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Welcome to the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme at  
TES British Secondary Section 
We are delighted to welcome you to the IB Middle Years 
Programme in the TES British Secondary Section. This 
first year of the programme is crucial to the students’ 
academic and personal development and the curriculum 
is designed to provide a strong foundation for studying 
subjects throughout the five years of the programme 
and then at a more advanced level in the IB Diploma 
Programme. The Middle Years Programme is an exciting 
and dynamic international curriculum framework which 
ensures students have a strong academic foundation 
alongside the personal skills central to success as 
learners. 

The IB programmes of study have been chosen because 
of their close alignment to the TES vision and mission 
which permeate throughout life at the school. We take 
pride in the way we create the environment in which 
internationally minded, curious young people who are 
socially able and academically driven can flourish. 

We encourage each other to live out our school values  
– to strive for the highest possible academic standards 
and to be active participants in our school community.  
On a day-to-day basis, this will be most obvious in the  
classroom: 

Respect – we are honest, considerate, and tolerant 
global citizens
Participation – we take an active role in our learning 
and encourage others to do the same
Responsibility – we are trustworthy, independent, and 
act as positive role models
Creativity – we use our imagination, explore ideas, and 
express ourselves freely
Perseverance – we show persistence and strive to do 
our best

The IB goal is to provide students with the values and 
opportunities that will allow them to think critically, 
reflect upon their choices and respect others in the 
global and local community. The programme provides 
opportunities to connect classroom practices and 

content to broader issues and the world outside through 
the Concepts and Global Contexts. In essence, they 
support the questions: ‘why are we learning this?’ and 
‘why is this learning important?’.

CONCEPTS 
A concept is a ‘big idea’ or principle which allows 
students to learn beyond the subject matter or context 
of any particular topic. Concept-based learning is at 
the heart of the MYP Programme and research-based 
contemporary education more broadly. By ensuring 
conceptual understanding is in each unit of work, 
learners go further than memorising facts to develop an 
application of their learning that allows them to make 
connections between topics and subjects to further 
their understanding. Each unit of work will explore one 
overarching Key Concept which frames the inquiry, in 
addition to two or more Related Concepts rooted in the 
subject discipline.

GLOBAL CONTEXTS 
The six Global Contexts form a framework which 
ensures that learning is always set in a context which is 
relevant to the students. They form a common language 
between all of the subject areas and aim to ensure that 
student learning is connected to what is happening 
in the real world. Each unit of work that the students 
engage with will be rooted in one of the Global Contexts: 

Identities and relationships 

Orientation in space and time 

Personal and cultural expression 

Scientific and technical innovation 

Globalisation and sustainability 

Fairness and development 
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE MISSION 
STATEMENT 
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who 
help to create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect. 

To this end the organisation works with schools, 
governments and international organisations to develop 
challenging programmes of international education and 
rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the 
world to become active,compassionate and lifelong 
learners who understand that other people, with their 
differences, can also be right.

APPROACHES TO LEARNING
The ATLs are integral to the IB Middle Years Programme; 
they are embedded into all aspects of the curriculum 
to ensure that students acquire the skills needed to 
be effective learners. The ATLs are composed of the 
following skills areas which students develop across 
each subject group and in each unit of work: 

Thinking Skills 
・Critical thinking 
・Creative thinking 
・Transferring understanding and skills 

Communication Skills 
・Working with people 
・Working with information 

Social Skills 
・Collaboration 

Self-Management Skills 
・Organisation 
・Emotions and feelings 
・Reflection 

Research Skills 
・Information literacy 
・Media literacy 

THE IB LEARNER PROFILE 

T h e  a i m  o f  a l l  I B  p r o g r a m m e s  i s  t o  d e v e l o p 
internationally minded young people who help to create 
a better and more peaceful world. Within the IB Middle 
Years and Diploma Programmes, this is considered 
through the IB Learner Profile. At TES we ensure that 
students are supported and challenged both within and 
beyond the curriculum to develop the attributes of the 
IB Learner Profile: 

Inquirers 
Students develop their natural curiosity. They acquire 
the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research 
and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained 
throughout their lives. 
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Knowledgeable  
Students explore concepts, ideas and issues that have 
local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-
depth knowledge and develop understanding across a 
broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers 
Students exercise initiative in applying thinking skills 
critically and creatively to recognise and approach 
complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical 
decisions.  

