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Summertime in Hampton:  
A Splashing Good Time! 

 by Mary-Theresa Watson 
  

S ummertime undeniably holds promise, as chilly 
mornings give way to early sunrises and cups of 
coffee on the porch. No matter what your summer 

plans include, the hope that accompanies summer often seems 
magical, especially to warm-weather lovers. For some families, 
it can feel like a weeks-long playdate with hours spent at the 
park, pool, or wherever their imagination takes them. For oth-
ers, the season is a subdued, quiet time spent birdwatching, 
reading, or meditating. Whatever your take on summer, Hamp-
ton Township residents make the most of it, and with a full 
slate of special activities and events, Summer 2024 has been 
anything but dull. 
     Though the season got off to a wet and stormy start, soaring 
temperatures and blazing sunshine took over by mid-June, 
much to the delight of pool lovers who filled the swimming 
complex daily as they splashed their way through the heat. The 
allure of carefree, restorative hours spent at the pool tops 
many summer wish lists, and Hampton’s facility rarely disap-
points. Considered a gem of the North Hills, the pool facility is 
locally famous for its zero-entry play area, its shady options for 
those looking to stay out of the sun, and, perhaps most of all, 
for its impressive slides that elicit squeals of delight from chil-
dren of all ages. Sliding enthusiasts may have noticed a new 
shine to the large twisting chute, as it gleams bright blue with a 
new coat of paint and a resurfaced sliding surface that whisks 
riders into the sparkling blue water.  
     Summer also tends to be a time of construction and renova-
tion projects, and this year is no different. In addition to a re-
surfacing project on the outdoor tennis courts—which includes 
adding a pickleball court to the facility—construction workers 
have been busy at the community park pond. Visitors may 
have noticed quite a bit of work happening around the pond, 
as the Township embarks on a three-phase maintenance and 
enhancement project. Once completed, the space will also 
include accessible recreation and educational opportunities. 
Although Phase 1 necessitates the removal of several trees, 
Phase 3 will include the replanting of numerous trees around 
the pond.  
     A detailed plan for the project can be viewed on signs at the 
community park, situated adjacent to, but at a safe distance 
from, the construction area. The detailed renderings outline 
the phases of the project, showcasing a final result that will 
convert the current space into a beautiful, natural area for 
recreation. A pond aerator will be installed to improve water 
quality, a gravel embankment will add protection from over-
flow and erosion, and a walking trail will be added for visitors 
to better enjoy the area.  
     For most people outside the Pittsburgh area, the notion of 
“Summer in Hampton'' evokes oceanside images of the Hamp-
tons resort community off the east end of Long Island, with its 
pristine beaches, beautiful homes, and astronomical real es-
tate prices. Though our area is not quite as famous as that oth-
er Hampton, summer here still holds the promise of sunny 
days followed by restful evenings. Whether that image is accu-
rate or not may be up for debate, but thanks to an array of 
event offerings from the Township, we seem to be doing just 
fine here in our Hampton. 
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Summer’s Not Over Yet! 
      
     July was a busy month for residents, as 
the Township held its annual Community Day 
Celebration (photos on page 14), welcomed 
the Peach Truck to the community park, 
treated pool goers to 25¢ hot dogs at the 
pool concession stand on National Hot Dog 
Day, and celebrated Christmas in July. But 
the coming months still have much to offer 
with ongoing happenings on the summer-
time events calendar as well as the always-
popular Pool Member Appreciation Day. Up-
coming events will include: 
 

 Farmers Market: 

Every Wednesday through October 9th, from 
3 to 7 p.m. in the Community Center parking 
lot. Vendors and food trucks are on hand 
offering fresh produce, homemade goods, 
and delicious meals.  
 

  Pints in the Park: 

On select Fridays at Hampton Community 
Park, from 5 to 9 p.m. Each evening features 
food trucks, local vendors, and a live music 
performance. Upcoming dates are August 
23rd and September 27th.  
 

 Movie Night: 

Following Pints in the Park on August 23rd, 
enjoy a movie to close out the evening. 
 

  Pool Member Appreciation Day: 

Wednesday, August 14th. Anyone over age 18 
who enters the pool complex using their val-
id 2024 pool membership will be entered to 
win a free pool membership for the 2025 
pool season. From 4 to 6 p.m., DJ Rick Worth 
will provide music while Ariel, the Little Mer-
maid, splashes in the pool for photos with 
the little ones.  
 

 Dog Swim Day:  
Saturday, September 7, from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. for 2024 pool members. Fee: $15 per 
dog, and all participants must pre-register; 
registration will not be available the day of 
the event.  
Please note: Proof of current rabies and dis-
temperment shots are required to be shown 
at check-in on this day. No exceptions. During 
this time the pool is open for dog  swimming 
only. For the safety and enjoyment of all 
dogs and owners, no people are permitted in 
the pool on this day. Shoes must be worn at 
all times. Owners are responsible for their 
dogs at all times.  
  

As events are added, the Township website 
will be updated.  

www.hampton-pa.org 



 

Meet Squirmy 
     by Jackie Smith 

 

     In a season where social media can have such a negative 
connotation, Hampton resident Marte Novak saw a positive 
post and she took the lead to see if it would catch on - - a rock 
snake built by our Community! 

     The Hampton rock snake 
is located in front of the 
Community Center - right  by 
the flagpole. “I love the idea 
of community involvement,” 
said Novak, “especially with 
kids.” Having raised her chil-
dren in Hampton, she now 
takes her grandchildren to 
the community park, and 
they will definitely partici-
pate in the project. 
     Building the rock snakes 
started in June. Parks & Rec-
reation Program Administra-

tor Melanie Martino oversees the project.  “ANYONE, ANY 
AGE is welcome to add to the snake,” said Marte. “It will be a 
summer-long project that I’m so excited about. In today’s 
world, community is very important; bringing kids together 
for a project that will be seen and enjoyed by all is so exciting 
to me.” Let’s get creative and build community at the same 
time; bring your painted rocks to the Community Center!  
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Customer Service is Our #1 Priority and we want to make sure you are completely satisfied with the service you received…  
After all we want you to stay a Member of the Foreign Traffic Family no matter what type of vehicle you drive.  
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Save the Date & Register Today! 
Hampton Alliance For Educational  

Excellence: HAEE 5K 
Sunday, October 13, 2024 

 

     The HAEE 5K Run/Walk is our main yearly fundraiser. 
Thanks to our generous sponsors, we have been able to 
consistently fund new, exciting, and innovative pro-
grams in the Hampton Township School District. This 
year's 5k (3.1 mile) course is at Hampton Community 
Park. 
     The HAEE 5K race proceeds are used to support in-
novative and imaginative programs in the Hampton 
Township School District. HAEE, a volunteer-run non-
profit organization, grants thousands of dollars to en-
rich the educational experience in each of Hampton’s 
schools, including programs for the advancement of 
technology in the curriculum, hands-on inventive learn-
ing in all academic areas through special programs, and 
added support for special needs, physical education, 
and the arts. 
 

