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CHOIR HoLDS ITS ANNUAL PANCAKE SERENADE

By ZOE BELKNAP
GUEST CUB REPORTER

Bright and early on Saturday
September 9th, every choir in the
John Burroughs High School VMA
put on a fabulous performance in
the quad as apart of Pancake Ser-
enade to fundraise for the rest of
the year that included a sneak pre-
view of each choir’s Burroughs on
Broadway set, delicious pancakes,
and a whole lot of fun!

Sound Waves, our mixed in-
termediate choir, started the show
out with a bang performing the
songs “If Music Be the Food of
Love,” and “Bikini Bottom Day.”
The classical piece “If Music Be
the Food of Love” will be includ-
ed as a part of Sound Waves’ larg-
er classical set performed at the
VMA'’s Fall Festival later this year.
Their second song “Bikini Bottom
Day” is from the 2016 musical
Spongebob Squarepants based on
the Nickelodeon show of the same
name. In October, Sound Waves
will perform a few other selections
along with “Bikini Bottom Day” in
Burroughs on Broadway.

Then, the Decibelles, the all
female intermediate choir, sang
two of their own songs. Because
the Decis are performing pieces
from the 1959 musical Once Upon
a Mattress in BOB (Burroughs on
Broadway), their first piece was the
song “An Opening for a Princess",
the opening number in Once Upon
a Mattress. They also performed
a piece that is a part of their larg-
er classical set in Gaelic entitled,
“The Quiet Land of Erin.”

The award winning mixed ad-
vanced choir Powerhouse was up
next performing two pieces. One
is an incredibly stunning classical
piece titled “Sing Me To Heaven.”
The other piece was a beautiful
rendition of the song “Facade”
from the musical Jekyll and Hyde.

That song, along with many
others, will be performed in Pow-
erhouse’s Burroughs on Broadway
set starring Mauricio Lara and Em-
erson Riley.

After Powerhouse, the VMA’s
two elite a capella groups each per-
formed one song. Muses, made up
of members of Sound Sensations,
performed a staggering rendition

of “Paradise” by Coldplay with
soloists Sadie Beal and Melanie
Fierro. Powerhouse’s a capella
group Neochromatics followed
by performing a dazzling cover of
Mariah Carey’s “Always Be My
Baby” with soloists Cruz Martin
and Kelly Hagan.

To close out the show, Sound
Sensations performed two show
stopping songs. Sound Sensations
is the all female advanced choir
and this October, they will be per-
forming songs from the 2016 mu-
sical The Prom starring Sadie Beal
and Rosalie Marmo. As a sneak
peak, they performed “Love Thy
Neighbor” from The Prom starring
soloists Indigo Kennedy and Autry
Rozendal. They then performed a
stunning rendition of the classical
piece “Crossing the Bar” based on
the poem of the same name by Al-
fred Lord Tennyson.

In between the performances
by each of the choirs, members of
Powerhouse performed Broadway
solos and duets of their choice.
Some stand-out performances
among this stellar group were Lana
Dadekian and Silas Schultz singing
“Suddenly Seymore” from Little
Shop of Horrors and Maurico Lara
singing “Run Away With Me” from
The Mad Ones.

But, even though the students
are all very talented, the real star
of the show was the delicious pan-
cakes. The pancakes served on
Saturday morning were generous-
ly made by VMA parents from the
homemade buttermilk pancake rec-
ipe that was once used by Barron’s
Family Restaurant. Both the reg-
ular and junior portions included
pancakes, sausages, orange juice,
and coffee kindly provided by the
Ugly Mug here in Burbank.

Pancake Serenade is a unique
show because it is much more ca-
sual than the other JBHS VMA
performances. Unlike Burroughs
on Broadway or Pop Show, this
production includes a lot more of
the JBHS’s fabulous choir director
Brendan Jennings talking to the au-
dience and filling pancake-eaters in
on the choir’s progress at this point
in the year.

For example, each choir began
their section of the show with a few

vocal warm ups that they do each
day in class. While some were just
fun phrases to practice diction like
“Peter Piper picked a peck of pick-
led peppers...” others showed off
the music theory skills of the stu-
dents. For example, Powerhouse
sang a chromatic scale, something
each choir class has been working
on to familiarize themselves with
the more technical aspects of sing-
ing chorally.

Not only is the Pancake Ser-
enade a performance to show off
student’s hard work, but it is also
a huge fundraiser. The money from
the pancakes and merchandise sold
all goes directly back into the pro-
gram. This money goes to helping

support the wide-ranging efforts
of the VMA as a whole in regards
to their shows, competitions, trav-
el, enrichment opportunities, and
more.

All in all, the JBHS VMA once
again put on a wonderful show.
Anyone who came can tell you that
each choir made a wonderful first
impression for this year (and of
course that they ate some delicious
pancakes). If you couldn’t make
it to Pancake Serenade, be sure to
come see Burroughs On Broadway
on October 20th, 21st, and 22nd for
incredible performances all around
from these national award winning
choirs!
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ALUMNI ON BRoOADWAY KicKS OFF A GREAT YEAR

By MiAa DAMIANI
CUB REPORTER

Coming back strong after sum-
mer, The John Burroughs High
School Vocal Music Association
put on another spectacular perfor-
mance this year, Alumni on Broad-
way. The beloved event brought
old and new members of the choir
back together on stage in a beau-
tiful collaboration that showcased
the never-ending community spirit
of Burroughs’ Vocal Music Associ-
ation.

The show took place in the au-
ditorium and was on the first Sat-
urday of the return from school,
August 19th 2023. The students
clearly put in lots of time and effort
over summer to make this show
happen so quickly into the school
year. They were required to attend
several rehearsals over the last two
weeks of summer.

The dynamic duo, Cindy and
Cooper  Baldwin, memorably
opened up the show with a colorful
pirate skit. They were outstanding
hosts who displayed lots of charis-

ma while introducing each act.

One key moment of the show
was Mr. Jennings’ solo perfor-
mance of “Now” by Jonathan
Groff. The song conveyed extreme
emotional honesty about how aw-
ful it feels to go through a break-
up. The choir director’s spiritual
performance took the audience by
surprise and stole the show.

Jenny Stratton, the mastermind
behind Burroughs on Broadway,
made a passionate tribute to the
Carole King musical Beautiful
with her performance of “I Feel
The Earth Move” featuring the
Powerhouse Choir. Junior, Hratch
Kitsinian, recalled the performance
as his favorite moment of the show,
“Jenny was just an awesome per-
former, she actually interacted with
us while we were dancing which
was a really cool add-on to the
show.”

Senior Caleb Perez also cited
the tribute as a memorable moment
for him, stating “Before this show,
I’ve really never seen her perform
or had the opportunity to share a

stage with her, so it was a lot of fun
to do that for our first show of the
year.”

Alumni on Broadway did an
exceptional job of featuring a wide
variety of different genres of mu-
sical, from performing the classics
like, “All That Jazz” from Chica-
go featuring the Alumni Dance
Ensemble, to newer material like
“Get Down” from Six featuring
The Decibelles Choir.

Sound Sensations Choir put on
a colorful performance of “I Got
Rhythm” from An American in
Paris. Their flashy 70s-disco out-
fits and sharp dance moves trans-
formed the stage into a whirlwind
of peace and love.

The show illustrated families
that have generations of Bur-
roughs Choir performers. Cierra
Arroyo and her mom, Serena Ar-
royo ,shared a powerful moment
on stage together with their per-
formance of “Apex Predator” from
Mean Girls. While Cierra Arroyo
is currently a Junior in Powerhouse
Choir, her mom was the VMA

President years ago.

Sound Waves brought Dr.
Seus’ whimsical vision to life with
their performance of “Amayzing
Mayzie” from Seussical. Chore-
ographer of Decibelles and Sound
Waves choirs, Shannon Ary, led the
number with an astonishing solo
in an eye-catching red dress with
wings.

Former VMA President Kaylor
Toronto, who is now on his way to
Harvard University, made an ap-
pearance at Alumni on Broadway
with a touching solo performance.

Senior Kelly Hagan, who has
been in Powerhouse for three
years, reflected on her favorite act,
“I loved performing in ‘Breathe’
from In the Heights. 1 got to per-
form with two of my old choreog-
rapher’s from middle school, so it
was a full circle moment.”

Alumni on Broadway was a
magical night of reconnection and
celebration of JBHS VMA history.

FRESHMAN LINK CREW ORIENTATION DAYS

BY VALENTINA VICTORIA
CuB REPORTER

During the summer, all in-
coming Freshmen are scheduled
to attend orientation two weeks
before school starts. Orientations
take place over two days where
the Freshmen are assigned on one
of those two days. All Link Crew
leaders begin by calling incoming
Freshmen to introduce themselves
and give students a personal invi-
tation to orientation, they will also
provide a brief description and
details on what to expect on their
designated day. They make sure to
do this prior so students feel bet-
ter about meeting someone new,
and assure them that they are there
to make their transition into high
school go smoothly.

Link Crew is a high school
transition program that provides
support to Freshmen in their first
year of high school. Link Crew
leaders and mentors are composed
of upperclassmen (Juniors and Se-
niors) who are compassionate and
are there to make students feel their
best and most importantly comfort-
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able in entering a new school and
beginning a new journey.

Orientation day began at
8:00AM and ended roughly around
noon. The day started with students
getting a warm welcome and then
being directed to the gym where
they were also able to meet some
of the staff and do some activities
while other students were arriving.
All students met with their Link
Crew leader who they got to know
on a call a few days prior and then
put them into groups to begin their
day.

Students were then assigned to
a group, these groups also all have
a theme which makes it fun for
students; themes such as Hawai-
ian, Western, or Princess theme,
all students get props to wear for
the day. For the next 2-3 hours
students got a tour of the campus,
getting to know their group leader
and fellow classmates. By showing
the students where everything is at,
this gives students a sense of confi-
dence that they will be able to use
when school begins.

Students then got their schedule

and changed it if needed by seeing
their counselor. After, it's a trip to
the library where they got their at
home textbooks.

When they finished getting
their books and taking the tour it,
was time for lunch, where students
got to enjoy some pizza with their
group and mingle with friends and
other students. After lunch, their
day came to an end.

Most Freshmen enter high
school with the jitters, some might
be nervous, some might be scared,
or some just might be excited to
begin this new chapter of their life;
but what makes students feel a lit-
tle more at ease is having a Link
Crew leader that will be there to
guide them every step of the way.
For the rest of the school year stu-
dents will keep in touch with their
Link Crew group and leader and
will meet up from time to time
during AE. This will ensure that
students will always have answers
to their questions or just check in
with other classmates and leaders
to ensure that their year is off to a
good start and going well.
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NEW CLASS: AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES

BY STEPHANIE HERNANDEZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

This year, John Burroughs High
School and approximately 800 oth-
er high schools are piloting the AP
African American Studies course,
which has been in development for
over ten years. An interdisciplinary
course regarding the culture, arts
humanities, and history of Afri-
can Americans, this course acts
as a history class and as a skillful
introduction to African American
studies.

Taught by the JBHS AP Psy-
chology teacher Mr. Hatch, this
first period course is open to upper-
classmen. On his wants and goals
for this class, he explains “My goal
for this class is to dispel some of
the notions that we have about
African history and African Amer-
icans. It’s also to have students
better understand the history of
a group of people who have been
underrepresented in our curriculum
and to give all students a better pic-

ture of the experience of African
Americans.” On who this course
is targeted towards, Mr. Hatch
explains, “Everyone. I encourage
everyone to take this course and to
really experience the curriculum.”

As a pilot program, the College
Board’s Advanced Placement Pro-
gram is relying on Burroughs and
hundreds of other high schools in
the U.S. to provide feedback on the
course. As Mr. Hatch puts it, “We
are making history.”

With no prerequisites, any in-
terested upperclassman may sign
up for this class next school year.
Though it's currently only one pe-
riod, Mr. Hatch notes that he would
love to teach several periods of this
course in the following years.

Split into four units, students
learn about the African Diaspora’s
origin, enslavement and resistance,
the freedom and reconstruction
of Black Americans, and mod-
ern movements. Though this is an
Advanced Placement course, and

therefore will be more difficult
than a regular high school ethnic
studies class, the class is designed
to focus more on the experience
and curriculum, rather than having
students focus on a grade.

The course, which is largely dis-
cussion and project-based, teaches
students the skills to identify con-
nections between communities, an-
alyze differing perspectives using a
large variety of disciplines, as well
as demonstrate an understanding
and appreciation for the diversi-
ty of African American culture in
both modern and ancient times.

Senior Ainsley Ghaman, a
current student in the AP African
American Studies course, explains
her excitement regarding the new
class. “I know that Mr. Hatch is a
great teacher from having him for
AP Psychology, so I’'m excited to
have him again. He’s done a lot of
hard work preparing for this class
and I think that we’ll learn a lot of
history that no other class is able or

willing to teach us.”

Paris Tesfu, another Burroughs
Senior in the class, stated “I’m su-
per excited to further my education
through this class! I’'m very grate-
ful that AP African American stud-
ies is available at Burroughs. It’s
an important class that everyone
should take. To me, this is more
than an educational course. It’s an
experience in which students can
gain exposure to a culture that has
largely been ignored.”

On a similar note, Senior Mia
Damiani adds "I feel like this class
is important for everyone. I took
this class in order to educate my-
self and really learn a fuller picture
of history."

If you would like to donate ma-
terials, such as textbooks or novels,
to the AP African American studies
course, please visit Mr. Hatch’s
room 2327 for more details.

Go Bears!

NEW CLASS: DATA SCIENCE

By CoZETTE TORRES
CuB REPORTER

Starting this year, John Bur-
roughs High School will now be
offering students a new math class
for 1st and 3rd period: Data Sci-
ence! Taught by Mr. Brinton, one
of our many amazing math teach-
ers, as well as a coach for the Boys'
Volleyball team, this class will be
“a three-prong combination of
statistics, computer programming,
and substantial investigative re-
porting.”

The Data Science class pro-
vides students an introduction
to numerous skills that are high-
ly sought after in today's world
where data impacts everyone’s life.
Whether you're a numbers aficio-
nado, an aspiring investigator, or
simply curious about the world of
data, the new Data Science class is
your chance to explore this fasci-
nating field and equip yourself with
valuable skills for the future.

