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Additional Instructors and Lecturers 2023-2024 

Paul Hooker, Lecturer in the Church's Ministry, DMin Program , and Certificate in Ministry, 
Retired , Hoschton, Georgia 

Dietrich Kirk, Lecturer in the MAYM Program , Executive Director, The Center for Youth Ministry Training 

Justin King, Lecturer in Biblical Studies, Faculty, Baylor University, Waco, Texas 

Gabriel Marcano, Lecturer in the Certificado en Ministerio Program, Pastor, Iglesia San Jose Obrero, ELCA, 
Houston, Texas 

Charles Mendenhall, Lecturer in the Certificate in Ministry Program , Retired, Austin , Texas 

Jorge Orozco, Lecturer in the Certificado en Ministerio Program, Austin, Texas 

David Puig-Jordan, Lecturer in the Certificado en Ministerio Program, Associate Pastor, Northwoods 
Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas 

Stephanie Rodriguez, Interim Dean of the Chapel, Bastrop, Texas 

Jason Santos, Lecturer in the MAYM Program, Pastor, Community Presbyterian Church, Lake City, Colorado 

Liz Theoharis, Lecturer in Christian Ethics, Director of the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social 
Justice & Co-Chair of the Poor People's Campaign, New York, New York 

David White, Lecturer in the DMin Program, The C. Ellis and Nancy Gribble Nelson Professor Emeritus of 
Christian Education and Professor Emeritus of Methodist Studies, Austin, Texas 

Supervisors in the Practice of Ministry 2023-2024 

Tracey Fletcher, pastor, First St. Peter AME, Stone Mountain, Georgia 

Matt Gaventa, pastor, University Presbyterian Church, Austin, Texas 

Thom Lamb, pastor, Grace Presbyterian Church, Temple, Texas 

Shawn McCain, rector, Resurrection Anglican Church, Austin, Texas 

Elizabeth McLean, pastor, First Presbyterian Church , Austin, Texas 

B.W. Mcclendon, pastor, St. James Missionary Baptist Church , Austin , Texas 

Emily Owen, pastor, Hyde Park Presbyterian Church , Austin , Texas 

Josh Robinson , pastor, Hope Presbyterian Church , Austin , Texas 

Jill Williams , pastor, Covenant Presbyterian Church , Austin , Texas 

Mary Wilson, director, ChrysalisQ, Austin , Texas 
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Jose R. Irizarry 

President 

Sean Watkins 

Associate Dean of 
Lifelong Learning 

Mary Blick Wall 

Assistant Dean for Academic 
Affairs and Registrar 

Administrators 

Margaret Aymer 

Vice President for Academic 

Affairs and Dean of Faculty 

Sarah Gaventa 

Dean of Students 

Melissa Wiginton 

Vice President for Strategic 
Engagement and Partnerships 

Sarah Allen 

Assoc Dean of Ministerial 

Formation and Advanced Studies 

Jorge D. Herrera 

Dean of Admissions and 
Enrollment Management 

Heather Zdancewicz 

Vice President for Finance 
and Administration 

Ryan Arnold 

Vice President for 

Institutional Advancement 

Kristy Sorensen 
Associate Dean, Library and 

Learning Services 

Andrew Zirschky 

Director of the 

MA YM Program 
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Administration 

Office of the President 

President ....................................................................................................................................... Jose R. Irizarry 
Chief of Staff ............................................................................................................................ Mona Santandrea 
Human Resources Generalist .................................................................................................. Kimberly Godfrey 

Office of the Academic Dean 

Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty .............. .......................................... Margaret Aymer 
Executive Assistant to the Academic Dean ............ ............................................................... Alison Riemersma 
Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs and Registrar ................................................................... Mary Blick Wall 
Associate Dean of Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies ................................... Sarah Demarest Allen 
Program Coordinator for Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies ....................................... Penny Baker 
Associate Dean, Library & Learning Services ............................................................................... Kristy K. Sorensen 
Assistant Director, Library & Learning Services ........................................................................ John L. Vinke Ill 
Access and Instruction Librarian .......................................................................................... David E. Schmersal 
Learning Technologies Librarian , Archives and Records Manager ................................................ Rodrigo Leal 
Learning Specialist ........................................................................................................................ Alan Constant 

Office of Enrollment Management 

Dean of Admissions and Enrollment Management ....................................................................... J. D. Herrera 
Admissions Associate/Director of Financial Aid ....................................................................... William C. West Sr. 
Recruitment Associate ................................................................................................................ Andrew Frazier 
Recruitment Associate ...... ........ ........ ........ ........ ................................................................................. Rykie Marx 
Program Coordinator ...................................................................................................................... Penny Baker 

