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The ACO recognizes two types of equipment:
ACO Certified and ACO Approved.

1.1 ACO CERTIFIED EQUIPMENT

Unless otherwise noted in advance, ACO Certified
Equipment will be used at all ACO Major tournaments
during ACO Season XII (September 2016-May 201 7)
and at the ACO World Championships of Cornhole XIl.

AT THIS TIME, ACO CERTIFIED EQUIPMENT
IS LIMITED TO:

« ACO 0153 “Star Logo” Tournaments Series Boards
. ACO 01531 Blank Tournaments Series Boarc
» ACO-PRO 450 9
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1.2 ACO APPROVED EQUIPMENT

Not limited to ACO branded equipment - In order
to be classified as ACO Approved, equipment must
comply with the criteria below. ACO Approved
Equipment may be used for the coordination of ACO
Regional tournament during ACO Season XII

ACO APPROVED BOARDS:

1. Hardwood plywood playing surface measuring
47.5"to 48"x 23.5"to 24".

2. The playing surface has a minimum thickness of
1/2" with cross-section backing, or 3/ ! Wlth or
vithout cross-section backmg
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2.1 CORNHOLE COURT LAYOUT

CORNHOLE COURT:

A regulation size cornhole court is 8 feet wide and 40
feet long with a recommended vertical clearance of
twelve (12) feet. If a tournament court has a clearance
of less than 12 feet, it must be noted in the tourney
listing prior to the event.

THIS COURT CONSISTS OF TWO (2) PLAYER’S LANES:

Lane 1: Designated pitchers boxes, on the left side of
the board when your back is to t‘he scoring tower
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3.1 LENGTH OF GAMES

TRADITIONAL 21 The game shall be played to the pre-
determined number of twenty-one (21) points. The first
player/team to reach (or exceed) that amount at the
conclusion of a frame is the winner.

3.2 CORNHOLE SCORING - BAG TERMS

WOOoDY

Refers to any cornhole bag that has been pitched and
remains on the cornhole board playing surface at the
.~ conclusion of the frame. ‘ =

CORNHOLE
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3.4 METHODS OF SCORING

CANCELLATION SCORING

The approved method of scoring for the sport of cornhole
is“cancellation” scoring. In cancellation scoring, the points
of one player cancel out the points of their opponent.
Using this method, only one player/team can score in
each frame.

WOODY

Each woody is worth one (1) point
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4.1 OVERVIEW OF SINGLES AND DOUBLES PLAY

SINGLES PLAY
» Player A competes against Player B.

« Both players stay in their designated lane for the whole
game.

« Players start the game at the headboard and will
alternate pitching bags until each player has pitched all
(4) of his/her bags.

- Players then walk to the end of their lane to the other
court, take score, and resume pl ing back to the other
cornhole board : ;
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In doubles play, the higher seeded team chooses one
of the following options:

Choose lane assignments
Choose their opponent to pitch against (head-to-head)

If option #1 is selected, the higher seed chooses their lane
and takes their positions in the Pitcher’s boxes, then the
lower seeded team chooses their own Pitcher’s boxes to
determine head-to-head match-ups.

If option #2 is selected, the lower seed chooses their lane
and takes their positions in the Pitcher’s boxes, then the
higher seeded team will choose their own Pitcher’s boxes
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4.3 PITCHING CORNHOLE BAGS

PITCHING

Players alternate pitching bags (one player at a time) until
each player has pitched all (4) of his/her bags.

A player must pitch all (4) cornhole bags from their
designated cornhole pitchers box.

Players must deliver the bag with an under-hand release.

One foot or appendage must be completely within the
pitchers box at the time of releasing the bag.

When pitching a bag, players must release the bag before
any part of the player’s body touches the ground on or
beyond the foulline.

: PITCHINGTHEﬁ XT FRAME

tirom*

TOUCHING BAGS BEFORE FRAME IS COMPLETE

If any bags in scoring positions (woodies or cornholes)
are touched by a player, whether intentionally or
unintentionally, before all bags during the frame are
pitched, the frame is over.

The offending team (team who touches the bags) forfeits
all remaining bags and tallies the score for the bags they
have already thrown during the frame

The non-offending team tallies 12 points as if they had
thrown 4 cornholes during the frame.

IMPORTANT NOTE: 12 pts are NOT automatically added the
overall score (scoreboard). The 12 pts are only used within
this__speciﬁc frame before cancellation.
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OTHER GENERAL RULES

Moving Cornhole Boards and Bags:

A player can only straighten cornhole boards in between

frames and with the approval of their opponent.
A Certified Official may be called to determine re-
placement if a discrepancy is in question.

A player may only cross the foul line and approach
the opposite board during a frame under three (3)
circumstances:

1. A timeout has been called
2.To Rake bags piled inside the cornhole board hole

3.To Sweep bags (that are considered foul bags) from
the playing surface

TIMEOUTS

with the next pitch or if there is question as to whether®
a cornhole bag would have naturally fallen through the
hole, a player may request to “rake” the cornhole bags
that have fallen inside the hole. To request a rake, the
player must audibly

« One or both players may walk to the other board and
rake the bags from under the board (one player raking
and one player watching.)

« A spectator may be called to rake the bags if both
players agree.

« A certified official may be called to rake the bags if a
discrepancy is in question.

+ Anytime 4 cornhole bags have entered the hole or
piled bags are visible in the hole a player may request a
”rake”and will not be charged a time-out. ¢

IMPORTANT NOTE: During raking, all efforts should be
' eave bags on the playlng surface undlsrupted /
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a.1 PLAYER CONDUCT

ONTHE COURTS

A cornhole player/team while in competition, shall make
no disturbing noises or movements that would distract
the opponent or players on surrounding courts. Other
inappropriate behavior would include profanity, abusive
language, obscene gestures, flipping bags, etc.

PENALTIES

A player may call on a Certified Official to enforce a rule at
any time. If the Certified Official deems action is required:

- «The first offense shall call for a warnlng from the Certified
Official. ‘ :
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« Further dress code restrictions may be imposed by ACO
Corporate if all entrants are notified no later than the 2
weeks before the event date.

+ An ACO-PRO Jersey will be required at all ACO-
PRO Invitationals, and encouraged at all other ACO
tournaments.

Contestants that do not comply may not be allowed to
participate in the event.

ALCOHOL, TOBACCO PRODUCTS, AND ILLEGAL
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES:

- lllegal Controlled Substances are not permitted at an
ACO Event
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