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Essential Questions 

 

 What makes people want to do the right thing? 

 Why is honesty important? 

 What are the risks in helping others? 

 What are the rewards in helping others? 

 Why do people make sacrifices for others? 

 How can people promote freedom? 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 Honesty is important because it is the moral way to act; shows that a person has integrity; 

shows that a person is principled; in honorable. 

 Risks in helping others require bravery, sacrifice, and ensure that their lives will be 

better. 

 The reward for helping others can be favors that are returned; a good feeling inside; 

praise; knowledge of doing the right thing. 

 Sacrificing for others is a way that you show you love them; means doing the right thing, 

not the easy thing; allows the people involved to win and improve themselves. 

 Promoting freedom can involve taking action; supporting leaders; having national pride; 

battles and battlefields. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reading Standards 

 

Reading Standards for Literature: 

 

 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fit together to provide the overall 

structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text: 

 

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 

details; summarize the text. 

 

Reading Standards – Foundational Skills: 

 

 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

- Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

- Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

- Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

 

 

Writing Standards 

 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

- Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

- Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and 

events precisely. 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1-3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Language Standards 

 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English Capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

- Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

- Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in 

stories, dramas, or poems. 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

- Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

- Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 

- Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 

and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning 

of key words and phrases. 

 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical 

relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

- Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

 Report on a topic or text ore present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to 

task and situation.  (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

 

 