Unlike other math classes, Data
Science has an emphasis on writing
instead of working with numbers.
This class does not give students
tests and is instead geared more

towards teaching students how to
analyze data critically. Students
will be able to apply the concepts
they learn in class to real-world
scenarios by doing projects and
journaling.

The class will also teach stu-
dents the fundamentals of data
science, from the basics of data
collection and analysis to an intro-
duction to computer programming
and statistics. Students will col-
laboratively explore and analyze
real-world data sets.

This class is the perfect oppor-
tunity for students to start preparing
for potential AP math classes such
as AP Statistics. Data Science acts
like a stepping stone towards those
kinds of classes, or what could be
considered a “pre-AP class.”

Mr. Brinton said, “[I’'m] very
excited about teaching a nontradi-
tional math course and it’s a big
turn from what a traditional class
has been doing for math year after
year.”

The new course will be offered
to students who have passed Alge-
bra 2 and are looking to continue
their math related studies.

One might consider taking this
class as data becomes more vital in
the workforce, and many compa-
nies look for employees who have
experience with data sciences.

However, choosing to learn
about data science goes beyond
having something to add to your
resume. Developing a curious
mind can also help students grow
as people in a society that values
critical thinking, and knowing how
to navigate the world with a dis-
cerning eye.

Mr. Brinton detailed that any
teacher with a basic math teaching
certification can be able to teach
Data Science, which brings up the
possibility of perhaps another math

teacher joining this curriculum in
the following years.

JBHS is not the only high
school in California to be intro-
ducing a Data Science class this
year. Carolyn Jones (2018) writes
in Edsource’s ‘Big Data’ Class-
es A Big Hit in California High
Schools, “About 30 high schools
in California have started offering
data science classes for juniors and
seniors, in some cases as an alter-
native to Algebra 2.”

The new Data Science class
opens the doors for students to the
countless opportunities the new
future offers. So, let's embrace the
power of data and join the Data
Science class!
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BY ELIZABETH BROWNGARDT
CuUB REPORTER

This school year, Mr. Knoop re-
turns to our Burroughs campus as
Principal Knoop! Just less than two
years ago, he was the Assistant Prin-
cipal here at JBHS and went through
all four offices. The school is thrilled
to have him back to lead us through
the school year.

Prior to being our Principal, he
was also a Campus Supervisor, Foot-
ball, and Track Coach at Burroughs.
He was additionally the Assistant
Principal at Burroughs for over eight
years. Mr. Knoop explained that he's
a Principal because of the teachers.
“The teachers need somebody that
understands how hard their job is.”
He also loves the student body, and
watching as JBHS students grow into
dynamic young adults.

Mr. Knoop is a Burbank local. He
attended Edison Elementary School,
Dolores Huerta Middle School, and
also Burroughs! In high school, he

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NICOLE

By CHASE KARDOSH
CuB REPORTER

Burroughs welcomes a brand new
staff member to campus, Assistant
Principal of Student Services Nicole
Cody. Born September 18th, Nicole
is a Los Angeles native who went to
school at Birmingham High School
in Van Nuys.

At Birmingham High School, she
was a swimmer who participated in
the 100 meter backstroke and the 200
meter individual medley.

Mrs. Cody has been in education
for over sixteen years of her life. Af-
ter high school, Mrs. Cody attended
San Diego State University where
she received her Bachelor's Degree
of Arts in Liberal Studies and her
Masters Degree of Arts in curriculum
and instruction. After this she went
on to Cal State Los Angeles to get
her credential and M.A. in adminis-
tration.

Mrs. Cody has lots of experience
in the education field as she's held
multiple jobs such as a classroom
teacher, assistant swim coach and
an administrator during her sixteen
years and counting. Prior to being
hired at John Burroughs Mrs. Cody
taught in the San Diego Unified
School District teaching elementary
school students. In 2010, she returned
to Los Angeles where she taught in
private schools before starting in the

PriNcCIPAL KNOOP

was a three-sport athlete who en-
joyed his high school experience. He
was a four year Varsity Track athlete
and a three year Varsity Football ath-
lete. He was also in ASB and contrib-
uted on campus. After he graduated,
he went on to Glendale Community
College, before graduating from

Burbank Unified School District.
In 2015 she worked at Bret Harte
Elementary as a classroom teacher
working with the young students.
Most recently, Mrs. Cody was the
Assistant Principal of Discipline at
Dolores Huerta Middle school down
the street from us at John Burroughs
High. When Mr. Knoop (the former
Dolores Huerta Principal and current
John Burroughs Principal) was leav-
ing Dolores Huerta, he mentioned
to Mrs. Cody that she may enjoy
working with high school students,
as soon as the Assistant Principal job
opened up she applied feeling as if it
would be a good place to start at John
Burroughs High considering she was
an Assistant Principal previously at

Fresno State and CSUN.

He’s a people person and values
relationships with people. He values
people working together as a team
and sees the importance in it.

Some cons about being a prin-
cipal are the tough days and hard
phone calls. But beside that, Mr.
Knoop loves seeing students succeed
and improve during their high school
journey.

When Mr. Knoop isn’t at school,
he loves being outdoors. He loves
going camping, fishing, and hiking.
When he has free time he likes to
leave the city and go to mountains
and rivers.

Mr Knoop is also family-orientat-
ed, and loves working with his fami-
ly on campus. His wife works in the
ILS program and she’s been in the
district for over twenty-five years.

“Being on campus with family is
very special,” he expressed. Along
with his wife, his brother, and broth-
er’s wife also work on campus.

Delores Huerta.

Assistant Principal Cody says the
reason she does what she does is be-
cause she truly enjoys working with
students and helping to guide them
through their path of learning and
figuring out what / where they want
to go in life.

Mrs. Cody is not currently advis-
ing any extracurricular activities but
as an administrator she attends lots of
events, activities, and sports games
to help with supervision.

Mrs. Cody can be seen on cam-
pus working with students regarding
discipline issues, attendance issues,
distributing parking passes, lunch
passes and any other general concern
they need to report regarding overall
student safety on campus.

Students have already began to
appreciate Mrs. Cody’s work. Se-
nior Arthur Gabrielyan said his first
experience with Assistant princi-
pal Cody on the first day of school,
which was also the first day of Bur-
roughs' new ID scanning policy, the
line was nearly wrapped around the
block nearly and students were rush-
ing to get into campus. He stated that
Mrs. Cody was extremely patient
with all the students and even with
all the rushing and fussing amongst
students she was there helping each
student with the new process of scan-
ning their ID’s.

Mr. Knoop is full of wisdom to
provide for his students. One piece of
wisdom he wants students to remem-
ber is, “Find ways to consistently
work on mental toughness.” He also
knows the importance of working on
ourselves and believes we all should
“Take a step back and work on our
personal emotions.”

One of his goals for this year as a
new principal is putting in the time,
effort, and energy on the school.
Mr. Knoop knows the importance
of balancing hard work and fun. He
explained that on the weekends he
won’t check his emails. “Take time
off and play as hard as I work,” he
said.

In the future he wants a campus
where students truly knows that there
are adults here to look after them
and get them to a point of success
in their life. Principal Knoop hopes
to continue changing the energy on
campus. Students should understand
that the teachers are here for a reason.

Cobpy

Arthur Gabrielyan was not the
only student who spoke highly of
Mrs. Cody. Francesco Sabato, a Se-
nior here at Burroughs states his first
experience with Mrs. Cody was on
the second day of school when pur-
chasing his lunch pass. Quite similar
to the scanning of the ID’s, the line
for a lunch pass was packed with
students waiting to see if they were
eligible to be able to leave at lunch.
With all the craziness of the students
in line, Francesco Sabato said that
Mrs. Cody “was extremely nice and
although it was my first time talking
to her it felt like she’s been working
here for a while and like I knew her
all four years.” It is evident that stu-
dents are already appreciating Assis-
tant Principal Cody.

Aside from working at John
Burroughs, Mrs. Cody is married to
her husband Noah whom she has a
three year old child with. Ms. Cody
tells me that she plans on sending her
child to a BUSD school when he be-
comes of age and explains, “BUSD
is a great district” and that she would
love for him to attend a school here.
In her free time she likes to spend
time with her family members out-
doors, and also enjoys watching
movies. Mrs. Cody stated that she
lives around twenty minutes away
from John Burroughs, outside of the
Burbank area.
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SECRETARY JENNIFER PEREZ

By NOAH GARAY
CuB REPORTER

New Secretary of Instruction
Jennifer Perez is ready to tackle her
position here at John Burroughs
High School this school year as a
new addition to the office staff.

She used to work in the private
sector but made the decision to
move to the public sector.

The reason she moved out of
the private sector and started work-
ing here at Burroughs is that she
had a passion for education.

She ended up working here at
Burroughs is that she lives here in
Burbank and she likes the sense of
community here.

A little about herself is that she
graduated from the University of
California, Berkeley, her favorite

subject in school was English, and
the best thing for her regarding her
job is being able to assist students
however she can.

In her free time, she likes to
read and hangout with friends and
her step-dad went to Burroughs
in the 70s, so she is a Burroughs
alum!

Her goal for the current school
year is to be able to learn her job
well and her goal outside of school
for this year is to go see the Usher
Residency tour in Las Vegas.

In the future, she is looking for-
ward to buying a house in Burbank
and continuing her career at John
Burroughs High School.

A look into her more personal-
ly, the way she describes herself in
great detail.

For example, in high school
she described herself as "a little
nerdy," and shared that one of her
hidden talents is that she double

jointed.

In regards to some of her favor-
ites, her favorite food is burgers
and fries, her favorite song is "Nice
n’ Slow" by Usher, her favorite
restaurant is La Cabanita restau-
rant, her go-to hang out spot is the
Catcher in the Rye restaurant, her
favorite television show is Sein-
field, her favorite movies are Blood
in, Blood out, and Crybaby, and
her favorite book is The 5 People
You Meet In Heaven.

As the new school year rolls
around, we here at the Paw Print
are excited to welcome new staff
members to the Burroughs family.

We at Burroughs are extremely
excited to have Ms. Perez as a new
addition to the Burroughs staff.

Go Bears!

TEACHER FEATURE: MR. BRANDON RYFFE

By Davip ROMERO
CuB REPORTER

In the bustling hallways of John
Burroughs High School, there's a
new face that's making waves in
the world of education — Brandon
Ryffe, a dynamic and enthusiastic
biology teacher. Born on Decem-
ber 10th, 1995, Brandon brings a
youthful vigor to his classroom,
aiming to redefine the educational
experience for his students.

With a deep-rooted passion for
biology and an unwavering com-
mitment to his students' success,
Mr. Ryffe is more than just an edu-
cator; he's a mentor, a guide, and an
advocate for a brighter future.

For many educators, the jour-
ney into teaching begins with a
profound desire to make a posi-
tive impact on the lives of young
learners. But Mr. Ryffe's story is no
different. He recalls a pivotal mo-
ment in his life when he decided to
become a teacher. "I had many bad
teachers growing up," he admits.
"I wanted to make the educational
experience better for students like
me, who deserve a supportive and
engaging learning environment."

Mr. Ryffe passion for biology
and science shines through in his
teaching. He believes that under-

standing the intricacies of the nat-
ural world is not only intellectual-
ly stimulating but also crucial for
shaping the future. His enthusiasm
for the subject is infectious, mak-
ing biology and honors biology
classes engaging and thought-pro-
voking.

One of the most rewarding as-
pects of being a teacher, according
to him, is witnessing the 'aha' mo-
ments when students grasp com-
plex concepts. "Seeing that stu-
dents are understanding what I'm
trying to teach them and recogniz-
ing my efforts to help them learn
is immensely gratifying," he says.
This genuine desire to foster under-
standing and critical thinking in his
students is at the heart of Brandon's

Ryffe teaching philosophy.

When Mr. Ryffe isn't shaping
young minds in the classroom,
he enjoys a diverse range of hob-
bies. He's an avid gamer, spending
quality time playing video games
with friends. He also appreciates
the great outdoors and engages in
activities like exercising, snow-
boarding, and exploring the natu-
ral world. His creative side comes
alive in video production, where he
harnesses his skills to tell compel-
ling stories through visuals.

Mr. Ryffe, a seasoned educator
at John Burroughs High School,
possesses a wealth of knowledge
and insights to impart to his stu-
dents, as well as to anyone embark-
ing on a quest for knowledge and
personal growth.

His profound commitment to
nurturing the intellectual develop-
ment of his students is encapsulat-
ed in the following sage piece of
wisdom that he fervently shares:
"Utilize and continuously refine
your critical thinking skills be-
cause you will find yourself apply-
ing them in myriad contexts every
day, extending far beyond the con-
fines of our science class."

During his formative high
school years at John Burroughs

High School, Mr. Ryffe emerged
as a shining star, demonstrating re-
markable prowess in both academ-
ic pursuits and athletic endeavors.
His ability to seamlessly juggle the
demands of Varsity Cross Country
and track while also maintaining a
stellar academic record served as
an inspiring example to his peers.
His unwavering commitment to
excellence in both realms of his
life stands as a testament to his
unyielding determination and dis-
ciplined work ethic.

As Mr. Ryffe becomes an es-
teemed member of the John Bur-
roughs High School community,
the institution not only gains a ded-
icated biology teacher but also a
mentor who is ardently devoted to
cultivating a positive and engaging
learning environment.

At the heart of his teaching
journey lies his deep commitment
to enriching the educational ex-
perience, complemented by his
profound passion for the field of
biology. Through his dedication,
infectious enthusiasm, and invalu-
able guidance, he aspires to ignite
the spark of curiosity and critical
thinking in the next generation of
budding scientists and scholars.
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TEACHER FEATURE: MRS. DALI REYES

By ZoOE REID
CuB REPORTER

John Burroughs High School
is proud to welcome a new staff
member, Mrs. Dali Reyes. She is a
Special Education teacher here on
campus.

Mrs. Reyes has a deep love for
action-packed comic books. She
specifically favors Marvel super-
heroes.

She also shared that she is mar-
ried and has two sons! Her kids
are still very young and won’t be
attending high school anytime
soon. The oldest of the two is a six-
year-old who just started first grade
while the youngest is only three.

