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AGREE!•.iENT 'WITH RESPECT TO THE .ESTABLI$1.IMENT 

OF A VOCATIONAL REGIONAL SCHOOL DIS'rRICT 

This agreement is entered into pursuant to Chapter 94 of 

the Acts of 1967 by the city of Lovell and the to"l11ls of Dracut, 

Dunstable, Pepperell, and Tyngsborough ( or by the city of 

Lowell and c.ny two or more of the said tomis· as shall accept said 

Chapter 94'of the Acts of.1967 ). 

In considero.tion of the mutual pro:nises herein contained, 

it is hereby a�reed es follo�s: 
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SECTION I TIIB REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL t:OlWITTEE 

(A) ·Cocposition

Except e.s otherwise provided in subsection I ( B ), the membership 

of the regiono.l district school COii!I:littee shnll be determined in 

the follo,dng manner. Any member crunicipa.li ty having a population 

of less than 15,000 persons according to the latest federal census 

taken in every year divisible by ten shall be entitled to one gem

ber; any member muni cipo.li ty having e. populn.tion of 15,000 or more 

persons according to such census shal 1 be entitled to· t":To members; 

any member municipality having a popula�ion of ao,coo or more per

sons according to such census shall be enti tied to three tter;iiJers; 

and proceeding in this manner, 15,000 persons shall be the men.n in

creasing number which shall entitle each member municipality to an 

additional member, provided, however, that the city of Lo,rell shall 

not at o.ny _time be entitled to more members on the regional distric 

school com..-nittee than the tota.l number of members to which all :the I 

member to�'lls which accept Chapter 94 of the Acts of 1967 a.re enti

tled. 

(B) Interim Com::rl. ttee

l'li thin ten days after the establishment of the regional school dis

trict, the city council of -the city of Lo1rell shall appoint three 

members and the moderator of ea.ch member town sho.li a.ppoint three 

members to serve on the Couc?Ii ttee, all of 1rbom shall h��·o licen 

inember.s of tlic regi ono.l s.chool district planning board ,rhi ch sub-
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mi tted this agreement, if such members are available and willing 

to serve. The members so appointed shall serve until their suc

cessors are elected as provided in subsection I (C) and qualified. 

(C) Elected Members

At the annual tovn elections in 1970, the town of Dracut shall e-

lect two members, one for a.term of two years o.nd one for a term 

of three yeo.rs; the tolills of Dunstable, Pepperell and T:yngsborough 

shall elect one member for a term of three years. Thereafte
1 

in

every yeo.r in which tl1e term of office of a member expires, the 

member to1m concerned shall, at its annual to,m elec.tion, elect a 

member for a term of three years. At .the regular city election 

in 1969 the city of Lowell shall elect the number of members to 

which it is entitled in accorde.nce ·with the provisions of subsec

tion I (A). If the said city is entitled to either t,ro or four 

members, one half of them shall be elected for a term of four yea.rs 

and the other half shall be elected for a. term of t,'fo years; if i 

is entitled to three members, two shall be elected for a term of 

four years and one shall be elected for a term of two years; if it 

is entitled to five members, three shall be elected for a term of 

four years and two shall be electe:i for a term of two years; and' 
,,_ 

thereafter the said city of Lowell, at every bienni1l election, 

shall elect � member or members for a term of four years • 

• 

If a memb_er to1m is entitled to o.ny_ a.d.U tiona.l members after any 

federal census is tft�en, such to�n shall elect .such additional 

. • 
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member for a term of three yea.rs at its a.nnuo.l town election held 

in the second year subsequent to the yeo.r in which the census iras 

taken and e.t its annual town election held in every third year 

thereafter so long as said to,'lll is entitled to any such additional 

members. If the number of members to 1rhi ch a member tor.n is enti t,... 

led decreases after any federal census is ta.ken the term of office 

of any incumbent shall not be affected thereby. If the city of 

LoW'ell is entitled· to any additional me:nbers after any federal cen

sus is taken the said city shal 1 elect such addi tiona.l members for 

a term of four years at its regular bienni;l election held in the 

first year subsequent to the year in which the census was tnken and 
cv

at its regular bienni�l election held in every fourth year there-

after so long as said city is entitled to such additional members. 