Communicators
Students understand and express ideas and information 
confidently and creatively in more than one language 
and in a variety of modes of communication. They work 
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 

Principled 
Students act with integrity and honesty, with a strong 
sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity 
of the individual, groups and communities. They 
take responsibility for their own actions and the 
consequences that accompany them. 

Open-Minded 
Students understand and appreciate their own 
cultures and personal histories, and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals 
and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and 
evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to 
grow from the experience. 

Caring  
Students show empathy, compassion and respect 
towards the needs and feelings of others. They have 
a personal commitment to service, and act to make 
a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment. 

Risk-takers 
Students  approach  unfami l iar  s i tuat ions  and 
uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending 
their beliefs. 

Balanced 
Students understand the importance of intellectual, 
physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-
being for themselves and others. 

Reflective 
Students give thoughtful consideration to their own 
learning and experience. They are able to assess and 
understand their strengths and limitations in order to 
support their learning and personal development.
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SUBJECT GROUPS  
The IB Middle Years Programme is comprised of eight 
individual subject groups and is designed to ensure 
breadth and balance. In addition, the Chinese Language 
and Culture (CLC) programme has been designed to 
cater for the vastly different learning needs of TES 
students. The ultimate goal of the CLC programme is to 
enable every student to reach their potential in learning 
the Chinese language as well as the cultural heritage 
it carries. Communicative skills in Chinese, which may 
vary in scope and depth, open a window into our host 
culture and society. They also create a sense of inclusion 

for Chinese heritage students and staff.  Each year of 
the programme, students will engage in at least one 
interdisciplinary unit. The following diagram helps 
understand the different elements of the programme 
and more detail on the way The TES British Secondary 
Section approaches each subject area can be found 
below.   
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English Language
and Literature
AIMS 
The English Language and Literature course is designed to 
enable students to:  

use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity,
reflection, learning, self-expression and social 
interaction;

develop critical, creative and personal approaches to 
studying and analysing literary and non-literary works;

develop a lifelong interest in reading widely and apply 
language skills in a variety of real-life contexts. 

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Analyse 

analyse the content, context, language, structure, 
technique and style of text(s) and the relationships 
between texts;

analyse the effects of the creator’s choices on an
audience;

justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations 
and terminology; 

evaluate similarities and differences by connecting 
features across and within genres and texts.

(B) Organise  

employ organisational structures that serve the context 
and intention; 

organise opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent 
and logical manner; 

use referencing and formatting tools to create a 
presentation style suitable to the context and intention.

(C) Produce text   

produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination 
and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting critically 
on new perspectives and ideas arising from personal 
engagement with the creative process; 

make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and 
visual devices, demonstrating awareness of impact on 
an audience; 

select relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

(D) Use language    

use appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence 
structures and forms of expression; 

write and speak in a register and style that serve the 
context and intention use correct grammar, syntax and 
punctuation; 

spell , write, and pronounce with accuracy;

use appropriate non-verbal communication 
techniques.

YEAR 7

How do creators produce texts to communicate ideas 
and values?

How do creators present new ideas using existing 
conventions?

How can relationships and perspectives shape our 
understanding of the world and influence the choices 
we make?

How can different perspectives help us understand 
inequality?

YEAR 8

How can we change beliefs by communicating persuasively? 

How can creative expression allow us to understand 
ourselves and the world?

How do different forms of communication about 
conflict have the power to change the world?

YEAR 9

How can language be used to influence individuals and 
society?

How do creators encourage us to question our beliefs 
and change our perspectives?

How can social constructs be used to empower or 
disadvantage individuals?
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Language 
Acquisition 
(French, Spanish 
and German) 
AIMS
The Language Acquisition course is designed to enable 
students to: 

discover European languages; 

promotes intercultural understanding;

have the opportunity to develop insights into the 
features, processes and craft of language and the 
concept of culture, and to realise that there are 
diverse ways of living, behaving and viewing the 
world; 

explore and reflect on the cultural perspectives of 
our own and other communities; 

develop critical thinking and international-
mindedness; 

equip students with the necessary multiliteracy skills 
and attitudes to communicate successfully in various 
global contexts.

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Listen to spoken texts and demonstrate 
understanding of  

explicit and implicit spoken information in 
multimodal texts; 

conventions;

relationships between the various components of 
the multimodal text.