Registration: 7:00am - 8:45am 
Start Time: 9:00am 
Race Location: 3101 McCully Road 
Allison Park, PA 15101 
www.hamptonalliance.org 

The Library Offers Plenty 
of Activity for All Seasons 

by Suzanna Krispli, Library Director 
 

   Our summer program was a huge success!  We had over 600 chil-
dren and adults participate in our summer reading program this 
year. That’s a lot of books being read and a huge help in combating 
the summer slump! I’d like to think we beat the summertime blues 
with all our different programs. A big thank you to everyone who 
participated! 
     More than 100 children came to our storytimes, braved the heat 
for our parties in the pavilions, learned about dragons, pigeons, 
cornered the king in chess or joined any one of our special pro-
grams. Adults participated in book discussions, Cooks-n-Books, Ori-
gami Art and Card Club. We were one busy place this summer! 
     Our program, Adventures in Your Library, is winding down, but 
that doesn’t mean the adventure has to end!  Looking to the fall, 
the adventure still continues! Come explore our Wonder-Filled Sto-
rytimes, book groups, and more. Explore a new place through our 
travel section or beat the boredom blues by watching a movie with 
our new “movies in the afternoon” program.   We hope to add a 
chess program for the kids and maybe a Saturday storytime as well!  
More information will be forthcoming; until then enjoy the rest of 
the summer and keep the adventure alive! 
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Veteran Spotlight:  
Zachary D. Merritt 

by Julie Mikus 
 

     Zachary D. Merritt is a distinguished leader with a profound com-
mitment to service and excellence in both his military and civilian 
careers. Zach's career began with a robust educational foundation, 
earning a Bachelor of Science in Nuclear Engineering from Pennsyl-
vania State University in 2004, where he was commissioned as an 
officer through the NROTC program. He then served from 2004 to 

2014 as an active-duty subma-
riner in the United States Navy, 
attaining the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander. His postings in-
cluded Bremerton, Washington; 
Groton, Connecticut; and 
Kittery, Maine.  He served on 
two submarines, the USS Michi-
gan SSGN 727 Blue and the USS 
Alexandria SSN 757. 
     After deciding to leave the 
naval service in 2014, Zach and 
his family moved to Pittsburgh 

to grow their roots in a new community.  Zach has been married to 
Hannalore Burns Merritt for 18 years. They have two children: a 
son, Cooper, who is 13 years old and will be an 8th grader, and a 
daughter, Abigail, who is 11 years old and will be a 6th grader. 
 
 

     After a very brief stint at Highmark Insurance, Zach realized that 
he did not want to wear a suit and sit in a cubicle all day.  Thus, in 
2016, Zach joined Duquesne Light Company as a senior project 
manager. He quickly advanced through several key positions, in-
cluding Manager of Project Management, Manager of Overhead 
Line Construction and Maintenance, and Results Manager for Oper-
ations and Affordability Improvement. In these roles, he was re-
sponsible for planning and executing large-scale construction pro-
jects, improving operational efficiencies, and leading teams to en-
sure safe and reliable power delivery. 
     Currently serving as the General Manager of Business Services at 
Duquesne Light Company, Zach leads high-performing teams to 
deliver large and complex electrical services to the Pittsburgh re-
gion's institutions and commercial developers. The Duquesne Light 
team’s mission and vision to deliver high quality and affordable 
service to the Pittsburgh area is his favorite part of working for this 
high performing team. 
     Zach and Hannalore are deeply rooted in the Pittsburgh commu-
nity, where they volunteer in support of their children’s favorite 
activities as well as with other community organizations.  Zach ac-
tively engages with veteran support networks and contributes to 
the region's development. He is also a dedicated volunteer at 
Hampton school events, a former member of the Hampton Youth 
Lacrosse Board, and a coach for the 7th and 8th grade Hampton 
youth lacrosse teams. His journey is a testament to the values of 
dedication, integrity, and leadership. Beyond his professional en-
deavors, Zach is known for his ability to inspire and motivate those 
around him, making him a compelling and esteemed guest speaker. 

 

 

 H.A. English and Associates, P.C. 

Attorneys at Law 
Serving Hampton, Pine, Richland, Shaler & North Hills 

Hal English 
Attorney Since 1987 

 Wills 
 Probate 
 Elder Law– Nursing Home 

             & Medicaid Planning 
 Estate Administration 
 Guardianships 
 Power of Attorney 
 Special Needs Trusts 
 Living Trusts 

(412) 486-1923            www.halenglish.com 
Allison Park Office:  4290 William Flinn Hwy, Suite #200 

* Former Pennsylvania State Representative 
* Retired Lieutenant Colonel U.S. Marine Corps Reserves 

 Allegheny County Bar, Small Firm Section  

 Member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys  
* Admitted to Practice in PA, MD & WV 



 

18 Hampton Magazine * Summer 2024   

 SOFTBALL 
 

     Girls’ softball had many firsts this year, beginning the season with 
their all-new coaching staff for the first time in 20+ years and finish-
ing with their first-ever trip to the PIAA State Playoffs. New head 
coach Katie Hedderman and new assistant coaches Joe Merz and 
Haley Dietz led the stellar team of 24 athletes to the Talbots’ best 
softball record in the past 25 seasons, 17-6. They won the first out-
right section title in program history, beat Knoch in the WPIAL quar-
terfinals, bested Blackhawk in the WPIAL semi-finals, and finished as 
runners-up in the WPIAL 4A Championship. They fought hard but fell 
10-2 to the #1 seed Elizabeth Forward and earned their spot in the 
PIAA state playoffs. The Talbots faced St. Mary’s on June 3 in the 

PIAA first round and fell short but made Hampton proud. The team 
starters were four freshmen, four seniors, and one junior so the 
whole team was playing with someone new to the right or left of 
them. “Being new, there are usually growing pains but the sen-
iors took the underclassmen under their wings and led by example. I 
credit the senior leadership for a lot of the success this year,” said 
Hedderman. Four players were named on the Post-Gazette leaders 
list at the end of the season; senior Mackenzie Reese, senior Char-
lotte Lomb, Marissa Snyder, and Katelyn Dubee. “I have coached 
many teams and players over the last 10 years, but none that had 
each-other’s backs like this team did,” said Hedderman. Other sen-
iors on the team include Brooke Mugenovich, Jessica Lange, Sarah 
Dietz, and Emma Ehman.  