If the number of members to ·which the city of Lowell is entitled 

decreases after _any federal census is taken the term of office of 

any incumbent shall not be affected thereby. 
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(D) Vacancies

If a vacancy occurs among the members of the Interim Committee de-

scribed in subsection I(B), such vacancy shall be filled in the 

same manner a.s the original appointment. If fl vacancy occurs a

mong the members elected by the city of Lowell under subsection 

I (C), the local school coic!ir.ittee members from the said city and 

the members of the city council, acting jointly, shall appoint a 

member to serve until the next regular biennial city election, at 

vhich election a successor shall be elected to serve for the bal

ance of the unexpired term, if any. If a vacancy occurs among the 

members elected by the to'Wll of llracut under subsection I (C), the 

meobers of the local school committee, the members of the board of 

selectmen a.nd the remaining member of the regional district school 

committee from said town, acting jointly, sha.11 appoint a r.1eraber 

to serve until the next a.nnun.l tmm election of said tovrn, o.t 

'Which election a. successor shall be elected to serve for the bal

e.nee of the uuc:rpired term, if any. If a vacancy occurs among 

the oembers elected by any of the re:::m.ining towns under subsec

tion I (G), the :nerubers of the local school co::nmi ttee and the mem-

po.ge · 5 



hers of the boa.rd of selcct:nen from the town involved, acting joint

ly, shall appoint a member to serve until the nc�t annual to,m elec

tion ot" said town, at ,rhi ch election a successor shall be elected to 

serve for the balance of the unexpired term, if any • 

(E) Organization and Terms of Office

The term of office of any elected ceruher from a member to,m

shall cotnEence on Apri 1 l next follo,-:ing the ele.ction of such mem

ber, and the term of office of any elected membe� from the city of 

Lowell shall commence on January 1 next following the election of 

such n1eruber. Pro:nptl:y upon the appointment o.nd qualification of 

the Interim Co!llmittee and on April I of each year thereafter, the 

Committee shall organize and choose by ballot a chairman and a vice 

chairman from among its own membership. 

(F) Powers and Duties

The Committee shall have all the powers and duties conferred

and imposed upon it by this agreement and such other o.ddi tionfl.l po,r

,ers and duties a.s are specified in Chapter 94 of the Acts of 1967

and any amendments thereof or a.dditions thereto now or hereafter en

acted, or as may be specified in any other applicable general or

speci� lo.w. 

(G) Quorum

The quorum for the transaction of business· shall be a majority

of the Cor.i..'"!li ttee, but a. number less tho.n the majority may adjourn. 
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SECTION. II LOCATION OF TUE HEGIO�:AL DISTRICT SCHOOL 

The r egional district school shall be loco.tcd.irithin the geo

graphical limits of the District an<l ldthin a radius of five miles 

from the Lowell Filtration Plant. 

SECTION III TYPE OF REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL 

The regional district school shall be a vocationnl-technical 

higb school consisting of grades nine through twelv9, inchu3i-ve. 

The Committee i.s hereby authorized to establish and maintain all 

pho.ses of vocational educ..'l.tion, acting as tr1�stees therefor, as a.re 

prescribed in Chapter 74 of the General La,rs and nets a.D.1tH1do.tory 
' 

. 

thereof, in adtli tion thereto or dependent thereon, including ex

tended courses of instruction beyond the secondary level in ac

cordo.nce with the provisions of Section 37 A of said Che.pter 74. 
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SECTION. IV APPORTIONMENT AND PAYMENT OF COSTS INCURRED BY THE 

DISTRICT 

{A) Classification of Costs 

For the purpose of apportioning assessments levied by the 

District against the oember municipalities, coats shall be divided 

into two categories; capital costs and opera.ting costs. 