When Mrs. Reyes was in high
school, she excelled in her honors
and AP courses. It was important to
her to be able to show her identity
unrelated from school, and she did
so through her personal punk style.

After high school, Mrs. Reyes
pursued an education at California
Lutheran University in Thousand
Oaks. There she received a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Psychology. The
professors that she learned from
in her college classes inspired her
greatly.

in college, she decided to take a
year off of school before heading
to Western Governors University.
This is where she got her Masters
Degree in Special Education.

Mrs. Reyes was unsure what
avenue she wanted to pursue career
wise. However, she was inspired
by the teaching styles of her profes-
sors, as well as some of her future
colleagues. This is what pushed her
to become a teacher.

It has always been important
for Mrs. Reyes to be someone that
her students can look up to. She
explained that when she grew up,

there weren’t many teachers that
looked like her, and she wants to
show pride for her Latina culture.

Mrs. Reyes is a first-generation
American, her parents having im-
migrated here from El Salvador.
This is an important part of her
life, and she wants there to be more
cultural representation in the class-
room. She hopes she can be a posi-
tive role model for her students.

When she was new to the com-
munity, Mrs. Reyes got familiar
with the other Special Ed teachers
at Burroughs. The environment
was very welcoming and this is
when she decided to work here.
Luckily, she also noted that she
does not have to make a long com-
mute into work because she lives in
the Burbank area.

She started working at JBHS
only one year ago. She has many
unique skills she is able to apply
here, and the time she spent teach-
ing solidified her feelings.

She knows that all students
have the capability to succeed, but
also understands that many kids
need some extra support along the
way. This is why Mrs. Reyes de-
cided to specialize in Special Ed-

ucation.

Mrs. Reyes is very passionate
about motivating her students. She
hopes that they all know they can
do anything that they want.

Mrs. Reyes explained that the
best thing about being a teacher is
getting to know and interact with
all of her students. This is her fa-
vorite part of her job and ultimate-
ly the reason she began teaching in
the first place. She has fun and en-
joys creating a safe space for them
to express themselves openly.

However, her least favorite part
about teaching is having to deal
with all of the emails. These can
pile up and become frustrating!

One goal Mrs. Reyes has for
the future is to further develop her
curriculum because she always
wants to improve. She is also in the
market for a fun hobby to pick up
outside of school.

Above all else, Mrs. Reyes
hopes that her students are able to
feel empowered in their abilities
to succeed in school. She wants
to make sure her students have all
the help and resources necessary to
excel.

TEACHER FEATURE: MS. ASHLEY YABUMOTO

By JAck NoTHOM
CuUB REPORTER

This year, the JBHS community
is excited to welcome a new teach-
er to its math department, Ms. Ash-
ley Yabumoto! Ms. Yabumoto spe-
cializes in teaching Geometry, and
is currently based in room 1224, a
classroom not far from the campus
auditorium.

This is Ms. Yabumoto's first job
as a teacher. She went to college
at the University of California Ir-
vine and graduated in 2023 with a
teaching credential.

John Burroughs High School
was the first high school to offer
Ms. Yabumoto a job in the Math
Department. She knew it was the
right choice to take the job and join
our ever-growing family here at
John Burroughs High School.

Ever since she was young, Ms.
Yabumoto always knew she want-
ed to go into a job where you can
help people. In high school, she

[ ol b 2
always wanted to help out her fel-
low students who needed tutoring
with math. “I think being a teacher
was a natural choice for me, I al-
ways wanted to help the other kids
in my math class in high school”
she stated.

“Being a teacher wasn't always
something that I ... planned on
doing, but when I went college it
came [...] naturally to me,” she

said. Ms. Yabumoto always knew
she wanted to go into a collabora-
tive field where she could help oth-
ers, preferably in math. Therefore,
teaching math was the obvious
choice for her.

Ms. Yabumoto is looking for-
ward to getting her first school year
here off the ground. She is most
excited about getting to work with
all her new students this semester
and getting to know them all. She
also can’t wait to meet all the new
administrators we have this year
and learn each of their individual
missions.

The mission of the school was
a really big factor for Ms. Yabu-
moto in deciding to take a job at
Burroughs this school year. The
mission statement that the admin-
istration at John Burroughs High
School supports aims for equity,
diversity, and inclusion, all things
that Ms. Yabumoto stands for.

“The Burroughs Mission really

aligned with my own,” Ms. Yabu-
moto remarked. “I knew as soon as
they offered me a job that I wanted
to come and teach here.”

Ms. Yabumoto couldn't be more
excited to join our excellent roster
of teachers here at John Burroughs.
One cannot help but feel now that
we can offer a complete set of
teachers here at John Burroughs
with the addition of Ms. Yabumo-
to, being able to offer more expe-
rienced teachers as well as new
teachers with fresh new ideas.

As a new year starts, here at
John Burroughs we at The Paw
Print are ecstatic to meet all the
new teachers and students starting
here for the first time. We offer our
most gracious welcome to these
new members of the John Bur-
roughs family. As we look towards
the future, we hope that we can
help fill in the edges of the map for
these newcomers.
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TEACHER FEATURE: MS. ALLYSON PORTER

By JosIE ROBINSON
CuB REPORTER

Amidst the many changes with-
in Burroughs this year, Allyson
Porter; one of the school’s newest
Biology teachers, is excited. Even
with her short time here at JBHS
so far, her room already emanates
warmth and welcome, perfectly
reflecting her personality, and her
attitude towards a new step into
teaching high school. Ms. Porter is
content with teaching high school
students in a new environment, af-
ter spending some time teaching at
Mesa Verde Middle School, where
she discovered that she might en-
joy teaching an older age group
more than she does with middle
schoolers.

However, teaching wasn't her
first job. Initially, Porter worked
in an office job, which she thought
might best suit her seemingly shy
personality, as the job rarely re-
quired her to talk to people. How-
ever, this didn't work for her. She
discovered that perhaps talking
and connecting with people was

TEACHER

By ALLIE HUNT
CuB REPORTER

New to the John Burroughs
campus this year is Mr. Stephen
Heckel, our Stage-craft/ Tech Crew
teacher. Mr. Heckel is involved in
almost all aspects of the art de-
partment here at JBHS such as the
VMA, IMA, and Dance with his
work behind the scenes.

Prior to working at Burroughs,
Mr. Heckel taught at the California
School of the Arts in San Gabriel
Valley as well as at Pepperdine
and California State University
Northridge.

Heckel claims he is, “an art-
ist freelancer at heart,” which led
him to his interest in teaching. The
Tech Crew teaching position was
brought to the new JBHS teach-
er’s attention through a friend of a
friend.

As for his interest in stage de-
sign, Mr. Heckel shared that he was
an actor, singer, and dancer in high
school, his favorite subject being
theater, and it wasn’t until college
that he discovered his passion.

truly a better option for her. So
through opportunities from a few
friends, she found substitute posi-
tions, teacher positions at middle
schools, and most recently a teach-
ing position at Burroughs. After
becoming a teacher, she found
that she finds joy in, “interacting
and getting to know my students,”
especially in helping her students
discover that “lightbulb moment,”
and seeing their faces light up in
understanding.

~

Since his education at the UCLA
School of Theatre, Film, and Tele-
vision with a Bachelor's Degree
in General Theatre Arts, Heckel
has been in the industry for twelve
years.

Outside of teaching, Heckel is
affiliated with the After Hours The-
atre Company. When asked about
any awards or recognition for his
work, Heckel stated the company
has received many good critic re-
views. The After Hours Theatre
Company is a successful live the-
atre production company based out
of the Los Angeles area.

Regardless of this newfound
joy for teaching, science has al-
ways been something she’s loved,
especially biology, a subject that
focuses on a more in-depth lev-
el of learning about living things,
as well as the class's requirement
to take extensive notes. She also
voices strong opposition towards
talking at her students during lec-
tures, but rather involving them
and their ideas in class discussions,
something she finds is more fun
and more engaging.

Her love for science can also be
seen in some of her pastimes out-
side of school such as hiking and
gardening. She also enjoys playing
video games such as Minecraft,
Animal Crossing, and The Legend
of Zelda. As she plays these games
in her free time, she also expresses
her adoration for her cat and dog,
Sasha and Stitch.

As for her future at Burroughs
and in her life in general, Ms. Porter
hopes for a bright one. She’s excit-
ed for her time at Burroughs High
School, and to grow even more as

FEATURE: MR. STEPHEN

Additionally, in response to
being asked if he was known for
anything, Mr. Heckel shared that
he was the prop assistant for Tay-
lor Swift’s music video for her hit
song, “ME!”

Mr. Heckel’s time as a teacher
has led him to say that both the
worst and best thing about being a
teacher is, “the students.” Accord-
ing to Heckel, students can inspire
you in the best ways, but they can
also test your limits.

As for guidance for his stu-
dents, Heckel advises them to,
“keep trying, don't be afraid to
try.” Mr. Heckel’s history within
the theatre industry, his long list of
projects he has been involved in,
and his charismatic persona prom-
ise a very strong and positive year
for our tech crew.

In his free time, Heckel says he
likes to “go on dates with his wife.”
Besides spending quality time with
his wife, Mr. Heckel also likes to
go to Disneyland. Despite working
here in Burbank at JBHS, Heckel
lives in Studio City.

an educator in her subject of exper-
tise. Still getting in the groove for
this next year, is working towards a
relatively stress-free year and look-
ing on the brighter side of things in
every aspect of her life, which in-
cludes doing the things she loves,
spending time with her partner, her
pets, and the great outdoors.

Amid all the uncertainty in the
scientific world right now, espe-
cially with the climate crisis and
what the future holds, scientists
and educators such as Ms. Porter
bring a sense of calm throughout
it all. Her passion for science and
success for all of her students is
nothing short of refreshing, and an
inspiration for future educators, es-
pecially in the science field. Upon
being asked for any advice she
would give her students and really
anyone else who might need it, she
expresses simply, “Try new things.
Find things you like because some-
times you try something you may
have never thought you’d be good
at; or like, but you might end up
loving it!”

HECKEL

When asked if there are any
trends that are baffling him, Heck-
el simply said, “Tik Tok” and then
further clarified that it is not on his
phone and never will be.

With it still being early in the
school year, we had the chance to
ask Mr. Heckel about his goals,
both for the year and the gener-
al future. As for the school year,
Heckel’s ultimate goal is for, “all
students to feel confident and at
home in a theater.” In the future,
Heckel personally wants to work
on different types of design. More
specifically, he expressed wanting
to work on atmospheric design and
amusement park design.

Mr. Heckel is an amazing addi-
tion to the John Burroughs staff and
is sure to lead the Tech Crew and
all the stagecraft classes through
a wonderful and successful year.
Welcome to JBHS Mr. Heckel, we
at the Paw Print hope you have had
an excellent first few weeks a Bur-
roughs! Make sure to say hello and
welcome our new stagecraft teach-
er, Mr. Heckel!
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TEACHER FEATURE: MR. NOLAND
By ALLEN KRAMER want to go to college but you either While spending most of his

CuB REPORTER

Mr. Noland is a Chemistry
teacher here at Burroughs who
teaches both Honors Chemistry
and regular Chemistry with a re-
freshing take on the many parts of
and decisions to make surrounding
further education at a college. Mr.
Noland was born on March 26th
and is thirty-one years old.

Noland currently lives in
Downtown Burbank and received
his education all over California.
Noland has a Bachelor’s degree
in Chemistry with a Minor in Ed-
ucation from UC Santa Barbra
and, “Went for a PhD at UC Santa
Cruz...” but left with his Master’s.
He got his credential for teaching
at Cal State Long Beach. Noland
made the decision to become a
teacher, and specifically teach sci-
ence, because while he was in high
school he was able to find success
and joy in tutoring his peers when
he took Chemistry.

When asked about the best and
worst aspects of being a teacher,

Noland claimed that “The worst
thing is grading...” and, “...the best
thing is having summers off, obvi-
ously.” He also stated that, “Espe-
cially teaching High School you
actually get to know your students
and kinda see where they’re going
to go and see how they’re going to
become adults whereas [ feel like
you don’t get to see that much in
other grade levels.”

Noland gives this advice to stu-
dents, “Don’t feel like you have to
go to college if it's not something
you want to do, and also if you do

TEACHER FEATURE:

By KYLEE JOHNSON
CuB REPORTER

There are many new teachers
that now work at John Burroughs
High School this year, and one of
them is the Math teacher Ms. Park.

Ms. Park, whose full name is
Saelom Park, is thirty-seven years
old, and she celebrates her birthday
on September 8. The classes she
teaches are Algebra 1 and Geom-
etry. She does not yet run any ex-
tracurricular activities on campus.

Her love for teaching comes
from having a wonderful sixth
grade Algebra teacher from when
she was living in South Korea. She
had always enjoyed learning math,
and it quickly became her favorite
subject.

Having such an influential
teacher inspired her to become one
herself. She also made the decision
to become a teacher to continue to
help students excel academically.

Ms. Park began her teaching ca-
reer by working as a private tutor
and helping students who needed
any extra assistance. She managed
to do all of this while also being

an undergraduate student. She is
incredibly motivated to help stu-
dents improve their education and
succeed to the best of her abilities.

Ms. Park graduated from Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley.
She graduated with a Bachelor’s
Degree in public policy and adver-
tising. She had made the decision
to teach here at John Burroughs
High School because it really was
the best and only option that was
available to her.

In her own opinion, the best
part of being a teacher is being
able to help and support students in

aren’t confident with going right
away or you're not feeling like you
have the grades for it, community
college is a viable option.” Noland
then provided evidence for his
statement with, “I went to college
with a bunch of people who went
to community college successfully
before transferring who are now
doctors and scientists... you can
save a lot of money going to com-
munity college and If you’re going
to college because you think you
have to go to college well that’s
not necessarily true.” This proves
that Noland is not only thinking
about the realities of getting a de-
gree but also how confusing and
overwhelming making decisions
can be from the perspective of a
student. Being aware of the many
ways to pursue further education
after high school has always been
very important and the fact that Mr.
Noland is thinking ahead and about
how his current students will per-
ceive pursuing further education
after high school speaks volumes.

time on teaching and educating,
Noland informed me that he also
enjoys playing video games and
watching anime. Noland has inter-
est in a genre of book called Lit-
erary RPG, so much so that when
asked what his favorite book is he
responded with a firm, “He Who
Plays Monsters.” Literary RPG is
a type of writing and storytelling
that is similar to video games in
that it includes things such as stats
or abilities, and other functions that
are commonly found when playing
a video game.