Spring Sports Wrap Up         
by Jenn Edmonds 

                    Photos by Madia Photography  

 BOYS’ TENNIS 
 

     The senior-led experienced team of 18 athletes competed hard, 
which resulted in a winning season, finishing 10-6. Of the six losses, 
only two came from other AA teams in WPIAL. The others were non-
conference AAA teams that the Talbots played up, challenging them-
selves. Senior Vitaliy Pikalo finished 4th at the WPIAL finals and quali-
fied for the PIAA State Singles Championship. As the 2nd PIAA qualifi-
er in program history, Pikalo competed in Hershey and lost in the 
first round to the eventual 3rd place finisher. Fellow seniors Hayden 
List and Ben LaRusse qualified for the WPIAL Doubles Champion-
ships. They beat Blackhawk in the first round of the playoffs before 
falling to South Park 3-2 in the PIAA Team Qualifying match. The sea-
son began with a challenge when Pikalo sprained his ankle and 
missed the first five matches of the season. Coach Grant McKinney, 

in his 18th year, juggled the line-up and those who stepped in 
played some dynamic tennis. LaRusse stepped in as a strong re-
placement, twins AJ List and Zane List were starters, and some 
sophomores stepped up, seizing the opportunity. This was the 
first time McKinney coached brothers on the same team; which in 
this case was 3 brothers. Rounding out the seniors are Brandon 
Pascucci and Matthew Mason. “We played a number of tight 
matches; some of which we pulled through, others we didn’t but 
we didn’t have a bad loss on the season,” said Coach McKinney. 
“It’s unusual to have such a deep team.” 
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 BOYS’ LACROSSE 
 

     The boys’ lacrosse team struggled at the start of the sea-
son but found their identity as a team and made it all the 
way to the PIAA State playoffs. Including post-season play, 
the Talbots finished their season with a 14-8 record. Of the 
last 11 games, they won eight, with two of the losses by 1-2 
goals against top teams. On their playoff journey in section 
2A at WPIALs, the 37 athletes beat Bethel Park in the quarter
-finals on May 15th but lost in the semi-finals to Mars, the 8-
time consecutive WPIAL champions. The Talbots beat Penn 
Trafford to earn 3rd place at WPIALs which garnered them a 
state playoff appearance. Hampton’s season ended with an 8
-6 loss to Trinity in the PIAA first round. “This is just the start 
for this group. We have a large amount of our core/key play-

ers coming back next year with multiple years of varsity ex-
perience under their belt,” said 3rd year head coach and for-
mer Hampton lacrosse star Andy DeMichiei. Levi Whitfield, 
Eli Schwarzbach, and senior Joey Nelson led offensively with 
contributions through the mid-field from Brody Eichas, Por-
ter Kelly, and Heath Borgo. Defensively, the starters (senior 
Gabe Ganelli, senior Zach Jacob and Nolan Harris) were 
known as the 3-headed monster. “Gavan Hamlin (senior) was 
the most improved lacrosse player I have ever seen over one 
season,” said DeMichiei. Rounding out the seniors is Aidan 
Pietry. Daniel Leyes, Josh Carr, and Jake Killian also had good 
defensive mid-field play. “The expectation within our group 
is to run the table in AA next year and win more of our AAA 
games on the schedule. The love that this team had for one 
another was something special.” 

 GIRLS’ LACROSSE 
     The Talbots had some tough section battles this year where they 
dropped contested matches in the 4th quarter early in the season. 
But, the junior and senior leaders helped lead the squad to dig 
deep, regroup, and secure a crucial victory over Oakland Catholic to 
clinch a spot for their 10th consecutive playoff showing at WPIAL’s. 
The team finished their regular season with a 7-9 record (7-5 in 
their section) but lost to Moon in the first round of the WPIAL 
playoffs on May 14th. First Team seniors Jacqui Deah and Sienna Rex 
and Second Team members Elizabeth Saponsky and Erin Baker won 
All-Section WPIAL awards with an honorable mention to Ava Galus-
ka and senior Greta Hamlin. Jacqui Deah also won the Hampton 

Athletics Award for Team MVP. Seniors Lindsay Fiscus, Elena Her-
chenroether, Addie Hastings, and Jacqui Deah represented Hamp-
ton at the 2024 Senior All-Star game at Highmark Stadium on June 
17th. Reed Perry rounds out the senior roster. Kelsey Burke, in her 
10th year as coach, and her husband Jeff welcomed their daughter, 
Josephine Marie, on May 19th shortly after the lacrosse team exited 
post-season contention. “The players and parents were so excited 
for us all season, cemented by a boosters-sponsored baby shower 
mid-season. I’m fortunate to be surrounded by amazing assistant 
coaches Christine McGrath-Keiscer and Morgan McLaughlin,” said 
Burke. “I’m so proud of our 2024 seniors for leading our program to 
post-season play and ensuring we maintained a positive team cul-
ture.”   
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Track and Field  
 

The Hampton track and field team ran their 
way to success this year. The 52 boys were 
section champions, medaled at WPIALs and 
even won gold at the PIAA State Champion-
ships. Senior Dale Hall came in 1st in the 
state in Class 3A for the 800M with a school 
record-breaking run at Shippensburg on 
May 25th. He also placed 3rd in the 1600M 

and broke his own 1600M record that he set 
last year. The boys 4x8 relay team of Chris 
Belch, senior AJ Prodente, senior Jacob Bon-
nar and Dale Hall also found success at the 
state championships and placed 20th after 
placing 2nd at WPIALs. “Taking athletes to 
States is always special,” said coach Heather 
Dietz. Other WPIAL wins include a 1st place 
finish in the 800M and 6th place finish in the 
1600M for Hall, a 12th place finish for AJ 

Prodente in the 400M, 15th for Jacob Bon-
nar in the 3200M, 19th for Chris Belch in the 
1600M, and 11th for Josh Wukitch in both 
the 1600M and 3200M. The team of 23 girls 
finished their season 2-4 and had athletes 
compete at WPIALs. The girls 4x800M relay 
team of Abby Hall, Rebekah Hall, Claire 
McKinney and Marissa Bigante placed 16th, 
Claire Hukriede placed 21st in the 200M, 
and Kevyn Fish placed 19th in the 3200M.  

