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High school musical ‘Annie’ set for March 2-5

Featuring classic songs like “Tomorrow”,
“It’s the Hard Knock Life”, and “You’re
Never Fully Dressed Without a Smile”,
Lower Dauphin High School’s spring
musical “Annie” is sure to delight audiences
of all ages.

The curtain will rise at 7 p.m. on March 2-4
and at 3 p.m. on March 5. On Friday, March
3, the Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation
will host a dinner theatre fundraiser.

The cast features Abigail Foran as Annie,
Aden Weigle as Daddy Warbucks, Audrey
Meyers as Grace Farrell, Amber Abela as
Miss Hannigan, Nathan Wolfe as Bundles
McCloskey, T.J. Fausnight as Rooster and
Kaitlyn Hoffman as Lily St. Regis.

Other seniors include Livy Carter as Pepper;
Kayley Schell as Dufty; Ashlyn O’Sick as
Tessie; Gabbi Pagano as Woman 2; Natalie

The cast of ‘Annie’ perform at a spaghetti dinner fundraiser in the high school.

Allman-Sheibley as Woman 6; and Antonio
Mardegain, pit orchestra string bass. The
show will also feature students from the
middle school, South Hanover Elementary

School and Londonderry Elementary School.

To reserve your tickets, please contact the
ticket line at 717-566-5393.

Campus rules posted at all Lower Dauphin schools

At the start of the 2022-23 school year, the
school board approved the administration’s
recommendation to close school campuses
during the school day.

“We’ve had situations on campus where
joggers were using the track during physical
education classes or private individuals
wanted to use the tennis courts during

team practices,” said Superintendent Rob
Schultz. “Those are educational spaces —
just like if someone would want to come
into the building and use a classroom or the

gymnasium.”

Under the new campus rules, only visitors
with official business will be permitted on
school property during the school day and
will be required to check in at the main
entrance for a visitor’s pass. Other persons
on campus with no legitimate purpose will
be asked to leave and those refusing to do so
may be charged with defiant trespass.

At each campus, signs will clearly indicate
that smoking, vaping and use of tobacco is
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prohibited. There will be no skateboarding or
scooters on campus. Pets will be prohibited
with the exception of service animals.

The signs will also explain that parking

is permitted in marked spaces only and
violators may be towed.

“There’s nothing in these campus rules that
should come as a surprise,” Dr. Schultz

said. “By getting approval from the board

to post signs at all campus entrances, we
simply want to delineate our expectations of
behavior for visitors and guests on school
property.”

LD welcomes new staff
pages 11-13
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Waters named
National Merit
Finalist

Lower Dauphin High School senior
Tobias Waters was recently named
a finalist in the National Merit
Scholarship Program, bringing him
one step closer to consideration for
7,250 National Merit Scholarships
worth nearly $28 million.

Toby is the son of Pam and David
Waters. He is a four-year member of
the boys’ volleyball team and a three-
year member of the French National
Honor Society, the Quiz Bowl team
and Student Council. He is a two-
year member of the Science National
Honor Society, Math Honor Society,
History Honor Society and Computer
Science Honor Society, where he
serves as treasurer. Toby is a member
of the Chess Club and Mini-THON.
He also plays club volleyball and
participates in academic events

including Rubik’s Cube competitions.

In September he was named
semifinalist and approximately half
of the finalists will win a National
Merit Scholarship, earning the
Merit Scholar title. Also earning
recognition were Lower Dauphin
seniors Shannon Angerer, Audrey
Meyers, Abigail Nissley and
Abrianna Nissley, who joined 34,000
students nationwide as Commended
Students.

LDEFF provides opportunities for students

Close to 190 educational support grants have been funded by
the Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation since its inception in
2006. These grants enhance educational opportunities in district
classrooms allowing for students’ horizons to be expanded.

Upcoming Events

Musical Dinner Theatre

March 3 (high school)

Golf Outing
May 5 (Manada Golf Club).

Among the projects funded by the Foundation in the past two
years are robotics kits in multiple buildings, a climbing wall at
Londonderry Elementary School, and activity kits to reinforce science, technology, engineering,
art and math concepts in third grade at East Hanover Elementary School.