(B) Capital Costs

Capital costs shall include all expenses in the nature of cap

ital outlay such as the cost of acquiring land,· the cost of con

structing, reconstructing, or adding to a school building or build

ings, the cost of remodeling or making extraordinary repairs to a 

school building or buildi:ngs, the cost of constructing sewerage 

systems o.nd sewerage treatment and disposal facilities or the cost 

of the purchase or use of such systeos vith a municipality, inclu

ding ,d th out limitation the cost of original equipment and furnish

ings for such school buildings or e.ddi tions, plans, architects• 

a.nd co11sultants' fees, grading a.nd other costs incidental to plo.c

ing school buildings and additions, seYrero.ge systems and se,rerage 

treatment and disposal facilities, and any premises related to the 

foregoing in operating condition. Ca.pi ta.I costs shall o.lso include 

payment of principal of and interest on bonds or other obligations 

issued by the District to finance capital costs. 

{C) Operating Costs 

Operating costs shall include all costs nbt included in capital 
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costs as defined in subsection IV(B), but including interest on tem

porary notes issued by the District in o.n1,i cipation of revenue. 

(D) Apportiolllilent of Capital Costs

Capital costs shall be apportioned among the member municipo.li

ties �nnually in Dececber for the ensuing calendar year on the.basis 

of school population as hereinafter defined. For the purpose of 

this subsection, school population sho.11 be defined as the number of 

pupils residing in a. member muni cipo.li ty yho are enrolled in grades 

one through twelve, inclusive, in any public, prive.te or parochial 

school 1rhercver located. Each me::nber xmmi cipali ty' s share of. capi-

tal costs for each calendar year shall be determined by computing 

the ratio which its school po:;mlation on October l of the year next 

preceding the year for which the apportionment is determined bear� 

to the total school population froa all tlle men.her municipalities 

on the same date. Capital costs represented by debt service shall 

be apportioned as a capital cost of the year in which the debt ser

vice falls due. 

(E}. AnportionrJent of Operating Costs 

.All operating costs, except those described in subsection IV(F)
J 

for the firs.t calendar year next following tl1e establishment of the 

regi anal school district ancl for every calencla.r year thereafter shall 

be apportioued to the member ounicipalities on the basis of their 

respective pupil enrollments in the rcgio11e.l district school. Each 

nember municip�lity's share of such opern.ting costs for each calen

dar year shall be cleter::1ir;ed by computing the ratio which thn.t muni-
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cipa.li:t,y' s pupil enrolll!lcnt in the regional district school 011 Oct

ober 1 of the yea.r next preceding the year for ,rhi ch the apportion-

ment is determined bea.r s to the total pupi 1 enrollncnts fro:::i all 

the cteLiber muni cipali ti es in the regional district school on the 

sa.lile date. In computing this a:pportion::ient the "personst' referred 

to in subsection IV (F) shall be excluded. In the ev�nt that en

rollment in the regi ona.1 district school has not been acco:21pli shefl 

by October 1 of any year, operating costs shall be apportioned in 

the manuer provided in subsection IV {D).

(F) Special Opera.tin& Costs

The Committee shall detercine the operating costs for ea.ch calendar 

year of any evening trade extension courses or any other types of 

courses which are offered by the District to persons other than 

the pupils attending the regular da.y regional vocational school. 

Each mesbe�ounicipality's share of such operating costs shall be 

determined by cooputing tbe ratio which that municipa.li ty' s enrol

lment of persons in sucll courses on November 1 of the year next 

preceding the year for vhich the a.pportionruent is determined bears 

to the total enrollment of persons in such courses froc a.11 t.he 

member muni cipo.li ti es on the sarae date. In the event tha.t enrol

lment in such cours�r has not been a.cco.:ipli shed by November 1 of 

a.ny year, such opera.ting costs shall be apportioned in the manner 

provided in subsection IV (D). 

(G) Tines of Pa.yi:ient of Apportioned Costs

Ee.ch member ounicip.di ty shall pay to the District in en.ch
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year its proportionate share, certified as provided in subsection 

V (c), of the capital and operating costs. Except as otherwise 

provided in subsection V (A), the annual share of each meaber mu

nicipality shall be paid ·in such amounts and at such times tha.t at 

lea.st the following percentages of such annual share shall be paid 

on or before the dates indicated, respectively: 