Girls’ Flag Football 
 

Twelve athletes, two coaches, and the Pittsburgh 
Steelers came together to initiate a new sport for 
Hampton-girls’ flag football, one of the fastest growing 
sports in the country. The team is sponsored by the 
Steelers and the NFL with the hopes of it becoming a 
sanctioned high-school sport. Coaches Meg Kallock 
(also HMS basketball coach) and Debbie Hogan (also 
HHS assistant soccer coach) jumped at the opportunity 
to coach. Since it’s the first year, they focused on 
teaching the rules and technique in a fun environment. 
The practices for the season were spent practicing 
drills and plays and the girls rotated so they could play 
every position. Practice paid off in that the girls won 
some of their games against more experienced teams. 
The seniors on the team, Allison Schepner, Brooklyn 
Eastly, Grace Wolfe, Sam Shaughnessy, Sterling Thomp-
son, Emma Rick, Katheen Milon and LaNiya Ward, set a 
great example for the program to continue to grow. 
The returning underclassmen will be the faces and 
leaders of the program and the coaches are hoping to 
recruit more girls for next year. Next season will intro-

duce the team to the basic skills and then will focus on executing plays and 
strategies. “We want to keep the sport itself lighthearted, fun, positive, and 
competitive! Our team atmosphere and culture are so important to us,” said 
Coach Kallock. 
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ULTIMATE  
 

     The Ultimate frisbee team of 17 
players finished 6th out of 17 teams 
with a record of 3-7 in spring play. 
The attendance dropped during the 
spring and the team saw a drop in 
performance. They placed 2nd out of 8 
teams in the fall with a record of 6-1 
and placed 3rd out of 10 teams in the 
winter with a record of 10-3-3. The 
Ultimate team competed in the 2024 
PA High School State Championships 
at Lehigh County Sports Fields in Al-
lentown, PA on May 25th and 26th. 
They went 1-5 and came in 15th out of 
16 teams. Junior Drew Girard, a team 
captain and the team’s star thrower, 
averaged 1.5 goals per game, 4.5 as-
sists per game, and 2 blocks per game 
at the state tournament. He was one 
of seven players in Pittsburgh select-
ed to the All-City division 1 team. The 
All-City team consists of the top 7 
players from each division. They are 
nominated by their team leaders and 
voted on by leaders of their oppo-
nents. Junior Andrew Dietrich was the 
team’s star receiver and caught the 
most goals on the team. At the state 
tournament, he averaged 4.2 goals 
per game, 1.7 assists per game and 1 
block per game. In addition to Girard, 
the other team captains were Nolan 
Smith and senior Jason Andrews.  

2024 Hampton High  
School Football Schedule 
 

8/30 Armstrong (HOME) 

9/6 Shaler Area (HOME) 

9/13 Upper St. Clair (HOME) 

 

9/20 Chartiers Valley 

9/27 McKeesport Area (HOMECOMING) 

10/4 Indiana 

10/11 Knoch 

10/18 Mars Area (HOME) 

10/25  West Mifflin 

BASEBALL 
 

     The Talbot baseball team worked 
hard this season but fell short of the 
playoffs for the first time since 2016. 
They finished the season with a rec-
ord of 8-10 (4-6 in their section).  Only 
five of the 18 games this season were 
played at home as the Hampton base-
ball diamond was being renovated at 
the beginning of the season. Senior 
outfielder/pitcher Matthew Erka, 
Ryan Scully and senior outfielder Sean 
Sullivan were nominated for section 
honors. Erka was the team MVP with 
fielding and hitting being tops for the 
team. The seniors on the team in ad-
dition to Erka and Sullivan are third 
baseman/catcher Brady Long, pitchers 
Caleb Custer and Parker Brockway, 
outfielder Norby Hock and infielder 
Gustavo Arias. All of them assisted in 
achieving a WPIAL playoff victory last 
year. 

Above: The Ultimate frisbee team  

Below: The Talbot baseball seniors  

 

Cangilla Named Head Boys’ 
Basketball Coach 
 

     Congratulations to Joe Cangilla as he 
was named the new head basketball 
coach at Hampton. Coach Cangilla will 
take over for Joe Lafko, who led the pro-
gram the past 28 years. Cangilla was the 
assistant coach for the Hampton boys’ 
basketball program the past 4 years. Prior 
to returning to his alma mater, Joe was 
the head basketball coach at Northgate 
for 4 years setting the foundation for their 
program’s recent successes. He also  
coached football and track at Hampton for 

many years. Joe was a scholar athlete at Du-
quesne University in the sport of football. As 
an alum, current educator, and resident of 
Hampton, Coach Cangilla has the experience 
and passion to continue the tradition of excel-
lence in Hampton Basketball. 

 

JOE CANGILLA 
Head Boys’  
Basketball Coach 

 



 

 

  
 

 Community Day 2024 
Photos and article by Erin Bell 

 

A  giant slip and slide and 
a marriage proposal 
under a sky full of fire-

works were just a few of the many 
highlights of Hampton’s July 3rd Com-
munity Day.  
     This year’s community day offered 
fun in many forms for Hampton resi-
dents. The soccer fields buzzed with 
children bouncing on the inflatables, 
families and friends picnicked in the 
grass while enjoying the live bands, 
groups gathering in festively decorated 
pavilions, and tailgate tents filled the 
parking lots. One group even set up a 
large slip and slide, which drew in doz-
ens of kids and teens looking to cool off 
from the summer heat. Spirits were 
high all around and the atmosphere 
was one of lighthearted fun.  
     One of the many residents in attend-
ance was Lindsey Nasiadka, who was 
celebrating the holiday alongside her 
family and many longtime friends. She 
shared positive memories of Communi-
ty Day over the years. “Hampton Com-
munity Day is the best day of the year. 
It has become a tradition of ours over 
the years and has gotten bigger and 
better every year. It’s an amazing at-
mosphere celebrating the best country 
in world. There’s tons of stuff to do and 
one of the best firework shows we’ve 
ever seen. No better way to spend your 
holiday!” 
     Before the night was over, a love 
story came full circle when a Hampton 
couple got engaged in the spot where 
their first date took place at Communi-
ty Day 6 years ago. Ben Mikus proposed 
to his girlfriend Isabel Wilkins during 
the fireworks show, marking an exciting 
new chapter in the couple’s lives. Isabel 
said, “Ben was my first kiss. Our first 
date as boyfriend and girlfriend was 
July 3, 2018 at the Hampton Communi-
ty Park so it truly felt perfect that our 
last date as boyfriend and girlfriend 
was there.” Ben gushed similarly about 
his future wife, stating that “the only 
thing that mattered through high 
school was her and being engaged in 
my hometown with my home girl.”  
     What a memorable night of festivity 
and celebration! 



 

 

 

Equipment and Party Rentals 
www.rentaltimeonline.com  

 

Where Art Comes to Life! 
 

 

Professional Residential Cleaning Services 
 

412-961-4531 
www.Maddysmaids.com 

Maddysmaidspittsburgh@gmail.com 
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Hampton Township Rotary Club Firecracker 5K 
Close to 200 participants on July 4, 2024 
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2024 Hampton Community Litter/
Clean-Up Day Results 
 

     On Saturday, April 6th there were 115 volunteers 
along with fire police, police, public works and sew-

er department employees. 
     The volunteers collected 
590 bags of garbage, 1 tire, 1 
t.v. and a few larger miscel-
laneous items while cleaning 
seventeen roads, Hampton 
Community Park, Hampton 
schools and Hartwood Acres. 
 

