
CONVERSATIONS AROUND PARCC:  
YEAR ONE TEST RESULTS 

Harrison Township School District 

January 11, 2016 



GOALS FOR 
THIS EVENING  

• Using Data to Inform 
Teaching & Learning 

 

• District Test Results 

 

• Student Score Reports 

 

• Assessment Revisions 

 

• Parent Resources 



“New Jersey will educate all students to 
prepare them to lead productive, fulfilling 
lives. Through a public education system 
that is seamlessly aligned from pre-school 
to college, students will gain the requisite 
academic knowledge and technical and 
critical thinking skills for life and work in 
the 21st century.” 

 

VISION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY 



• In 2015, New Jersey adopted the Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
to replace HSPA and previous assessments in the 
elementary and middle school in language arts and 
mathematics. 

 

• Students took PARCC English Language Arts and Literacy 
Assessments (ELA/L) in grades 3 – 11. 

 

• Students took PARCC Mathematics Assessments in grades 
3 – 8 and End of Course Assessments in Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra II. 

NEW JERSEY’S STATEWIDE  
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 



PERFORMANCE LEVEL SETTING:  
THE PROCESS 

• Panelists used PARCC - Performance Level 
Descriptors to determine grade level mastery 

 

• Performance Level Descriptors were used 
with actual test results and empirical studies to 
review individual assessment items  

 

• At least three item review rounds occurred to 
determine cut scores for Performance Levels 



PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 



PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 
MATHEMATICS 



Level 1: Not yet meeting grade-level expectations 
 

Level 2: Partially meeting grade-level expectations 
 

Level 3: Approaching grade-level expectations 
 

Level 4: Meeting grade-level expectations 
 

Level 5: Exceeding grade-level expectations 

PARCC PERFORMANCE LEVELS 



HARRISON TOWNSHIP:  
2014-2015 DISTRICT TEST RESULTS 



HARRISON TOWNSHIP: 
PARCC LEVELS OF PROFICIENCY 



SAMPLE PARCC ELA PARENT REPORT 



PARCC COMPARATIVE DATA  



STUDENT SPECIFIC PARCC ELA RESULTS: 
READING AND WRITING 



SAMPLE PARCC MATH PARENT REPORT 



STUDENT SPECIFIC PARCC MATH RESULTS: 
READING AND WRITING 



STUDENT ROSTER: 
SUBSCORES 



STUDENT ROSTER: 
STUDENT SCORES 



District and School Level Data: Math, ELA, reading and 
writing, and also by grade levels 

Disaggregated data by subgroups 

Disaggregated data by 
categories, (i.e., standards sub-

claims) 

Item analysis 

Student-level 
analysis 

YEAR ONE DATA ANALYSIS PLAN: DRILLING 
DOWN 



PARCC ITEM STUDENT SAMPLE  



PARCC ITEM RELEASE SAMPLE  



• Designed to measure the state standards that are 
guiding instruction in mathematics and English 
language arts.  

 

• Focus on the skills students need in today’s world, 
including critical thinking, problem solving, and 
reasoning.  

 

• Because the PARCC tests measure these complex 
skills, which are different from previous state 
tests, scores on the PARCC test will look lower.  

SETTING A NEW BASELINE WITH PARCC 



TEST ADMINISTRATION IN 2015 

 

 

1.2 million students in one day 

204,000 students in one hour 

Peak: 1million testers per day x 
5 days 

Thousands of hours contributed by 
thousands  of educators to develop 

the test  

Key Stats 



TEST DESIGN CHANGES – ONE TESTING 
WINDOW 



THE NEW JERSEY WINDOW 

Note:  
AP Exams to occur  
May 2-13 



CHANGES IN TEST DESIGN 



TEST DESIGN CHANGES: 
 90 MINUTE REDUCTION 

Overall times 
include 

Reading/Writing 
and 

Mathematics 
across all test 

units per grade 



STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS   
ALLOTTED TESTING TIMES 

PARCC ELA and 
Math 

Combined 

Science Total % of 
Instructional 

Year* 

Grade 3 8.25 N/A 8.25 0.73% 

Grade 4 8.50 1.25 9.75 0.87% 

Grade 5 8.50 N/A 8.50 0.76% 

Grade 6 9.20 N/A 9.20 0.82% 

Grade 7 9.20 N/A 9.20 0.82% 

Grade 8 9.20 2.0 11.20 1.00% 

Grade 9 9.70 4.4 14.30 1.27% 

Grade 10 9.70 N/A 9.70 0.86% 

Grade 11 9.70 N/A 9.70 0.86% 

* Calculated using a 6.25 hour instructional day. 



