1



Saucon Valley School District
Middle School Student Activities Report

For The Month of November, 2019

Balance - October 31, 2019 $ (32,056.15)

Receipts (4,109.32)

Disbursements (5,854.69)

Balance - November 30, 2019 $ (30,310.78)

ART CLUB $ (19.15)
BAND (3,028.45)
CHEERLEADING (623.87)
CHORUS (4,573.06)
COMMUNITY SERVICE (385.60)
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL (1,555.02)
HONOR SOCIETY (229.46)
I-TEAM (315.13)
KNITTING CLUB (296.52)
ODYSSEY OF THE MIND (2.61)
READING OLYMPICS (380.83)
SEAPEARCH / ROBOTICS (3,465.30)
SKI CLUB (1,371.35)
STUDENT COUNCIL (8,549.73)
YEARBOOK (4,866.12)
5TH GRADE (179.10)
6TH GRADE (50.27)
7TH GRADE (6.85)
8TH GRADE (370.71)
INTEREST (41.65)

$ (30,310.78)

Respectfully Submitted by James Deegan, Principal



SAUCON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
FINANCIAL REPORTS

NOVEMBER 30, 2019
CLUB ACCOUNT FUND

BEGINNING BALANCE ($ 57,068.86)   
INCOME ( 6,394.34)       

EXPENSES ( 7,269.32)       
ENDING BALANCE ($ 56,193.88)   

ENDING
CLUB ACCOUNT BALANCE
AEVIDUM ( 360.71)         
BAND ( 1,966.52)      
CALCULUS CLUB ( 488.97)         
CHORUS ( 726.66)         
CLASS OF 2017 ( (20.32)          
CLASS OF 2019 ( 347.56)         
CLASS OF 2020 ( 5,102.94)      
CLASS OF 2021 Deposit made 12/2 ( (673.92)        
CLASS OF 2022 ( 444.46)         
DANCE TEAM ( 2,219.22)      
DRAMA CLUB ( 1,715.85)      
ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB ( 684.11)         
FBLA ( 4,870.62)      
FOREIGN LANGUAGE ( 1,397.08)      
GLOBAL SCHOLARS ( 2.14)             
GSA ( 50.00)           
NAT'L HISTORY CLUB ( -  )               
NAT'L HONOR SOCIETY ( 2,634.50)      
LEO CLUB ( 686.95)         
MINI-THON ( 2,385.55)      
MODEL UN ( 322.76)         
NEWSPAPER ( 160.39)         
PAINTBALL ( 52.56)           
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB ( 538.09)         
READING TEAM ( 63.00)           
ROBOTICS CLUB ( 2,820.18)      
RUGBY CLUB ( 689.42)         
SADD ( 198.13)         
SGA - STUDENT STORE ( 4,672.75)      
SKI CLUB ( 5,251.16)      
SMASH-VIDEO CLUB ( 26.19)           
SPIRIT COUNCIL ( 281.32)         
STEM ( 585.80)         
UNICEF ( 430.46)         
YEARBOOK ( 14,712.07)    

TOTALS ($ 56,193.88)  

Tamara Gary
Principal



SAUCON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of the Superintendent 

Conference/Travel Breakdown 
January 14, 2020 

 
 

 
Name 

 
Date 

 
Conference/ 
Travel Title -  
Location 

 
Rationale 

 
Estimated Cost Breakdown 

Number 
Attended 
this Year 

Total 
Costs 
to Date 

Previously 
Attended this 
Conference 
If so, Cost 

Travel/Conference     Yes           No 
 

Matt Evancho 
 

K-12 
Mathematics 

Coach 

 
April 1st – 
4th, 2020 

 
NCTM National 

Conference 
 

Chicago, Illinois 

As part of the development 
team for Drawn2Math with 
eGrove Education, we have 
been asked to present and 
share our app with mathematics 
teachers attending the 
conference. We will be able to 
share how SVSD has been an 
integral part in the development 
process as well as data 
collection and piloting. By 
networking with other 
mathematics teachers, gaining 
valuable feedback from them, 
and attending other sessions, 
we will be able to provide 
teachers of SVSD cutting edge 
instructional strategies and 
resources to increase 
achievement of our students. 
Although Drawn2Math is still in 
the development phase, our 
participation will benefit the 
district and its students through 
complimentary access and 
licensures to the app upon 
completion. 

 
 
 
 
 

NCTM will 
cover all costs 
associated with 
this conference 
since Matt and 
Danielle will be 

presenting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-0- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-0- 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 

 
Danielle Lewis 

 
K-4 Gifted 

Elementary 

 
April 1st – 
4th, 2020 

 
NCTM National 

Conference 
 

Chicago, Illinois 

 
 
 

Same as above 
 

NCTM will 
cover all costs 
associated with 
this conference 
since Matt and 
Danielle will be 

presenting. 
 