2024 Recycle Rama 
 

     On Saturday, May 11th , the annual 
Recycle Rama event collected 2 tons 
of metal, 29 bicycles, 240 cubic feet 
of recyclable material, approximately 
500 pounds and shredded 28 bins of 
paper! 
Save the date for next year:  
Sat., May 10th 2025 from 9am-12pm 

(412) 767-5171 



 Follow us on Facebook   
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Following a successful 2023-2024 School Year 
at HTSD, I hope you have all been enjoying 
a summer break filled with exploration, 
relaxation, and reflection. This past school 
year saw Hampton schools continue to excel in 
academics, athletics, and the arts, and we have 
many accomplishments to celebrate.

The District has received several notable 
accolades this year. HTSD secured the No. 5 spot 
among 105 school districts in the Pittsburgh 
Business Times’ 2024 Guide to Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Schools and ranked 9th out of 
481 school districts statewide. Additionally, 
Hampton was designated as a “Learning 2025 
Demonstration System to Watch” in 2023 by 
AASA The School Superintendent Association.

On May 14, HTSD participated in Remake 
Learning Days 2024 as we presented 
“Unleashing Pride, Igniting Joy, and Fostering 
Creativity” in the high school’s Library Media 
Center. Hampton’s world-class teaching and 
innovative learning experiences were on 
display through a variety of stations in which 
students and teachers shared exciting projects 
and problem-solving activities from the 2023-
2024 school year. In March, we hosted our 
traditional Hues & Harmony celebration in 
a two-day exhibition of art displays, musical 
performances, and art and music-making 
activities, highlighting the many talents of our 
students across the District. Also in March, 
Hampton High School participated in Talbot 
Thon and raised nearly $39,000 to benefit 
pediatric cancer research and treatment at 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.

As we typically highlight in the summer issue 
of District Dispatch, we would like to recognize 
the Hampton High School Class of 2024 and 
their impressive accomplishments from this 
past year.

In academics, our students continue to excel in 
their AP courses, with two seniors, Tiffany Habib 
and Justine Sullivan, having their AP research 
published in the peer-reviewed journal, 
The Young Researcher. Additionally, Sullivan 
was one of just 357 students in the world to 
earn a perfect score on the AP Research Exam. 

The high school Speech and Debate Team 
sent a record number of students to compete 
in the 2024 PHSSL Championships. Senior 

Andrew Kaehly made the final round in 
Impromptu Speaking for the second year in a 
row, and freshman William Zhang advanced 
to the Super Session of House Congress. 
Senior David Poirier earned the Academic All 
American Award through the National Speech 
and Debate Association, placing him in the 
top 1% of all Speech and Debate students 
in the country for his work in Congress and 
leadership. Additionally, twenty-eight students 
qualified and competed in the Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) State Conference, 
with several successful performances, 
including senior Reed Perry who placed first in 
Healthcare Management.

We also had numerous accolades in the arts. In 
the performing arts, the company of the HHS 
spring musical “Tuck Everlasting” received five 
nominations and ultimately won the award for 
Best Dance Ensemble (Budget Level Four) at 
the Gene Kelly Awards for Excellence in High 
School Musical Theatre. For the first time, the 
HHS Drama Club participated in the Prime Stage 
Theatre Drama Awards. The cast and crew of 
the fall play, “Puffs,” received 15 nominations 
and won Best Student Scenic Design (due to 
the talents of Jacob Baker, Margaret Sager, 
and Lily Stalewski) and Best Student Directors 
(Andrew Kaehly and Kiley Vande Geest).

In the musical arts, numerous Hampton 
students auditioned and were selected to 
participate in various PMEA groups. HTSD 
also hosted the 70th annual Allegheny Valley 
Honors Band Festival and the Strings North 
Honors Orchestra Festival. In the visual arts, 
ten students presented their artwork portfolios 
during the Senior Art Exhibition. Additionally, 
ten students earned awards in the Scholastic 
Art & Writing competition, including three 
works that earned Gold Keys.

In athletics, Hampton excelled with strong team 
and individual performances, including several 
triumphs in WPIAL and State competitions. 
Boys Cross Country won the WPIAL and PIAA 
championships. Girls Volleyball won their 
first-ever WPIAL championship, while Boys 
Soccer, Boys Basketball, and Girls Softball each 
reached the WPIAL finals. In addition to these 
team accomplishments, several students won 
individual competitions. Congratulations to the 
following athletes:
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Dear Hampton Township Community, Dr. Loughead

• HHS senior Dale Hall for winning first place
in the 800 meters at the PIAA Track & Field
Championships;

• HHS senior Isabella McNutt for becoming a
WPIAL Girls Wrestling Individual Champion;

• HHS sophomore Gabriella Elk for winning the
WPIAL Girls Class 2A Diving Championship;

• Hampton Unified Bocce Team 2 for winning
the Allegheny North Division Championship;
and

• HHS sophomore Lainey Sheets for winning
first place in both the 200 IM and 200
Backstroke at WPIALs.

As we move into the 2024-2025 School Year, 
we are endlessly optimistic about upholding 
Hampton’s Tradition of Excellence. In this issue, 
you will read about the exciting Phase II of 
the Hampton High School renovation project, 
which will bring new flexible and collaborative 
spaces and upgrades to several areas of the 
school. 

We thank the Hampton Township community 
for your support and investment in our 
students. It remains our commitment to 
provide a world-class learning experience for 
our students who will be the difference-makers 
of the future! We look forward to an exciting 
journey together in the 2024-2025 School Year. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Michael R. Loughead



Hats Off to the Class of 2024!
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Senior Class Stats
This year, 246 students graduated from Hampton High School!

Of those, 83 graduated with honors:

• 32 students graduated Summa Cum Laude
• 23 students graduated Magna Cum Laude
• 28 students graduated Cum Laude

Eighty-five percent of the Class of 2024 will head off to a four- or 
two-year college this fall, and five percent will enter a Career and 
Technical School. Eight percent of the class will go directly into 
the workforce, while four students will serve our country in the 
military. 

Hampton graduates are off to colleges in 18 states across the 
country, with one student going to school in Canada. There are 21 
students attending the University of Pittsburgh main campus or 
branch campuses, which is the largest group of students attending 
one institution. 