Noland mentioned that he
doesn’t have a favorite game but
is currently playing League of Leg-
ends which is an online multiplayer
battle game developed in 2009 by
Riot Games. He also stated, “Hori-
zon Zero Dawn is pretty fun, Zel-
da, Pokemon...any of those.”

Mr. Noland seems very relat-
able and friendly, great aspects
of personality for someone who
works in education to have.

MsS. SAELOM PARK

any way that they need. She tries
to provide educational needs in the
best ways that she can. The worst
part of teaching, to her, is having to
do grading.

One of her set goals for this up-
coming school year at Burroughs is
to adjust well to the school. Anoth-
er of the goals Ms. Park has set is
to get settled in as a teacher here.

A goal that she has for the
forthcoming future is to be the best
teacher and mentor that she can be.
Another she would like to achieve
is to have her very own family.

Ms. Park is a very family-cen-
tered person. Her extended family
consists of her and her four other
siblings. She even has an adorable
eleven month-old niece whom she
enjoys visiting almost every other
day.

When she herself was in high
school, she was very studious. She
took any available AP classes that
were available to her, and she was
very willing to learn. However, she
was pretty shy, and caused her to
be introverted.

Nowadays, Ms. Park is known

among her friends for being very
organized and great at planning. If
they need anything to be organized
and set up, like a project or event,
Ms. Park is the one to call, because
she’ll do an exceptional job.

In her own free time, Ms. Park
enjoys watching movies. Her cur-
rent favorite movie is the musical
and fantasy romance film, En-
chanted.

In addition to watching movies,
Ms. Park also reads books. For the
time being, her favorite book is
Tuesdays with Morrie, by Mitch
Albom. It’s about learning the
life’s true meaning, and the impor-
tance of loving others.

Ms. Park lives in LA, and one
of her favorite things to do is go
walking places. She also loves the
restaurant Osawa, which is a five-
star rated sushi restaurant located
in Pasadena. Ms. Park lives locally
in Los Angeles.

Some of the advice that she
would give to her students, and to
anyone else, is to never give up.
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TEACHER FEATURE: MS. MADISON WIESNER

By NOELLE CEVENE
CuB REPORTER

One of our newest English
teachers here at John Burroughs
High School is Ms. Madison Wi-
esner, who has filled in the spot of
the vacant English teacher position
for the 11th grade. This semester,
Ms.Wiesner is teaching English 11,
as well as ERWC, and can be found
in Room 1206.

Ms. Wiesner is a California
native, raised in Newport Beach.
However, she spent time at the
University of Washington where
she graduated in 2021 with de-
grees in English, Cinema, and
Media Studies. She then returned
to Southern California, where she
carned her Master's Degree in
teaching at USC in 2022. She de-
cided to become a teacher because
she has always loved books, litera-

ture, and helping people. She end-
ed up working at Burroughs be-
cause she really wanted to stay and

teach here in the Los Angeles area.

This is her first year teaching
and she is very excited to be here.
Her goals for the year are to be a
great teacher and to integrate into
the Burroughs community. She
wants to help her students develop
themselves as they learn and grow,
as well as inspire them to enjoy
the world of literature and writing.
She also hopes to make time for
new hobbies and interests outside
of work. In fact, Ms. Wiesner de-
scribes herself as a “massive nerd
and loves books, comics, and all
things spooky.”

In addition to her passion for
reading, she likes to spend time
watching Netflix and Marvel mov-
ies.

Some would be surprised to
know that her favorite music genre
is metal. With the love of heavy

metal comes a caring personality.

Ms. Wiesner is the Club Coor-
dinator for the Lend-a-Paw Club.
For students that are new to Bur-
roughs, Lend-a-Paw is a club for
people who want to contribute to
the local animal shelter and meets
every other Wednesday at lunch.

Leading the Lend-a-Paw Club
is one of the ways that she connects
with students.

One of the best things she likes
about teaching is getting to know
her students and listening to the fun
and interesting things they have to
say. Some words of wisdom that
she would like to share is to do
your best, expect the unexpected,
and to just be yourself. Welcome
Ms. Wiesner, we hope you have a
great year of teaching at John Bur-
roughs High School.

STUDENT FEATURE: ALLIE HUNT

By JAMES REID
EpITOR IN CHIEF

For many students, summer is
the best time of the year. It’s a time
to relax, to travel, to socialize, and
for one JBHS student, to attend one
of the most prestigious journalism
conferences in the United States.
Senior Allie Hunt, a current editor
for The Paw Print, was selected to
attend the Washington Journalism
and Media Conference this past
July, where she spent six days at
George Mason University immers-
ing herself in the world of media

and reporting.
The conference, which is held
annually, hosts approximately

three-hundred high school stu-
dents each year, and provides them
with a diverse array of educational
opportunities, ranging from key-
note speakers and presentations
to simulations and hands-on ac-
tivities. “We did the touristy stuff,
like going to the White House and
a bunch of the monuments,” said
Hunt. “But for the most part we did
simulations and listened to a lot of
speakers who were from different
clements of the journalism world.”

The conference is very selec-
tive, so much so that students them-
selves can not directly apply. Rath-

er, students must be nominated by
teachers and community members
for appointment to the program,
an integral part of the conference
experience for Hunt. “I don’t know
how I was nominated. Sometimes
it’s through really high AP scores
or SAT scores, but I think they also
send out forms to teachers to nom-
inate students,” she said. “Really |

have no idea, I just got a letter in
the mail, and I looked it up to make
sure it was legitimate.”

As previously stated, the con-
ference hosts a number of speakers
each year who use lecture and dis-
cussion to share their insights with
attendees. This year’s speakers in-
cluded Dr. Alan Byrd, Sarah Behr-
mann, and Tom Jackman, the latter
being Hunt’s favorite presenter.
“[Tom Jackman] wrote an article
with us in live time, like getting
quotes and stuff, and it was very
interactive and cool,” she said.

Two major simulations were
held throughout the conference as
well, both detailing modern-day
scenarios in which attendees were
able to employ intellect, dexterity,
and journalistic instinct to address
the presented issue. The first sim-
ulation presented a free speech
dilemma, in which “a teacher was
faking AP scores to get a pay raise,
and then the school district just
covered it up and had her retire
a year early, but the journalism
students wanted to write it in the
school newspaper.” Every attendee
was assigned a role, with some at-
tendees simulating the journalism
students, and other attendees simu-
lating the school board members to

whom they were appealing.

The other simulation saw at-
tendees taking the role of journal-
ism students pitching a news story
to the editorial board of a newspa-
per. “That was fun,” stated Hunt.
“We got to do like a poster and
stuff, and then present it.” Through
simulations like these, attendees
were further able to engage with
each other and with the confer-
ence’s curriculum.

Although she is no longer in-
terested in a career in journalism,
Hunt still had a great experience at
the conference. “I used to be real-
ly, really into journalism, and want
to go into it. At the conference, |
had a truly great experience at the
conference, and I wouldn’t trade it
for anything, but it did kind of open
my eyes to the fact that maybe
journalism isn’t the right path for
me to go down.”

We are all so proud of Allie
Hunt for representing the Bur-
roughs community at this year’s
Washington Journalism and Media
Conference. Being selected for at-
tendance at such an event is truly
an honor, and we are so glad that
Hunt enjoyed her time studying the
world of journalism. Congratula-
tions Allie, and go Bears!
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TEACHER FEATURE: MS. CHRISTINE KM

By JAYLYN BARJOLO
CuUB REPORTER

Introducing our new Math
teacher Ms. Christine Kim.

According to her, “She is older
than 20 but younger than 30,” and
her birthday is on September 20th.

She graduated from and ob-
tained her credential at California
State Fullerton.

She grew up in Irvine so she
went to elementary, middle, and
high school there, graduating from
Northwood High School. Before
Irvine, though, she was born and
raised in Arizona.

Before Burroughs, she was lo-
cated in San Juan Capistrano then
moved to Whittier. Because of
the fact that her brother currently
works around Burbank they decid-
ed to carpool, choosing John Bur-
roughs.

She teaches Math because it's
a subject that most people fear.
“Whenever I would tell my friends
I'm in a Math major they would

freak out,” she stated, “I want to
get rid of that stereotype.”

At her old school she was
known for the Pittsburgh Steelers
because she's a huge football fan,
“All my students would talk to me
about football.”

She doesn’t know what she
knows for here yet, but is hoping
to figure it out by the end of the

school year.

As for extracurriculars, Ms.
Kim is hoping to be a part of the
Track and Field team, or even an
advisor for a future club.

Her favorite subjects are Math
and Chemistry, since they are relat-
ed to each other. She has so much
fun and loves the periodic table,
and recently fell in love with the
new movie Elemental.

The best thing about being a
teacher is being around kids, they
are so funny and fun. Sometimes
she dreads going to work, but once
she comes into the classroom, and
sees her students' faces, she real-
izes that she's here for them and
they're here for her.

The worst thing about being a
teacher would be being strict on the
people she loves, “But sometimes I
have to put my foot down and kin-
da tell them no this is not right, this
is what you're not supposed to do.
That's the worst part.”

In her free time, as soon as she

gets home she gets into bed watch-
ing movies, YouTube, reels, and
shorts.

Nonetheless, Ms. Kim would
like to share some advice, “Enjoy
your life, I know high school can
be the hardest time of your life.
Just emotionally unstable because
I was like that. Your futures are
not stable because you don't know
where you're gonna end up.

“But looking back to my high
school career I really miss high
school. I recommend going to all
the dances, going to a football
game at least once, going to a
basketball game at least once, the
school concerts and choir perfor-
mances, just enjoy everything you
can in high school, and talk to your
teachers.”

Ms. Kim is a new staff mem-
ber here at John Burroughs High
School, and we welcome her with
open arms. We wish her all the best
during this new school year!

STUDENT FEATURE: MICAH ABBEY

By MELEYNA MERINO
CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Micah Abbey is an exempla-
ry student here at John Burroughs
High School. Micah is involved
in many activities both on and
off campus, and he surely had an
eventful summer.

Micah is fifteen years old, his
birthday is November 8th, and he
is a Junior this school year. This
summer Micah starred in the 7een-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles: Mutant
Mayhem movie. This is a huge ac-
complishment from one of our very
own John Burroughs High School
Students.

Micah would love to go in de-
tail about all the great work he
does, but unfortunately he cannot
discuss his role in his movie thor-
oughly due to the actors strike.

Micah is also very involved
with the school. He is a part of the
Water Polo team and ASB. His ac-
tivities he enjoys outside of school
are surfing and acting.

Micah loves the water, and he
enjoys surfing and playing water
polo in his free time. He loves to be
outside, as well as just in nature in
general. He also enjoys doing these

D
s

activities with his friends.

Micah clearly also loves to act.
He likes being able to channel his
creativity, stating "It helps me be
myself and a different person all at
the same time and I find so much
joy in that.” Acting is something he
truly loves doing and thoroughly
enjoys it.

Not only is Micah an athlete, he
also does very well in school. He
discussed that it can be hard jug-
gling school, sports and acting all
at the same time but he feels his

teachers are very understanding
and good at what they do so he
feels he is capable of balancing ev-
erything.

He even got an award his
Freshman year for Water Polo. He
got the coaches award this was
very important to him because it
showed that his coach recognized
all his efforts and contributions to
the team even if he didn't get as
much playing time compared to
his teammates, this award really
inspired him to keep going further
in Water Polo.

Micah is originally from Ohio,
he moved to California in 2017
when he was just about to turn ten.
He went to a public school out in
Ohio. He moved to California to
further his dreams in acting and has
proved to be successful.

As a student Micah has also
been very successful and flourishes
in a classroom. He takes many hon-
ors and A.P. classes. He notes that
his favorite subject right now is
English and in the past it has been
English or Science. He likes class-
es where he can discover a whole
load of new things and expand his
knowledge on certain topics.

His favorite teachers he's had
has to be Mr. Mesquita and Ms.
Arjouyan. He adds that they are
amazing teachers and that they are
really kind.

During his downtime Micah
likes to spend time with his family
as well as hang out with his friends.

Micah's goals for this year in-
clude being a good Water Polo
player and advancing his talents as
well as being a good contribution
to the team. In regards to acting
he hopes to book a major role in a
film.

He also hopes to continue act-
ing throughout his life for as long
as he can as long as he enjoys it
still. He also still hopes be a good
student and role model throughout
his years,

As for college, Micah has a few
schools that he has his eye on but
ultimately he wants to go to a UC
school, University of Hawaii or go
back to Ohio and attend a univer-
sity there.

Micah is a role model to a lot
of students on campus and we can't
wait to see what his path leads him
to here at John Burroughs High
School.
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BURROUGHS SECURITY UNDERGOES CHANGE

By EVELYN MCNALLY
CuB REPORTER
PRO

The 2023-2024 school year
starts off with a bang as a new
Raptor Security System is put into
place, requiring students to scan
their school IDs for admission
before entering the schools doors.
This new system was put into place
to ensure that our school can be the
safest possible place for us stu-
dents, however it has caused much
discussion.

To aid this new system, the
front doors of our school on Clark
are the only point of entrance on
the campus now. As mentioned
before, in order to enter or exit the
school for lunch, you must scan
your ID card.

Students were issued their tem-
porary ID cards this summer when
registering, these can be used to
scan in until permanent ID cards
are issued after school photos are
taken. ID cards from last year can
also be used for admission. Essen-
tially, the system promises that no-
body unidentified will be on cam-
pus at any time.

The system has also shut down
the front stairway of the school in
the morning hours to aid the flow
of traffic when scanning is going
on. Not only that, the only point of
entrance now is the school's front
doors. Overall, it’s changed up for-
mer aspects of the school.

Even though this system is in
the students favor of safety, it has
caused recent discussion about effi-
ciency and purpose. Many students
see this as an unnecessary part of
their day, and may even find it an-
noying to see a line in front of the
school every morning in contrast
to their previous morning routine
at the school.

