Harrison Township School District
“Where Bright Futures Begin”

Grade: 6 Unit #:5
Course: English Language Arts Trimester: 111
Theme: Resources Week(s): 25 through 30

Essential Questions

» What are resources and why are they important to us?
= How can different generations be resources?
= How can we combine our resources to make change?
= How can stories be used to explain the workings of nature?
= How do we decide the value of different resources?
= How are people rethinking Earth’s resources?

Enduring Understandings

v Family members serve as important role models to each other; possesses knowledge and
experience; share a common history.

v People can combine their resources to solve problems; can accomplish great things
together; can show strength without using violence.

v Throughout history people have tried to understand the workings of nature; people have
created stories to explain the workings of nature; people pass down stories through oral
retellings.




Reading Standards

Reading Standards for Literature:

o Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

e Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

e Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well
as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

e Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

e By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range.

Reading Standards for Informational Text:

e Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

e Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

e Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.

e Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or
issue.

e Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

e By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing Standards

e Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
- Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
- Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and
reasons.
- Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.
e Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
- Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting
(e.g., heading), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
- Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.
e Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
- Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.




- Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
convey experiences and events.
- Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

e Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3).

e Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.

Lanquage Standards

e Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

e Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English Capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

- Spell correctly.

e Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

- Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

- Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning or its part of speech.

e Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

- Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar dentations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).

e Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Speaking and Listening Standards

e Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, text and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

- Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion.

e Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 for
specific expectations.)