College choices this year included:
Carnegie Mellon University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Lehigh University
Penn State University
The Ohio State University

The Hampton Township School District Newsletter, The District Dispatch, is published four times annually as part of Hampton Magazine. 
Its purpose is to keep Hampton residents informed of events, achievements, issues and opportunities concerning the District and its 
stakeholders. Letters, comments or article suggestions may be sent to the following address:

Hampton Township School District Communications
4591 School Drive • Allison Park, PA 15101

Email: communications@ht-sd.org • Phone: 412-492-6312
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University of North Carolina
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Virginia
Virginia Tech

Hampton High School Class of 2024 — here’s 
to your remarkable achievements! From aca-
demic excellence to extracurricular triumphs, 
you’ve left your mark at Hampton Township 

School District. The future holds endless oppor-
tunities and great success for each of you.
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The Hampton High School renovation project began with an 
academic redesign vision in 2018. This vision revealed instructional 
limitations of the existing high school campus and the need for 
physical updates. At that time, a District-wide feasibility study 
examined building conditions and growth potential, revealing that 
the high school needed the most substantial work.

Originally, the project was a single-phase redesign. However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic prompted a cautious, phased approach, with 
Phase I authorized in October 2020 and completed during the 
2022-2023 school year. During this time, the District developed its 
strategic plan, including the “The Portrait of a Talbot” and Pillars for 
Success, which support the vision for the building upgrades. 

The 2018 academic redesign vision highlighted the need for 
collaborative spaces, as the high school’s programs and departments 
were previously disconnected. At that time, HHS Principal Dr. 
Marguerite Imbarlina discussed the focus on deeper learning, 
integrating skills such as project-based learning, problem-solving, 
and inquiry-based science standards. Additionally, the redesign 
emphasizes wellness, with connected health and counseling 
services, improved facilities, and an environment of respect and 
dignity for students.

In May, the HTSD Board of School Directors authorized Draw 
Collective and PJ Dick to proceed with design and pre-construction 
work to advance Phase II of the high school renovation project. 

Hampton High School Renovation Project: Phase II

Phase II, scheduled to begin in spring 2025, will address more 
extensive building needs, including updated science and music 
rooms, collaborative learning spaces, a “fab lab” for design 
and creation, improved wellness facilities, enhanced security 
features, and modernization of the auditorium and cafeteria. 
Specific improvements include the following:

• Science Area: Relocation of two classrooms to enlarge 
remaining rooms.

• Music & Performing Arts: Enlargement of band and choral 
rooms and relocation of set design space.

• Auditorium: Improving accessibility of aisles, stage modification, 
creating an improved orchestra location, and updated lighting 
and sound systems.   

• Kitchen/Cafeteria: Replacement of outdated equipment and 
adopting a food court-style serving layout with multiple stations 
and flexible seating.

• Administration/Wellness Area: Creating a single location 
entrance with increased security connected to a new 
administrative suite, reorganizing the administrative, counseling, 
and nursing areas, and adding a large group instruction room 
and flexible spaces for meetings and events. 

• Engineering & Design: Creating a “Fab Lab” space (a small-
scale workshop offering digital fabrication, along with flexible 
areas for group work) and establishing a multifunctional hub for 
technical education, art, math, science, and entrepreneurship.

• Softball/Multipurpose Field: This portion of the project is 
being considered for Phase II as an alternate bid depending 
on the overall final cost of the project. This field could include 
dugouts, fencing, a portable outfield fence, bleachers, and 
synthetic turf. 

Upon final School Board approval expected late in 2024, it is 
possible that construction on the administration/wellness area 
and auditorium could start as early as April/May 2025, with 
cafeteria and kitchen work possibly beginning in Spring 2026. It 
has been projected that Phase II could be completed in the Fall 
2026; however, the overall sequencing of the project is at the 
conceptual phase and these dates and plans may change. The 
District expects to finance the project through bond issues in 
2024, 2025, and 2026, with the estimated overall cost of Phase 
II between $30 million and $33.2 million.

Renderings courtesy of Draw Collective
Conceptual rendering of the new entry

Cafeteria area “Fab Lab” space
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Hampton Township School District expresses its heartfelt grat-
itude for Dr. Laurie Tocci, who retired as Principal of Wyland 
Elementary School effective at the end of the 2023-2024 school 
year. Dr. Tocci dedicated 37 years of service in education, having 
been a part of Hampton since 2007. She served nine years as 
the principal of Wyland.

As we wish Dr. Tocci a wonderful retirement, we are excited to 
introduce a familiar face as the new principal of Wyland Ele-
mentary School. Dr. Michael Silbaugh will serve in the role, hav-
ing spent the past seven years at Hampton Middle School as 
assistant principal.

“Hampton Township School District and Wyland Elementary 
have set forth a tradition of excellence, which I plan to main-
tain,” Dr. Silbaugh said. “I want to contribute to Wyland and the 
District by fostering an environment where every child feels val-
ued, supported, and inspired to learn.”

By collaborating with educators, parents, and the community, 
Dr. Silbaugh intends to create a supportive system and engaging 
environment that affords students the educational experiences 
they desire.

“Additionally, I am committed to promoting and supporting the 
District goals, Pillars of Success, and our Portrait of a Talbot, 
all in an effort to ensure that our school, Wyland Elementary, 
and the Hampton Township School District are places where all 
students can thrive academically and personally,” he added. Dr. 

HTSD Honors Retiring Principal Dr. Laurie Tocci, Welcomes  
Dr. Michael Silbaugh as New Leader of Wyland

Silbaugh’s career in education began at 
Norwin High School, where he taught dif-
ferent levels of chemistry and served as 
the acting assistant principal for grades 
5 and 6 at Hillcrest Intermediate School, 
for a total of 10 years. He also worked at 
Pine-Richland School District in the role 
of assistant high school Principal for ap-
proximately 5 years. For the past seven 
years, he has had the rewarding oppor-
tunity to serve the Hampton Township 
community in various roles, including 
middle school assistant principal, acting 
middle school principal, and acting 
elementary principal.

“I have a passion for helping others learn and grow, and a career in 
education affords me the opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of others,” Dr. Silbaugh said. “Inspired by the dedicated teach-
ers and role models who positively influenced my own educational 
journey, I wanted to give back and make a similar impact on future 
generations. I believe in creating a supportive and inclusive learn-
ing environment where every student feels valued and motivated 
to reach their full potential.”

In his free time, Dr. Silbaugh says he enjoys staying active and doing 
activities related to fitness and improving his health such as going 
to the gym, hiking, and getting out in nature.

Message to Wyland Families from Dr. Tocci:
It has been an honor to be Wyland’s principal for nine years. I have had the opportunity to watch your 
children grow in many ways. They are academic achievers, problem solvers and good citizens. They have 
all of the ingredients for being good humans!

Our time together has been fraught with joys and frustrations. I have always appreciated your willing-
ness to talk through the challenges and help the students be better for our efforts. It is through differenc-
es that we have solved problems and learned from each other.

This community is unique. Our diversity is our super-power. Please continue to nurture the students’ 
interests in knowing and understanding others to help them become world citizens.

Wyland Elementary held a surprise retirement party for 
Dr. Tocci and Mrs. Christine Burd on June 4.