The grant funding totals more than $118,000 since 2006 and is supported through community
donations and special events. For example, the recent Falcon Fling, held January 28, raised more
than $20,000 thanks to our sponsors and attendees, including event sponsor Capital Blue Cross.

With the support of LDFF grant funds and the use of Educational Improvement Tax Credits, the
district was able to support a summer camp at the middle school the past two years, allowing
150 students each year to participate in one-week camps ranging from roller coaster building to
digital photography.

For more information regarding grants allocated this past year or to view their annual report,
please visit their website at ldfalconfoundation.org.

Sixth-graders complete DARE program

“If you have the choice to do something nice for somebody, go ahead and do it,” was the
advice former Hummelstown Police Chief Bill Ryan had for the 304 students attending DARE
graduation in November.

Ryan was the guest speaker at the event which celebrated the students’ finishing the Drug
Awareness Resistance Education curriculum. When he was an officer with the Hummelstown
Police Department, he brought the DARE program to Lower Dauphin Middle School in the
1996-97 school year and taught DARE classes for nearly 15 years.

The DARE classes at the middle school are now taught by School Resource Officer Josh Martin
in cooperation with health teachers. And while the curriculum has changed over the years, the
message of staying free from alcohol and substance abuse and making good decisions remains.

Sixth-grader Helena Yoder talked about using the DARE decision-making strategies to make
good choices. She explained that DARE taught her to Define the problem, Assess what to do,

Respond with a good decision, and then Evaluate how that decision worked.

Bennett Sullivan echoed her remarks saying, “I plan to use what I learned in DARE to think
before I act so I will not be in a bad or dangerous circumstance.”

Martin agreed that the curriculum allows students to slow down and evaluate situations they may
face and give them a great tool to help them make good choices.

“Taking time to stop and think — that can make all the difference sometimes,” he said.
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Lower Dauphin’s schools were packed with eager audiences during this year s winter concert season. The high school
choirs, orchestras and concert band performed with their sixth-grade peers. Each elementary school had performances by
fifth-graders and second-graders. The middle school's seventh- and eighth-grade ensembles closed the concert season in
January.
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Pagano, English are queen and king of homecoming

Seniors Andi Pagano and Mason English were crowned Homecoming Queen and Homecoming King at halftime of the Falcons’ football
game against Hershey High School this fall.

Andi, the daughter of Vince and JoAnn Pagano, is president of Best Buddies and a committee captain with Mini-THON. She is a member of
National Honor Society and Volunteen and volunteers as a buddy for TOPS Soccer. In the community, she is a member of the Hershey Figure
Skating Club and coaches Learn to Skate. She plans to attend a four-year university and study health sciences.

Mason, the son of Christine and Matthew English, is a member of the cross country team and Spanish National Honor Society. He also serves
as secretary of the History Honor Society. He plans to attend a four-year university and major in marketing.

Other members of the Homecoming Court were Paige Adelman, Riana Agili-Shaban, Lily Ditty, Katelyn Economopoulos, Rylan Helmer,
Nicole McCloskey, Madelyn Weaver, Digby Althoff, Andrew Bell, Scott Felter, Devin Harris, Jeffrey LaRuffa, and Aden Weigle.

In addition to the crowning of the King and Queen, the football game featured the return of the Alumni Cheerleaders, a group of former
cheerleaders who performed cheers and routines from bygone days. And while the scoreboard result wasn’t what the Falcon faithful were
hoping for, Falcon Pride didn’t dim.



2022 PIAA L\é/wer Dauphin
Fleld Hockey Champmns

&@‘f ? %g

5 rﬁmu 1. N
\‘ﬁmﬁt' 'If_h H AR F.l ﬂ ﬂl“ _.

;EH
L 4 oy W S8 N
5‘4,-.“#%, 4l q'i'i & |

A

%"r -' 2

-u

Lower Dauphin High School’s field hockey team ended a magical season with a 3-2 overtime win to capture the seventh
PIAA title in program history. On its march to the finals at Cumberland Valley High School, the Falcons won the
program s 15th District 111 title and won six of their eight state playoff games in overtime.
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Twenty-one student athletes announce college choices

Twenty-one Lower Dauphin High School seniors announced their
college decisions at a pair of signing ceremonies in November and
February in the school cafeteria. They include:

Baseball
Tyce Fischl — Tyce is the son of Ed and Darby Fischl. He will
continue his education and playing career at the University of
Lynchburg where he will major in health and physical education.