Total: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$0 

 
 
 
 

-0- 
 

 
 
 
 

-0- 
 

  
 
 

X 



SAUCON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of the Superintendent 

Conference/Travel Breakdown 
January 14, 2020 

 
 
 

 
Name 

 
Date 

 
Conference/ 
Travel Title -  
Location 

 
Rationale 

 
Estimated Cost Breakdown 

Number 
Attended 
this Year 

Total 
Costs 
to Date 

Previously 
Attended this 
Conference 
If so, Cost 

Travel/Conference    Yes           No 
 
Michael Marini 
 
Instrumental 
Music/Band 

 
January 
29th – 31st, 
2020 

 
PMEA District X 
Orchestra 
Festival 2020 
 
Reading, PA 

Mr. Marini will be attending with 
one qualifying student. 

Lodging 
Travel 
Meals 
 
 
Total: 

$237.74 
$59.40 
$60.00 

 
 

$357.14 

 
 
 

-0- 
 

 
 
 

-0- 
 

 
 
 

X 

 
 
 

$252.25 

 
 
Lara McCarthy 
 
K-8 Literacy 
Coach 
 
 
 

 
February 
6th – 7th, 
2020 
 
 

 
PaTTan 
Training 
Announcement 
– Building 
Vocabulary 
Through 
Morphology and 
Word 
Consciousness 
in Primary and 
Elementary 
Students 
 
Harrisburg, PA 
 

Participants will look at 
vocabulary research, practice 
categorizing words according to 
the three-tier model, and 
ultimately learn what goes into 
choosing a good word for 
instruction and how to 
implement those techniques in 
preparing words for students. 
Participants will be introduced to 
morphology, learn and practice 
with vocabulary of morphology, 
an explore key constructions to 
be found in words coming from 
each major language of  origin 
and how and why that might 
prove useful for some students 
who struggle with learning to 
read and spell. 

Lodging 
Meals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comes out of 
Title II funds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total 

$130.00 
$30.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$160.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-0- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-0- 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
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Finance Committee 

 

The Finance Committee of the Saucon Valley School Board met on December 11, 2019 

in the District Office Conference room at 5:00pm. 

The Finance Committee discussed the following items: 

 Reviewed the 2018-2019 budget. 

 Discussed updates regarding LERTA. 

 Discussion on Five Year Forecast. 

 Discussed future possible agenda items. 

 

No recommendations for Board action were brought forward. 



Finance Committee 

 

The Finance Committee of the Saucon Valley School Board met on January 8, 2020 in 

the District Office Conference room at 5:00pm. 

The Finance Committee discussed the following items: 

 Discussed updates regarding LERTA. 

 Discussion on Stop Loss Insurance with representative from Evolve Insurance 

Advisors. 

 

No recommendations for Board action were brought forward. 


	1-14-20
	Attachments
	Minutes 12-3-19
	12-3-19 Reorg
	12-3-19 Business

	Minutes 12-10-19
	B-A
	B-B
	B-C
	B-D
	T-A
	T-B
	T-C
	T-D
	T-E
	T-F
	conferences
	Bus Quote
	order form (7)

	Finance Committee Summary 12-11-19
	Finance Committee Summary 1-8-20


	SOLD TO: Saucon Valley School District   SW Member # 123970
	ADDRESS: 2097 Polk Valley Road, Hellertown, PA 18055
	Contact Name: Stacy Polak / Pat Diehl
	Phone#: 610-838-7001
	Cell#: 
	Fax#: 
	Email: david.bonenberger@svpanthers.org
	StkBdy: 
	VIN: 
	StkBdy_2: 
	VIN_2: 
	StkBdy_3: 
	VIN_3: 
	StkBdy_4: 
	VIN_4: 
	QTYRow1: 1
	DESCRIPTIONRow1: 2021 Blue Bird All American Forward Engine School Bus - 84 Passenger Bus 
	EACHRow1: 105889
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow1: 105889
	QTYRow2: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow2: Cummins ISB 250 HP Diesel Engine
	EACHRow2: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow2: 0
	QTYRow3: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow3: Auto- Allison 2500 Transmission
	EACHRow3: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow3: 0
	QTYRow4: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow4: Air Brake System/ Air Ride Rear
	EACHRow4: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow4: 0
	QTYRow5: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow5: Q# 182285- Option Package ( See backup) 
	EACHRow5: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow5: 0
	QTYRow6: 1
	DESCRIPTIONRow6: Extended Warranty - Five Year Body and Chassis 
	EACHRow6: 2585
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow6: 2585
	QTYRow7: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow7: 
	EACHRow7: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow7: 0
	QTYRow8: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow8: 
	EACHRow8: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow8: 0
	QTYRow9: 
	DESCRIPTIONRow9: 
	EACHRow9: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow9: 0
	QTYRow10: 
	EACHTIRE 1 ea TRANSFER wLien  84NEW wLien 119  Process  51Tax678: 
	TOTAL AMOUNTTIRE 1 ea TRANSFER wLien  84NEW wLien 119  Process  51Tax678: 0
	TOTAL AMOUNTRow11: 108474
	TRADE PAYOFF TO: 
	PAYOFF AMOUNT: 
	TOTAL ORDER AMOUNT AFTER TRADE PAYOFF: 108474
	THIS ORDER FINANCED BY: Available for finance / or lease
	SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: Cameras and radios were not included.
	1: 
	2: 
	3: Blue Bird ID # 102115-BBB;  Price protected thru end of Sourcewell Contract 2//2020
	4: 
	Text1: Mason Hemphill 10/08/19 