Dr. Michael Silbaugh
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Aiming to promote kindness and positivity, Hampton Middle 
School celebrated the legacy of children’s television pioneer Fred 
Rogers by hosting its first-ever “Kindness Rocks Week.”

“143 Day” honors Fred Rogers, who used 143 as his special code 
for “I Love You,” based on the number of letters in each word. 
Celebrated annually on May 22, the 143rd day of the year, this day 
encourages Pennsylvania residents to share acts of kindness and 
good deeds with each other and themselves.

HMS hosted a week of activities from May 20-23 to promote 
kindness and positivity within the school community. Each morning 
during that week, students greeted their peers and teachers by 
handing out stickers. During tutorial periods, students participated 
in various activities in the Maker Studio, such as packing art kits for 
Children’s Hospital, painting kindness rocks to decorate the HMS 
courtyard, and contributing to the “HMS Kindness Quilt.”

Kindness Rocks Week culminated in a lunchtime activity in the 
Innovation Studio with six different stations promoting kindness. 
Students had the opportunity to create keychains to celebrate 
their unique qualities, send a kind letter to a friend, shine a light on 

HMS Hosts First-ever ‘Kindness Rocks Week’
someone who inspires them, and make special 143 Day buttons 
that celebrate kindness and positivity.

Dr. Melissa Survinski, HMS enrichment teacher, said the idea 
for Kindness Rocks Week spawned from the middle school’s 
partnership with the Light Education Initiative.

“One of their suggestions to embrace positivity and student 
engagement was celebrating 143 Day,” Survinski said. “It struck 
me as an opportunity for our kids to take on a leadership role for 
our school.”

Survinski worked with a small group of students who came up 
with the brilliant idea of transforming 143 Day into a week-long 
“Kindness Rocks Week.”

HMS would like to thank the Light Education Initiative and the 
parents who volunteered their time to help run the stations in 
the Innovation Studio.

“For our first year, I think Kindness Rocks Week went really well,” 
Survinski said. “Next year we plan on expanding the week-long 
activities to continue promoting kindness and positivity.”
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After a two-year process of exploration and evaluation, Hampton 
Township School District in June approved a new K-5 math 
curriculum resource, Into Math, for the 2024-25 school year.

Over the past two years, a dedicated team of grade-level curriculum 
leaders, elementary principals, and Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Jackie Removcik embarked on a comprehensive research process 
to select a new elementary math curriculum resource. They 
evaluated various programs by attending presentations from 
publishing companies and visiting five different schools that had 
already implemented the programs under consideration.

“We spoke with teachers at these five schools about the strengths 
and limitations of each of the resources under evaluation and 
observed how students interacted with the different resources,” 
said Dr. Removcik. “This was a crucial part of our evaluation.”

To ensure Into Math met the needs of Hampton students, the 
District piloted two programs over the course of two years, 
collecting data from teacher feedback and surveys of 4th and 
5th-grade students. This data-driven approach allowed the team 

HTSD Adopts New Elementary Mathematics Curriculum Resource
to refine their understanding of the program’s strengths and 
weaknesses before making a final decision.

So, in the end, what set Into Math apart?

This new resource is a comprehensive, student-centered math 
program encouraging student discourse and collaboration. It also 
offers a stronger presence of online materials that students can 
access from home, which was less available with the previous 
resource that reached the end of its lifespan.

“The new program emphasizes connections between different 
mathematical representations, such as numerical and visual 
representations, allowing students to develop a deeper 
understanding of concepts through conversations about 
mathematics,” said Dr. Removcik.

The program also closely aligns with the District’s Portrait of a Talbot 
competencies in areas such as critical thinking, collaboration, and 
communication. Dr. Removcik noted that elementary teachers 
will undergo extensive professional development opportunities 
to familiarize themselves with Into Math.

Hampton High School Preschool Program 
Interested in free preschool? Whether it’s your first preschool experience or you’re looking for an  

additional program for your active child, we’re ready for you. The Hampton High School student teachers  
are currently enrolled in the Carlow University Early Childhood Development course.  
They will plan and prepare fun and engaging activities for our 3, 4, and 5-year-olds.

Our routine includes circle time, arts and crafts, story, and games. We also practice practical skills to prepare 
for school, like walking in a line, independence with hanging coats, bags, and collecting items from bins.  

During the 2024-2025 school year, the 
Preschool Program will run:

 9:05 to 11:10 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Jan. 7 to May 15

To secure your place in the program, you’ll just need to complete the enroll-
ment form at tinyurl.com/HHSPreschool25

For more information, please email jackson@ht-sd.org.

The program is completely free. 



Senior Scholars

Paige Allen Jason Andrews Lydia Bailey Josué Clark-Espinosa

Anna Derence Brooklyn Eastly Bernard Elk Gary Farrell

Taylor Frankel Tiffany Habib Dale Hall Margaret Hamlin
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Caleb Custer

Lindsay Fiscus

Andrew Kaehly

The following seniors who were recognized as “Summa 
Cum Laude” at graduation obtained at least a 4.40 QPA 

and earned a minimum of 28 credits through courses 
offered at Hampton High School:



Senior Scholars
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Conner Killmeyer Katelyn Kubay Hayden List Kathleen Milon

Joseph Pascucci Ziqian Peng Carley Rodenbush Elena Rossetti

Brandon Pascucci

Emma Spiess

Justine Sullivan Zachary Sutterlin Isaac Thatcher Colin Tran Kiley Vande Geest

Darren Wang Garrett Wesley
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Managing All of That Rain 
 

     As we sit here in the intense heat of the last 
few weeks of June, it may be difficult to re-
member the early months of the spring, specifi-
cally April, when Hampton and the rest of the 
North Hills was deluged by several storms 
dropping multiple inches of rain over the 
course of a day or few hours.  While this no 
doubt impacted some homeowners and some 
of the Township’s own facilities, specifically the 
Allison Park Wastewater Treatment Plant, the 
flooding from the second-wettest April on rec-

ord and some of the most intense rains since 
Hurricane Ivan did not cause the widespread 
devastation in Hampton or the North Hills that 
was seen previously.  A simple question can be 
asked:  why?  There are certainly multiple fac-
tors, as with any matter as complex as storm-
water management.  But one change that took 
effect in 2020 and has made a marked im-

provement on our community’s ability to han-
dle high rain events is the imposition of Hamp-
ton’s stormwater management fee. 
     Now, I know an article on any type of fee or 
payment made to the government is about as 
popular as a talk on cleaning your oven, but I 
think it is important for our residents to under-
stand what they are getting for their money.  
As most are aware, the stormwater manage-
ment fee is assessed at $115 per 
Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU).  An 
ERU is essentially the measure of 

impervious (i.e. impenetrable to 
stormwater) surface of the typi-
cal home in Hampton.  This fee is 
charged on both residential and 
commercial properties based 
upon an ERU calculation by the 
Township’s engineer.  The Town-
ship collects approximately $1 
million annually from this fee, 
which is used for a litany of im-
provements to the Township’s 
stormwater management sys-
tem. 
     Most visible among these im-
provements, specifically this year, is a 