(B) Read written texts and demonstrate 
understanding of 

explicit and implicit written information in 
multimodal texts; 

conventions;

relationships between the various components of 
the multimodal text.

(C) Use spoken language to   

communicate orally and interact with others; 

communicate clearly and effectively; 

demonstrate accuracy and fluency in speaking. 

(D) Use written language to    

communicate in written form with others;

demonstrate accurate use of language conventions; 

organise information in writing; 

communicate information with a sense of audience 
and purpose;	 

demonstrate understanding of explicit and implicit 
written information in multimodal texts;

use spoken language to communicate and interact 
with others;

use written language to communicate with others.

 YEAR 7

What attributes from the learner profile do we need 
to develop to learn a foreign language?

How can developing relationships and connections 
with people around us help us define our identity?

How does the geographic location inspire people 
to interact with the environment in different and 
creative ways? 

YEAR 8 
How does our culture influence our routine? 

How can we identify a culture through a festival or 
celebration? 

How do leisure activities vary according to the 
context and the culture and how do they help us 
establish our identity?

YEAR 9 
How does my way of life impact my health and other 
people's health?

How can we live in a sustainable society by making 
ethical and responsible choices?

How do we discover new cultures and new ways of 
understanding the world when we travel?
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Individuals and
Societies
AIMS 
The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to 
encourage and enable students to:

appreciate human and environmental commonalities 
and diversity;

understand the interactions and interdependence of 
individuals, societies and the environment;

understand how both environmental and human 
systems operate and evolve; 

identify and develop concern for the well-being of 
human communities and the natural environment; 

act as responsible citizens of local and global 
communities; 

develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual 
understandings of the relationships between 
individuals, societies and the environments in which 
they live.  

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Knowledge and understanding
Students develop factual and conceptual knowledge 
about individuals and societies. 

use terminology in context; 

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
subject-specific content and concepts through 
descriptions, explanations and examples.

(B) Investigate

Students develop systematic research skills and processes 
associated with disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences. Students develop successful strategies for 
investigating independently and in collaboration with 
others.   

formulate research questions and justify its relevance;

formulate action plans to investigate a research 
question; 

use research methods to collect and record relevant 
information; 

evaluate the process and results of the investigation.

(C) Communicate

Students develop skills to organise, document and 
communicate their learning using a variety of media and 
presentation formats.   

communicate information and ideas using an 
appropriate style for the audience and purpose;

structure information and ideas in a way that is 
appropriate to the specified format; 

document sources of information using a recognised 
convention.

(D) Think critically

Students use critical thinking skills to develop and apply 
their understanding of individuals and societies and the 
process of investigation.     

discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation 
and theories; 

synthesise information to make valid arguments; 

analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms 
of origin and purpose, examining value and limitations; 

interpret different perspectives and their 
implications.

YEAR 7

How can our understanding of global issues help us 
tackle the challenges of a sustainable future?

How have volcanic eruptions impacted individuals and 
societies?

How have megacities evolved to the benefit of some 
and the detriment of others?

YEAR 8

How do our fashion choices lead to inequality and 
impact the environment?

Why do people explore and how has exploration and 
innovation shaped our world?

How can we challenge stereotypes about the Middle Ages?

Why are people attracted to extreme environments?  

YEAR 9

To what extent have human activities contributed to 
climate change?

How have historical Empires created the world as we 
know it?

Why do some events have a larger global impact than 
others?

Why do societies experience periods of rapid change?
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Mathematics 
AIMS 
The aims of the mathematics course are to encourage 
and enable students to:

enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity, and begin to 
appreciate its elegance and power; 

communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of 
contexts;

develop logical, critical, and creative thinking; 

apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-
life situations, other areas of knowledge and future 
developments;

develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary 
to pursue further studies in mathematics; 

develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own 
work and the work of others.   

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Knowing and understanding

select appropriate mathematics when solving;
problems in both familiar and unfamiliar situations; 

apply the selected mathematics successfully when 
solving problems; 

solve problems correctly in a variety of contexts.

(B) Investigating patterns

select and apply mathematical problem-solving 
techniques to discover complex patterns; 

describe patterns as general rules consistent with 
findings; 

prove, or verify and justify, general rules. 