Office of Finance and Administration 

Vice President for Finance and Administration .............. ................................................... Heather Zdancewicz 
Administrative Assistant, Finance and Administration .............. .............................................. Estela Sifuentes 
Director of Auxiliary Enterprises .................................................................................................. Sarah Gomez 
Director of Financial Services ......................................................................................... Michael H. Castleberry 
Staff Accountant ........................................................................................................................... Rick E. Carlson 
Director of Information Technology ............................................................................................. Michael Pence 
Associate Director of Information Technology ............ ..................................................................... David Perry 
IT Technician .............................................................................. .................................................. James Eskridge 
Campus Auxiliary Enterprises Assistant .............................................................................................................. . 
Director of Physical Plant .................................................................................................................. John Everett 
Maintenance Supervisor ................................................................................................................. David P. Hill 
Service Technician ..................................................................................................................... Danny Contreras 
Maintenance Staff ...................................................................................................................... Rodrigo Rosales 
Service Technician ........................................................................................................................ Johnny Rogerio 
Housekeeper .................................................................................................................................. Adriana Surita 
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Administration 

Center for Lifelong Learning 

Associate Dean of Lifelong Learning ............................................................................................. Sean Watkins 
Program Coordinator ................................................................................................................ Mikala McFerren 
Director of Latino/a Programs ..................................................................................................... M6nica Tornoe 

Office of Institutional Advancement 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement ................................................................................. Ryan Arnold 
Director of Advancement Services ...................................................................................................... JR Barden 
Director of Alumni Relations .... ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ........................................................ Gary R. Mathews 
Director of Development .. ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ............................................... Judy Matetzschk-Campbell 
Associate for Advancement Services ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ..................................................... Selina Aguirre 
Associate for Donor Relations ................................................................................................ Sharon Sandberg 
Associate Director of Development ......... ........ ........ ........ ........ ........................................................................... . 

Office of Student Affairs and Vocation 

Dean of Students ....... ........ ........ ........ ........ .......................... ...... ....................................... Sarah Kinney Gaventa 
Senior Associate, Student Affairs and Communications .............................................................. Usama Malik 

Office of Strategic Engagement and Partnerships 

Vice President for Strategic Engagement and Partnerships .................................................. Melissa Wiginton 
Director of Communications ............................................................................................................................... . 
Associate Director for Marketing and Communications ...................................................................... Jeff Sanchez 
Senior Associate, Student Affairs and Communications .............................................................. Usama Malik 
Director of Congregational Innovation ............................................................................................... Phil Dieke 
Assistant Director of Congregational Innovation .............................................................................. Jade Evans 
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Austin Seminary Association 

Purpose 
Austin Seminary Association (ASA), under the auspices of the Office of Institutional Advancement, ex­

ists to communicate, advocate, care, and connect at the intersection of Austin Seminary's mission and Aus­
tin Seminary's alumni. 

All graduates are, by definition, members of the Association. Others are encouraged to become mem­
bers by declaration of intent to support the Seminary and the Austin Seminary Association. 

The ASA Board members are representative of over 2,250 alumni/ae representing 49 states and more 
than 30 countries throughout the world. Board members and officers take office at the beginning of each 
academic year, July,. They serve one three-year term and may be eligible for reelection for a second term, 
after which one year must elapse before they are eligible for another election. 

Board membership shall be represented by alumni across the country and shall reflect the full expres­
sion of the rich diversity of the alumni base. Members of the Board shall be chosen based on their commit­
ment to, concern for, and knowledge of the mission and purpose of Austin Seminary Association. 

The Association Board ordinarily holds two meetings a year, in September and January. Other meetings 
are called at the discretion of the Executive Committee. The annual luncheon and meeting of the Associa­
tion is usually held during Midwinter Lectures. 

ASA Awards for Service 

Austin Seminary Association Awards are presented annually to persons who have distinguished them­
selves through service to the church. Since the inception of the program of awards, the following persons 
have been honored: 

1975 Barton W. Freeland, Jack S. Hodges, Henry W. Quinius Jr., Glenn A. Railsback 
1976 Stuart D. Currie (posthumously), J. Martin Singleton, Elsworth "Pete" Wright 
1977 John F. Anderson Jr., T. Hardie Bowman, Rachel Henderlite, John R. Williams 
1978 john R. Blue, Catherine M. Sautter, Harry B. Wood 
1979 jack C. Hunnicutt, R. William Jablonowski Jr., T. Watson Street 
1980 Jimmie T. Clark, john F. Jansen, Charles L. King 
1981 jack K. Bennett, Robert B. Trull, Prescott H. Williams Jr. 
1982 W. Eugene March, E. Otis Moore, john W. Smiley 
1983 Joe M. Brown, James W. Mosley 
1984 Harvard A. Anderson, Charles R. Gibbs, Earl B. Wiggins 
1985 James E. Andrews, C. Ellis Nelson, j. Allen Smith 
1986 Thomas W. Currie Jr., Felix W. Keys Jr., Patricia Mcclurg 
1987 Guadalupe M. Armendariz, Michael N. Miller, john R. Shell 
1988 William j. Fogleman, Ida Nell Forbes 
1989 Edward Dixon Junkin, Genevieve R. Luna, john Arthur Shute 
1990 James E. Fogartie, Shirley H. Howard, W. Frank McElroy Jr., G. William Murray, William F. Pruitt, 