TENTATIVE HARRISON TOWNSHIP 
TESTING TIMELINES 

May 2 May 3 May 4 May 5 May 6 

ELA Unit 1  
 
Grade 3-5 (90 min) 
Grade 6 (90 min) 
  

ELA Unit 2 
 
Grade 3 (75 min) 
Grade 4-5 (90 min) 
Grade 6 (110 min) 
  

ELA Unit 3 
 
Grade 3-5 (90 min) 
Grade 6 (110 min) 

Math Unit 1 
 
Grade 3-5 (60 min) 
Grade 6 (80 min) 

Math Unit 2 
 
Grade 3-5 (60 min) 
Grade 6 (80 min) 

May 9 May 10 May 11 May 12 May 13 

Math Unit 3 
 
Grade 3-5 (60 min) 
Grade 6 (80 min) 
  

Math Unit 4 
 
Grade 3-5 (60 min) 
Grade 6 (NA) 

Make-ups Make-ups 



• When we think about 
teaching and learning, 
how is assessment 
part of the cycle? 

 

• What supports do 
educators, parents, 
and the community 
need? 

 

 

 

 

FURTHERING THE CONVERSATION   

Analyze Data 

Evaluating 
Standards 

Collaboratively 

Plan 

Incorporate 
effective 
teaching 
strategies 

Teach, 
Adjust 

REPEAT 



• Conversations with educators about support 

– PARCC Parent Resources 

– Partnership Resource Center 

– Educator Leader Cadre 

– Blended Online Learning Modules 

– NJ Collaborative Online Resource Exchange 

• Data and feedback in the past and the future 
and thinking about student learning 

USING PARCC DATA TO INFORM INSTRUCTION 
 



• PARCC’s Partnership 
Resource Center is a portal 
to a wide range of resources 
at www.PARCCResources.org 
– Library 

– Assessment 

– Professional Learning    

• There are three levels of 
access available 
– Public 

– Registered 

– PARCC Member 

 

 
1 

PARTNER RESOURCE CENTER 

 
 

http://www.parccresources.org/


• Access to PARCC’s released items 

• Access to most resources in the “Library”  

• Use of the “Ad Hoc” Technology Readiness Tool 

• Use of some social sharing features of the Digital 
Library  

• Opportunities to participate in open access 
Professional Learning Courses.  

• Access to select S&L and K-2 resources  

PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE PRC 



PARCC PARENT RESOURCES 



PARTNERSHIP FOR ASSESSMENT OF READINESS 
FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERS (PARCC) RESOURCES 

Parents: 

• Guide to Score Reports 

• Practice Tests 

• Released Test Items 

• Understand the Score 
Report 

• Great! Kids (Great Schools) 

• How to Help Your Child 
(USTS) 

• Be a Learning Hero 
Learning Tools 

Educators: 

• Partnership Resource Center 

• NJ Score Reports for 
Educators 

• Released Test Items 

• PARCC Guide for Teacher 
Conversations 

• Video for Principals 

• Teacher Videos 

• ELA Tools for Teachers 

• Math Tools for Teachers 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/news-and-video/videos/understanding-the-score
http://parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
http://understandthescore.org/
http://understandthescore.org/
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/parcc-3rd-grade/new-jersey/
http://understandthescore.org/help-your-child/resources-for-parents/
http://understandthescore.org/help-your-child/resources-for-parents/
http://bealearninghero.org/
http://bealearninghero.org/
https://prc.parcconline.org/
http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parcc/scores/
http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parcc/scores/
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parcc/scores/1415/PARCCGuideforTeacherConversations.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parcc/scores/1415/PARCCGuideforTeacherConversations.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parcc/scores/1415/PARCCGuideforTeacherConversations.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parcc/scores/1415/PARCCGuideforTeacherConversations.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcMzOvzp8t4
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2015/01/09/planning-to-assess-parcc/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/planning-ela-instruction-parcc
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/planning-math-instruction-parcc


THANK YOU 
Andrew P. Davis, Ed.D. 

 

Harrison Township School District 

120 North Main Street 

Mullica Hill, NJ  08062 

856.478.2016 extension 7169 

davisa@harrisontwp.k12.nj.us 


