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House Bill 5 Graduation Requirements

Endorsement Pathways

Course Planning



Transition to High School

Regular or Pre-AP Classes
o Please discuss this with your family and your 

current teachers.

o Best Practice: take the Pre-AP class if  
possible

o Open enrollment 

o Advanced Academic Contract

Schedule
o 8 Period Day including 8 class periods

o Lunch depends on 5th Period Teacher

o Classes Begin @ 8:10 a.m.

o School Day ends @ 3:35 p.m.



Transition to High School

State Assessment

o Freshman Year (English I, Algebra, and 
Biology)

o Sophomore Year (English II)
o Junior Year (U.S. History)



Transition to High School

Classification
o <6 = Freshman

o 6.5 Credits to be a Sophomore

o 13 Credits to be a Junior

o 19.5 Credits to be a Senior



Transition to High School
Transcript
o PERMANENT record of  ALL of  your classes, grades 

earned, and state assessment scores (STAAR).

o All of  your future employers, scholarship entities, and 
post-high school colleges and military require it.

Grades Count!
Check your grades and schedules on: 

Encourage your student to take ownership in his or her grades!



Transition to High School
Core GPA

For students who entered grade 9 in the 2018–19 school year and 
thereafter, the District shall include in the calculation of  class rank 
semester grades earned in high school credit courses taken in the 
following subject areas only: 

English, mathematics, science, and social studies.

The calculation shall include failing grades. If  a student retakes the 
course for credit, only the original grade shall be included in the 
calculation. 



Course Planning Guide

Course Registration



Graduation Requirements-HB 5
Course Areas Foundation 

Graduation Program 
with an Endorsement

English/Language Arts 4

Mathematics 4

Science 4

Social Studies, 
including Economics 

4

Physical Education 1

Language other than 
English

2

Fine Arts 1

Health .5

Speech .5

Electives (pathway 
electives included)

4 or more credits

Totals 26 Credits



House Bill 5 
Graduation Requirements

Students must successfully complete 
at least 26 state credits 

Students must also select and 
complete at least one endorsement.

Foundation + Endorsement 



House Bill 5 
Graduation Requirements

Students must successfully complete at 
least 26 state credits 

Students must also select and complete at 
least one endorsement.

Algebra 2 is required!

Required for automatic admission to state 
4 year universities.

Distinguished Level of Achievement
Foundation + Endorsement 



An endorsement is a set of  classes that allows a student to 
dig into an area of  interest to them. Endorsements connect 

to different careers paths and are meant to help students 
get familiar with the sort of  ideas, skills, and abilities 

related to those careers.



Endorsements

Arts and Humanities

Business and Industry

Public Service

STEM

Multidisciplinary



Programs of Study (Pathways)

Recommended 
sequence of  coursework 
and learning activities 

leading to a post-
secondary credential 

and career



CTE Programs of Study
(Pathways)

PTECH



9th graders will begin with Principles of  Transportations Systems 



Programs of Study
(Pathways)

*Several ways you can get the 
multidisciplinary studies.



Performance Acknowledgments

Recognition for outstanding achievement in 
the following areas:

o Dual Credit Courses
o Bilingualism and Biliteracy -(LOTE)
o AP Testing
o PSAT/SAT/ACT Testing
o Certification/Licensure



Dual Credit
Dual Credit means obtaining high school and college credit 
for the same course. 

Incoming freshman may choose to take                                         
speech or fine art for dual credit.

It is recommended that students take these courses the 
summer between 9th and 10th grade or during the 10th grade 
school year; however, students can take it this summer or next 
school year if  desired. 

To qualify, students must take a TSIA 2. 



What’s Next
v HS Counselors will be at BMS presenting to 8th graders. 

v HS Counselors will be at BMS this week to meet with 
students individually. 

March 1st-March 3rd

v 1-on-1 Personal Graduation Planning Meeting 
(Individual Student/Parent meeting at BHS)

https://bhscounselors.youcanbook.me/

Or

https://www.brownwoodisd.org/Page/1527

https://bhscounselors.youcanbook.me/
https://www.brownwoodisd.org/Page/1527


Staying Informed

School Messenger
Text Y 
To: 67587

Please update information in parent portal.

You have to Opt-in. 

Follow Brownwood 
High School 
Counselors on FB. 
Search @lioncounselors

https://www.brownwoodisd.org/domain/103

Follow Brownwood 
High School 
Counselors on 
Instagram. Search 
@bhslioncounselors



Course Planning

Choosing Classes and Endorsement

Important Websites

BHS Counselor Website

Important Documents

Career

Technical 
School

College Military

Employment

https://www.brownwoodisd.org/domain/103