I have also heard many com-
plaints about the lanyards issued
to students to hold their ID cards
to make scanning easier. I've heard
the lanyards being described as too
extra and just not a good idea. Most
students don't even wear them,
even though they are encouraged.
One student, Bella Serafini shares
her opinion on the lanyards “The
colors are bright and it can some-

times be uncomfortable.”

Although differing opinions
and complaints are normal and can
and will occur with a new system
like this, it's important to remem-
ber the positives of this new secu-
rity practice.

We all know about the terrible
dangers that can occur at any pub-
lic space, and it's unfortunate that
high school students should even
worry about potential dangers.

Learning environments should
be spaces that we know we are safe
in. So I see this switch to be ben-
eficial to not just the school, but
also to students' thoughts around
dangers. Most students here at our
school are juggling a lot, wheth-
er that be keeping up with good
grades, running clubs, doing sports,
etc. With schedules like that, head-
space plays an important role. “It
makes me feel better during school
knowing nobody will be on cam-
pus who shouldn't,” student Sutton
Tappon-Mahoney adds.

I know that I have certainly
stressed about my safety in the
past, and honestly this new rule has
completely taken away that. Previ-
ous anxious thoughts are nowhere
to be found once the rule is set in.

This is important because [ be-
lieve that mental clarity is crucial
to students academically and is
needed for them to excel. It's way
easier to focus with a clear mind
than with a worried one.

So of course a line in the morn-
ing and a lanyard may be seen as
an inconvenience at times, and
conflict is sure to present itself with
change, but it's better than feeling
unsafe and stressing out about
what could happen at any time. I
will no longer have “what ifs" in
the back of my head getting in the
way of other thoughts.

Ultimately, this change was
made to help both the students
and staff stay safe at John Bur-
roughs no matter what the general
opinion on it is. And as the flow
of time continues, hopefully more
students soon adjust to this change
and might even come to a point of
appreciation.

By JUNE ELMORE
CUB REPORTER
CON

The new Raptor security system
is part of a movement for a safer cam-
pus by the administration. The goal
of this new system is to ensure that
no one who does not attend school at
JBHS can get onto the campus.

“That way we don’t inadvertently
let people in who don’t go to school
here,” Janel Carasco, one of six cam-
pus supervisors, explained when
asked about the purpose of the new
system. Although, as was discov-
ered on Monday, August 14th, there
are many issues with this process, as
well-intentioned as it may be.

Starting over an hour before the
start of 0 Period at 7:30, a sizable
group of students began forming
at the front of the school, and kept
getting bigger as the start of classes
grew closer. The crowding resulted
in a lack of organization, and many
students were late to their 0 Period
classes. This repeated again in 1st
Period, resulting in still more tardies.

The requirement to scan in in the
morning is a very time-consuming
process and can lead to missing parts
of classes. The increase of tardies can
be especially bad for upperclassmen
seeing as how tardies can negative-
ly affect one’s citizenship which can
impact students’ ability to graduate
if not fixed. Each class and teacher
has its own tardy policy and conse-
quences.

By the end of the school day on
August 14th, the school began a new
system in which only every tenth stu-
dent would be required to scan in and
the rest would just have an admin-
istrator perform a physical check of
their ID. Janel Carasco commented
that this was done because on the first
day, “the system had a couple glitch-
es and it was a little slower than we
anticipated per student.”

Carasco also stated that “even
while we’re only scanning every
tenth person we want everybody to
be prepared to scan if asked to scan.”
However, this system is only tempo-
rary as Ms. Carasco explained that
eventually, “it’ll be our goal to scan
everyone in.”

Newfound difficulties could also
arise with the temporary system. The
administrator in charge of checking
IDs needs to physically check each
student’s ID while the students could
be uncooperative, pressed for time or
shoving through in a rush to get to
class, which seems like a recipe for

mistakes. Additionally, this system
of physically checking IDs could be
ineffectual and counterproductive
without scanning every person.

A quick glance at an ID does not
accomplish the same level of confir-
mation as a scanner. So, this takes
up close to the same amount of time
as the original scanner system while
also being more ineffectual. Though
this system is temporary, it still has
issues of its own.

There is also potential for techni-
cal problems occurring with the Rap-
tor system. In the event of a technical
difficulty arising with the scanners
involved with the system, every stu-
dent’s ID would have to be physical-
ly checked by an administrator. The
exact likelihood of technical issues
involved with the scanner system is
unclear, but any technology incurs
failures from time to time. Even
something as minor as poor internet
connection or a slow running scanner
could lead to issues with the system.

The requirement of keeping IDs
visible at all times can also prove to
be problematic. Constantly having
one’s ID on their person on a fragile
lanyard and not in a pocket or in a
bag increases chances of losing IDs
which are difficult for students to
replace as well as expensive for the
school to replace.

There is also the problem of stu-
dent’s nescience when it comes to the
reason for the Raptor system. Most
students are unclear as to why we are
required to scan in in the morning
and how this new system contributes
to a safer school. The widespread
unawareness of reasoning leads to
backlash from students. This height-
ens reluctance and skepticism about
the Raptor system and confuses stu-
dents around campus.

This issue has been a topic of
much conversation and debate
among students around school. Many
students have taken issue with the
new system and the topic has even
made it to the JSA Debate Club. On
August 24th two students debated
the necessity of the Raptor system
and IDs. The student arguing against
the Raptor system made remarks that
the system is time consuming and in-
effective.

This overall time consuming
and confusing process could end up
doing more harm than good at John
Burroughs. Though this ID system
may be well intentioned in the long
term it is difficult to maintain and
holds many issues.
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SECURITY CAMERAS TO BE INSTALLED

By EvE WIiLD
CuB REPORTER
PRO

As a new school year arises,
John Burroughs High School is go-
ing to install new cameras in Sep-
tember to ensure ultimate safety for
everyone on campus. New safety
features that have been added this
year are scanning in with lanyards
everyday, removing access to the
bungalows, and the front being
the only way to go in or out. And
finally, the installation of seventy
new cameras that will be scattered
around the school. Many people
may feel like this new addition is
an invasion of privacy but it’s ul-
timately the best safety precaution
which will benefit all students and
staff greatly.

To start, the installment of these
new interior cameras will begin in
September. They will be placed
in the hallways and within the
quad around the main areas. These
cameras are to ensure that if mis-
behavior or assault was to emerge
there would be concrete evidence
to investigate the situation. Some
students may feel uncomfortable
that they will be watched through-
out the day, but that is not the pri-
mary purpose of the cameras. The
goal is to be able to stop anything
inappropriate that may occur and
have something to look at, if any
negative situation were to happen.

Most importantly cameras in
school can act as a crucial role
in detecting or putting a stop to a
school shooting. They act as a de-
terrent as a potential criminal may
be aware they are being monitored.
Also, cameras can supply factual
surveillance which can enable ef-
ficient response and intervention
from any suspicious activity. John
Burroughs having an enhanced se-
curity measure can create a safer
campus for students and staff all
together.

Next, ditching has become a
very normalized thing today. Stu-
dents ditch from all areas of the
schools and find new ways to leave
without permission. Thankfully if
there are cameras installed, ditch-
ing areas and zones can be moni-
tored which will prevent further
attempts from leaving the premis-

es. If a student tries to ditch a class
they will be aware their next move
is recorded which will likely make
one decide to head over to their
class.

Imagine if a student happened
to get assaulted on campus and
when reporting it, there was no ev-
idence to support their claim. Now
if a student were to get assaulted or
harassed in any regard there will be
video surveillance to support their
experience. Even though this may
be a rare occurrence it is a way
for students or staff to feel more
comfortable on school grounds. So
within a situation like this a cam-
era plays a role for a safer environ-
ment.

Supervisors spend a lot of time
and energy keeping track of how
the school runs all times of the day,
and Burroughs only has a limited
number of supervisors. So while
supervisors try best to make sure
everyone is safe, they can’t ob-
serve everything. Cameras being
added is just another supervisor
with surveillance, which is a great
help to your hardworking staff.

Additionally, if students know
they are consistently monitored,
they will focus on their behavior in
a more appropriate manner. For ex-
ample, if one wanted to throw trash
around the school and knew no
one would find out they may con-
tinue with their decision. But now
they are aware their actions could
be seen, they may rethink their
next move and think more smart-
er. Even though all students won’t
be watched all day it’s an effective
way to ensure students rethink their
decisions and it will affect others or
the school before proceeding with
a questionable choice.

In total, having cameras placed
within our walls and grounds at
John Burroughs is an advantage
for everyone’s sake. The ultimate
desire isn’t to lurk on students
behavior or daily activities, but to
monitor the school premise. This
new adjustment may be a little un-
familiar at first but it’s the ultimate
safety measure. Basically it’s just
like having an extra set of eyes to
keep everyone safe.

By LESLIE WITRAGO HERNANDEZ
CuB REPORTER
PRO

There are multiple cons on
having cameras around John Bur-
roughs High School. To start off on
the cons, the obvious ones are in-
vasion of privacy, misuse or abuse
of surveillance footage, increased
anxiety or stress, risk of cameras
getting hacked, and students may
find or try a way to disable the
cameras.

We are in a school full of teen-
agers that are in relationships and
some kids might feel like when
they are with their significant oth-
er they are being watched and they
can feel uncomfortable. When be-
ing in school you should feel safe
and comfortable, but if there are
cameras kids might not feel com-
fortable. There are also some stu-
dents that are close with some of
the staff around school and that
can affect the student-teacher rela-
tionship and trust. Now that there
are cameras they might not have
trust in them since they are being
watched and they could feel like
the teachers or staff could judge
them based on what they do or act
around their peers, so there would
be no trust or the student won’t
feel comfortable talking to the
teachers or staff anymore and the
whole point is for the students to
feel comfortable with the adults at
our school.

Misuse or abuse of surveillance
footage is a big con because yes the
cameras are for our safety but we
all know the staff is going to use
them for other reasons, like kids
ditching or kids smoking around
school. Although I don’t agree with
kids smoking I know that some
use it for stress and since school
is stressful they might smoke in
school. Yes we know it’s not al-
lowed but not once has it harmed
anyone at school. Our school sent
emails to our parents saying they
cameras were being put up for
“safety reasons” and yes that might
be some of the reason but there is
more to it that wasn’t said in the
email. We also don’t know who
has access to these cameras and at
our school there have been teach-
ers that were accused of weird
stuff and how do we know that

whoever is watching the footages
aren’t misusing them because back
to kids being in relationships and
being with their significant other at
school they will obviously kiss and
stuff so we just don’t know what
might happen.

Many kids in school have anx-
iety and stress, having cameras at
school might increase their stress
and anxiety levels since they are
being watched the whole time
they are in school they will have to
be more careful on what they are
doing since it might be taken the
wrong way. On the cameras it will
be easy to misunderstand certain
situations. There are also kids that
already feel nervous at school and
now that cameras are up that will
make them more nervous.

This next and final con goes
with the stress and anxiety increase
and that is that the cameras can
get hacked and the footage can get
leaked and that would obviously
increase the students anxiety level
because let's say the cameras get
hacked and whoever hacked them
could release the footage and there
we go back to the students having
to be careful on what they are do-
ing in school. Students should feel
comfortable in their school and not
have to worry about what they are
doing. Also if the footage would
get leaked and people at our school
see it some kids could get bullied
or harassed.

The real question is why would
we want cameras at our school if
there are so many cons. Did the
staff even think about any of these
consequences of having them? In
our high school for many years we
never had cameras and we’ve been
safe. I have been at John Burroughs
for 4 years already and in the first
three years there were no function-
ing cameras and we’ve been safe.
Yes 1 understand that last year
there were a lot of issues with stu-
dents sneaking in our school and
hoping over the fence but even if
they are cameras some people still
might do it and won’t care if they
get caught, and for the students in
our school it is not fair they have to
feel uncomfortable or for their anx-
iety to go up just because of other
people’s decisions.
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GRAN TURISMO MOVIE REVIEW

By DoRrIAN DE JESUS
CUB REPORTER

The popular Simulation Rac-
ing game Gran Turismo has a new
movie with a release date of Au-
gust 25, 2023.The movie is about
the impossible dream of teenager
Jann Mardenborough, a regular
Gran Turismo player, getting to
race with Nissan’s GT Academy
and proving everyone wrong in be-
coming a real racing driver. Direct-
ed by Neill Blomkamp (District 9,
Elysium), Archie Madekwe as Jann
Mardenborough, David Harbour as
his coach Jack Salter, and Orlando
Bloom as Nissan’s head of Market-
ing, with screenplay by Jason Hall
and Zach Baylin.

This is a racing/sports drama,
featuring 134 minutes of riveting
racing and all the drama that comes
with it. The movie has an overar-
ching theme of that if you put in
the work and the effort, it doesn’t
matter what anyone says you can
or can’t do.

I’ll be the first to admit, I had
my doubts. Movie adaptations of
video games have been historical-
ly terrible. Only recently with the
release of the Sonic the Hedgehog
duology-soon-to-be-trilogy ~ and
the Super Mario Bros Movie have
video game movies started to claw
their way back up from the hole
that was dug. Those games have

stories, but a movie about a Sim-
ulation Racing game? | was a bit
worried when I first heard the an-
nouncement, but I was absolutely
floored upon watching it for the
first time. Would I watch it again?
Absolutely.

The movie tells the true story of
teenage Gran Turismo player Jann
Mardenborough who has dreams
of becoming a racing driver. He
practices on Gran Turismo every
day, to the disdain of his parents
and especially his father. Through
his practice, Jann gets the chance
to go and compete as part of Nis-
san’s Official Motorsports Racing
Team. Joining their GT Academy,
he trains to become a real racing
driver from playing Gran Turismo.
Early on in the movie, Jann asks
his disapproving father, “Wasn’t it
you who said we should do what
we love?” Jann asks his father af-
ter he disapproves of his playing of
Gran Turismo. His father (and ev-
eryone else he knows) blows it off
as just “a stupid video game” that
he plays all day, but in the end it’s
his experience with GT that gets
him into the GT Academy and onto
the Nissan Racing Team.

