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Essential Questions 

 

 How have those who have gone first influenced those who have gone 

after? 

 What drives people to explore harsh climates and dangerous 

places? 

 Why is it important to study animals responsibly? 

 What does it mean to be a pioneer? 

 Why do explorers seek out other worlds? 

 How do inventions happen? 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 Explorers often put themselves in danger; need to have survival skills; must plan for 

harsh conditions. 

 Animals are sometimes mistreated by humans; are used in medical studies; should be 

respected. 

 Pioneers pave the path for those who arrive later; face challenges that others haven’t 

faced before; overcome hardships to start new communities 

 Exploration leads to discoveries; helps us understand our world; requires courage. 

 Inventions often require years of experimentation; lead to other inventions; can change 

the way we live. 

 

 

 
 



Reading Standards 

 

Reading Standards for Literature: 

 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the range. 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text: 

 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed 

in the text. 

 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or 

issue. 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 

Writing Standards 

 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

- Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such 

as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include 

formatting (e.g., heading), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

- Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

- Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

- Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

- Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and 

signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

- Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language 

to convey experiences and events. 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1-3). 



 

Language Standards 

 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

- Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

- Use intense pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English Capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

- Spell correctly. 

 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

- Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

- Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

- Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 

and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 

meaning or its part of speech. 

 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

 

 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 

facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify information. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate.  (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 for 

specific expectations.) 

 

 

 