(C) Communicating

use appropriate mathematical language (notation, 
symbols, and terminology) in both oral and written 
explanations; 

use appropriate forms of mathematical 
 to present information;

move between different forms of mathematical 
representation; 

communicate complete, coherent, and concise 
mathematical lines of reasoning; 

organise information using a logical structure. 

(D) Applying mathematics in real-life contexts    

identify relevant elements of authentic real-life 
situations;

select appropriate mathematical strategies when 
solving authentic real-life situations; 

apply the selected mathematical strategies
successfully to reach a solution; 

justify the degree of accuracy of a solution; 

justify whether a solution makes sense in the context 
of the authentic real-life situation.

YEAR 7 
How do different systems and forms of representation, 
such as numerical systems, develop and evolve as 
civilisations change and humans interact?

How can understanding and using equivalent forms of 
quantities, such as ratios, fractions, and percentages, 
help us identify and address issues of inequality and 
difference in the context of fairness and development?

How can a logical process be used to model and 
generalise patterns in the natural world, contributing to 
advancements in scientific and technical innovation?

How does an understanding of measurement enhance 
artistry and creativity, contributing to personal and 
cultural expression?

How can using logic to simplify and manipulate 
quantities help us understand and explore the 
complexities of human connections within families, 
communities, and cultures?

How does effectively representing relationships help 
justify characteristics and trends uncovered within 
communities, thereby fostering an understanding of 
identities and relationships?

How does generalising the relationship between 
measurements influence decisions that impact the 
environment in the context of globalisation and 
sustainability?  

YEAR 8 
How does using a logical process to simplify 
quantities and establish equivalence help analyse 
the dynamics of competition and cooperation within 
identities and relationships?

How does a logical system of representation enhance 
the exploration and analysis of games as forms of 
personal and cultural expression?

representation
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How do genera l is ing  re lat ionships  between 
measurements contribute to the development of 
principles, processes, and solutions within the context 
of scientific and technical innovation?

How does representing patterns of change as 
relationships help us determine the impact of human 
decision-making on the environment in the context of 
globalisation and sustainability?

How do genera l is ing  re lat ionships  between 
measurements assist in analysing and generating 
products, processes, and solutions within the realm of 
scientific and technical innovation?

How does modelling the relationship between 
characteristics, quantities and variables highlight 
aspects of what it means to be human, including 
identity and relationships?

How does understanding patterns created by forms in 
space enhance creativity and help express beliefs and 
values in personal and cultural expression?

How does representing relationships with models 
promote and support social entrepreneurship, 
contributing to fairness and development?

How has the ability to represent different forms of 
quantities contributed to human exploration and 
description of our planet?

How does producing equivalent forms through 
simplification contribute to the clarification, solution, 
and creation of puzzles and tricks, fostering scientific 
and technical innovation?

How do generalising relationships between measurements 
contribute to exploring the formation and understanding 
of human and natural landscapes?

How does establishing relationships of equivalence 
between measurements illustrate the interconnectedness 
of human-made systems in the context of globalisation 
and sustainability?

How can different forms of representation help justify 
conclusions regarding access to equal opportunities 
within the context of fairness and development?

YEAR 9

How does representing and simplifying quantities in 
different forms aid in exploring significant discoveries 
and developments within the context of orientation in 
time and space?
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Design
AIMS 
 The Design course is designed to enable students to:

enjoy the design process while developing a design 
thinking mindset; 

develop knowledge, understanding and skills from 
different disciplines to design and create solutions; 

use and apply technology effectively as a means to 
access, process and communicate information; 

model and create solutions, and to solve problems; 

develop an appreciation of the impact of design 
innovations for life, global society and environments;

appreciate past, present and emerging design within 
cultural, political, social, historical and environmental 
contexts. 

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Inquire and analyse
Students are presented with a design situation, from 
which they identify a problem that needs to be solved. 
They analyse the need for a solution and conduct an 
inquiry into the nature of the problem.

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be 
able to:  

explain and justify the need for a solution to a 
problem for a specified client/target audience; 

identify and prioritise the primary and secondary 
research needed to develop a solution to the 
problem; 

analyse a range of existing products that inspire a 
solution to the problem; 

develop a detailed design brief which summarises 
the analysis of relevant research. 