Basketball
Lauren Wahlers — Lauren is the daughter of Peter Wahlers and
Melissa Brutko. She will attend Gettysburg College.

Cross Country
Mason English — Mason is the son of Christine and Matthew
English. He will attend Kutztown University to continue his
athletics and major in marketing.
Cory Miduri — Cory is the son of Michelle and Kevin Miduri.
He will attend East Stroudsburg University where he will major
in secondary education - mathematics and continue his athletics
career.

Field Hockey
Payton Killian — Payton is the daughter of Brent and Shannon
Killian. She will continue her education and playing career at
Millersville University and major in computer science.
Bridget Lawn — Bridget is the daughter of John and Jonette Lawn.
She will continue her education and field hockey career at the
College of William and Mary where she will major in business —
marketing.
Hannah McConnell — Hannah is the daughter of Jennifer and
Timothy McConnell. She will major in business administration at
Kutztown University and continue her playing career.
Emmy McCulley — Emmy is the daughter of Stephanie and A.J.
McCulley. She will continue her education and field hockey career
at Penn State University and major in a science-related field.
Vivian Merry — Vivian is the daughter of Colleen and Mike
Merry. She will continue her education and field hockey career at
Stevenson University and major in nursing.
Brynn Shaffer — Brynn is the daughter of Maria and Derek Shaffer.
She will attend Michigan State University to continue her field
hockey career and major in dietetics or education.
Morgan Sparks — Morgan is the daughter of Brad and Amy
Sparks. She will continue her education and field hockey career at
Frostburg State University where she will major in education.
Maddy Weaver — Maddy is the daughter of Gwen and Tim
Weaver. She will continue her education and playing career at the
University of Vermont and major in biology.

Football
Charlie Fortney — Charlie is the son of Amy and Charles Fortney.
He will be attending Shippensburg University where he will
continue his playing career and major in business.
Aaron Moyer — Aaron is the son of Susan Williams. He will attend
Lebanon Valley College to major in business and continue his
playing career.

Golf
Chase Smith — Chase is the son of Kim Hammaker-Smith and Tom

Twenty-one Lower Dauphin student athletes announced
their college choices surrounded by family, coaches and
friends in ceremonies in November and February.

Smith. He will attend Clarion University.

Lacrosse
Olivia Ball — Olivia is the daughter of Michelle and Tom Ball. She
will continue her academic and athletic career at Albright College
and major in sports medicine.

Soccer
Katelyn Economopoulos — Katelyn is the daughter of Steve and
Karen Economopoulos. She plans to continue her academic and
athletic career at Kutztown University and major in business.
Kristen Economopoulos — Kristen is the daughter of Steve and
Karen Economopoulos. She will continue her education and
playing career at Wagner College and major in nursing.
Ivan Fombu — Ivan is the son of Catherine and Albert Fombu. He
will attend Penn State University’s Capital Campus and major in
accounting and continue his athletic career.

Softball
Loren Tucker — Loren is the daughter of Eric and Sandra Tucker.
She will continue her academic and athletic career at Chesapeake
College.

Track & Field
Alex Garcia — Alex is the son of Lisa and Juan Garcia. He will
attend the University of Vermont to major in political science and
continue his athletics career.



Hess is middle school’s top speller

Seventh-grader Owen Hess outlasted new school record according to Mrs. Pat
20 other Lower Dauphin Middle School Goodstein, one of the event coordinators.
students in an epic spelling bee that lasted Eighth-grader Alexis Stump then needed
15 rounds and exhausted the word list five additional rounds to top classmate
students were given to study. Jonah Lewis for second place.
Once the 125-word study list was Owen was awarded the top-prize ribbon
finished, the spelling bee participants went and his name will be memorialized on the
on to a list of 4,000 other words which school spelling bee plaque.
ranged in difficulty from first- to eighth-
grade levels. Owen correctly spelled All three will study from the large list
“significance” and then “southern” to be of words from the school bee before
declared school champion. participating in the WITF Written Spelling
Bee which is a written test and vocabulary
The bee went three rounds before the first test. The top 36 spellers will qualify for

speller was eliminated, which may be a the in-person WITF Grand Championship

Owen Hess, left, and Alexis Stump
and Jonah Lewis were the top three.

