
MILITARY ASSI GNMENTS 
U.S. Army Enlistment Date:  December 28, 2004 
82nd Airborne: 2005 – 2013 
10th Special Forces Group, ODA-0224: 2014 - 2016 

SFC RYAN A. GLOYER 
APRIL 6, 1    982-N OVEMBER 3, 2016 

OBJ ECTIVES 
To honor SFC Gloyer for his service 
and sacrifice, his commitment to 
education, and the legacy he left 
behind. 

To share SFC Gloyer's legacy in 
order to inspire and motivate SV 
students  to  be  inclusive, confident, 
dedicated, and selfless individuals 
who persevere and work alongside 
others to overcome any of life's 
challenges . 

LEGACY 

- Life-long Teacher & Learner

- Selfless Service

- Inclusiveness

- Perseverance

- Dedication

- Excellence

- Continuous Improvement

- Leadership by Example

- Honor & Integrity

- Courage & Valor

ACCOMPLISHMENTS / SE RVICE 
-3 Tours of Duty - Afghanistan: 2007, 2009, 2016
-1 Tour of Duty - Republic of Chad: 2015

-Earned Ranger Tab: April 7, 2006
-Earned Green Beret Tab: September 18, 2014

-Purple Heart, Bronze Star w/Valor, Bronze Star
-Meritorious Service Medal - Operation Enduring Freedom VIII
-Army Commendation Medal - Operation Enduring Freedom X
-Army Commendation Medal - Inducted into Audie Murphy Club

-Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

-Basic Combat & Advanced Individual Training
-Parachutist, Jump Master, & Military Free Fall Badges 
-Combat Infantry & Expert Infantry Badges
-Warrior Leader & Infantry Advanced Leader Courses
-Combat Lifesaver & Advanced Land Navigation Courses
-Sere (Survival, Evasion, Resistance, & Escape) Course
-6 Months Russian Language Training

EDUCATI ON & EXTRA CUR RICULA RS 
Seneca Valley Class of 2000. 
-Soccer , 3 Year Letter Winner, Captain senior year
-Track and Field, 3 Year Letter Winner
-District Chorus & 3 All School Musicals

Thiel College Class of 2004, Magna Cum Laude Honors 
- Dual Degree in Early Education and Psychology
- Earned PA Teaching Certificate

FAMI LY 
-Parents: Richard (Dick) & Lurene Gloyer. Step-mother Michelle Rossi
-Siblings: Older Brother Matthew, and Younger Brother Justin
-Stepbrother: Michael LaButis, and Stepsister: Rebecca LaButis



Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Allen Gloyer

In

Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Allen Gloyer, 34, of Zelienople, died courageously in battle in Kunduz, Afghanistan  
on Thursday, Nov. 3, 2016, in support of Operation Freedom Sentinel.
 
Ryan, a member of the Seneca Valley Class of ’00, was a model student and athlete, lettering three years in soccer and track. He danced in 
three school musicals, sang in the choir and was selected for participation in District Chorus. For his senior project, Ryan taught younger 
students how to break dance. Throughout his high school days, Ryan developed a charismatic, gregarious, animated and fun-loving  
personality. He continued his education at Thiel College, Greenville, where he graduated with magna cum laude honors and received 
degrees in psychology and early education.
 
On Dec. 28, 2004, Ryan enlisted in the Army with orders that would send him to Airborne Jump Qualification School and Special Forces 
Selection Course after graduation from boot camp. From day one of his military career, Ryan had his sights set on becoming a part of 
an elite unit and had a goal and steadfast determination to be a Green Beret. Along Ryan’s journey to becoming a Green Beret, he went 
to Ranger School and earned his Ranger Tab in April 2006. He also served with the 82nd Airborne and completed two tours of duty in 
Afghanistan in 2007 and 2009. During his first 15-month deployment to Afghanistan, Ryan made valorous achievements in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom which earned him the Bronze Star Medal with Valor Device and the Meritorious Service Award. In his 
second 12-month tour of duty to Afghanistan in 2009, he received the Army Commendation Medal under Task Force Fury. In April  
2010, Ryan was selected to be inducted into the prestigious Sergeant Audie Murphy Club for his dedicated leadership, exemplary  
professionalism and high standards of excellence.
 