The standout scene has to be the
whole 24 Hours at LeMans racing
scene, which was beautifully shot.
Specifically, the scene on the Mul-
sanne Straight wherein Jann, while

speeding down the straightaway,
visualizes himself back in his room
playing Gran Turismo with the en-
tire car coming apart as he thinks
back. Then followed by the car
coming back together as he re-en-
ters the moment and continues
down the Mulsanne Straight.

This movie actually reminds
me a lot of Ford vs Ferrari. They
share many similarities, such as
being about a skilled racing driver
whom nobody believes can actual-
ly do it, and how he proves them
all wrong when finally given the
chance to compete.

If you enjoyed Ford vs Ferrari,
Gran Turismo will not disappoint.
The movie has excellent pacing, it
never gets boring and is very cap-
tivating. The whole story is intense
and yet sincere, and has an amaz-
ingly satisfying ending.

The racing action and editing,
along with the VFX being really
immersive is definitely the best
trait of the movie, which in my pro-
fessional opinion is top notch, and
the excellent sound design really
caught my attention. The sounds of
the engine, and the camera working
in tandem with the editing makes
for weighty and engaging racing
action. The little sound effects and
details from the actual Gran Tur-
ismo game spread throughout the
movie were a real treat and such

a cool little detail every time they
popped up.

If T had to name something that
could be improved, the extended
party scene in Tokyo would be the
only thing I could say is my least
favorite, but it’s not bad in any
way. It serves a purpose in the sto-
ry and doesn’t even linger for too
long. There are many things added
to the movie that aren’t exactly part
of the original story, but were add-
ed to make it into a better movie
experience, which I suppose is fair
enough. The movie poster gives a
general idea as to what the movie
will be about, the actors featured,
and general information about the
movie such as release date and who
made it.

I would highly recommend this
movie to fans of the sports drama
genre, racing movie genre, racing
fans, and to a lesser extent, fans
of the actual game. If you enjoy a
satisfying sports/drama story with
plenty of authentic, gripping racing
action, you will enjoy Gran Turis-
mo. Even for average or avid mov-
iegoers, it’s a very well made mov-
ie with excellent editing and very
entertaining racing action. A very
solid movie all around, it is abso-
lutely worth the price, go watch it.

UrsA MAJOR

Aries (Mar.21- Apr.19) - : You may face some adversities on your personal journey to reach your goals. You will deal with stress, but it will all be worth it in the end.
Don’t let anyone, including yourself, get into your head. Don’t be afraid to put yourself out there and try new things.
Taurus (Apr.20- May 20): You will find yourself much busier than usual. It seems that those things that take up your time are much more rich and complicated than
you may have first realized. You are a highly intellectual and creative person, use your skills in order to deal with your new busy schedule.

Gemini (May 21- Jun.20): This month, you will be greeted with prosperity and a surprising opportunity. People will begin to see all of your hard work and you will
be appreciated. Keep your head up, and strive to keep working hard.
Cancer (Jun.21- Jul.22): You are heading into a time of new beginnings. Some changes in life are out of your control. Take opportunities, even if you believe you
will fail. You may only see that opportunity once in your life. You are on the verge of a breakthrough, use these new beginnings to push yourself.

1 OROSCOPES

Leo (Jul.23- Aug.22): This month, you are promised to have a great period of growth and achievement! Your focus and determination will help you surpass all your
goals and overcome obstacles. This will be your reward. Make sure to keep your unique imagination and utilize it in your everyday life through this time of growth.
Virgo (Aug.23- Sept.22): Success is just in reach now, you must have faith in your abilities and you will find success sooner than expected. Make sure to put yourself
out there and experience new things-both good and bad. Make new friends and form new relationships-this will only catapult your success.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct.22): Your hard work will pay off soon. Don’t push yourself too hard, and step back to reflect on your current relationships. You have a pretty
good grasp on when to commit to things, however, you should consider going out of your way every now and then to help someone in need.

Scorpio (Oct.23- Nov.21) : Your ideas spark growth within the others you surround yourself with. Your enlightenment will bring out the best in them and your opti-
mism will allow said enlightenment to flourish and grow.

Sagittarius (Nov.22- Dec.21): People admire your free spirit but being noncommittal can disadvantage you both academically and socially.

Capricorn (Dec.22- Jan. 19): A proposition will come your way soon, forcing you to put away your fear of commitment and dig deep inside to come to your true
conclusion on who you are as a person. The right answer will find you if you allow it to.

Aquarius (Jan.20- Feb.18): Good ideas are coming your way! Ideas may strike you at any time so be prepared for anything. Go out and take a walk to let the ideas
flow-these ideas will lead to a period of self-enlightenment and growth.

Pisces (Feb.19- Mar.20): You are a unique, independent, and creative dreamer with a big heart for everyone but yourself. Make sure to keep time for yourself, take
some risks,and have fun. Try to do something different. You never know what can be holding you back.
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By RYAN HERNANDEZ
CuB REPORTER

The John Burroughs Bears are
coming off a huge season last year
going 7-4 while making playoffs
for the second year in a row. On
top of that, they made second in
League behind Pasadena. During
the off-season, the Bears had a cou-
ple changes to the coaching staff
including Assistant Head Coach /
Defensive Coordinator Ron Jones
and Offensive Coordinator Joe
Maiale. They stay with the same
Head Coach, Jesse Craven, who
has led them to success years pri-
or. The Bears are looking to make
playoffs for the third year in a row
and Head Coach Jesse Craven has
a plan. After talking to the head
coach, he mentioned that they have
eight returning offensive starters
and six returning defensive start-
ers. He is also very excited for this
group and mentions that they are
a very hard working group of kids
and if they keep working hard and
pushing as a team, he sees them
doing great things. Coach Craven
also mentions how he was very
excited for the North Hollywood
game as that is where he went to
high school. Coach Ron Jones
graduated from John Muir High
School and was also very excited
to play them.

The team has six captains, Jake
Scazzola, Ryan Hernandez, Ethan
Hubbell, Santiago Sanchez, Bro-
dy Bebee, and Alex Valenzuela.
Ethan Hubbell, Ryan Hernandez,
and Brody Bebee have all been on
Varsity since their freshman year.
Jake Scazzola came to the school
last year and showed an impact
right away as he made All-Pacific
League offense nominations with
17 catches and 337 yards with 7
touchdowns in only 6 games. One
game, Jake had 3 touchdowns
against John Muir which lead them
to a win and secured them second
place in League and a playoff spot.
Ryan Hernandez had a part to play
with that win also by adding 2 in-
terceptions onto it including one to
seal the game on Muir’s game win-
ning drive. We talked to Captains
Jake Scazzola and Alex Valenzu-
cla to ask them about their goals
for the season. When asking Jake

about his goals, he said, "My main
goal is to get over 1000 receiving
yards and 20 touchdowns, but as a
team the main goal is to win CIF
and League championships.”

Alex was asked that same ques-
tion and he said things similar to
the team goals, but individually he
said, "T have my eye on All-League
first team and trying to lead the
team in tackles. I'm also looking
to make a huge impact on offense
this year.”

There are many star players
who were not named captain in-
cluding Chris Kulikov, Noah Fren-
kel, Patrick Lima, Colin Jimenez,
and Reese Shuton. Last year Chris
had a huge season making All-CIF
and getting attention from many
colleges. We decided to ask Chris
how he feels about the team this
year and how he expects the season
to go. Chris states, "1 have a lot of
faith in this team, we have worked
so hard this off season and we want
to prove everyone wrong. Our of-
fense has made improvements and
people stepped up into areas that
we lost last year and are doing
great. I see us doing great things.”

The Bears have 5 home games
and 5 away games, one of the away
games being against Burbank
High which means it is at Memo-
rial Field. The team started off the
season against Harvard Westlake
on August 18th at home. The John
Burroughs Bears took a huge vic-
tory against the Harvard-Westlake
Wolverines 28-0, on August 18,
2023 at home. The Leading offen-
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sive players were Chris Kulikov,
Jake Scazzola, Ryan Hernandez,
and Alex Valenzuela. Chris Ku-
likov completed 12 of 23 pass-
es, 126 passing yards, 3 passing
Touchdowns and 1 rushing Touch-
down. Jake Scazzola caught 4 pass-
es for 40 yards and 1 Touchdown.
Ryan Hernandez caught 4 passes
for 41 yards and also 1 Touchdown
to add onto that. Alex Valenzuela
caught 2 passes for 26 yards and 1
Touchdown also.

Then the Bears went on the road
to play the Fillmore Flashes on
August 25th. The John Burroughs
Bears took another win against the
Flashes on August 25, 2023 at Fill-
more's home field. Ethan Hubbell
got onto the leader board for top
10 all-time for longest touchdown
reception in a game which was 85
yards. Chris Kulikov completed 7
out of 11 passes for 219 yards and
2 passing touchdowns. Santiago
Sanchez ran for 2 touchdowns and
had an interception on the defen-
sive side of the ball. Noah Frenkel
also had a rushing touchdown to
start the game. After the game we
talked to Sanchez about how he
feels about the rest of the season
and he said "I'm very excited for
what this team will be able to do,
we still have mistakes to clean up
but we have a lot of potential.”

Next, the Bears played St. Gen-
evieve on September 1st at Los
Angeles Valley College taking
another roaring win. Just like last
week, Ethan Hubbell put anoth-
er stat on the record books with

another 80 yard reception. Alex
Valenzuela had a huge game with
2 touchdowns and Jake Scazzola
also had over 100 yards receiving
this game. We talked to Scazzola
about the win and he said, "We had
a lot of ups and downs this game
but it was definitely a good team
win that will keep us pushing for
games forward.”

They ended their road streak
with playing 3 straight home
games, North Hollywood on Sep-
tember 8th, Village Christan on
September 14th, and Pasadena
September 25th. After a forfeit
from North Hollywood, the team
unexpectedly played La Canada
on September 8th. The John Bur-
roughs Bears had a phenomenal
win against the La Cafiada Spartans
at home. The Bears played great
on the offensive side of the ball,
scoring 6 times the first 6 drives,
the first time they punted was in
the fourth quarter. Jake Scazzola
had an absolutely crazy game with
3 touchdowns and 1 interception.
Ethan Hubbell and Alex Valenzu-
ela added onto those touchdowns.
Ryan Hernandez had an inter-
ception at the end of the game to
make sure the game was sealed.
We talked to Ethan Hubbell after
the game and he talked about how
he felt about this upcoming week
against Village Christan. Hubbell
states, “This upcoming week is a
huge week as we are the underdogs
and this is our most challenging
opponent yet, I am confident in our
team to do great things and execute
their jobs.”

After Pasadena, the Bears play
2 straight away games against John
Muir on October 8th, and Arcadia
on October 12th. They will come
back and play Crescenta Valley at
home on October 20th which is
also the Bears Senior Night. To fin-
ish off the regular season, the Bears
will play in the yearly rivalry game
against Burbank High on October
27th which is also the Homecom-
ing game. Everyone is very excited
for this upcoming season and can
not wait to see how good the John
Burroughs Bears will do this year.
Everyone should go out and show
some support to as many games as
they can! Go Bears!
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By SHALINI PATHAK
CUB REPORTER

The Girls' Tennis team here at
Burroughs has a long and mean-
ingful history intertwined with the
school and are looking forward to a
great season. John Burroughs High
School Girls’ Tennis contributes
tons of life and fun to the school
with their outstanding members.
As a whole, the team is brought
together by two coaches: Roy Ber-
nhardt and Gajan Fernando.

Coach Bernhardt played on the
tennis team at Los Angeles Valley
College after playing practically
his whole life. Since his playing
days, he has proceeded with dedi-
cated passion and patience for the
game of tennis as a coach. Bern-
hardt’s fifty-four years of coaching
have been motivated by his true
commitment and love for the sport.

BY JOHN ANDEREGG
CuB REPORTER

The new school year kicks off
with our Fall sports! Among them
is JBHS’s very own Boys’ Water
Polo team, who have started their
season off with an impressive 4-1
record.

Coaches Jacob Cook and Mar-
tin Ortega-Jennison are excited to
help the team to victory this sea-
son. Coach Jacob Cook shared,
“We have a talented group of play-
ers that are still young but very ex-
perienced. They have great poten-
tial and expect them to do well this
season.” He also shared his goals
for this season, “Our goals are to
play for a League Championship
and go as far as we can into the
CIF playoffs. We always strive to
learn and grow as a team having
a positive experience and self-im-
provement.” Both coaches played
Water Polo in high school (at Ale-
many and Burroughs respectively)
and played for their college team at
Valley College.

The Varsity team is led this year
by Captains lan Duffield and Harri-
son Siegel, two Junior utility play-
ers who have both been playing for
around three years. As for goals for
this season Duffield stated, “Per-
sonally, my goal is to help lead my
team and help them get ready for

GIRLS' TENNIS

Bernhardt's partner in coaching
is Coach Fernando. Both of their
love for the game also emanates
through the fact that they not only
coach every level of Girls’ Tennis,
but also Boys’ Tennis (who haven’t
yet started their season).

Coach Fernando previously
played on the Burroughs tennis
team and claims his time on the
team inspired him to become a
coach, “I remember the impact
coaches had on me.”

Additionally, Gajan Fernando
has been teaching for around seven
years.

The captains of the Girls’ tennis
team include Hannah Lewis, Abby
Stell, and Sophia Luna. Captain
Abby Stell states “As a captain |
want to push and improve my team,
so we can get better and hopefully
get to CIF.” Abby has played for

three years with school teams and
has worked incredibly hard during
her freshman and sophomore years
to show her dedication to the team.
The deciding factor of her captain-
cy was an essay she wrote for her
consideration.

Everyone on the Girls’ Tennis
team has played and worked in-
credibly hard for their spot on the
respected team. With the upcoming
season fast approaching, the girls
are actively working every day to
help improve themselves and the
team as a whole. To prepare for the
season, Coach Fernando claims,
“This season we are focusing on
hitting and footwork.” This year
the coaches players, and viewers
all have an optimistic outlook on
the forthcoming season.

Tennis is a massive part of
Burroughs history, ranging from

Boys' WATER POLO
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next season. As a team, it’s to get
us to finals.”

JV’s Captain this year is Serob
Berberyan, a Sophomore who has
been playing water polo for two
years. He shared some of his feel-
ings about becoming Captain this
year stating that, “I became Cap-
tain because within the sport I put
in hard work and all of the possibil-
ities of what was to come into my
mind.” His goals this year are, “...
to do all I can to better the team in
and outside of the water.”

