Monroe County Middle School
Writing Policy

The following responsibilities outline the role of the administrators, teachers and students in supporting the school writing policy. The principal shall
communicate and monitor implementation of the responsibilities. The school council shall revisit this policy annually.

Administration Responsibilities
e Ensure that all teachers are adequately trained to implement and score different types of writings while providing descriptive feedback.
e Ensure that all teachers are familiar with the RACE writing strategy, SPAM, and the MCMS Writing Scoring Rubric early in the school year at all grade
levels.
e Oversee the collection and movement of Writing In Progress (WIP) folders.
e Provide professional development and resources to help support and improve writing within the school.

Teacher Responsibilities
® Include the three types of writing (to learn, to demonstrate learning and for publication) during classroom instruction.
Provide opportunities for students to publish written work both within and outside of school.
Guide students in the development of authentic, polished writing pieces for the Writing In Progress (WIP) folder.
Model and practice the RACE writing strategy with students to answer extended response questions to demonstrate learning on a regular basis.
Provide regular opportunities for students to practice on demand writing.
Individual and descriptive feedback on student writing is required. Feedback may be in the form of conferencing, discussions and/or rubrics.
Provide a balanced assessment approach (formative, summative, etc..) to monitor and lead student learning.

Student Responsibilities
® Apply criteria of MCMS Writing Scoring Rubric when completing on-demand writings and publications.
e Ensure that written work is their own, avoiding plagiarism.
e Complete grade level Writing In Progress (WIP) folder requirements.



Writing Progressions Based on Writing Standards

**For more in depth details refer to Kentucky Academic Standards

Grade Argumentative Pieces Informative/Explanatory Narratives Research Projects
Level Pieces
6" Grade | Write arguments to support Write informative/explanatory Write narratives to develop real Conduct short research projects to
Students | claims with clear reasons and texts to examine a topic and or imagined experiences or answer a question, drawing on
will relevant evidence. convey ideas, concepts, and events using effective technique, | several sources and refocusing the
b a. Introduce claim(s) and organize | information through the relevant descriptive details, and inquiry when appropriate.

the reasons and evidence clearly.
b. Support claim(s) with clear
reasons and relevant evidence,
using credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding
of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and
clauses to clarify the relationships
among claim(s) and reasons.

d. Establish and maintain a formal
style.

e. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from the
argument presented.

selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize
ideas, concepts, and information,
using strategies such as
definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and
cause/effect; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
charts, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding
comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant
facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other
information and examples.

c. Use appropriate transitions to
clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to
inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal
style.

f. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from the
information or explanation
presented.

well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader
by establishing a context and
introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event
sequence that unfolds naturally
and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such
as dialogue, pacing, and
description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or
characters.

c. Use a variety of transition
words, phrases, and clauses to
convey sequence and signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to
another.

d. Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to convey
experiences and events.

e. Provide a conclusion that
follows from the narrated
experiences or events.

Gather relevant information from
multiple print and digital sources;
assess the credibility of each
source; and quote or paraphrase
the data and conclusions of others
while avoiding plagiarism and
providing basic bibliographic
information for sources.

Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 6 Reading
standards to literature (e.g.,
"Compare and contrast texts in
different forms or genres [e.g.,
stories and poems; historical
novels and fantasy stories] in
terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics").

b. Apply grade 6 Reading
standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g., "Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claimsin a
text, distinguishing claims that are
supported by reasons and
evidence from claims that are
not").