$543,000 flood mitigation project at 
the intersection of Wildwood Sam-
ple and Sample Roads.  Residents 
may notice the fishing pier and 
pavilion at this location, but most 
importantly, this site can hold tens 
of thousands of gallons of water 
from Crouse Run during high rain 
events, preventing even more tens 
of thousands of dollars in property 
damage to residents downstream.  
Funds from the stormwater man-
agement fee have been used to 
complete cured-in-place lining of 
thousands of feet of storm sewers 

throughout the Township, ensuring another 
50+ years of life for these pipes and preventing 
sinkholes from developing as a result of cracks.  
These funds have also allowed the Township to 
remove trees within or along Pine Creek and its 
various tributaries that create a flooding hazard 
by blocking the natural flow of the creek.  The 
before and after pictures of Gourdhead Run 

demonstrate how such tree removals can im-
prove the flow along our waterways.  Finally, 
your stormwater fees have reinforced eroded 
stream banks (see the pictures from Crouse 
Run) and restore detention ponds that have 
been clogged with sediment. 
     As residents of Hampton, you have every 
right to question where fees and taxes you pay 
the Township go. I understand entirely the 

annoyance of seeing money leave your pock-
ets.  I would point out, however, that the mon-
ey collected by the Township’s stormwater 
management fee and the projects those funds 
completed made a tangible difference for your 
neighbors in and around Hampton during the 
month of April. 
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Chris Lochner 
Township Manager 

Hampton Township Municipal Update 

 

Ryan Jeroski 
Township Manager 

 Gourdhead Run before (above) and after (below) 

Grouse  Run before (above) and after (below) 
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     Summer is well underway in Western Pennsylvania; I hope 
our students and teachers are enjoying their well-deserved 
break. It is hard to imagine, but as you are reading this, we are 
more than halfway through 2024. It has already been quite the 
year. From our student athletes shining, to events across the 
district, I wanted to take the chance to highlight all the good 

things happening in the 28th Legislative Dis-
trict.   
     Our student athletes represented their 
schools and our community with the utmost 
class and respect for their sports. I was thrilled 
to be able to host several local high school 
teams and individuals in Harrisburg at the 
state Capitol to recognize their accomplish-
ments. Our students represent our future, I 
am grateful for the opportunity to work with 
our young people and show them our Com-
monwealth’s Capitol.  
     I am very fortunate to have been able to 
host two Hampton sports teams this spring. 
Hampton’s girls’ volleyball team and boys’ 
cross-country team were recognized in the 
House chamber. The boys won the state title, 
while the girls placed second. I want to extend 
my congratulations to all our student athletes 
on their successes.  
     I am beyond grateful to serve our communi-
ty. I am proud to have hosted a variety of 
events to help constituents in the first half of 
the year. At a recent shredding event, my 
office and I were able to see 28 bins worth of 
paper, at about 200 pounds per bin, get recy-
cled to protect constituents from identity theft 
and malicious activity. I look forward to more 
events this fall to support and help citizens 
across our area.  
     As we move into the second half of the 
year, I hope we are renewed with a new sense 
of civility as we continue to improve our com-
munity together.  

Rob Mercuri 

Life-saving Resources and Proper  
Health Care Reimbursement  

 

     A Franklin Park mother and father lost their daughter to 
an opioid overdose, but they have turned their tragedy into 
advocacy through the establishment of the Stop The Judg-
ment Project, an initiative focused on removing the stigma 
of addiction and providing resources to help stem the tide 
of this public health crisis. 
     Their story is a major driving factor for H.B. 1783, my 
legislation that would require Pennsylvania’s Department 
of Health to develop and distribute posters in public and 
private settings detailing the signs of an opioid-related 

overdose, the steps to respond, how to locate an agent that reverses 
opioid effects, and additional resources. The bill would also author-
ize the creation of a Lifetime Recovery from Substance Use Grant 
Program under the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs to 
assist in the development, expansion, or improvement of recovery 
support services delivery statewide. 
     The bill passed the House 187-14 and moves a step closer to not 
only becoming law, but also saving countless lives and empowering 
Pennsylvanians n the prevention of future opioid overdoses. 
     Additionally, H.B. 1867, my legislation that would allow health 
care providers to choose the insurance reimbursement option that 
best suits to their needs for services rendered, also moved to the 
Senate for consideration. Hard-working doctors, nurses and other 
health professionals deserve full compensation for the care they 
provide day in and day out. 
     For more information about legislation I’ve introduced and addi-
tional questions you have, please call my office at 412-348-8028 or 
email me at RepVenkat@pahouse.net. My staff and I are always 
available to address your concerns.  

https://stopthejudgment.org/
https://stopthejudgment.org/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20230&cosponId=41591
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20230&cosponId=41774
mailto:RepVenkat@pahouse.net


 

    

grams that prepare students for in-demand jobs in the 

trades, healthcare, education, food preparation, and 

more. That means more students can have the oppor-

tunity to enroll in career and tech ed programs that 

will set them up for their futures—that’s a win for the 

students and Pennsylvania’s economy. 

     Funding CTE is part of fully and fairly funding our 

public schools so that every Pennsylvania student has a 

comprehensive, effective, and contemporary educa-

tion that prepares them for their futures. This funding 

legislation is a first step to creating a larger investment in 

CTE that prioritizes our students’ learning experience and 

the in-demand jobs of our future. 

     Career and Tech Ed, or CTE, is incredibly powerful 

educational programming that gives students a 

chance to get career training and certification, often 

at reduced or zero cost to them, all while still in high 

school. These students are getting a head start on their next steps, 

whether that’s the job market, an apprenticeship, or a two- or four-

year college. 

     Our Public School Code requires the career and tech-

nical education funding formula to use the most recently 

available data from the state to determine the amount 

of funds they receive from the state. This means area 

career and technical schools cannot predict their funding 

for the next year, even after the state budget is passed, 

because the data used to determine their funding is up-

dated in the middle of the fiscal year.  

     I introduced Senate Bill 366 to correct this problem by 

locking in the data used in the formula on the first day of 

June - as we have already done for the Basic Education 

and Special Education funding formulas. 

     This change will give career and technical centers the 

financial predictability they need to offer or expand pro-

Lindsey Williams 
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NOW BOOKING 
FOR FALL 2024 

 

$1000 OFF  
Any Construction  
Project  
Present at initial appointment. Book before 11/30/24 
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www.slagelinsurance.com 
Jason@slagelinsurance.com 

4489 Mt. Royal Boulevard 
Allison Park, PA 15101 
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