
SECTION 504 ACT 

WHAT IS SECTION 504?
A SECTION 504 PLAN IS AN ACCOMMODATION PLAN THAT REQUIRES 

CLASSROOM TEACHERS AND OTHER SCHOOL STAFF TO PROVIDE 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND/OR SERVICES NECESSARY FOR SECTION 504 
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN AND BENEFIT FROM PUBLIC 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES. ACCOMMODATIONS MAY PROVIDE 
SUPPORT FOR PHYSICAL, INSTRUCTIONAL, OR SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL 

NATURE. SECTION 504 IS A CIVIL RIGHTS LAW THAT PROTECTS THE RIGHTS 
OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES. SECTION 504 IS A RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM AND REQUIRES PARTICIPATION FROM 

THE GENERAL EDUCATION STAFF AND CURRICULUM.

WHO IS ELLIGIBLE?
A QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY IS A STUDENT WHO:

HAS A PHYSICAL OR MENTAL IMPAIRMENT THAT SUBSTANTIALLY LIMITS 
ONE OR MORE MAJOR LIFE ACTIVITIES; AND 

HAS A RECORD OF SUCH AN IMPAIRMENT OR IS REGARDED AS HAVING 
SUCH AN IMPAIRMENT.

SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 PROTECTS THE RIGHTS 
OF PERSONS WITH HANDICAPS IN PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES THAT 

RECEIVE FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. SECTION 504 PROTECTS THE 
RIGHTS NOT ONLY OF INDIVIDUALS WITH VISIBLE DISABILITIES BUT ALSO 

THOSE WITH DISABILITIES THAT MAY NOT BE APPARENT.

SECTION 504 PROVIDES THAT: "NO OTHERWISE QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL 
WITH HANDICAPS IN THE UNITED STATES . . . SHALL, SOLELY BY REASON 
OF HER OR HIS HANDICAP, BE EXCLUDED FROM THE PARTICIPATION IN, BE 
DENIED THE BENEFITS OF, OR BE SUBJECTED TO DISCRIMINATION UNDER 

ANY PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY RECEIVING FEDERAL FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE...."

SECTION 504 INFO

PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT MENTAL IMPAIRMENT MAJOR LIFE ACTIVITY

ACCOMODATIONS
AN ACCOMMODATION SHOULD BE 
AN EFFECTIVE STRATEGY 
PROVIDED AS AN ALTERNATIVE 
MEANS TO SUPPORT A STUDENT'S 
DISABILITY SO THAT THE 
STUDENT HAS THE SAME 
OPPORTUNITIES TO ACCESS 
ASSIGNMENTS OR ACTIVITIES AS 
NON DISABLED PEERS. AN 
ACCOMMODATION ADJUST HOW A 
STUDENT WILL LEARN. 

AN ACCOMMODATION SHOULD BE 
SPECIFIC TO THE 

CLASSES/ACTIVITIES AFFECTED 
BY THE DISABILITY.

AN ACCOMMODATION SHOULD BE 
SPECIFIC TO THE CLASSES/ACTIVITIES 

AFFECTED BY THE DISABILITY.

AN ACCOMMODATION SHOULD BE REASONABLE:
• ACCOMMODATION MAINTAINS A SAFE LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS
• ACCOMMODATION DOES NOT REQUIRE ALTERATION TO THE 

CORE CURRICULUM OR GOALS OF THE PROGRAM
• ACCOMMODATION STILL ENABLES PROGRAM STAFF TO 

PERFORM THEIR CORE FUNCTIONS
• ACCOMMODATION DOES NOT CREATE AN UNDUE FINANCIAL 

BURDEN FOR THE PROGRAM THAT COULD IMPACT 
OPERATION.

• IT IS A PROVISION OF SUPPORT ENSURE EQUITABLE ACCESS. 
ACCOMMODATION PLANS DO NOT ENSURE PASSING GRADES. 
THE ACCOMMODATION ADJUST HOW STUDENTS LEARN AND 
HELP BUILD STUDENT INDEPENDENT THINKING SKILLS AND 
BECOME MORE CAPABLE OF TAKING CARE OF THEMSELVES.

ELLIGIBILITY BREAKDOWN

A PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT IS ANY PHYSIOLOGICAL 
DISORDER OR CONDITION, COSMETIC DISFIGUREMENT, OR 

ANATOMICAL LOSS AFFECTING ONE OR MORE OF THE 
FOLLOWING BODY SYSTEMS: NEUROLOGICAL; 
MUSCULOSKELETAL; SPECIAL SENSE ORGANS; 
RESPIRATORY: INCLUDING SPEECH ORGANS; 

CARDIOVASCULAR, ETC.

A MENTAL IMPAIRMENT IS ANY MENTAL 
OR PSYCHOLOGICAL DISORDER SUCH AS 
MENTAL RETARDATION, ORGANIC BRAIN 

SYNDROME, EMOTIONAL OR MENTAL 
ILLNESS, AND SPECIFIC LEARNING 

DISABILITIES.

A MAJOR LIFE ACTIVITY IS DEFINED AS 
FUNCTIONS SUCH AS CARING FOR 

ONESELF, PERFORMING MANUAL TASKS, 
WALKING, SEEING, HEARING, SPEAKING, 

BREATHING, LEARNING, WORKING, 
READING, THINKING, AND 

CONCENTRATING.