April 1 25% 

June I 60% 

September 15 75% 

November 15 100% 

II 

__ __J__ 
.. --- . 
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SECTION V BUDGET 

(A) Ini tio.l Budget

Vli thin sixty days after the ini tia.l regional district sc:1001

com;:1ittee is organized, it shall prepare a reasonably detailed 

operating· and maintenance budget covering expenses, if any, for 

the balance of the then calendar year. Copies of such proposed 

budget shall be submitted to the cbairoan of the finance or adviso-

page 12 

ry committee of ea.ch member tmrn and to the city manager of the city f 

Lowell for their consideration. A budget shall be adopted not ear

lier than fourteen do.ys but within twenty-one days after the pro

posed budget has been su�:>rai tted. The amount of the said budget 

shall be apponti oned among the meraber muni cipali ti es according to 

the provisions of Section IV herein. The regional district treas

urer shall certify to the treasurer of each cember municipality its 

respective .share of· the said budget. The sums thus certified shall 

be payable by the member ounicipa.lities to the regional district 

school comrJittee but only from funds which may be or may have been 

appropriated by the memher municipalities for such purpose. 

(B) Tent� ti ve Operating o.nd Maintenance Budget

Thereafter, the Coill!:li ttee shall annually prepare c. tentntive

operating and maintenance budget for the ensuing cn.lendo.r year, at

taching thereto provision for any installraent of pri ncipa.l or inter

est to becooe ,lue in such year ,on any bonds, or other evidence of 

indebtedness of �1e District an1 any other capital costs to be 

L apportioned �°-=c 
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15 the said Coi::uai ttee shall submit to the City Manager of the city 

of Low.ell aml the chairman of the board of selectmen and the chair

man of the finance or advisory co::i::ii ttee of the meldber to1ms a 

copy of such ten ta ti ve operating and maintenance budget ,rhi ch 

shall be itemized a.s follows or be in such further detail as the 

regional district school COID!Ilittee may deeo advisable: 

1. Administration

2. Instruction

3. Other School Services

4. Operation and lfaintenance of Plant

5. Fixed Charges

6. Community Services

7. Acquisition of Fixed Assets

s. Debt Retireuient and Debt Service

9. Programs with Other Districts and Private Schools

(C) Fina.I �Operating and Maintenance Budget

The Committee shnll adopt an annual operating and maintenance

budget, including tlebt and interest charges and any other current 

capital costs as sepn.rate items, on or before Dece::iber 1 for the 

ensuing calendar ye(lr, and the said Co:::mi ttee shall l.".pportion 

the amounts necessary to be raised in order to meet the said bud

get in accordance ,:·ith the pro·visicns of subsection IV (D), IV(E), 

and IV(F). 'fhe amo�mts so apportioned to each member municipality 

sl1a.ll, prior to December 31 of each year preceding the calendar 

yen.r to ·which said '!}udget relates, be certified by the district 

treasurer to the treo.surer of each member municipality, o.ncl en.ch 
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tiunicipaiity shall a.pproprio.te the nmounts so certified • 



SECTION . VI TRANSPORTATION 

School transportation shall be provided by the regional school 

district a.nd the cost thereof shall be apportioned to the menber 

municipalities as an operating cost. 
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SECTION VII �'\lrEN!J11r4NTS 

_(A} Li rai. ta ti on s 

This agreement may be amended from time to time in the manner 

hereinafter provided, but no amendment shall be made which shall 

substantially impair the rights of the holders of any bonds, notes 

or other obligations of the District then outstanding, or the 

rights of the District to procure the oeans for payme�t thereof, 

provided that nothing in this section shall prevent the admission 

of a new to,m or tows to the District and the reapportionment 

accordingly of capital costs of the district represented by bonds 

or notes of the District then outstanding and of interest thereon. 

(D} Procedure 

Any proposal for amendment, except a proposal for amendment 

providing for the withd.ra,n1..l .of a member municipality ( r:hich 

shall be aited upon as provided in Section IX), may be initiated 

by a two-thirds vote of o.11 the oe.nbers of the Conmi ttee or by a 

petition signeJ by 10 per cent of the registered voters of any one 

of the filCrn.ber municipalities. In the latter co.so, said petition 

sho.11 contain o.t the end thereof a certification by the to,m or 

city clerk of such me:nber municipality o.s to the number of regis

tered voters in said municipality according to the 1,1ost recent 

voting list and the number of signatures on the petition which ap

pear to be tlrn nn�es of registered voters of so.id :w.uni cipn.li ty and 

said petition shall be presented to the secretary of the Comrni ttee. 

