Epic Retellings!
A Booklist of Contemporary Titles Available in the NHS Library

Andrews, Claire. Daughter of Sparta (#1) - Guided by the handsome Apollo, Daphne journeys
across ancient Greece to recover nine mysterious items stolen from Mount Olympus before the
gods lose their powers and throw the mortal world into chaos in this reinterpretation of the Greek
myth.

Atwood, Margaret. The Penelopiad - A twist on Homer's "Odyssey" from the points of view of
Penelope, who describes her life before she married Odysseus and chronicles her experiences during and
after his protracted return from the Trojan War, and her twelve maids whom Odysseus executes upon
his return.

Barker, Pat. The Silence of the Girls - A retelling of "The Iliad," as experienced by the captured
women living in the Greek camp in the final weeks of the Trojan War, focusing on the captive queen of
one of Troy's neighboring kingdoms, Briseis, who finds herself caught between Achilles--Greece's
greatest warrior, and the man who murdered her husband and brothers--and Agamemnon--the brutal
political leader of the Greek forces.
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. The Women of Troy - A feminist retelling of The Iliad. Troy has fallen and the victorious
Greeks are eager to return home with the spoils of an endless war--including the women of Troy
themselves. They await a fair wind for the Aegean; it does not come, because the gods are offended. The
body of King Priam lies unburied and desecrated, and so the victors remain in suspension, camped in the
shadows of the city they destroyed as the coalition that held them together begins to unravel. Old feuds
resurface and new suspicions and rivalries begin to fester. Largely unnoticed by her captors, the one
time Trojan queen Briseis, formerly Achilles's slave, now belonging to his companion Alcimus, quietly
takes in these developments. She forges alliances when she can, with Priam's aged wife the defiant
Hecuba and with the disgraced soothsayer Calchas, all the while shrewdly seeking her path to revenge.

Bracken, Alexandra. Lore - Every seven years, the Agon begins. As punishment for a past
rebellion, nine Greek gods are forced to walk the earth as mortals. They are hunted by the
descendants of ancient bloodlines, all eager to kill a god and seize their divine power and
immortality.Long ago, Lore Perseous fled that brutal world, turning her back on the hunt's promises
of eternal glory after her family was murdered by a rival line. For years she's pushed away any
thought of revenge against the man—now a god—responsible for their deaths.Yet as the next hunt
dawns over New York City, two participants seek her out: Castor, a childhood friend Lore believed
to be dead, and Athena, one of the last of the original gods, now gravely wounded.The goddess
offers an alliance against their mutual enemy and a way to leave the Agon behind forever. But



Lore's decision to rejoin the hunt, binding her fate to Athena's, will come at a deadly cost—and it
may not be enough to stop the rise of a new god with the power to bring humanity to its knees.

Casati, Costanza. Clytemnestra - A novel following Clytemnestra, [a] notorious heroine of the ancient
world, and the events that forged her into the legendary queen.

Gaiman, Neal. Norse Mythology - Neil Gaiman presents a version of the great Norse myths, fashioning
primeval stories into a novelistic arc that begins with the genesis of the legendary nine worlds; delves
into the exploits of the deities, dwarves, and giants; and culminates in Ragnarok, the twilight of the gods
and the rebirth of a new time and people.

Geras, Adele. Troy - The last weeks of the Trojan War find the women sick of tending the
wounded, men tired of fighting, and bored gods and goddesses trying to find ways to stir things up.

Geras, Adele. Ithaka - The island of Ithaka is overrun with uncouth suitors demanding that Penelope choose
a new husband, as she patiently awaits the return of Odysseus from the Trojan War.

Gornichec, Genevieve. The Witch's Heart - When a banished witch falls in love with the legendary
trickster Loki, a Norse deity, she risks the wrath of the gods.

. The Weaver and the Witch Queen - Oddny and Gunnhild meet as children in tenth century
Norway, and they could not be more different: Oddny hopes for a quiet life, while Gunnhild burns for
power and longs to escape her cruel mother. But after a visiting wisewoman makes an ominous prophecy
that involves Oddny, her sister Signy, and Gunnhild, the three girls take a blood oath to help one another
always. When Oddny's farm is destroyed and Signy is kidnapped by Viking raiders, Oddny is set adrift
from the life she imagined but determined to save her sister, no matter the cost. Gunnhild, who fled her
home years ago to learn the ways of a witch in the far north, is on her way to her exalted destiny. But
the bonds--both enchanted and emotional--that hold them together are strong, and when they find their
way back to each other, these bonds will be tested in ways they could never have foreseen in this rich,
searching novel of magic, history, and sworn sisterhood.