Ian Duffield, Harrison Sie-
gel, and Logan Turla are the star
players of the season. All three of
them are utility players and play
club year-round. The top defensive
player of the season is their Goalie,
Atticus Mata.

Boys Water Polo had their first
games of the season in the Pasa-
dena Poly Tournament on August

25th and 26th. Varsity won their
first game against the La Serna
Lancers on August 25th with a
score of 17-8 but lost their second
game against the Pasadena Poly
Panthers with a score of 11-6.

Varsity came back with a win-
ning streak on the second day of
the tournament however, winning
their first game against the South
Pasadena Tigers with a 14-3 score
and again in their second game
against the Sunny Hills Lancers
with a 16-7 score. They placed
third overall in the Pasadena Poly
Tournament.

The top players of the tour-
nament were Atticus Mata with
38 saves, 10 steals, and 2 assists,
Harrison Seigel with 20 goals, 10
steals, and 7 assists, Logan Turla
with 5 goals, 10 steals, and 6 as-
sists, Nicola Nasev with 5 goals, 7
steals, and 3 assists, and lan Duff-

inspiring matches to incredible
players, the Burroughs Girls’ ten-
nis team continues to impress us.
The upcoming season is looking
increasingly promising with the
surprising amount of new talent
and dedicated previous talent. The
turnout of prospective freshman
players trying out this year was far
more than in years past.

Some of the main rivals of the
Girls’ tennis team this year include
Burbank High School Crescenta
Valley, Arcadia High School, Glen-
dale High School, and Pasadena
High School.

These schools are also rivals of
many of the other sports programs
here at Burroughs.

The girls’ tennis team this year
is entering a very promising season
and we are sure they will make us
proud. Go bears!

ield with 11 goals, 6 steals, and 5
assists.

Varsity played again on August
30th at La Canada against the La
Canada Spartans, winning 17-3.
The top players of the game were
Harrison Seigel with 7 goals, 2
steals, and 3 assists, Atticus Mata
with 13 saves and 2 steals, and Lo-
gan Turla with 1 goal, 6 steals, and
2 assists.

Coach Jacob Cook comment-
ed, “We are having a great start to
the season opening 4-1! We have
had some blowout wins but we
are getting ready for some more
competitive matches in the follow-
ing weeks. The team is starting to
mesh well and find their identity.
We all have to believe in ourselves
and trust one another once we can
do that a League championship
could be within reach and a run in
CIF playoffs. I'm very excited to
coach this young group of athletes
this year we have a lot of talents
and potential. Now it’s on them to
show what they are capable of.”

The Boys’ Varsity team have
games Tuesday, September 19th at
Burroughs and Tuesday, Septem-
ber 26th at Arcadia. Make sure to
go support the Boys’ Water Polo
teams at their upcoming games!
Good luck Bears!
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BY NARRISSA WAREEBOR
CUB REPORTER

The 2023-2024 John Burroughs
Girls’ Varsity Volleyball season
has started off strong after working
consistently over summer. With
Head Coach Edwin Real, they are
bound to have a successful year.
After getting up bright and ear-
ly and going to school every day
during the summer, their work has
visibly shown the amount of hard
work and dedication all the players
have put into this program.

It was a choice for these players
to come into the gym every day and
give it their all even while facing
challenges throughout the whole
experience. The team spends every
practice preparing for a successful
season that they all believe can
happen.

There is some fierce compe-
tition with the upcoming games
ahead, facing really competitive
teams such as Crescenta Valley,
Arcadia, and Providence requires
the team to really test their mental
and physical skills and come out
and play how they plan to.

Coaches / Alumni Charlotte
Hobson and Cami Sanchez have
pushed the players throughout the
summer not only training them
physically but also teaching them
one of the most difficult challeng-
es; controlling their mindset.

The players have been taught
how to keep up a positive mind-
set not only for themselves but for
all their teammates that they are
always around. The team says “If
you aren’t able to play for your-
self, play for your teammates.”
This quote is a very motivating
statement considering the fact that
getting out of your head is such a
hard thing to do in the middle of a
game. This team is determined to
never give up no matter what cir-
cumstances they are in.

Throughout the summer time,
John Burroughs Girls Varsity Vol-
leyball Team played strong and
competitively, showing improve-
ment along the way every single
day. Although not every game was
a win, they were able to leave the
gym saying that they worked hard
and tried their best.

Leading the team along this

journey are captains Sadie Lom-
et, Tawnie Ohrt, and Tara Rauen-
swinder. These three Seniors have
given everyone a boost of posi-
tivity and genuine enjoyment for
this team, as they are always on
it to bring everyone up no matter
what. Sadie Lomet says, “I am very
grateful to have the opportunity of
leading my teammates and have
them along my side throughout
this upcoming season. This team
has shown a lot of potential and
passion with our desire to win has
brought us all closer together.”

The girls got ready for this up-
coming season by making sure to
do a lot of bonding on and off the
court. Practicing and going through
drills may seem like a big part of
doing good as a team but, it all
wouldn’t come together if the team
didn’t have good chemistry.

The John Burroughs Girls’ Var-
sity Volleyball Team has stated that
they feed off of the energy that they
all give each other. The way every-
one gets along pushes and moti-
vates their will to win.

A main goal for this team is to
bounce back and win League after
the rocky finish to last year’s sea-
son. Everyone believes that their
goal is 100% possible considering
how they are currently looking.
Seeing that they are building their
physical and mental skill level ev-
eryday.

Starting the season, the John
Burroughs Girls® Varsity Volley-
ball team has bounced back against
the Granada Hills Highlanders 25-
15, 25-19, 16-25, and 25-15. Al-
though this wasn’t a league game,

GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL

the Highlanders have been one of
the stronger opponents against the
Burroughs Bears for the past few
seasons.

A singular set was taken from
the Bears in the third round, but
they came right back keeping them
at 15 points like how they did in
the first set. This game took place
on August 17th, at 3:45 PM at John
Burroughs High School, making it
be the first home game for the start
of their season.

Leading the team with 19 to-
tal kills was Senior Sadie Lomet
who plays all around being aggres-
sive on both offense and defense.
According to Sadie, she really
believes that the team has experi-
enced some major improvement
and winning the game against
the Highlanders has really shown
some outstanding dedication which
was highly appreciated.
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The team has been working
consistently hard every day after
school and plays 2-3 games every
week. Each opposing team has
been pretty competitive making it
a game the Bears have to truly put
their all into in order to reach their
goal of winning.

The John Burroughs Girls’ Var-
sity Volleyball team will be facing
more challenging schools hoping
for their efforts to really show off
and make everything worth all the
hours they’ve put into this team.
The Bears have proved that they
are more than capable of achieving
their goal of just simply having a
successful season.

After experiencing some tough
losses against big opponents, Glen-
dale High School and Crescenta
Valley High School, the Burroughs
Bears are now working harder for
the next time they have to play
against the same teams making
sure they’re confident in actually
winning the whole game.

John Burroughs Girls’ Varsity
Volleyball team has a really strong
connection with one another which
makes it a lot easier for the whole
team to play together every game.
This team’s bond has been building
ever since the beginning of Sum-
mer so they’re friendship helps a
lot on the court.

While preparing for rival school
Burbank High School, the Bears
come together as a team to make
their own customized t-shirts sup-
porting the John Burroughs Girls’
Volleyball Program. The t-shirts
advertise and show off the fact that
they will be playing the school’s
rival team and that they are going
to win.
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By Kayra CABRAL
PHOTOGRAPHER, CARTOONIST

Welcome back from summer
Bears, coming back also means
the sports seasons are kicking-off.
Speaking of sports, a great team
we have at John Burroughs High
School is the endurance sport,
Cross Country Mr. Peebles, has
been training the team hard all
summer to make sure they're ready
for this season's upcoming races.

Coach Peebles is a great coach,
he always makes sure his athletes
are hydrated and have a positive
attitude when running. Mr. Pee-
bles became a Coach because he
not only really liked how great
his coaches were to him but also
looked up to them when he grad-
uated from John Burroughs High
School. Coach Peebles's goal for
this Cross Country season is to
“Help everyone be the best they
can be athletically and as a per-
son.”

The first run of the year for the
Cross country bears at John Bur-
roughs High School was a great
success, many runners got medals
and many got amazing times. The
race was The Great Cow Run and
it was in Norwalk, on September
2nd, 2023. The top runners were
the Varsity boys and the Varsity
Girls. For the Varsity Boys they
placed 5th out of 24 teams. The to-
tal number of runners in their race
was 191. Of the ten Varsity boys
who raced, Alex Acevedo (number

CROSS COUNTRY

21) had the fastest time of 15:35,
followed by Liam Elingsworth
(number 24) who finished with a
time of 15:42. Next was Nathan
Marca (number 33) time was 15:48,
Then Danny Camacho (number
37) time was 15:52, followed by
Justin Cano (number 42) time was
15:58. After them came Christo-
pher Miguel (number 44) with
a time of 16:00, Next, was Nick
Delgado (number 57) who's time
was 16:18. Then, Sherman Jones
(number 97) with a time of 17:07,
followed by Rogelio Raya (num-
ber 122) who's time was 17:46, and
lastly Dylan Chua (number 127)
who's time was 17:52. For Varsity
Girls, they didn’t have enough run-
ners to place in League but they did
have really good time placements.
Although all four Varsity girls did
great, one stood out the most; Isa-
bella Galutians got the fastest time
out of the four Burroughs girls. She
was number 8 out of 149 girls in
her race and her time was 17:53.

If you would like to see the
Bears compete this season, here
is their race schedule for the up-
coming races. The Pacific League
Preview Meet is scheduled to be
Thursday, September 21st at Cres-
centa Valley Park. The team's next
race is the Bellarmine - Sacred
Heart Invitational, and is expected
to be on Saturday, September 30th
at Griffith Park. Next, they have
the Pacific League Meet #1, sched-
uled for Thursday, October 12th at
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Arcadia Park. The team then has
the Pacific League Finals sched-
uled to be on Thursday, November
2nd at Crescenta Valley Park.

The Cross Country team does
not have any team captains be-
cause Coach Peebles believes any-
one can be a leader. Although all of
the Cross Country team has been
working really hard all summer for
the upcoming races, two players
have stood out the most these past
two months, Isabella Galustians
and Liam Elingsworth. Isabella
Galustians is a Junior here at John
Burroughs High School and Liam
Elingsworth is a Sophomore.

Isabella Galustians has been
on the Cross Country team since
she was a Freshman and she didn’t
have much experience before she
joined but she was ready for the
challenge and she made Varsity.
She always works really hard and
puts in the effort at practice and
at races. Isabella says, “The sec-
ond you tell yourself something
is hard it becomes hard.” Her goal
this year is to get top three in the
League for Varsity Girls. Her ad-
vice for people joining the team is
to always stay focused and never
give up even when it feels impos-
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sible, just keep going.

Liam Elingsworth has been on
the Cross Country team for a year
and he’s going into his second year.
Even though he only started Cross
Country last year, he has improved
quite a lot and is continuing to
every day. He always works hard
and makes sure to put in the effort
every practice. Liam's goal this
year is to make it to CIF and get
his three mile time to 15:30. Liam
says, “Stay hard, stay focused.”
His advice for people joining the
Cross Country team is to practice
a lot and always put in the work.

This Cross Country season
,2there is only one senior, his name
is Nicholas Delgado. He has been
a part of the Cross Country team
since he was a Sophomore. He’s a
very passionate runner and always
looks out for his teammates. His
advice for incoming freshman is
“Just keep moving forward as they
all say, don’t let anything bring you
down and always shine your way
to the top of that great key of suc-
cess.”

Good luck to all the Bears run-
ning this season and stay hydrated.
GO BEARS!!!
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By JAKE ScozzoLA
CuB REPORTER

Girl's Golf for the John Bur-
roughs Bears is coming into season
and has made some changes since
last year. Brand new Coach of the
team Tabitha Davis is starting her
first ever year coaching and is com-
ing at it with a different approach
than many.

Tabitha Davis wants to go
through this season making sure
she creates a supportive environ-
ment so her players can be in the
best mental health possible this
year. When asked about the Coach
and how she's doing, Senior Justine
Hamac says “She created a fun and
friendly environment for everyone
to play in.”

When Junior Madison Odo was
asked about the new Coach she
said similar things saying, “She’s
nice and wants us to have good
mental health because golf is a
very challenging mental sport.”

Sophomore Jayden Daroya also

GIRLS' GOLF

had a similar answer saying “She
is very supportive and has done a
great job creating a positive envi-
ronment for the team.” This new
approach may be the key to success
throughout this season.

While we’re coming to the start
of the new season, there is a lot of
excitement from these girls about
it. Some members of the team are
Senior Justine Hamac, Junior Mad-
ison Odo, and Sophomore Jayden
Daroya. There are a lot of hopes
of improvement and growth from
these girls and they’re seeking out
big things this season. When asked
about her goals for the season, Se-
nior returning player Justine Ha-
mac said “My goal for the season is
to qualify for CIF since it’s my last
year and I haven’t before.”

Junior Madison Odo had some
goals of her own saying, “One of
my goals for this season is shooting
lower/ taking less strokes so I can
improve my overall score.”

When asked about her goals
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for the season, Sophomore Jayden
Daroya stated some similar goals
saying, “My goal for this year is to
make it to CIF and also to improve
my putting.” The Burroughs Bears
really do have their eyes on the
prize this season.

The Bears had their season
opening Tournament Tuesday the
5th at Eaton Canyon golf course
against 6 teams. This faceoff con-
sisted of Burroughs, Arcadia, Cres-
centa Valley, Burbank High, Pas-
adena, Glendale, and John Muir
High. Each of these teams have a
lot of talent and are tough oppo-
nents to be facing this year. The
Bears ended up placing 4th Over-
all in the tournament but had some
very promising aspects to carry out
from it. When asked about the tour-
nament Justine Hamac had some
great things to say about herself
and the other girls who participat-
ed, she comments, “I did pretty
well I shot a 42 and the other girls
also played well shooting around

the high 40’s to low 50’s” Definite-
ly a promising season with scores
like those.