In either case, the secreto.ry of the Co:mii tte·e shal 1 aa.i 1 or de-

pnge 16 



liver. a. notice in writing to the bot>.rd of selectmen of ea.ch of 

the member to;ms a.nd to the city council of Lowell that a. pro

posal to amend this agreement has been made and shall enclose a 

copy of such proposal (without the signatures in the case of a. 

proposal by petition ) • The selectmen of each mec0er town shall 

include in the ,rorrant for the next annual or a specie.I town 

meeting called for the purpose an article stating the proposal 

or the substance thereof. Such amendment shall take effect upon 

its acceptance by all of the member municipalities, acceptance 

by each toirn to be by a majority vote a.t a town meetiug as afor.:::-
,. 

said and acceptance by the city of Lowell to be by a rna.jori ty 

vote of its city council. 
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SECTION VIII AmassION OP AD:iJITION�\.L TOWNS TO TIIE DISTRICT 

By an amendment of this agreeoent adopted under and in accord

e.nce vi th Section VII above, any other t<?,m or to,ms zao.y be admit

ted to the regional school district upon adoption as therein pro

vided of such amendcent and upon acceptance by the to'l'rn or to,ms 

see!cing a.dmi ssion of the agreement as so amended and also upon coc

plia.nce ,rith such provisions of lo..w as may be applicable and such 

terms as may be set forth in sucll acendment, 

�-==========ll===================================================================�!=====a-=--



SECTICN IX Wl'i'lLDH.A.WAL 

(A) Limi ta. ti ons

The withdrawal of a member municipality frora·the District may

be effected by o.n amendment to this a.greeraent in the manner here

inafter provided by this section. Any raember municipality seek

ing to wi thdra,v- shall, by a majority vote n.t a.n annual or specio.l 

. to1m meeting in the case of a town or by a vote of t,ro thirds of ·

the lilembers in office of the city council in the case of the city 

of LOlrell, request the Committee to dral'r up an amendment to this 

ngreement setting forth the terms by ;rhi ch such municipality may 

withdraw from the District, provided that the said tmni cipali ty 

shall reran.in liable to the District for its share of the indebt

edness of the District outstanding at the time of such ·wi thdral,al, 

and for interest thereon, to the same extent and in tl1e sarae man

ner as though the rnunicipali ty had not wi thdra'l'm from the District. 

(B) Procedure

1.'he clerk of the muni cipuli ty seeking to 1Ti thctra1r shal 1 notify

the Com.:1i ttee in l'rri ting that such :nuni cipali ty hns voted to re

quest the Committee to dra,, up an o.:uendment to the agreement ( en

closing a certified. copy of such vote ) • '£hereupon, the Coromi ttce 

shall drn:rr up an o.mendacnt to the n.greement setting forth such 

terms of' 0.dt�1dr.:nml as it deems advis::i.ble, subject to tl1e li;:nitc 

tion conto.ined in subsection Vll {A). The secretary to the Com

mittee shall !!lrtil or deli.er n notice in -...riting to the boa.rd of 

select1!1Cll of each menJJer to'\'ill ,.md to the city counci I of the city 

of Lowell that the Coi:nti ttce has clra�m up nn amendment to the 
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agrectlent providing for the wi thtlrawal of a member muni cipi!-li ty 

{ enclosing a. copy of such amendment). The selectmen of eacb 

meeber to1m shall include in the warrant for the next annual or a 

special town meeting called for the purpose an article stating the 

amendment or the substance thereof. Such amendment shall take 

effect upon its acceptance by all of the met1ber muni cipo.li ties, 

acceptance by .each to,m to be by a majority vote at o. to,m meeting 

as aforesaid and acceptance by the city of Low�ll to be by a vote 

of two thirds of the merabers in office of its city council. 

(C) Cessation of Terns of Office of r?ithdra.winr; Municipo.lity1 s

l.Iembers

Upon the effective date of wi t!1drawal the terms of office of 

all members serving on the regional district school cocmittee from 

the ,dt!1dro.wing municipality shall terminate .aucl the total cember

ship of the Cocuni ttee shall be decreased accordingly •. 
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SECTICN X AD:,.USSION OF PUPILS RESIDING OUTSIDE THE DISTRIC'!' 

