Year Two of PARCC...

Parent PARCC Questions Answered

In the 2014-15 school year, over 800,000 students

in New Jersey took the PARCC assessment for the

first time. This more sophisticated test was designed

to provide schools with information to improve

classroom instruction, and give parents valuable feedback
about their child’s progress. Below are frequently asked
guestions about PARCC, the Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers.

The information below provides answers to frequently asked questions, and additional
information and resources can be found on the Assessments section of the NJDOE website.

Why is New Jersey using PARCC?

New Jersey has had statewide assessments since the 1970s. In fact, the federal No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001 requires every state to test students in grades 3 to 8.

The previous paper-and-pencil student assessments — the NJASK and HSPA — complied with
the federal requirement for statewide exams, but were often criticized for not providing useful
data to improve schools. In the 2014-15 school year, New Jersey transitioned to PARCC, an
exam created by New Jersey and other states to more accurately measure academic standards
in mathematics and English language arts. PARCC is designed to provide parents and
educators with information that can improve learning.

What are the advantages of the PARCC assessments?
PARCC assessments are designed to provide a number of advantages, such as:

¢ A more thorough academic measurement tool. While previous assessments
commonly relied on students to answer multiple-choice or true/false answers based on
rote memorization, PARCC is created to focus on age-appropriate problem-solving,
critical evaluations and higher-order thinking skills — the kinds of skills students need to
succeed in school and in the workplace.

e Keeps parents informed. PARCC will provide parents with far more comprehensive
feedback on their child’s academic progress. (See question immediately below for more
information.)

e Improved instruction. Schools will receive more comprehensive data that can help
improve overall classroom instruction and can be used to develop personalized support
for individual students.

e Less testing. Previous statewide assessments informed schools if a student was
struggling in a tested subject, but didn’t identify where the child was struggling, which
often led to additional testing. The detailed information from the PARCC assessments
may decrease the need for additional testing.

e Benefits from technology. Most students take the PARCC exams on computer, which
is becoming common among other tests (for instance, the GED test is now computer-
based and the SAT college-entrance exams will be). Schools will benefit because, as the



http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/

test progresses, results will be returned to schools far more quickly — allowing schools to
immediately address academic issues. (Note that in the first year of PARCC
assessments, data is returned later in the year as test experts set cut scores; this delay
in receiving first-year results occurs with all assessments)

¢ Reduced college remediation. PARCC can help place students in credit-bearing
college classes and reduce college remediation, where students need to pay for courses
when entering college to be taught what they should have learned in high school. A full
70% of students entering New Jersey’s county colleges can'’t begin their college career
unless they pay for remediation classes.

How will the results of PARCC be different from NJASK?

As they did with the NJASK assessments, parents will receive a score report on their child.
However, the PARCC reports will provide greater detail and will allow parents to understand
their child’s performance relative to the school average, the district's average, the state’s
average and the average student in states belonging to the PARCC consortium. In addition, it
will provide feedback on growth year over year. To learn more, check this online slideshow or
webinar discussing initial drafts of the score reports that parents will receive.

How much time does PARCC take?

PARCC has been shortened for the 2015-16 school year. The two testing windows were
consolidated into one, and the total test time was reduced by about 90 minutes. The total testing
time allotted to students will range from 8.25 hours in grade 3 to 9.7 hours in grade 11.

Are students required to take PARCC? Can parents refuse to have their child participate?

Neither federal nor state law provides parents with an option regarding participation in the tests.
The federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 has required 95% of all students in grades 3 to 8
be tested annually. Schools that don’t meet the standard could face implementation of a
corrective action plan and possibly risk a loss of federal funding.

The vast majority of parents had their child participate in last year’s administration of PARCC
because they understood the benefits. PARCC will provide parents with an “academic check up”
about their child’s progress, and provide local schools with crucial information to improve
classroom instruction. In those instances where parents refuse to have their children participate
in the tests, local districts would apply their local policies.

Will PARCC market personal information about students?

No. Protections are in place at both the state and federal levels, as well as through all contracts
and agreements, to prevent student-identifiable data from being marketed or distributed. The
selling of student data was never allowed under the previous tests in New Jersey, and it is not
allowed under PARCC.

Is this a “high stakes” for children?

For students in New Jersey, passing PARCC isn’t required to advance from one grade to the
next. It was not required with the former NJASK test, and it is not a requirement of PARCC
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tests. Local schools may use PARCC results as one of a number of measures to determine
class placement, such as in a gifted program. Parent discussions about such local decisions
should be addressed with the local board of education.

How will PARCC affect teachers?

State law requires a portion of annual evaluations for certain teachers to be based on growth on
student assessments. Ten percent of their evaluations are based on the growth of student
performance on statewide assessments. This affects approximately 15 percent of teachers —
those who teach mathematics and English language arts in the tested grades.

Who creates PARCC guestions?

Hundreds of K-12 and postsecondary educators, content specialists, and assessment experts
from New Jersey and other PARCC states participate in the development of all PARCC testing
items. Each test item was reviewed by no fewer than 30 educators prior to field tests, and
outcomes of the field test are then reviewed by 80 educators before being included on the
operational tests.

How is higher education viewing PARCC?

The New Jersey Council of County Colleges announced that its members plan to use PARCC
scores as one of their placement tools. PARCC may also help reduce the need for remediation
classes which is a critical issue, as 70% of students entering New Jersey’s county colleges can’t
begin their college career until they pay for remediation classes to learn what they should have
learned in high school.

Are other New Jersey education/civic organizations informing parents about PARCC?

A number of organizations created a coalition called We Raise NJ with a purpose of supporting
New Jersey's efforts to implement effective assessments. The coalition includes the New Jersey
PTA, and organizations representing principals (NJPSA), superintendents (NJASA), school
boards (NJSBA), higher education (NJ Council of County Colleges), and business (NJ Chamber
of Commerce). It also includes the Garden State Coalition of Schools, NJ CAN, and the NJ
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Is there too much testing?

The federal government and state require schools to test students annually. The PARCC
assessments account for less than 10 hours of a 1,200-hour school year. The vast majority of
testing is the result of decisions made at the local level, ranging from quizzes and finals to local
schools purchasing commercial standardized tests. Districts could rely on PARCC instead of the
other assessments to provide information on student academics.

What about concerns that teachers are “teaching to the test?”

PARCC is designed for students to demonstrate their understanding of a concept. As such,
teachers really can'’t “teach to the test.” If students understand the concepts, they should do well
on the test.



http://www.njccc.org/news/new-jerseys-community-college-presidents-support-higher-standards/

What if problems occur during testing?

Problems during testing happen each year for a variety of reasons. Every school and school
district has a test coordinator who is trained to respond to irregularities that may occur during
test administration. Each irregularity is handled on a case-by-case basis by the local district, the
state education department or the testing vendor.

How much is this new test costing our school district?

There is no local cost involved in developing or scoring the PARCC exam. The state pays for all
PARCC exams.
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