(B) Develop ideas

Students write a detailed specification, which drives the 
development of a solution. They present the solution. In 
order to reach the aims of design, students should be 
able to:   

develop a design specification which clearly states 
the success criteria for the design of a solution;

develop a range of feasible design ideas which can 
be correctly interpreted by others;

present the final chosen design and justify its 
selection;

develop accurate and detailed planning drawings/
diagrams and outline the requirements for the creation 
of the chosen solution.

(C) Creating the solution

Students plan the creation of the chosen solution and 
follow the plan to create a prototype sufficient for testing 
and evaluation. 

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be 
able to:

construct a logical plan, which describes the efficient 
use of time and resources, sufficient for peers to be 
able to follow to create the solution; 

demonstrate excellent technical skills when making the 
solution; 

follow the plan to create the solution, which functions 
as intended; 

fully justify changes made to the chosen design and 
plan when making the solution.

(D) Evaluating 

Students design tests to evaluate the solution, carry out 
those tests and objectively evaluate its success. Students 
identify areas where the solution could be improved and 
explain how their solution will impact on the client or 
target audience.

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be 
able to: 

design detailed and relevant testing methods, which 
generate data, to measure the success of the solution; 

critically evaluate the success of the solution against the 
design specification; 

explain how the solution could be improved;

explain the impact of the solution on the client/target 
audience. 
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YEAR 7

How can the design of promotional materials lead to 
changes in consumer behaviour?

How can maths and computer science be used to 
create art?

How is it best to use evaluation and adaptation to 
make new board games? 

YEAR 8

How can we work with our role models so they can 
show us their perspectives and insights?

How can we collaborate to build complex, well-
engineered systems?

How can we make products that communicate their 
own operation?

YEAR 9

How can we use our ideas of culture and identity to 
make personalised materials?

How can collections of separate parts be combined 
into a functional whole?
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Visual Arts
AIMS 
The Visual Arts course is designed to enable students to:

enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts; 

explore the arts across time, cultures and contexts; 

understand the relationship between art and its 
contexts; 

develop the skills necessary to create and to perform 
art; 

express ideas creatively; 

reflect on their own development as young artists.  

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Investigating

styles, traditions, movements, artists' practices and 
specific artworks in their contexts;

methods of recording and communicating ideas 
about art in the arts process journal;

how subject-specific terminology aids communication 
in, and of, investigations, processes and ideas;

the processes, techniques and forms of art-making;
the language of visual communication.

  (B) Developing 

experiment with a variety of art-making forms, 
strategies and practices to explore ideas;

p r a c t i c a l l y  e x p l o r e  i d e a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b y 
experimenting with a range of materials, techniques, 
styles and visual arts elements to develop their ideas.

(C) Creating/Performing 

apply specific skills to the creation of artwork(s);

use a variety of methods, techniques and practices to 
create art.

(D) Evaluating 

consider the impact of the creation on the audience;

reflect on their acquisition and development of visual 
arts techniques. 

YEAR 7  
In what ways have artists communicated their 
identity or meanings in the genre of still life?

How has the migration of people created exchange 
and change of styles and aesthetics in art? 

YEAR 8   
In what ways have artists used their personal 
expression to develop new techniques and styles?

How do artists become innovators when they adapt 
styles and techniques?

YEAR 9   
In what ways do artists communicate and raise 
awareness of social issues in their artworks?

How can portraiture express equality and fairness?

In what ways can animation communicate ideas and 
engage audiences?
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Theatre
AIMS 
The Theatre course is designed to enable students to:

develops their understanding of theatre as an art 
form; 

encourages the exploration of theatre and theatre 
practices from different times and cultures;

understand the relationship between theatre and its 
contexts; 

develop the skills necessary to create, rehearse and 
perform pieces of theatre; 

express ideas creatively; 

reflect on and critique their own work and 
development as young artists.  

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Investigating

investigate a theatre company or practitioner; 

describe using subject-specific terminology to 
communicate theatrical choices, and how they work 
together to impact an audience. 

(B )Developing 

experiment with different theatre processes, styles 
and methods as well as design and production skills 
(e.g. use of space, costume, lighting, set, and sound) 
to practically explore ideas such as movement, 
gesture, voice, expression, vocal delivery; 

present a clear artistic intention for the final 
performance.  

(C) Creating/Performing 

rehearse and perform their own or an existing piece 
of theatre, to apply their theatre skills as creators, 
directors, designers, performers using the production 
elements of costume, light, set, sound, use of space.

