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Minutes of the Public Board of Education Meeting held on April 11, 2007 at the Monroe 
Township High School.         
 
The meeting was called to order by Board President Kathy Kolupanowich at 6:30 p.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
 
Ms. Kathy Kolupanowich, Board President 
Mr. Lew Kaufman, Board Vice President 
Mr. Marvin I. Braverman arrived 8:00 p.m. 
Ms. Carol Haring  
Mr. Joseph Homoki 
Mr. John Leary 
Ms. Kathy Leonard 
Ms. Rita Ostrager 
Ms. Amy Speizer  
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT
 
NONE 
 
JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT 
 
Ms. Patrice Faraone 
 
STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Ms. Gina Antoniello arrived at 8:00 p.m. 
Mr. George Leonard arrived at 8:00 p.m. 
Mr. Alex Malvone arrived at 8:00 p.m. 
 
STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT 
 

NONE 
 

STAFF PRESENT 
 

Dr. Ralph Ferrie, Superintendent of Schools 
Mr. Wayne Holliday, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
Dr. Edward Forsthoffer, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel 
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ATTORNEY 
 
Mr. Bertram E. Busch, Esq. 
 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – 22 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call, the Board President read the following 
statement: 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the 
Monroe Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published 
by having the date, time and place thereof posted April 6, 2007: 
 

1. At all Schools, 
2. Home News Tribune, 
3. Cranbury Press, and 
4. Filed with the Clerk of the Municipality. 

 
 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION 
 
Ms. Speizer, seconded by Mr. Kaufman the adoption of the following resolution: 
 
“Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Township of Monroe hereby moves to 
go into closed session, in accordance with Sunshine Law, Chapter 231 of the Public Laws 
of 1975 to discuss the following subject: 
  

Personnel: Domestic Partnership and Civil Union Health Care Benefits  
  and 

Superintendent’s Evaluation  
 
The discussion conducted in closed session can be disclosed to the public at such time as 
the matters have been resolved.  Motion Carried Unanimously. 
Members of the Board of Education convened to closed session at 6:35 p.m.  The Public 
Meeting reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM – None  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Kaufman and seconded by Ms. Speizer to approve the 
minutes of the Public Board of Education Meeting held on March 12, 2007. Motion 
carried. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
 
ENROLLMENT 
 
Elementary and secondary (within the district) 
Out of district placements 
 
HOME INSTRUCTION 
 
FIRE DRILLS – ALL SCHOOLS 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Leonard and seconded by Mr. Kaufman that personnel items 
(A –H) of the Superintendent’s Report be approved by consent. Roll call – All Yeas – 
Motion Carried Unanimously 10 – 0.  The vote included the Jamesburg Board Member 
Representative where appropriate.  A copy of the Personnel Section of the 
Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes. 
 

BOARD ACTION 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Leonard and seconded by Mr. Kaufman that Board Action 
Items (A – C) be approved by consent.  Roll Call – All Yeas - Motion Carried 
Unanimously 10 - 0.  The vote included the Jamesburg Board Member Representative 
where appropriate.  A copy of the Board Action section of the Superintendent’s Report 
is attached to the official set of minutes. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Speizer and seconded by Ms. Leonard to accept the 
Superintendent’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Dr. Ferrie acknowledged that Student Board Member George Leonard has received 
notification of acceptance at Carnegie Mellon University and Renssellaer Polytechnic 
Institute and that Student Board Member Gina Antoniello has been accepted at the 
University of Miami, Wake Forest University, Lehigh University, Penn State University, 
University of Florida and Rutgers University.  
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Speizer and seconded by Ms. Leonard that Board Action 
Items (A-G) of the Business Administrator’s Report be approved by consent. Ms. 
Leonard inquired about the costs to administer the No Child Left Behind program that 
are not covered by the $89,250.00 that was approved by the State. Mr. Holliday 
responded that the Basic Skills Program costs the district approximately $492,362. to 
administer. Then, he stated that the $89,250.00 is approximately 18.13% of the total 
costs. Mr. Homoki stated that the Monroe Township Board of Education Transportation 
Department was number one in efficiency in Middlesex County as stated in the NJ 
Department of Education Transportation Efficiency Report. Mr. Homoki recognized Mr. 
Holliday and Ms. Reitano for their hard work and effort to achieve this status. Roll Call 
– All Yeas – Motion Carried Unanimously 10 - 0. The vote included the Jamesburg 
Board Member Representative where appropriate. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Speizer and seconded by Mr. Kaufman to accept the 
Business Administrator’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS  
 
Student Board Member Mr. Alex Malvone spoke about the following events at 
Woodland School: a visit to Trenton Barracks and State House, the Franklin Institute of 
Science in Philadelphia, and the Cyber Café. Ms. Gina Antoniello spoke about the 
following events at Brookside School: Brookside Buddies, Family Science Night, and a 
visit to Princeton University’s Science Expo. Then, she spoke about the following 
events at the High School: the music and band trip to Orlando, Florida, the National 
DECA conference in Orlando, the Senior Fashion Show to benefit Project Graduation, 
Spirit Week, the Pep Rally and the Spring musical “Pippin”.  Mr. George Leonard spoke 
about the following Applegarth events: testing and the donation by WaWa and Bagel 
Bazaar of  bagels, muffins, water and juice for students on testing days which was 
organized by the PTO, School Wide Career Day and a Disability Awareness Day made 
possible by a Monroe Education Foundation Grant.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  (Refer to attached transcript.) 
 