Gwynne, John. The Shadow of the Gods (The Bloodsworn Trilogy #1) - This is the age of storm
and murder. After the old Norse gods warred and drove themselves to extinction, the cataclysm of
their fall shattered the land of Vigrio. Now, power-hungry jarls carve out petty kingdoms, and
monsters stalk the shadow-haunted woods and mountains. A world where the bones of the dead
gods still hold great power, promising fame and fortune for those brave--or desperate--enough to
seek them out. As whispers of war echo over the plains and across the fjords, fate follows the
footsteps of three people: a huntress searching for her missing son, a jarl's daughter who has
rejected privilege in pursuit of battle fame, and a thrall who has cast off his chains and now fights
alongside the famed mercenaries known as the Bloodsworn. All three will shape the fate of the
world, as it once more teeters on the edge of chaos.

Gwynne, John. The Hunger of the Gods (The Bloodsworn Trilogy #2) - Lik-Rifa, the dragon god of
Norse legend, has been freed from her eternal prison. Now she plots a new age of blood and



conquest. As Orka continues the hunt for her missing son, the Bloodsworn sweep south in a
desperate race to save one of their own--and Varg takes the first steps on the path of vengeance.
Elvar has sworn to fulfill her blood oath and rescue a prisoner from the clutches of Lik-Rifa and her
dragonborn followers, but first she must persuade the Battle-Grim to follow her. Yet even the
might of the Bloodsworn and Battle-Grim cannot stand alone against a dragon god. Their hope lies
within the mad writings of a chained god. A book of forbidden magic with the power to raise the
wolf god Ulfrir from the dead...and bring about a battle that will shake the foundations of the
earth.

Haynes, Natalie. A Thousand Ships -. In the middle of the night, Creusa wakes to find her beloved
Troy engulfed in flames. Ten seemingly endless years of brutal conflict between the Greeks and the
Trojans are over, and the Greeks are victorious. Over the next few hours, the only life she has ever
known will turn to ash. The devastating consequences of the fall of Troy stretch from Mount
Olympus to Mount Ida, from the citadel of Troy to the distant Greek islands, and across oceans and
sky in between. These are the stories of the women embroiled in that legendary war and its terrible
aftermath, as well as the feud and the fatal decisions that started it all.

Haynes, Natalie. Stone Blind - Haynes's new work focuses on Medusa. Once she was the most
beautiful of the Gorgon sisters, but when Poseidon assaults her in Athene's temple, the goddess
takes out her anger on the victim, tfurning her into the fanged and snake-haired horror of Greek
mythology.

Heywood, Claire. The Shadow of Perseus - an imaginative and female-centered reinterpretation of
the myth of the great hero Perseus, told through the voices of three women who are sidelined in
the traditional version - his mother Danae, his trophy Medusa, and his wife Andromeda - but whose
viewpoints reveal a man who is not, in fact, a hero at all.

LeGuin, Ursula. Lavinia - In "The Aeneid," Vergil's hero fights to claim the king's daughter, Lavinia,
with whom he is destined to found an empire. Le Guin gives Lavinia a voice, in this workset in the
half-wild world of ancient Ttaly, when Rome was merely a muddy village.

Miller, Madeline. Circe - Follows Circe, the banished witch daughter of Helios, as she hones her
powers and interacts with famous mythological beings before a conflict with one of the most
vengeful Olympians forces her to choose between the worlds of the gods and mortals.

Miller, Madeline. Song of Achilles - Patroclus, an awkward young prince, follows Achilles into war,
little knowing that the years that follow will test everything they have learned, everything they
hold dear. And that, before he is ready, he will be forced to surrender his friend to the hands of
Fate. Set during the Trojan War.

Patel, Vaishnavi. Kaikeyi - Vaishnavi Patel boldly reimagines the life of Kaikeyi, the villainized
stepmother from the ancient Sanskrit poem Ramaayana.



Saint, Jennifer. Ariadne - Ariadne, Princess of Crete, grows up greeting the dawn from her beautiful
dancing floor and listening to her nursemaid's stories of gods and heroes. But beneath her golden palace
echo the ever-present hoofbeats of her brother, the Minotaur, a monster who demands blood sacrifice
every year. When Theseus, Prince of Athens, arrives to vanquish the beast, Ariadne sees in his green
eyes not a threat but an escape. Defying the gods, betraying her family and country, and risking
everything for love, Ariadne helps Theseus kill the Minotaur. But will Ariadne's decision ensure her happy
ending? And what of Phaedra, the beloved younger sister she leaves behind?

Saint, Jennifer. Elektra - When Clytemnestra marries Agamemnon, she ignores the insidious whispers
about his family line, the House of Atreus. But when, on the eve of the Trojan War, Agamemnon betrays
Clytemnestra in the most unimaginable way, she must confront the curse that has long ravaged their
family. In Troy, Princess Cassandra has the gift of prophecy, but carries a curse of her own: no one will
ever believe what she sees. When she is shown what will happen to her beloved city when Agamemnon and
his army arrives, she is powerless to stop the tragedy from unfolding. Elektra, Clytemnestra and
Agamemnon's youngest daughter, wants only for her beloved father to return home from war. But can
she escape her family's bloody history, or is her destiny bound by violence, too?