7™ Grade

Write arguments to support
claims with clear reasons and

Write informative/explanatory

Write narratives to develop real

Conduct short research projects to

Students texts to examine a topic and or imagined experiences or answer a question, drawing on
will relevant evidence. convey ideas, concepts, and events using effective technique, | several sources and generating
i a. Introduce claim(s), information through the relevant descriptive details, and additional related, focused
acknowledge alternate or selection, organization, and well-structured event sequences. | questions for further research and
opposing claims, and organize the | analysis of relevant content. a. Engage and orient the reader investigation.
reasons and evidence logically. a. Introduce a topic clearly, by establishing a context and
b. Support claim(s) with logical previewing what is to follow; point of view and introducing a Gather relevant information from
reasoning and relevant evidence, | organize ideas, concepts, and narrator and/or characters; multiple print and digital sources,
using accurate, credible sources information, using strategies such | organize an event sequence that | Using search terms effectively;
and demonstrating an as definition, classification, unfolds naturally and logically. assess the credibility and accuracy
understanding of the topic or comparison/ contrast, and b. Use narrative techniques, such | ©f each source; and quote or
text. cause/effect; include formatting | as dialogue, pacing, and paraphrase the data and
c. Use words, phrases, and (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., description, to develop conclusions of others while
clauses to create cohesion and charts, tables), and multimedia experiences, events, and/or avoiding plagiarism and following a
clarify the relationships among when useful to aiding characters. standard format for citation.
claim(s), reasons, and evidence. comprehension. c. Use a variety of transition b i ; it
d. Establish and maintain a formal | b. Develop the topic with relevant | words, phrases, and clauses to . :caw evtl. enclei r(tmjc terary otr
style. facts, definitions, concrete convey sequence and signal shifts " olrm.a |or]1|a sx > 1o Zuppor h
e. Provide a concluding statement | details, quotations, or other from one time frame or setting to anz y5|ls, re :c ;0':' a;_ research.
or section that follows from and information and examples. another. a. Apply gra ? eaaing
. . . standards to literature (e.g.,
supports the argument c. Use appropriate transitions to d. Use precise words and phrases, e q trast a fictional
presented. create cohesion and clarify the relevant descriptive details, and otmparle ?n tFon rals afictiona
relationships among ideas and sensory language to capture the portrayal ot a 'm?’ P ?ce, or
. . character and a historical account
concepts. action and convey experiences fth 'od ¢
d. Use precise language and and events. ° q € stam; pe;lo as ihmean: °
domain-specific vocabulary to e. Provide a conclusion that u'n ‘ers anding Now :.:\u olrls °
. . . fiction use or alter history").
inform about or explain the topic. | follows from and reflects on the b. Abp| de 7 Readi
e. Establish and maintain a formal | narrated experiences or events. -APply gra ? ea mg. .
style standards to literary nonfiction
f. Provide a concluding statement (e.g. "Trace and eva‘IL.Jate Fhe .
or section that follows from and argument and specific claims in a
. . text, assessing whether the
supports the information or T
explanation presented reasoning is sound and the
' evidence is relevant and sufficient
to support the claims").
8t Grade | Write arguments to support Write informative/explanatory Write narratives to develop real Conduct short research projects to

claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence

texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the

or imagined experiences or
events using effective technique,

answer a question (including a
self-generated question), drawing
on several sources and generating




Students
will
write...

a. Introduce claim(s),
acknowledge and distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and organize the
reasons and evidence logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence,
using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or
text.

c. Use words, phrases, and
clauses to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons,
and evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal
style.

e. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from and
supports the argument
presented.

selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly,
previewing what is to follow;
organize ideas, concepts, and
information into broader
categories; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
charts, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding
comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with
relevant, well-chosen facts,
definitions, concrete details,
guotations, or other information
and examples.

c. Use appropriate and varied
transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to
inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal
style.

f. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from and
supports the information or
explanation presented.

relevant descriptive details, and
well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader
by establishing a context and
point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such
as dialogue, pacing, description,
and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or
characters.

c. Use a variety of transition
words, phrases, and clauses to
convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to
another, and show the
relationships among experiences
and events.

d. Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the
action and convey experiences
and events.

e. Provide a conclusion that
follows from and reflects on the
narrated experiences or events.

additional related, focused
guestions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration.

Gather relevant information from
multiple print and digital sources,
using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.

Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 8 Reading
standards to literature (e.g.,
"Analyze how a modern work of
fiction draws on themes, patterns
of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible,
including describing how the
material is rendered new").

b. Apply grade 8 Reading
standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a
text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient;
recognize when irrelevant
evidence is introduced").