(D) Evaluating  

appraise their own artwork or performance; 

reflect on their development as an artist. 

YEAR 7    
How can theatre help me explore and express my 
identity?

In what ways does theatre tell stories of others in 
ways that are relevant to me?  

YEAR 8

How can the performing arts be used to explore and 
express cultural identity? 

In what ways are modern styles of performance 
influenced by dramatic traditions from the past, and 
what is the benefit of knowing this?

YEAR 9

Why is symbolism so often used in dramatic texts 
dealing with realistic themes and ideas? 

How has technology enhanced the creative possibilities 
of theatre design?

How does what we want to communicate inform the 
method of communication we use?
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YEAR 7

How can we use artistry and expression to effectively 
communicate to our audience in a musical performance?

In what ways can we share our creativity and expression 
in music?

YEAR 8

How does establishing roles and making good 
connections lead to good collaboration in a band? 

What kind of connections do you need to make between 
different sections of music to create a strong structure? 

YEAR 9

Why do boundaries enhance artistic expression and 
creativity?

How can we identify the expressive  interconnections 
between different cultures in music which has fused 
two cultures?

How can combination of artistry and creativity define 
the narrative in a film?

Music
AIMS 
 The Music course is designed to enable students to:

develop students’ understanding of music as an art 
form; 

give students an opportunity to develop as artists; 

encourage the exploration of music and music 
practices from different times and cultures; 

develop students’ creative and musical skills, 
enabling them to create, rehearse and perform 
music; 

develop students’ ability to reflect on, evaluate and 
critique music and their development as young 
artists.   

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Investigating

investigate a music genre related to the statement of 
inquiry;

critique music  from a chosen genre.

(B) Developing 

practically explore ideas to inform development of 
a final composition or performance; 

present a clear artistic intention for the final 
composition or performance in line with the 
statement of inquiry.

(C) Creating/Performing 

compose or perform a piece of music.

(D) Evaluating  

appraise their own composition or performance;  

reflect on their development as a musician. 
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evaluate the validity of the method; 

explain improvements or extensions to the method.

(D) Reflecting on the impacts of science 

explain the ways in which science is applied and used 
to address a specific problem or issue;  

discuss and evaluate the various implications of the 
use of science and its application in solving a specific 
problem or issue;  

apply scientific language effectively; 

document the work of others and sources of 
information used.  

YEAR 7  
How do Scientists design investigations and communicate 
their results?

How are human needs for energy impacting the 
environment?

How can we harness forces to develop new inventions?

How are the properties of matter and living organisms 
changed by the atoms they are made from?

How have the interactions between chemical solutions 
transformed society for both the better and the worse?

How does our understanding of cell systems contribute 
to innovations in medicine and new technologies?

How does energy flow through plants in the environment 
contribute to our sustainability?

YEAR 8

How have advancements in chemical reactions influenced 
the progress and transformation of human societies?

How has our knowledge of body systems contributed 
to advancements in healthcare and enhance societal 
well-being?

How do different types of systems and their functions 
contribute to scientific discoveries and innovations?

How do models enhance our understanding of the 
interactions between energy and its environment in 
the natural world?

How do innovative devices manipulate matter and 
energy to meet the evolving needs and desires of 
society?

How does geology help us understand historical 
transformations and predict future developments?

Sciences
AIMS 
The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and enable 
students to: 

understand and appreciate science and its
implications;  

consider science as a human endeavour with
benefits and limitations;  

cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that 
pose questions, solve problems, construct explanations 
and judge arguments; 

develop skills to design and perform investigations, 
evaluate evidence and reach conclusions; 

develop sensitivity towards the living and non-living 
environments.   

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
In order to reach the aims of sciences, students will work 
towards our criteria:

(A) Knowledge and understanding

explain scientific knowledge;  

apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve 
problems set in familiar and unfamiliar situations;  

analyse and evaluate information to make scientifically 
supported judgments. 

(B) Inquiring and designing 

explain a problem or question to be tested by a 
scientific investigation;  

formulate a testable hypothesis and explain it using 
scientific reasoning;  

explain how to manipulate the variables, and explain 
how data will be collected; 

design scientific investigations.

(C) Processing and evaluating 

present collected and transformed data;

interpret data and explain results using scientific 
reasoning;

evaluate the validity of a hypothesis based on the 
outcome of the scientific investigation; 



 | Curriculum Overview 2024-202519

YEAR 9

How did the development of the Periodic Table 
revolutionize our understanding of how elements 
interact?