Walter D. Shepard, William C. Washburn 
1991 F. Clark Williams, Flynn V. Long Jr. 
1992 Mary E. Gaines, George S. Heyer Jr., C. Keith Wright 
1993 Prentice H. Barnett, Walter A. Bennett, Judy Record Fletcher, Carroll L. Pickett 
1994 William McIntire Gould Jr., Benjamin F. Gutierrez, john R. Hendrick, David L. Stitt 
1995 Sam McDowell Junkin, jerry R. Tompkins 
1996 Don Alan Farquhar, Neil M. Weatherhogg 
1997 Lynn Tilghman Johnson, Joseph L. Turner 
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Austin Seminary Association 

ASA Awards for Service, cont ... 

1998 Walter M. Crofton, Frank Diaz 
1999 Exell L. Coon, Elizabeth Johnson-Pense, James A. Wharton 
2000 Fane Downs, John R. Evans, John Ed Withers 
2001 Michael F. Murray, Phineas Washer 
2002 Robert H. Bullock Jr., Cynthia Weeks Logan, Jack L. Stotts 
2003 Priscilla A. Abbott, G. Thomas Huser, Louis H. Zbinden Jr. 
2004 Thomas W. Currie Ill, Bobbi Kaye Jones, Charles Brooks Partee 
2005 William K. Hedrick, Frank B. Walker Jr., Eugenia Hopper Zavaleta 
2006 Lydia Hernandez, Hans-Richard Nevermann 
2007 James R. Miles, Jan W. Owen 
2008 Alfred W. Morgan, Ralph L. Person 
2009 Marvin C. Griffin, Robert D. Lively 
2010 Laura C. Mendenhall, Clinton Clark Rabb 
2011 Carlos E. Ham, Gilley G. Richardson 
2012 Ruben Pacillas Armendariz, Judith M. Henderson 
2013 Helen Locklear, John M. McCoy Jr., Gregory D. McDonell 
2014 James W. Dollar, Melinda A. Veatch, Miles H. White 
2015 Michael J. Cole, Cheryl A. Kirk-Duggan, John D. Williams, 
2016 Rebecca Reyes, William 0. Walker 
2017 James Hickson Lee (posthumously), Sharon Ann Risher, 

Clarence Deleon "C. D." Weaver 
2018 Valerie Bridgeman, David P. Gambrell 
2019 Patricia K. Tull, Sallie Sampsell Watson 
2020 Carol Howard Merritt, Dick Powell Jr. 
2021 Cynthia Kohlmann, Steven Miller 
2022 Martha Sadongei, Fred Tulloch 
2023 Nancy Chester Mccranie 
2024 Theodore Foote Jr., Anne Simpson Pardington, William C. Poe 



131 

CONTACTING THE SEMINARY 

Seminary offices are open from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, September through May. 
Office hours are modified during the summer months. 

Telephone: 512-404-4800 or 800-777-6127 
Admissions: 512-404-4800 or 800-241-1085 

admissions@austinseminary.edu 
FAX: 512-479-0738 

All individual employee Austin Seminary email addresses follow the same format: 
firstinitiallastname@austinseminary.edu ie: Karl Barth= kbarth@austinseminary.edu 

• Academic matters: Margaret Aymer, Vtce President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty 

• Admission to all programs of study: / D Herrera, Dean of Admissions and Enrollment Management 

• Administrative and financial affairs: Heather Zdancew,cz, Vice President for Finance and Administration 

• Certificate in Ministry programs: Sean Watkins, Associate Dean of Lifelong Learning 

• Doctor of Ministry program: Sarah Allen, Associate Dean of Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies 

• Financial aid: William West Sr., Director of Financial Aid 

• General matters including faculty, board of trustees, and Seminary policies: Jose R. Irizarry, President 

• Gifts to the Seminary: Ryan Arnold, Vice President of Institutional Advancement 

• Guest rooms and facilities reservations: Sarah Gomez, Director of Auxiliary Enterprises 

• Housing for students: Usama Malik, Senior Associate, Student Affairs and Communications 

• Library: Kristy Sorensen, Associate Dean, Library 6{ Learning Services 

• Marketing and publicity: Jeff Sanchez, Associate Director for Marketing and Communications 

• Ministerial formation, Supervised Practice of Ministry, occasional pulpit supply: Sarah Allen, Associate 
Dean of Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies 

• Publications and the website: Jeff Sanchez, Associate Director for Marketing and Communications 

• Student needs and concerns, vocation, ecclesiastical relations, and placement: Sarah Kinney Caventa, 
Dean of Students 

• Transcripts and enrollment verifications: Mary Blick Wall, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs and Registrar 