In 2013, Ryan completed the Special Forces Selection Course and was accepted into the Special Forces Training Program. After 18 
months of intensive training and Russian language instruction, Ryan graduated and finally donned his green beret in September 2014. 
Upon graduation, Ryan attended the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School to complete Free Fall training. Ryan was then 
assigned to the 10th Special Forces Group, 2nd Battalion, located at Fort Carson, Colorado. In May 2015, Ryan deployed to Chad; in June 

2016, he deployed to Afghanistan for the third time and was scheduled to return home at the end of November.  
Ryan was awarded a Purple Heart and a 2nd Bronze Star for his heroism during the battle (The Battle of Boz 

Qandahari) that took his life.
 
Ryan’s awards and medals include: the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Bronze Star with “V” (Valor), two  
Meritorious Service Medals, two Army Commendation Medals, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with Campaign 
Star, Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantry Badge, Parachutist Badge, Ranger Tab, Special Forces Tab 

and Sergeant Audie Murphy Club Medallion. 

It is our privilege and honor to dedicate today’s game (Sept. 8, 2017)  
and Veteran Recognition Event in memory of Sgt. 1st Class  
Ryan Allen Gloyer.

Memory of



 

October 10, 2017 

 

Dear Seneca Valley School Board, Administrators, Teachers and Students: 

It is my honor to share the priceless lessons that my dear friend Ryan A. Gloyer taught me or lived himself. I hope that you will 

find inspiration and truth in them too.  

1) Always be true to yourself. 

2) Follow your dreams. 

3) Stand up for what you believe, even if you are the only one standing. 

4) Persevere – even when it seems that all hope is lost. 

5) Teach whomever, whatever, and whenever. Education is priceless. 

6) Be confident. Shine like the brightest light for all to see. 

7) Laugh with wild abandon. 

8) Laugh at yourself. 

9) “Look cool even when you don’t know what you’re doing”. 

10) Dance whenever and wherever you are moved to. 

11) Bring a smile to the saddest person in the room – especially the saddest person in the room. 

12) Give the tightest hugs. 

13) Always say what you mean and mean what you say. 

14) Inspire people – of any age. 

15) Mentor and educate any and all whom you have the opportunity to. 

16) Give tough love, followed by words of encouragement. 

17) Push yourself physically because you should not quit, no matter what. 

18) Tell the best stories, include grand gestures, if it helps. 

19) Sing out loud, just because. 

20) Assist those who are more vulnerable than yourself. 

21) Appreciate the strengths in others. 

22) Strengthen your weaknesses. 

23) Question almost everything, for it is in the questioning that the true learning takes place. 

24) Never be afraid to be YOU. 

These are just some of the invaluable lessons that I obtained from many blessed years as Ryan’s friend. He had such a 

profound impact on my life and I can say with all confidence that I am not alone in that fact. He changed the world. He 

changed it for the better. He will be forever missed as a student, a teacher, a friend, a soldier, a son, a brother, and a loved 

one.  

I cannot think of any individual more fitting to have the Seneca Valley Middle School renamed after than Ryan A. Gloyer. He 

was always intrigued by the process of learning. He was always passionate about teaching lessons to his students, his friends, 

his mentees, and his family. He had a unique way of imparting information in a very animated, exciting way that made 

whoever his pupil was want to listen and learn more.  

I truly hope that this letter can provide an additional snap-shot into what a ‘big deal’ Ryan was. I am not trying to sound 

sarcastic about that fact. He was bigger than life. He was a role model for countless people who met and knew him. He would 

be humbled to have this honor. An honor that is very well deserved.  

Thank you for honoring Ryan. For allowing many of us to share about the man he was. If I can provide any further information 

about him it would be my genuine pleasure.  

Sincerely,  

Shannon Reesh 
































	MAY-2018 - SFC Ryan Gloyer - Summary of Ryan's Legacy - Updated 2023
	ACCOMPLISHMENTS / SE RVICE
	FAMI LY

	SFC Ryan Gloyer Binder
	SGT Gloyer Resume
	Military assignments
	accomplishments / SERVICE
	Education & Extra curriculars
	Family
	objectives
	legacy


	Gloyer Flier
	Lessons Learned from SFC Ryan A. Gloyer