How has the interaction between electr ic ity 
and magnetism driven the development of new 
inventions?

How have organisms adapted to survive in different 
ecosystems and a changing natural environment?

How do human activities alter natural processes, and 
what are the consequences of these changes?

How does altering the genetic makeup of an 
organism affect its ability to survive?

How has our understanding of the universe evolved 
through a collection of evidence?
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Physical and Health 
Education 
AIMS 
Our Physical and Health Education programme aims to 
empower students to understand and appreciate the value 
of being physically active and develop motivation for making 
healthy life choices. The course fosters the development 
of knowledge, skills and attitudes that will contribute to 
balanced and healthy lifestyles. 

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
The main objectives are: 

(A) Knowing and understanding

explain physical and health education factual, procedural 
and conceptual knowledge;

apply physical and health education knowledge to 
analyse issues and solve problems set in familiar and 
unfamiliar situations;

apply physical and health terminology effectively to 
communicate understanding.

(B) Planning for performance 

develop goals to enhance performance;

design, explain and justify a plan to improve physical 
performance and health.

(C) Applying and performing 

demonstrate and apply a range of skills and techniques 
effectively;

demonstrate and apply a range of strategies and 
movement concepts effectively;

analyse and apply information to perform effectively.

(D) Reflecting and improving performance 

explain and demonstrate strategies to enhance interpersonal 
skills;

analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a plan based 
on the outcome;

analyse and evaluate performance.

YEAR 7  
How can we communicate ideas and feelings through dance?

In what ways can we adapt to challenges in net games?

What movement patterns are there in basketball?

How can physical and social skills improve performance 
in invasion games?

How can I move efficiently in the water?

What are the energy systems in the human body and 
when do we use each?

YEAR 8  
How can we communicate in gymnastics?

What are the parts of muscular and skeletal systems 
and how do they work together in movement?

How can we communicate and work together 
effectively in a team?

How can we refine and develop our interactions for 
greater success?

How can we be safe in different situations in the 
water, and how can we identify dangers?

What are the components of fitness and how do they 
apply to different sports?

YEAR 9  
How can trust and perspective facilitate cooperation?

What is the terminology of movement and how can 
we use it to describe movement in net games?

How can we use planning to improve interactions?

How can we communicate effectively in leadership 
roles, and what it the effect of this on performance?

How does preparation change in different sporting 
situations?
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Chinese Language
and Culture  
1. Chinese Language and Literature  
AIMS 
The Chinese Language and Literature course is designed 
to enable students to:

develop a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of 
language and literature; 

develop skills in interpretation analysis, evaluation 
and interpretation; 

develop an understanding of the relationships 
between studies in language and literature and other 
disciplines.

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
In order to achieve the aims of studying Language and 
Literature, students should be able to: 

(A) Know,understand and interpret 

a range of texts and works and their meanings; 

features of particular text types and literary forms; 

contexts in which texts are written and/or received.

(B) Analyse and evaluate 

ways in which the use of language creates meaning; 

relationships among different texts; 

uses and effects of literary, stylistic and rhetorical 
features. 

(C) Communicate 

ideas appropriately and logically ; 

in a range of styles, registers and for various 
purposes and audiences; 

fluently and accurately in speech and in writing. 

YEAR 7   
How can we learn about someone’s personal history 
from literary works?

How can classic Chinese and Western fables teach us 
about responsibility and justice? 

What impact have advertisements had on human 
life, and how can we assess the credibility of an 
advertisement?

How can a novel portray human identities, beliefs, 
values, ethical judgments, relationships, and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and communities?
 

 YEAR 8 
How can Confucian educational ideas be interpreted 
and applied by individuals from diverse cultural 
backgrounds?

How could a Chinese letter effectively convey 
messages and ideas?

How do travelogs foster the spread of knowledge 
and facilitate communication?

How does poetry reveal the connections between 
humanity, society, and nature?

How do the power and oppression depicted in 
literature?

YEAR 9 
How is imagery used in poetry to express personal 
insight into the real world and enhance the poem's 
beauty?

What is the relationship between food and cultural 
conventions? 

How do cultural and societal factors significantly influence 
the expression and experience of parental love?