 
OTHER BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS - (Refer to attached transcript.) 
 
 
PUBLIC FORUM - (Refer to attached transcript.) 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Kaufman and seconded by Ms. Speizer that the meeting be 
adjourned.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  The public meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
   
       WAYNE HOLLIDAY 
       BOARD SECRETARY/ 
        BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  - PUBLIC MEETING WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 11, 2007 
 
 
 
      I. Enrollment  
 
 

A. Elementary and secondary (within the district): 
         Increase+  

                  3/31/07     2/28/07  Decrease-        3/31/06    Difference 
 
 Applegarth School          676       675             +1  669       +    7 

 
Barclay Brook School          695               698                          -3   683            +  12 

  
Brookside School          937       938          -1  811            +126 

  
Mill Lake School          694       687    +7  648            +  46 

  
Woodland School          491       490     +1  486            +    5 

      
 Monroe High School          1455      1463      -8           1380       +  75
            
 Total Elementary             4948             4951            -  3           4677       +271 
  & Secondary                           
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I. Enrollment Continued 
 3-29-07 2-28-07 Difference

Academy Learning Ctr. Monroe 14 14  
Bancroft 1 1  
Bridge Academy 1 1  

Jamesburg Student 1 1  
Center School, Highland Park     2 2  

Jamesburg Student 2 2  
Children's Ctr. At Monmouth 1 1  
Collier School, Wickatunk 3 3  
CPC High Point  5 5  

Jamesburg Student 2 2  
East Mountain            Jamesburg Student 0 1 -1 
Eden Institute 2 2  
Harbor School 3 3  
High Roads 5 5  

Jamesburg Student 2 2  
Joseph Cappello 2 2  
Kidspeace 1 1  
Kiva High School 0 0  

Jamesburg Student 1 1  
Mercer Elementary 1 1  
Mercer Jr./Sr. High School 3 3  

Jamesburg Student 3 3  
Mercer County Reg Day 3 3  
Midland School, North Branch 4 4  
Millstone River School WW/Plainsboro 1 1  
New Brunswick H.S. Jamesburg Student 1 1  

Nu-View Academy 0 0  
Jamesburg Student 0 1 -1 

Pine Ridge 1 1  
Piscataway Reg Day 1 1  
Raritan Valley Academy 0 0  
Rock Brook 1 1  
Rugby School 1 1  

Jamesburg Student 1 1  
Schoth School 1 1  
Somerset Co. Day Training 1 1  
Somerset Hills Residential 2 2  
 Spotswood H.S.         Jamesburg Student 1 1  
Summit Speech 1 1  
UMDNJ 1 1  
Youth Consultation Services 1 1  
TOTAL  Monroe Students 63 63  
TOTAL Jamesburg Students  14 16 -2 
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II. Home Instruction 
March 2007 

Student 
Number 

Rea. Gr. Teachers Sch. Start 
Date 

End Date Hours
Per/ 
wk 

HI 06/07-4 Med 7 Marshak A 9-18-06 11-1-06 5 
HI 06/07-11 Med 12 DeJesus HS 1-8-07 3-9-07 10 
HI 06/07-17 504 11 Laffey, DeJesus, 

Schwartz, 
Tolboom 

HS 2-1-07  10 

HI 06/07-18 504 9 Quindes HS 12-8-06  10 
HI 06/07-19 Med 12 Stapenski HS 1-30-07  10 
HI 06/07-20 Med 7 Connelly 

VanGorden, 
Weiner 

A 3-12-07  10 

HI 06/07-21 Med 9 Weiner, Beahm, 
Milonas, Kuhl, 
DeMarco 

HS 2-12-07  10 

HI J 06/07-1 CST 10 Fleisig OD 2-12-07  10 
HI J 06/07-2 CST 12 DeBellis OD 3-2-07  10 
HI J 06/07-3 CST 11 Castaldo, 

Fennessy 
OD 3-14-07  10 

 
Home Instruction for Suspensions 
Student Number Rea. Gr. Teachers Sch. Start 

Date 
End 
Date 

Hours
 

HI-SUS 06/07-7 SUS 11 Alayna HS 1-8-07 2-12-07 10 
HI-SUS 06/07-8 SUS 10 Demarco, 