Spelling Bee on March 18, an oral
spell-down which is broadcast on WITF
TV. The winner from the WITF Grand
Championship Spelling Bee qualifies to
compete in the Scripps National Spelling
Bee.
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LD hosts first local Special Olympics qualifier

More than 60 athletes from across Lower Dauphin met at the high school track on October 26 to participate in the district’s first
locally-hosted Special Olympics qualifier.

Waiting for the athletes at the high school were more than 100 Buddies to help the athletes attend their events and ensure that
they had fun in the Olympic village.

Senior Paige Adelman said she wanted to be a Buddy because “being able to put a smile on kids’ faces always makes me smile.
I want to make this opportunity as fun as possible for them. This is a day they should remember and I’d love to help make it
memorable for them.”

Ninth-grader Makenna Haldeman agreed, “Helping people makes me happy and I want to make sure that everyone who
participates in the Special Olympics has fun during the event.”

In the Olympic village, athletes and their buddies danced with “Zumba” Jeff Still, played games and got to pet numerous service
dogs.

But the day was also about competition and the athletes were setting times for the annual Area M Games at Messiah University
this spring.

Students competed in various runs, dashes, walks and obstacle courses. As they ran, Buddies and athletes who weren’t
competing lined the track and shouted encouragement. At the finish line, the athletes’ Buddies were waiting for high-fives and
congratulatory hugs.

“I grew up going to Special Olympics to watch my brother compete,” said senior Kelly Bastian. “I was able to see firsthand how
much of an impact the high school volunteers had on the kids. It made my brother’s day so much better so I was happy to give
back that same kind of joy to a life skills student.”

Not everyone could experience the joy of victory, obviously, but they all tried their best and trying for one’s personal best is
embedded in the mission of the Special Olympics. As the games got underway, all the athletes recited the Special Olympics Oath
led by athlete Ruslan Burden, “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.”
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BY MATT COX

Lower Dauphin High School's fall play, “Puffs,” delighted audiences November 3-5. The cast included seniors T.J.
Fausnight as Wayne, Aden Weigle as Oliver, Livy Carter as the narrator, Lily Ditty as Harry (and others), Ashlyn O’Sick
as Hannah (and others), and Audrey Meyers as Xavia (and Prof. McG, and Headmaster #1).
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Weidman joins Fausnight as student school board members

On October 17, the Lower Dauphin
Board of School Directors appointed
high school junior Marina Weidman to
serve as associate student school board
representative.

Marina, the daughter of Pamela and
Lonnie Weidman, is active in school

and the community. She is a three-year
member of the swim team and choral
program, singing in the Chamber Singers
this year. She is a member of the Math
Honor Society, History Honor Society,
Spanish National Honor Society and the
Science National Honor Society. She has
also participated in the spring musical,
the fall play, orchestra, Mini-THON

and Diversity Club. She is a two-year
member of the track & field team. In

the community, Marina is active in her
church, takes private music lessons and
swims on a club team. She plans to attend
college after graduation and major in
secondary education - social studies.

She will serve beside high school senior
Timothy (T.J.) Fausnight, who returns
for a second year as student school board
representative.

T.J. is the son of Joseph and Tracy
Fausnight. He is a member of the
Chamber Singers and participates in the
fall play and spring musical. T.J. also
acted in Dramapalooza. He is a member
of National Honor Society and the
German Honor Society. In the community,
T.J. is active in Boy Scouts, community

theater, and his church. His future plans
include pursuing a BFA in musical theater
at a four-year university.

Lower Dauphin’s band program was on display on October 7. The combined fifth-grade band performed “Synergy
March” by William Owens, and the middle school and high school bands joined together to perform “High Hopes”.
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District welcomes new staffers to Lower Dauphin

Heather Bellows

Learning Support
Conewago
Elementary

Mrs. Bellows comes to Lower Dauphin
after 18 years at the Warwick School
District where she served as a learning
support teacher, intervention specialist,
learning facilitator and assistant
coordinator of student services. She
holds a bachelor’s degree from Lebanon
Valley College and a master’s degree

in special education from Millersville
University.