The Committee may accept for enrolloent in the re::;ionnl dis-

trict school pupils fron ouni ci po.li ti es other tha.n the iaember IilU

ni ci pali ti es on a. tuition basiso Income received by the District 

froa tui tiou pupils sllall be deducted from the total opero.tinci 

costs in the next annual budget to be prepared after receipt there-

of, prior to the apportionment under Section IV to the :::iember 

municipa.li tieso 
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SECTION XI Er.ll'LCY1\!EI�T OF TEAC1iE1!S A.i"'l'D OTHER PERSONNEL 

Every teacher serving at the discretion of the local school 

committee of a meu2ber municipality of the District ( tenure teach

er ) whose posi tiou is superseded by reason of the esta.hli shrnent 

and.operation of the regional school district., shall be employed 

by the regional district school co!:lfilittee. Such teacher sha.11 not 

aquire tenure in accordance vdth the provision,;;_ of Section 42 B 
I 

c..-

of Chapter 71 of the General La·w·s, but sho.11 �quire tenure in the 

manner otherwise provided. for by lav,. Any teacher not serving at 

the discretion of the local school com::iittee of a :ce:mber-municipal

i ty of the District ( nontenure teo.cher ) , whose position is super

seded by reason of the establi shcient and operation of t}1e regional 

school district, shall be given preferred consideration f6r similar 

positions in the clistrict school to the extent that such positions 

e;d st therein. .Any non-teaching enployee ·whose position is super

seded by reason of the establi shI:Jent and operation of the regional 

school district, shall be given preferred consideration for similar 

positions in the district school to the extent that such positions 

exist therein. 

===--
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SECTION XII ENltOLU,XNT OP PUPII}3 

Prior to the beginning of ea.ch school year the Co�ittee 

shall determine the enrolll!lent capo.city of the district school 

£or the. school yea.r. The Corami ttee may from time to time in

crease or decrease such enrollment capacity. A quota. of pupils 

from each municipality who shall be enti tlecl to attend the dis

trict school shall be deteroinecl by cul ti plying such enrollment 
(' ca.�.
,
city by the fraction which has for a numerator the school pop-

ulation of the me:nher muni cipa.li ty and wbi ch has for a d�o!i'ina.

tor the total school populntion of all the oe;:iber municipalities. 

For the purposes of this section 11 .school population" of a mo�ber 

rauni cipeli ty shall be defhied as the numlJer of pupi 1 s residing 

therein ,·rho were er.rolled in gra.cles one through tl'felve, inclusive, 

in any public, private or parochial school 1rherever located, on 

the preceding Octoberl. In the event that any member municipnli-
,-

ty does not fill its quota., t:1e a.va.ila.ble space shall be distri-

bu-ted to the remaining m�mber municipa.li ties or shall be availn.

bl(' for use by·tuition pupils from rimnicij:m.lities other than · 

the meaber·municipalities in a manner determined by a majorit.y 

vote of all the mem lJers of the ·cot:rrili ttee. 
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IN WITNFSS WUEP.EOF, tbis agreement ha.s been executed as of 

the 11th da.y of lfa.y ' 19 67 • 

U>WELL, DRACUT, DUNSTABLE, 
PEPPERELL .AND TYNGSBOROUGH 

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT PL\NNING BOARD 

cf-� I.� ; 

APPROVED: 

The Com:nom•real th of Massachusetts 
Itepartmc?t 

�
Education

ff'{ -t):,. ._ �\1- �. .. ... 
-

MAY 2 � 1967 

..... / 
./

i I 

I'-°:- i. /� /- .. ·,: .. �-:.� //./ /_/; .. ?,;,_".'I" _,.,. 