" ", Atalanta - From the beloved, bestselling author of Elektra and Ariadne, a reimagining of the
myth of Atalanta, a fierce huntress raised by bears and the only woman in the world's most famous band
of heroes, the Argonauts. Princess, Warrior, Lover, Hero. When Princess Atalanta is born, a daughter
rather than the son her parents hoped for, she is left on a mountainside fo die. But even then, she is a
survivor. Raised by a mother bear under the protective eye of the goddess Artemis, Atalanta grows up
wild and free, with just one condition: if she marries, Artemis warns, it will be her undoing. Although she
loves her beautiful forest home, Atalanta yearns for adventure. When Artemis offers her the chance to
fight in her name alongside the Argonauts, the fiercest band of warriors the world has ever seen,
Atalanta seizes it. The Argonauts' quest for the Golden Fleece is filled with impossible challenges, but
Atalanta proves herself equal o the men she fights alongside. As she is swept into a passionate affair, in
defiance of Artemis's warning, she begins to question the goddess's true intentions. Can Atalanta carve
out her own legendary place in a world of men, while staying true to her heart? Full of joy, passion, and
adventure, Atalanta is the story of a woman who refuses o be contained. Jennifer Saint places Atalanta
in the pantheon of the greatest heroes in Greek mythology, where she belongs.

Shepperson, Laura. Phaedra - Phaedra has been cast to the side all her life: daughter of an
adulteress, sister of a monster, and now unwilling bride to the much-older, power-hungry Theseus.
Young, naive, and idealistic, she has accepted her lot in life, resigned to existing under the sinister
weight of Theseus's control and the constant watchful eye of her handsome stepson Hippolytus.
When supposedly pious Hippolytus assaults her, Phaedra's world is darkened in the face of
untouchable, prideful power. In the face of injustice, Phaedra refuses to remain quiet any longer:
such an awful truth demands to be brought to light. When Phaedra publicly accuses Hippolytus of
rape, she sparks an overdue reckoning. The men of Athens gather to determine the truth.
Meanwhile, the women of the city, who have no vote, are gathering in the shadows. The women know



truth is a slippery thing in the hands of men. There are two sides to every story, and theirs has
gone unheard. Until now.

Smythe, Rachel. Lore Olympus: Volume One - (a graphic novel) Persephone, young goddess of
spring, is new to Olympus. Her mother, Demeter, has raised her in the mortal realm, but after
Persephone promises to train as a sacred virgin, she's allowed to live in the fast-moving, glamorous
world of the gods. When her roommate, Artemis, takes her to a party, her entire life changes: she
ends up meeting Hades and feels an immediate spark with the charming yet misunderstood ruler of
the Underworld. Now Persephone must navigate the confusing politics and relationships that rule
Olympus, while also figuring out her own place--and her own power.

Smythe, Rachel. Lore Olympus: Volume Two - (a graphic novel) Persephone was ready to start a
new life when she left the mortal realm for Olympus. However, she quickly discovered the dark side
of her glamorous new home--from the relatively minor gossip threatening her reputation to a
realm-shattering violation of her safety by the conceited Apollo--and she's struggling to find her
footing in the fast-moving realm of the gods. Hades is also of f-balance, fighting against his
burgeoning feelings for the young goddess of spring while maintaining his lonely rule of the
Underworld. As the pair are drawn ever closer, they must untangle the twisted webs of their past
and present fo build toward a new future.

Smythe, Rachel. Lore Olympus: Volume Three - (a graphic novel) All of Olympus--and the
Underworld--are talking about the God of the Dead and the sprightly daughter of Demeter. But
despite the rumors of their romance, Hades and Persephone have plenty to navigate on their own.
Since coming to Olympus, Persephone has struggled to be the perfect maiden goddess. Her
attraction to Hades has only complicated the intense burden of the gods' expectations. And after
Apollo's assault, Persephone fears she can no longer bury the intense feelings of hurt and love that
she's worked so hard to hide. As Persephone contemplates her future, Hades struggles with his
past, falling back into toxic habits in Minthe's easy embrace. With all the mounting pressure and
expectations--of their family, friends, and enemies--both Hades and Persephone tell themselves to
deny their deepest desires, but the pull between them is too tempting, too magnetic. It's fate.

Tan, Sue Lynn. Daughter of the Moon Goddess - Forced to flee her home on the moon after her
magic flares up, Xingyin embarks on a perilous quest to save her mother, in this fantasy novel
inspired by the legend of the Chinese moon goddess.

Underwood, Sarah. Lies We Sing to the Sea - Each spring, Ithaca condemns twelve maidens to
the noose. This is the price vengeful Poseidon demands for the lives of Queen Penelope's twelve
maids, hanged and cast into the depths centuries ago. But when that fate comes for Leto, death is
not what she thought it would be. Instead, she wakes on a mysterious island and meets a girl with



green eyes and the power to command the sea. A girl named Melantho, who says one more death can
stop a thousand. The prince of Ithaca must die--or the tides of fate will drown them all.
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