
 SOMERSET COUNTY VOCATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

SOMERSET COUNTY VOCATIONAL & TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 
14 Vogt Drive 

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 
 

Regular Meeting 
December 14, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following members: 
Dr. Alan P. Braun, President 
Anita Ventantonio, Vice President  
Theodore Smith 
William Hyncik, Jr. 
Trudy Doyle 
 
Also Present: 
Michael A. Maddaluna, Superintendent of Schools 
Diane Strober, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
Edmund H. Jones, High School Principal 
Dr. Michael Illuzzi, Director of Post-Secondary Education 
Lisa Fittipaldi, Board Attorney 
Jack Ciattarelli, Somerset County Freeholder, absent 
Others:  Diane Ziegler, Director of Curriculum and Instruction; Dr. Joseph Petrosino, Director of Special Education; 
Sherman Harris, Supervisor of Special Projects; Pamela Brink, School Based Program Director; Helen Mikulak, Manager 
of Student Financial Services; Carene Jegou, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent; Samantha Miller, Student of 
the Month and parents. 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided specifying time and place. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
November 23, 2009 Board of Education Agenda Items 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Hyncik and passed on roll call vote, the Board of Education 
 approved all resolutions on the November 23, 2009 Regular Board of Education meeting agenda. 
 
    Roll Call   Yes   No  
       Mr. Smith   X  

 

    Mr. Hyncik   X 
    Mrs. Doyle  abstain 
    Mrs. Ventantonio   X 
        Dr. Braun   X 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Hyncik, the minutes of the Special Meeting held on November 
 16, 2009 and the Regular Meeting and Executive Session held on November 23, 2009 were approved.  Mrs. 
 Doyle abstained. 
 
Correspondence 

• Letter from Suplee, Clooney & Company extending warm wishes for the holiday season. 
• Dr. Braun reported that he received a report from the Regional Center Partnership of Somerset County regarding 

the multipurpose athletic facility.   
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Old or Unfinished Business 
Student of the Month 
Samantha Miller, a third year student in the Performing Arts Dance Education program, is the Student of the Month for 
December.  She is the daughter of Ed and Lynda Sue Miller of Martinsville.  In 2008 Samantha received a 
performing arts award for being the most improved dance student. She also studies Tech Tap ‘N’ Toe at the Gotta 
Dance Studio. In her spare time she works as a babysitter.  Samantha plans to continue her education after she 
graduates from SCVTHS and major in dance education and business.  
 
Construction Projects 
Buildings C & E Roof Replacement (SSP Architectural Group) 
The specifications and bid documents will be available on December 17th; the bid opening is scheduled for January 20th; 
and we are looking to award the contract at the January 25th board meeting. 
                                                                       

    

the               
0 school year: 

Report of the Attorney 
• Ms. Fittipaldi reported on the shared services with the Educational Services Commission, the generator bid and 

the specifications for the roof construction project. 
 
Superintendent's Report 
 
On recommendation of Mr. Maddaluna and motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mrs. Ventantonio and passed on roll call 
vote, agenda items A, B, D, E, and F as follows: 
 

A. Resignation 
 The Board of Education accepted the resignation of Mrs. Pamela Brink, Director of School Based           
 Youth Services Program, for the purpose of retirement, effective August 31, 2010. 
 

B. Employment of Part-Time Personnel - 2009-10 SY 
 The Board of Education approved employment of the following part-time personnel for 
 2009-201
 TOPS 
 Debra Gichan    Photography (20 hours)  $   38.00/hr 

  Maximiliano Andres Cuevas  Spanish (30 hours)  $   38.00/hr
 Lashaw Benson    Substitute Security Guard  $   14.00/hr 
 NJ SkillsUSA 
 Teresa Morelli    SCVTS Site Coord./Cluster Coord. $  800.00 
 Stephen Boettger    Maintenance Coord.  $  300.00 
 George Byrd    Collision Repair Contest Coord. $  300.00 
 Thomas Heinbach    Diesel Contest Coord.  $  300.00 
 Tony Kennette    TV/Video Prod. Contest Coord. $  300.00 
 Charles Koch    Graphic Arts Contest Coord. $  300.00 
 Michael McClain    Maintenance Coord.  $  300.00 
 Mark Mastrobattista   Food & Beverage Contest Coord.    $  300.00 
 Don Smith    Welding Contest Coord.  $  300.00 
 Eric Symborski    Bldg. Maintenance Contest Coord. $  300.00 
 Sarah Morelli-Stutz   Assistant SCVTS Site Coord. $  300.00 
 Faiza Shahid    Technical Consultant Data Entry $1,200.00 
 Valerie Hart    Technical Consultant Accountant $2,400.00 
 John Vingara    Hospitality Cluster Coord.  $  500.00 
 Michelle Fresco    Transportation Coord.  $  500.00 
 Karen Long    Leadership Cluster Coord.  $  750.00 
 Robert Hahn    Exhibit Ctr. Site Coord.  $3,300.00 
 Technology Institute 
 Carol Bronikowski   Practical Nursing (24 hours/week)    $    38.84/hr 

  Rikki Erickson    Sub. Dental Radiography (15 hours) $    35.05/hr
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D.  Field Trips 
 The Board of Education approved field trips for high school students as they appear on Addendum #1. 
 

E.   Professional Seminars/Workshops 

 

rau

 The Board of Education approved requests for district staff and board of education members to attend 
 professional seminars, workshops, etc. as they appear on Addendum #2. 