How do authors incorporate historical events and 
archaeological findings into their works? 

2. Chinese Language    
AIMS 
The Chinese Language course is designed to enable 
students to:

develop students’ intercultural understanding; 

enable students to use the target language in a range 
of contexts and for a variety of purposes; 

develop students’ awareness of the role of language 
in relation to other areas of knowledge.

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
 (A) Listening

Proficient level 

。identify explicit and implicit information (facts and/
or opinions, supporting details) in a wide variety of 
complex authentic texts;

。analyse conventions in a wide variety of complex 
authentic texts;
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How can we expand personal perspectives by 
understanding  people’s diverse values in all walks of 
life? 

How can we produce speeches and essays that convey 
personal opinions effectively and purposefully?

What can we learn from a role model in our community?

YEAR 9

How can identities and relationships affect our 
consciousness, wellbeing and lifestyle choices?

How do we discover and express ideas and feelings 
and how do they reflect our nature, values and 
beliefs?

How is everything connected and how can we act to 
make the world more sustainable? 

What can we learn from people’s personal histories, 
discoveries and life explorations?

What are the commonality, diversity and the 
interconnections within the global community?.

3. Chinese Language Acquisition
AIMS 
The Chinese Language Acquisition course is designed
to enable students to: 

develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse 
linguistic and cultural heritages;

offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the 
communities where the language is spoken;

encourage an awareness and understanding of the 
perspectives of people from own and other cultures, 
leading to involvement and action in own and other 
communities.

MAIN OBJECTIVES 
(A) Listening

Emergent level 
。identify explicit and implicit information (facts, 

opinions, messages and supporting details);

。analyse conventions;

。analyse connections.

(B) Reading
Emergent level 
。identify explicit and implicit information (facts, 

opinions, messages and supporting details);

。analyse connections in a wide variety of complex
authentic texts.

(B) Reading

Proficient level 

。identify explicit and implicit information (facts and/
or opinions, supporting details) in a wide variety of 
complex authentic texts;

。analyse conventions in a wide variety of complex
authentic texts;

。analyse connections in a wide variety of complex
authentic texts.

(C) Speaking

Proficient level 

。use a wide range of vocabulary;

。use a wide range of grammatical structures
generally accurately;

。use clear pronunciation and intonation in 
a comprehensible manner;

。communicate all or almost all the required 
information clearly and effectively.

(D) Writing

Proficient level 
。use a wide range of vocabulary;

。use a wide range of grammatical structures
generally accurately;

。organise information effectively and coherently in 
an appropriate format using a wide range of 
complex cohesive devices.

 YEAR 7

How can a story successfully highlight a role model 
and their influence in the community?

How can literary conventions shape personal and 
cultural expressions?

How do we understand the virtual environment we 
live in and the impact of scientific and technological 
advances on human activities?

How do the environment and cultural heritage influence 
community relationships and interconnectedness 
locally and globally?

YEAR 8

How can we effectively highlight the key features of 
travel destinations?
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YEAR 8

Are there any connections between cultural 
customs and weather?

How do people from different cultures adapt 
their hobbies to weather conditions and cultural 
customs?

To what extent will school subjects have an impact 
on students’ extracurricular activity choices?

To what extent will the food and dining habits 
represent our culture, and how have these been 
built into our identity?

YEAR 9

How can food and dining etiquette reflect the 
cultural values of a community? 

How are neighbourhoods central to communities 
and languages? 

Is there a way to adapt communication conventions 
to reflect diverse cultural perspectives in the 
shopping environment?

How do we use language to explore and explain 
our cultural identity?

。analyse conventions;

。analyse connections.

(C) Speaking
Emergent level 
。use a wide range of vocabulary;

。use a wide range of grammatical structures 
generally accurately;

。use clear pronunciation and intonation in 
comprehensible manner;

。communicate all the required information clearly 
and effectively.

(D) Writing
Emergent level 
。use a wide range of vocabulary;

。use a wide range of grammatical structures 
generally accurately;

。organise information effectively and coherently in 
an appropriate format using a wide range of simple 
and some complex cohesive devices;

。communicate all the required information with 
a clear sense of audience and purpose to suit the 
context.

 YEAR 7

What impact does cultural context have on family 
structures? 

How does the cultural context of a school influence 
students the learning environment?

To what extent does learning in an authentic 
context help and improve language learning?
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