
Questions?
If you have questions about the Women’s Health and 
Cancer Rights Act, please call the toll-free Member Service 
phone number on the back of your plan identification card.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Annual Women’s Health and  
Cancer Rights Act Notification
Dear Member:

In October 1998, the U.S. government enacted the federal 
Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act of 1998.

This law requires us to inform our plan members, each year, 
about major provisions of the law. These provisions require 
health plans that cover mastectomies to also cover (after any 
applicable deductible and coinsurance):

•	 All stages of reconstruction and surgery of the breast on 
which the mastectomy was performed.

•	 Surgery and reconstruction of the other breast to produce  
a symmetrical appearance.

•	 Prostheses.

•	 Treatment of physical complications of a mastectomy,  
including lymphedema.
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Association.
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or sex.

HMDES 
120 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222


