Wichita Public Schools
Health Services

Head Lice information for Parents

Occasionally, we see an increase in the number of students with head lice after we
have had a break from school (i.e. fall, winter, spring break or summer).

Wichita Public Schools follows the guidance of KDHE and the Kansas Classroom
Handbook of Communicable Diseases. Kansas regulations do not require individuals

with head lice or nits to be excluded from school or child care facilities. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the
National Association of School Nurses advocate that children should not be excluded
from school due to lice or nits.

What happens when a student has lice at school?

When a teacher notices that a student has live bugs or the student is scratching
their head, neck or ears, they can send the student to the school nurse to check
the student for lice.

If the nurse finds live lice on the student, the nurse will contact parents by phone
to let them know.

The nurse will explain that the student may stay in school until the end of the day
and should be treated for lice before returning to school. If the parent chooses to
pick up their child so they can begin treatment for lice, they may do so.

In special circumstances, the nurse may ask a parent to pick up their child early
when a student is too uncomfortable or distracted to be at school from a lice
infestation.

We do not perform mass or classroom head lice screenings.

Head Lice notices are not sent home each time a student is found to have head
lice.

Click here to access the Health Services website to learn more about head lice,
resources, and documentation to support our head lice protocol.
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http://www.kdheks.gov/epi/download/Kansas_Classroom_Handbook_of_Communicable_Diseases.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/epi/download/Kansas_Classroom_Handbook_of_Communicable_Diseases.pdf
https://www.usd259.org/healthservices

