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Essential Questions 

 

 In what ways does one culture affect another? 

 How can stories from the past influence our imaginations? 

 How have ancient cultures influenced modern ones? 

 How can we understand and appreciate our cultural 

differences? 

 Must cultural differences lead to conflict? 

 How can migration affect a culture? 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 Stories from the past can spark our imaginations; help us see things in new ways; inspire 

adventures. 

 Ancient Greece influenced our modern system of government; laid the groundwork for 

modern fields of study; built many structures that still stand today. 

 Learning about customs can help us understand other cultures; is one way to bridge 

cultural differences; can help us avoid misunderstandings. 

 Cultural conflicts have existed for centuries; can lead to war; can destroy whole societies. 

 Migration brings customs and skills to new places; affects the customs and traditions of 

those who relocate; can lead to new customs and traditions. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Reading Standards 

 

Reading Standards for Literature: 

 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the range. 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text: 

 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or 

issue. 

 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 

 

Writing Standards 

 

 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

- Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources 

and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

- Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such 

as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include 

formatting (e.g., heading), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

- Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples. 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

- Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1-3). 

 

 

 



 

Language Standards 

 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English Capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

- Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.* 

- Spell correctly. 

 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

- Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

- Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

- Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

- Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

dentations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, text and issues, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

- Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 

probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

- Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making 

comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 

displays in presentations to clarify information. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate.  (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 for 

specific expectations.) 

 

 

 


