
HOW TO CREATE AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
 

 
What is an annotated bibliography?  It is your alphabetized list of source 
citations for books, reference materials, periodical articles, websites, databases, 
images and more for your paper, research project, or assignment.  If you use 
NoodleTools, you will enter the basic information about your source in the 
bibliography section of your project and then complete an annotated bibliography 
in the text box at the bottom of the page.
 
What should you include in your annotation?  Your annotation should be written 
after you have read and used your source for your project.  Your annotation is a 
brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph.  Its purpose is to comment on the five 
items below.
 

● contents of source:  what is the subject matter and  time period covered?
● intended audience:  is this source written for a specific age group, audience 

with specific education or qualifications, etc.?
● author qualifications:  what is the author’s education, experience, or 

background?
● relevance of source: was this source useful and relevant to your research 

question or topic?
● comparative merit: how did this source compare or contrast with other 

sources in your bibliography?  
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