The Col!l!:lomreal th of Uassachusetts 
Emergency Finance Doard 

BY / ·\, , , ,.c<·v.2/. :(.;!.., _ ___-
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

) 
CITY OF LOWELL, ) 

Plalntlfl' ) 

v. ) 
) 

GREATER LOWELL TECHNICAL HIGH ) 
SCHOOL, TOWN OF DRACUT, TOWN ) 
OF TYNGSBOROUGH, AND TOWN OF ) 
DUNSTABLE, ) 

Defendants ) 

11 flf e Sib CONSENT DECREE 

C.A. No.1:14-CV-12664-IT

Upon agreement of the Parties after mediation in the above captioned matter, it is 

ORDERED and ADJUDGED that: 

1. The following language shall be stricken from Paragraph 1 of Section l(C) of the Greater

Lowell Technical High School's ("GLTHS") May 11, 1967 Agreement with Respect to

the Establishment of a Vocational Regional School District (Agreement):

a. Thereafter, in every year in which the tenn of office of a member expires, the

member town concerned shall, at its annual town election, elect member for a

tenn of three years. (Section 1 (C), Paragraph 1, Line 4-7);

b. . .. and thereafter the said city of Lowell, at every biennial election, shall elect a

member or members for a tenn of four years. (Section l(C), Paragraph 1, Line 16-

18).

2. The following language shall be added to Section 1 (C) of the Agreement, as the newly

designated Paragraph 2:



)..' Case 1:14-cv-12664-IT Document 42 Filed 06/03/15 Page 2 of 4 

a. Members elected by the towns of Dracut, Tyngsborough, and Dunstable to the

school committee in the 2015 town elections shall serve until the biennial election

of November 2018. Thereafter, all members of the regional district school

committee shall be elected through district-wide elections to be held at the

biennial state election. Candidates must be a resident of their member

municipality in order to hold that municipality's seat with the regional district

school committee. These election procedures shall be in accordance with M.G.L.

c. 71, § 14E(3). All members of the school committee shall serve four year terms.

Any reference in this Agreement to three year terms .shall be read to reflect that all 

school committee members will now serve four year terms. 

3. The former Paragraph 2 of Section l (C) of the Agreement shall now be designated

Paragraph 3 and shall be revised to state the following:

a. In the event that a member town is entitled to any additional member(s) after any

federal census is taken, the additional member(s) shall be elected for an initial

term of two years at the next available district-wide election to be held at the

biennial state election. The terms of all members representing such town

following the initial term of such additional member(s) shall be four years. If the

number of members to which a member town is entitled decreases after any

federal census is taken the term of office of any incumbent shall not be affected

thereby. If the city of Lowell is entitled to any additional member(s) after any

federal census is taken, the additional member(s) shall be elected for an initial

term of four years at the next available district-wide election to be held at the

biennial state election. The terms of all members representing the city of Lowell
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following the initial term of such additional member(s) shall be four years. If the 

number of member(s) to which the city of Lowell is entitled decreases after any 

federal census is taken the term of office of any incumbent shall not be affected 

thereby. 

b. The election of members to the school committee shall, to the extent practicable,

be staggered.

4. Section 1(0) of the Agreement shall be revised to state the following:

a. If a vacancy occurs among the members of the Interim Committee described in

subsection l(B), such vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original

appointment. If a vacancy occurs among the members representing the city of

Lowell under subsection I(C), the local school committee members of the said

city and the members of the city council, acting jointly, shall appoint a member to

serve until the next available district-wide election, at which election a successor

shall be elected to serve for the balance of the unexpired term, if any. If a vacancy

occurs among the members representing the town of Dracut under subsection

l(C), the members of the local school committee, the members of the board of

selectmen and the remaining member of the regional district school committee

from said town, acting jointly, shall appoint a member to serve until the next

available district-wide election, at which election a successor shall be elected to

serve for the balance of the unexpired term, if any. If a vacancy occurs among the

members representing any of the remaining towns under subsection l(C), the

members of the local school committee and the members of the board of

selectmen from the town involved, acting jointly, shall appoint a member to serve
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until the next available district-wide election, at which election a successor shall 

be elected to serve for the balance of the unexpired term, if any. 

5. This language shall be ratified by the board of selectmen and city council of the member

municipalities of the GLTHS School District at their next respective meetings.

6. Plaintiffs claims and Defendants' counterclaims shall be dismissed with prejudice.

SO ORDERED.

Dated: dLL/�·
Hon. Judge Talwani, 
U.S. District Court, District of Massachusetts 
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