Milonas 
HS 2-12-07 2-21-07 10 

HI-SUS 06/07-9 SUS 12 Beahm, 
Tolboom 

HS 2-12-07 6-21-07 10 

HI-SUS 06/07-11 SUS 9 Himmelheber, 
Drust, Campo, 
Milonas 

HS 2-12-07 3-13-07  10 

HI-SUS 06/07-12 SUS 9 Weinstein HS 3-15-07 3-16-07 2 
HI-SUS 06/07-13 SUS 11 Weinstein HS 3-15-07 3-16-07 2 
HI-SUS 06/07-14 SUS 3 Castaldo BS 4-9-07 6-21-07 10 
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III. Fire Drills 
Applegarth School ------------------------------------------------------March 27 and 28, 2007 
Barclay Brook School ------------------------------------------------- March 13 and 27, 2007 
Brookside School -------------------------------------------------------March 21 and 28, 2007 
Mill Lake School -------------------------------------------------------March 12 and 22, 2007 
Woodland School -------------------------------------------------------March 9 and 22, 2007 
Monroe High School ---------------------------------------------------March 27 and 30, 2007 
 
 
 
 

IV. Personnel 
 

A. It is recommended that the Board accept the resignation, due to retirement, of Ms. Sharon 
Hansen, physical education teacher at the High School, effective July 1, 2007. 

 
B. It is recommended that the Board accept the resignation of Ms. Melissa Williamson, 

mathematics teacher at the High School, effective June 30, 2007. 
 
C. It is recommended that the Board accept the resignation of Ms. Holly Pappas, fifth grade 

teacher at Brookside School, effective June 30, 2007. 
 
D. It is recommended that the Board approve an extended maternity leave of absence to Ms. 

Melissa Chou, preschool teacher at Mill Lake School, effective September 1, 2007 through 
June 30, 2008.  It is further recommended that this leave shall be without pay except to the 
extent Ms. Chou is entitled to utilize any remaining sick days she may have available. 

 
E. It is recommended that the Board approve a maternity leave of absence to Ms. Kerri 

Tafrow, sixth grade teacher at Brookside School, effective September 1, 2007 through 
February 1, 2008.  It is further recommended that this leave shall be without pay except to 
the extent Ms. Tafrow is entitled to utilize any remaining sick days she may have available. 

 
F. It is recommended that the Board approve an unpaid leave of absence under the Family 

Medical Leave Act, to Ms. Bernice Schultz, special education teacher at Mill Lake School,  
effective April 18, 2007 pending further action of the Board (approximately five weeks). 

 
G. It is recommended that the Board approve a medical leave of absence (approximately one 

week) to Mr. John Emerson, custodian at Woodland School, effective April 26, 2007 
pending further action of the Board.  It is further recommended that this leave shall be 
without pay except to the extent Mr. Emerson is entitled to utilize any remaining sick days 
he may have available. 
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H. It is recommended that the Board approve the following certificated employee at the 

following step and guide: 
 
Employee Position School Salary Guide Dates Reason for 

hire 
Georgette 
Nelson 

Teacher of the 
Handicapped- ICS 

Mill Lake Step 1 BA 4/16/07- Extension 
of contract-
leave 
replacement 

 
 
 
 

V. Board Action 
 

A. It is recommended that the Board approve the submission of the Governor’s Grant application 
entitled “The Governor’s Initiative:  Enhancing and Expanding In-district Program Options for 
Students with Disabilities” in the amount of $400,000. 

 
B. It is recommended that the Board extend the suspension of student 06/07-14 for the remainder 

of the 2006-2007 school year. 
 

C. It is recommended that the Board approve the attached list of requests for Staff Professional 
Development. 
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  - PUBLIC MEETING WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 11, 2007 
         

I. BOARD ACTION
 

A.  TRANSPORTATION EFFICIENCY REPORT
 

It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of the 
“Transportation Efficiency Report Comparative Spending Guide for 2006/07”.  Whereby, 
the Monroe Township School System placed #1 in Middlesex County and #29 out of 413 
school systems in the State with a 2.292 efficiency rating. 

 
 
 
 

B.  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  FINAL REPORT
  

It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of and 
approve the “Final Report” for No Child Left Behind Expenditures for fiscal year 2006 as 
related to Title I: Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Education Agencies. 
 
C.  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  FINAL REPORT

  
It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of and 
approve the “Final Report” for No Child Left Behind Expenditures for fiscal year 2006 as 
related to Title I SIA: School Improvement Act. 
 
D.  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  FINAL REPORT

  
It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of and 
approve the “Final Report” for No Child Left Behind Expenditures for fiscal year 2006 as 
related to Title IIA: Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting Fund. 
 
E.  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  FINAL REPORT

  
It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of and 
approve the “Final Report” for No Child Left Behind Expenditures for fiscal year 2006 as 
related to Title IID: Enhancing Education Through Technology. 
 
F.  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  FINAL REPORT

  
It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of and 
approve the “Final Report” for No Child Left Behind Expenditures for fiscal year 2006 as 
related to Title IV: Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act. 

 
G.  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  FINAL REPORT
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It is recommended that members of the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of and 
approve the “Final Report” for No Child Left Behind Expenditures for fiscal year 2006 as 
related to Title V: Innovative Programs. 

 
 
The above action authorizes the Business Administrator to sign and administer contracts and/or purchase 
orders. 
 