 
F.   Acceptance of Funds

 The Board of Education adopted the following resolution:  The governing body of the Somerset                
 County Vocational & Technical Schools at its December 14, 2009 meeting authorized acceptance of funds for 
 the following: 
 NJ Department of Education  Carl Perkins (Post-Secondary)  $83,454.00 
        (7/1/09-6/30/10) 
 United Way of Somerset County  Twilight Program (2010)   $18,000.00 
 (through SCVTS Foundation)  
 United Way of Central Jersey  Twilight Program    $ 6,375.00 
 (through SCVTS Foundation)  (1/1/10-6/30/10) 
 
 Discussion ensued on the above agenda items.  Dr. Braun accepted Mrs. Brink’s retirement request with regrets 
 and acknowledged her more than twenty years of service and dedication to the district. Mrs. Brink thanked the 
 board for the wonderful experience and although she will miss SCVTS, she is looking forward to her retirement.  
 Dr. B n questioned if this would be the last year we would be applying for the post-secondary Perkins grant as 
 a result of the SCVTS and RVCC shared service initiative.   
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  

       

 

     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 

C.  Title Change 
 The Board of Education approved a title change for Ms. Diane Strober to Assistant             
 Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary.  (No salary increase/no change to contract) 
 
 Mrs. Doyle stated that although she respects the work that Ms. Strober does in her position; Mrs. Doyle does not 
 feel it is necessary to change the job title.  Mr. Hyncik also noted his concern with public perception. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  
     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle  X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 
On recommendation of Mr. Maddaluna and motion by Mrs. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Hyncik and passed on roll call vote, 
agenda items G and H as follows: 
 

G. Three-Year English Language Service Plan 
 The Board of Education approved the district's Three-Year English Language Service Plan. 
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     Roll Call     Yes   No  
     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     abstain 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 

H.  Transitional Curriculum Maps 
 On recommendation of Mr. Maddaluna and motion by Mr. Hyncik, seconded by Mrs. Ventantonio and passed on 
 roll call vote the Board of Education approved transitional curriculum maps for programs as they appear on 
 Addendum #3. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  

 

      

     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     abstain 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 

I.   Revised Board Policy - First Reading
 On recommendation of Mr. Maddaluna and motion by Mr. Hyncik, seconded by Mrs. Ventantonio and passed on 
 roll call vote, the Board of Education approved revised Board Policy No. 0163 - Quorum at this first           
 reading as it appears on Addendum #4. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  

 

 

     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle    abstain 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 

 
J.   Superintendent's Update

• None 
 
Submission of Bills 
 On motion by Mrs. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Hyncik and passed on roll call vote, the attached bills were 
 approved for payment.  
 Fund 10  $1,390,867.79 
 Fund 20  $  116,299.80 
 Fund 30  $  135,000.00 
 Fund 60  $   10,734.13
 Fund 95  $    5,488.46 
 Total  $1,658,390.18 
      
     Roll Call     Yes   No  
     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 
New Business 

• None 
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Report of the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 

A. Reports A-148 and A-149 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Hyncik and passed on roll call vote, the Board of Education 
 adopted the monthly financial statement reports for the School Business                 
 Administrator/Board Secretary for the month of November 2009 and the Treasurer of School Monies for the 
 month of November 2009, after review of the secretary's monthly financial report (appropriations section), and 
 upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge no major fund has been 
 overextended in violation to N.J.A.C.6:20-2A.10(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet           
 the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.  (See Addendum #5) 

   

     

 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  
     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
   

B. Generator Contract 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Hyncik and passed on roll call vote, the Board of Education 
 awarded the contract for the generator replacement project to Manor II Electric, Inc. of Fairview, New Jersey in 
 the amount of $111,662.00 as recommended by the architects and reviewed by the board attorney. Contract to be 
 prepared by the board attorney. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  

    

   

                  

     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 
January Meeting 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Hyncik, the next regular meeting of the Somerset          
 County Vocational Board of Education will be held: 

January 25, 2010 
6:00 p.m. 

Somerset County Vocational & Technical Schools 
14 Vogt Drive 

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 
 
Remarks from the Public 

• Mrs. Wicks informed the board that Breakfast with Santa was held on Saturday, December 12th; a digital 
television monitor in the high school main entrance will display the pictures taken at the event.   

• Our carpentry students constructed a Santa house which was located in the Quick Check parking lot in Raritan at  
the request of the Raritan Mayor, Jo-ann Liptak and the Raritan Chamber of Commerce. 

• DVDs of the Cablevision program, Neighborhood Journal, which featured the Somerset County Academy for 
Health & Medical Sciences program were provided to board members. 
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Resolution 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Vocational Board of Education of the County of Somerset that: 

A. This Board will go into closed session with the Board Counsel for the purpose of discussing matters within the 
provisions of 7A(11)c231. 

B. The general nature of matters to be discussed relates to the 2009-10 budget and extended sick leave for K. Hart.  
Action may or may not be taken. 

C. Under the provisions of the above stated laws, the public shall be excluded from attendance at the portion of the 
meeting relating to the above matters. 

D. It is anticipated that the items discussed will be made public when the matters discussed are resolved. 
 
Closed Session 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Hyncik and passed on roll call vote, the Board of Education 
 went into closed session at 6:20 p.m. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  
     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 
Open Session 
 On motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mrs. Ventantonio and passed on roll call vote, the Board of Education 
 reopened the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  
     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 
Family Leave – Karen Hart 
 On recommendation of Mr. Maddaluna and motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Smith and passed on 
 roll call vote, the Board of Education authorized family leave for Karen Hart commencing on October 29, 2009 
 and ending, January 28, 2010. 
 
     Roll Call     Yes   No  

 

     Mr. Smith     X 
     Mr. Hyncik     X 
     Mrs. Doyle     X 
     Mrs. Ventantonio     X 
     Dr. Braun     X 
 
Adjournment 
 On motion by Mrs. Ventantonio, seconded by Mr. Smith and passed, the meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diane Strober 
Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary     
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