Amanda Brenneman

Health & PE
Conewago/Nye

Mrs. Brenneman earned her bachelor’s
degree from Lock Haven University and
her master’s in education from Wilkes
University. Prior to coming to Lower
Dauphin, she taught in the West Shore
School District, Cumberland Valley
School District and Palmyra Area School
District.

Jessica DeHart

Emotional Support
Price School

Mrs. DeHart is a Lower Dauphin
graduate and earned her bachelor’s
degree at Bloomsburg University.

She returned to school and earned her
teaching certificate from Wilson College.
Prior to getting her teaching degree, she
was a computer aide at Nye Elementary
School and taught last year at East
Hanover Elementary School as a long-
term substitute.

Alicia Blizzard

Math
Middle School

Miss Blizzard graduated from Lycoming
College in May with a mathematics
degree and a secondary education
certification. Prior to coming to Lower
Dauphin, she served as a substitute in the
Cornwall-Lebanon School District and the
Montoursville Area School District.

Leslie Bryan

Social Studies
Middle School

Mrs. Bryan earned her bachelor’s degree
at the University of North Carolina

and earned a master’s in curriculum

and instruction at North Carolina State
University. Prior to coming to Lower
Dauphin, she taught at two middle schools
in North Carolina and most recently at the
Duke School in Durham, N.C.

Ashley Duignan

Learning Support
Nye Elementary

Mrs. Duignan holds a master’s degree

in elementary education from Western
Governors University and a bachelor’s
degree from Lebanon Valley College.
Previously, she was a paraprofessional at
Londonderry Elementary School and also
worked as a day-to-day substitute.

Ava Bottiglia

Biology
High School

Miss Bottiglia is a graduate of Lower
Dauphin High School and earned

her bachelor’s degree in biology and
a master’s degree from Kutztown
University. Prior to coming to Lower
Dauphin, she served as a day-to-day
substitute.

Amy Busher

Math
High School

Mrs. Busher earned her bachelor’s
degree in mathematics from
Elizabethtown College and her master’s
in education from Wilkes University.
Prior to coming to Lower Dauphin, she
taught math at Central Dauphin East
High School.

Chuck Hansell

Math
High School

Mr. Hansell comes to Lower Dauphin
from Central Dauphin East High

School where he was a math teacher.

He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Lebanon Valley College and his master’s
degree in adult learning from Walden
University.

11
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Allison Holley

Autistic Support
Londonderry
Elementary

Mrs. Holley is a graduate of Lower
Dauphin High School holds a bachelor’s
degree from Shippensburg University.
Prior to taking her teaching position,

she was a computer aide at Londonderry
Elementary School.

Janet Kline

Grade 3
Conewago
Elementary

-

Mrs. Kline has served as a day-to-day
substitute and long-term substitute at
Lower Dauphin for a number of years
and also taught at Middletown Area
School District, Milton Hershey School
and Middletown Christian School.

She earned her bachelor’s degree from
Lebanon Valley College and has taken
graduate classes at Penn State.

Marcus Maggs

English
High School

Mr. Maggs earned his bachelor’s degree
in secondary education - English from
Lock Haven University. Prior to coming
to Lower Dauphin, he taught in the Polk
County School District and Harrisburg
Area School District.

Ashley
Jacobson-Beaver

Behavior Specialist
District-wide

Mrs. Jacobson-Beaver earned her master’s
degree from Saint Joseph’s University
and a bachelor’s degree from Seton Hall
University. Prior to coming to Lower
Dauphin, she was employed by The Vista
School and Keystone Human Services.

Morgan Krnjaic

Learning Support
Nye Elementary

Miss Krnjaic is a graduate of Millersville
University with degrees in early childhood
and special education. Prior to coming

to Lower Dauphin, she was a day-to-day
substitute in several school districts and

a student teacher at Elizabethtown Area
School District and Hempfield School
District.

Elena Massaro

Math
High School

Miss Massaro is a recent graduate of
York College with a degree in secondary
education - mathematics. Prior to coming
to Lower Dauphin, she was a student
teacher at Camp Hill Senior High School.

Brandy Kanode

English Language
High School

Mrs. Kanode earned her bachelor’s
degree from Millersville University and
her master’s of education, teaching and
curriculum from Penn State. She was
previously employed by the West Shore
School District as an English as a Second
Language program specialist.

Kyle Lorditch

Biology
High School

Mr. Lorditch earned his master’s and
bachelor’s degrees in biology from
Shippensburg University. Prior to coming
to Lower Dauphin, he was a teacher

in the Susquehanna Township School
District and at the Scotland School for
Veterans’ Children.

Samantha Miller

Grade 3
Nye Elementary

Miss Miller is a long-term substitute at
Nye Elementary School in third grade.
She is a Lower Dauphin graduate and
earned her early childhood education
degree from Grand Canyon University.
She was a student teacher at Nye
Elementary and also served as a long-
term substitute last year as a reading
specialist.
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Kimberly Moran

Speech & Language
East Hanover
Elementary

Mrs. Moran earned her bachelor’s
degree from Kutztown University and
her master’s in communication disorders
from West Chester University. Prior to
coming to Lower Dauphin, she worked
at the Capital Area Intermediate Unit,
Therabilities and Presence Learning.

Jenna Spinogatti

Reading Specialist
East Hanover/Nye

Mrs. Spinogatti earned her bachelor’s
degrees in elementary and special
education from Messiah College

and her master’s in reading from
Bloomsburg University. Prior to
coming to Lower Dauphin, she taught
at Chester Community Charter School
and at the School District of Lancaster
as an emotional support teacher and
instructional coach.

Kimberly Reeder Morgan Smith
Science LTS English
Middle School High School

| i

Mrs. Smith returns to the high school
where she was an English teacher for
two years. In the interim, she was an
English teacher at Dallastown Area High
School. She holds a bachelor’s degree in
English education from Elizabethtown
College.

Mrs. Reeder will serve as a long-term
substitute at the middle school in science.
She is a Lower Dauphin graduate

who earned a bachelor’s degree at
Susquehanna University and a master’s
in education at Wilkes University. Prior
to coming to Lower Dauphin, she was a
substitute for LD and also taught three
years in private schools.

Shannon Ziegler

Technology Coach
District-wide

Mrs. Ziegler comes to Lower Dauphin
after working at the West Shore School
District for 15 years. She earned her
bachelor’s degree from Bloomsburg
University and her master’s in
instructional technology from Wilkes
University. She has also taken coursework
at Penn State University, Western
Kentucky University and the University
of Maine.

New administrators hired for middle school and athletics

Lower Dauphin added two new members
to its administrative team this year with
the hiring of Katie Barwin and Kaylor
Kulina.

Mrs. Barwin is a Lower Dauphin graduate
who earned her bachelor’s degree from
Millersville University in 2013. She
earned her master’s in educational
development and strategies from Wilkes
University and received her principal’s
certification from Shippensburg
University in 2020. Prior to coming to
Lower Dauphin, she was a full-time
learning support teacher and an emotional
support teacher in the Central Dauphin
School District, and she was assistant
principal at Central Dauphin Middle
School from 2020-2022. She says she

hopes to “make an impact
on the students that lasts
beyond the time they are in
middle school and support
them on their road to
success.”

Mr. Kulina is also a Lower
Dauphin graduate. He
earned his bachelor’s
degree from Millersville
University and his

masters of education in
2020. Prior to coming to
Lower Dauphin, he was an
account manager at Apex Systems and
was an assistant baseball and basketball
coach for the Falcons. He says he hopes
“to continue to grow and sustain the

Katelynn Barwin

Kaylor Kulina

success of the Lower Dauphin Athletic
Department and create a memorable
athletic experience for our student
athletes.”
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Lower Dauphin High School s boys’volleyball team traveled to State College topping Meadville in a thrilling five-set
match to capture the program’s second state championship in back-to-back fashion.
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The Lower Dauphin High School Class of 2022 marched into history at the Giant Center on June 9. Valedictorian was
Katherine Estes and salutatorian was Connor Grubb. Of the 254 members of the graduating class, three-quarters will
attend a four-year college, technical school or community college; 15 percent will work; 4 percent will enter the armed
forces; and 2 percent will enter apprenticeship programs.
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