Madison Odo was also satisfied
with the bears performance saying
“It went well, the weather was nice
so it was easier to play in and ev-
eryone's scores were lower than the
last match.”

Everyone seemed pleased with
their performances, like Jayden
Daroya who played well for her
first tournament. “Personally I feel
like I played pretty well for my
first tournament. We ended up in
fourth place but [ am confident that
we will continue to grow and im-
prove.” The Bears were all pleased
with their performances and are
confident in seeing success later on
and possibly championships are in
the future for them.

The Bears are playing again
next Wednesday against all those
same schools and are looking for-
ward to taking one step closer to
reaching their goals.
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Law Enforcement; Transportation and Aviation; Engineering and Construction;
Arts and Media; Band
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By CozETTE TORRES
CuB REPORTER

High school is a time when stu-
dents strive to find their passions,
solidify their identities, and build
lasting connections. In such a di-
verse and vibrant community, it is
essential to celebrate the unique-
ness that each individual brings.
At this year’s Club Rush, there
is one club that echoed the senti-
ments of unity and acceptance—
the Multi-Ethnic Student Alliance.

The Multi-Ethnic Student Alli-
ance, or MESA, meets on the first
Tuesday of every month in the
Drama room and is supervised by
Beth Meberg, our school’s drama
teacher.

The primary objective of the
club is to, in the words of Jacob
Bowers, one of the founders of
MESA, “teach [students] about
the issues that biracial people face,
like the struggles to fit into either
culture and also statistical infor-
mation about biracial people out in
the world and... [to] create an en-
vironment where people can learn

MESA CLUB

and people can be comfortable in.”

Throughout the event, two
MESA members, Jacob Bowers
and Sarah Eichwald, enthusias-
tically explained their goals and
initiatives, attracting students who
were eager to explore different cul-
tures and broaden their horizons.
They welcomed attendees with
open arms (and fistfuls of Jolly
Ranchers), creating an atmosphere
that was both inviting and celebra-
tory.

MESA’s commitment to cultur-
al awareness was evident through
an impressive variety of activities
and events that they have planned
for the forthcoming year. These
initiatives seek to educate, inform,
and inspire the entire school com-
munity.

Club Rush also gave voice to
two members of the MESA, who
shared their personal experiences
and perspectives on cultural identi-
ty. These courageous students shed
light on the challenges they’ve
faced and how MESA has served
as a support system. They empha-

ImMmPROV CLUB

BY ELIZABETH BROWNGARDT
CuB REPORTER

Improv club is a club here
at John Burroughs High School
where students can improv, play
games, and learn improv skills. Ev-
ery Friday at lunch, club members
meet in the drama room (6101)* to
do improv. The club is hosted by
the drama department and anyone
can and should join. Tons of people
come with no experience and it’s a
goal to teach them certain improv
tricks and ways to improve their
improv skills. Anyone can do im-
prov!

Around twenty people usual-
ly show up to the club. They start
with lessons, and then do one game
with a few people and one game
with many people. They end each
meeting with the “scenes in a box”
game. Members put scene ideas in
a box, then the performers act out
the silly ideas. For example, “What

if Mr. Ladd was at a heavy metal
concert?”

The goal of the club is to have
an amazing time and learn some
extra skills along the way. The club
has existed for a long time at John
Burroughs High School and can
help aspiring actors gain import-
ant improv skills. It was started so
students can have fun every Friday.
There are three club presidents that
help lead the club.

There is no need to sign up,
the drama room is always open.
People should join with no fear of
having to participate on stage, it’s
all voluntary. Students don’t have
to participate, they can watch their
friends on stage. Improv teacher,
Mrs. Meaveburg, participates in
the improv club games. “She’s al-
ways there to give her big laugh,”
says Max Meserve, a president of
the improv club.

sized the importance of embracing
all cultures and encouraging oth-
ers to join them on their journey
toward fostering inclusivity and
unity.

“I joined the club last year
when one of my friends [started]
it,” explained Sarah Eichwald,
“and I started attending because
I’'m Mexican- American and my
Mom is Mexican-American so [
was interested in that, and I wanted
to find a space where we could all
get together and get to know one
another.”

The impact of MESA extends
far beyond the confines of the club
itself. By promoting tolerance and
understanding in a high school en-
vironment, their initiative strength-
ens the bonds within our student
body. It sends a powerful message
that no matter our backgrounds, we

should stand together in harmony,
appreciating one another’s unique
qualities.

“You don’t have to come to all
the meetings,” Jacob Bowers said,
“that’s alright, come when you can.
Our doors are always open.”

In conclusion, this year’s Club
Rush at our high school was el-
evated by the presence of the
Multi-Ethnic ~ Student Alliance.
Their commitment to inclusivity,
acceptance, and appreciation of
diverse cultures resonated through-
out their display booth and inter-
actions with fellow students. As
MESA embarks on another event-
ful year, one thing is certain - the
power of unity and understanding
will continue to thrive within our
school community, thanks to this
exceptional club.

ASIAN CULTURE CLUB

By KYLEE JOHNSON
CuB REPORTER

The school-wide event, Club
Rush, was a very exciting and
fun opportunity for students to go
around the quad and discover clubs
and activities to join. One of the
clubs available to sign up for is
one that has a strong commitment
to provide allyship to Asian Amer-
ican students at John Burroughs
High School.

The Asian Culture Club focuses
on celebrating the many different
cultural aspects of the Asian and
Asian American communities. One
of the goals they have is to include
everyone in a diverse and inclusive
campus.

Ms. Kaur is the club’s advisor,
and she also teaches English on
campus. The club hosts meetings
once every month on Wednesdays
at lunchtime. You can attend the
meetings in room 2310.

The club has set a goal to get
as many people to sign up and join.
Anyone can join the Asian Culture
Club if they would like to, as there
aren’t any requirements for peo-
ple interested in joining. To attend
meetings, all you have to do is sign

up at any time that you want.

They plan to create a strong,
and more welcoming environment
for students, regardless of race,
gender, or nationality. The main
focus of the club is to listen to and
spread the voices of the American
Asian experience.

Many aspects of different cul-
tures are taught, and you can learn
to become more accepting of dif-
ferent people and perspectives.
The club is very helpful for people
trying to become more inclusive of
their peers.

You can enjoy authentic Asian
dishes, go to fun events, and partic-
ipate it fundraisers. You can even
earn service hours! The club is
very popular throughout the entire
school and many people enjoy at-
tending. The club also has an Insta-
gram account, JBHS Asian Culture
Club, where they post the meeting
times and celebrate Asian holidays.

Learning about more cultures
and how to be more inclusive is
a great way to show that you care
about others. If joining the Asian
Culture Club sounds interesting,
you should definitely give it a try!
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THUNDERBOLTS FRC TEaM 980 CLUB

By NOEL CEVENE
CuB REPORTER

The Thunderbots FRC Team
980 is the local robotics club for
Burbank Unified School District
in partnership with the NAF Engi-
neering Academy. Team members
come from both John Burroughs
and Burbank High School. In this
club, students can learn machin-
ing and manufacturing skills, 3D
part design and assemblies, how to
work with electrical components,
circuits, pneumatics, and java cod-
ing. In addition to the technical side
of things, students also learn ways
to develop a budget, presentations,
entrepreneurial management skills,
leadership and teamwork.

The Thunderbots FRC Team
980 has been around since 2002,
participating in the FRC which
stands for FIRST (For the Inspi-
ration and Recognition of Science
and Technology), Robotics Com-
petition. FRC is an opportunity
for teams from around the world
to build a robot and compete with
each other in a different game each
year. The team with the best func-
tioning robot wins. The competi-
tion season starts in January with
a new challenge and teams have 2
months to design, develop, build
and test a new robot for the game

contest.

Something interesting to note
is that the team is not just entire-
ly made up of engineers. There
are actually four departments re-
sponsible for successfully running
the team and meeting the goal of
building the robot. The Mechanical
Design department crafts the robot
on specialized software using 3D
modeling. Another Department is
Business and Outreach whose fo-
cus is to prepare how to best pres-
ent the team and robot in front of
the judges and the public includ-
ing responsibilities for designing
graphics and overseeing commu-
nity outreach. The Fabrication and
Assembly Departments works to
build the design, creating game
elements, prototypes, and assem-
bling the robot. Lastly, the Con-
trols Department works to build
the electrical components using
coding skills as well as run wiring
and testing the power for the robot.

The end result of each season is
the creation of a cool robot that can
both run on its own as well as be
controlled by the team. For exam-
ple, one robot that the Thunderbots
made, called Kitty, was designed to
chew up carpet and spit it out like
a real life cat. In the 2023 competi-
tion season, the team built Frankie,

JEWELRY CLUB

By JAYLYN BArRJOLO
CuB REPORTER

Dear John Burrough students,
we have many new great clubs on
campus, this includes the Jewelry
club!

This club teaches you how to
craft and also gives you the oppor-
tunity to express yourself and bring
out your imagination.

This club takes place
on Wednesdays, or every other
Wednesday during lunch. In Mr.
Everhart’s room, 2205.

Mr. Everhart teaches Math
along with Coaching Boys and
Girls Golf.

This club started because the
founders were very passionate

about jewelry and loved teaching.

And so, the club was approved
by ASB after putting an application
in their mailbox.

As for joining, anyone and ev-
eryone is welcome as long as you
have a positive learning attitude.

Right now there are currently
25 - 30 members, and there is no
deadline for when you can join.

You should join the jewelry
club because, “Jewelry Club is a
fun learning environment and you
get to express your creativity.”

For more information
you can find the Jewelry club @
jbhs_jewelryclub.

nicknamed from “Frankenstein”
because the robot was built from
many different components that
had to be changed frequently to
keep the robot alive. In fact, the
season’s tag line was, “It’s fine!
Just replace it and get back out
there!”

Frankie was designed to com-
pete in a game where it had to
traverse a 27ft. by 54ft. field to re-
trieve game pieces to score points
for the team. Frankie was tasked
to run autonomously with pre-pro-
grammed instructions for the first
15 seconds of the game, and then
the team took over the controls for
the remaining 2 minutes and 15
seconds of the match. For Frankie
to be able to pick up game pieces,
it was built using a folding arm
mechanism. The robot performed
well in competition, placing 36 out
of 44 in the Los Angeles Regional
as well as 18 out of 36 in the Aero-
space Valley Regional.

This past

ASL

2023 sea-

By MELEYNA MERINO
CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Here at John Burroughs we of-
fer many clubs on campus. One of
the many great clubs that JBHS of-
fers is the A.S.L club.

The club advisor is John Bur-
roughs A.S.L teacher Mrs. Rincon.
The past couple of years the club
has not held any meetings but with
the new leadership club presidents,
Mauricio Villatoro and Katy Sess-
inghaus they have decided to take
initiative and actually hold club
meetings.

They meet at lunch on the first
Thursday of every month, in room
1223. This club is established as it
has been at JBHS for several years.

Anyone can join and there are
no specific requirements for join-
ing, just have an open mind to
learning something new and make
the extra effort!

Currently, around 30 people
have signed up for this club. The

son, there were 30 students and 8
mentors who participated. Men-
tors come from a variety of back-
grounds, including Engineering,
Computer Science, Business, and
Education. In addition, the team’s
success is supported by their gen-
erous sponsors including NASA,
JPL, Raytheon, Boeing, and Walt
Disney Imagineering. If you are
considering joining this club, there
are some great benefits including
getting to explore STEM fields in
a positive environment as well as
building teamwork and collabo-
ration skills. There is also the op-
portunity to participate in a NAF
Engineering Internship as well as
FRC Regionals. Other fun activ-
ities include community events,
robot demos, FIRST Lego League,
as well as opportunities for net-
working. You can find out more
about the Thunderbots FRC Team
980 at their website address, www.
Team980.com.

CLUB

A.S.L club is ecstatic that a good
amount of people have signed up
but they would love to have more
people join.

The club would like to teach
people about deaf cultures and also
learn some basic signs so that way
they can communicate with others.

There are multiple ways to get
more information about this club
including their instagram account
(@jbhsaslclub, which has a Google
Classroom and a Remind link in
their bio.

You can join by messaging the
instagram account or come to room
1223 and see Ms. Rincon to let her
know you want to join. There is no
deadline to join but it should be
sooner than later.

If you’re interested in the A.S.L
club make sure to join as soon as
you can!
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CONFECTIONS FOR A CAUSE CLUB

By MiA DaMIANI
CuB REPORTER

Confections For a Cause, held
in Mr. Peebles’ room on the first
Wednesday of every month, was
favored at Club Rush this year with
their delicious, mini pumpkin spice
cupcakes.

Started last semester by Gabi
DeSimone and Sophia Gani, Con-
fections For a Cause aims to fight
childhood hunger through the No
Kid Hungry campaign started by
Michelle Obama. The club orga-
nizes bake sales, giving students
interested in culinary arts the op-

portunity to express their passion
in baking in a way that gives back
to their community.

Last semester, the club was
successful in raising 400 dollars
for the No Kid Hungry campaign
during their after school bake sale.
Every one dollar raised for the
campaign buys ten meals for chil-
dren in need, so the club provided
4,000 meals for children in need
last semester.

The club does not require any
prerequisites in order to join, but
would encourage students who
have a love for baking to join.

Students that have no baking ex-
perience will gain lots of valuable
skills through the out of school pre-
paratory sessions the club organiz-
es in advance of their bake sales.
Confections For a Cause allows
students to debut unique recipes,
since before every bake sale they
hold a vote on which student nomi-
nated recipes they will be creating.
At their last bake sale, the club
members made smores brownies,
red velvet cupcakes with cream
cheese frosting, bear claw cookies,
sugar cookies, and lemon loaves.
For interested students, the first

club meetings will be on October
4th. The club’s instagram is @
jbhscdc, where the club presidents
Gabi DeSimone and Sophia Gani
post information about the club’s
upcoming events for students who
have a sweet tooth.

Confections For a Cause is a
pleasurable way to brighten up
your college applications this se-
mester for students looking to ex-
plore the culinary arts through bak-
ing and taste testing.

JUNIOR STATE OF AMERICA CLUB

By JUNE ELMORE
CuB REPORTER

Among many excellent club
options at John Burroughs there
is Junior State of America club, or
JSA. The sponsor of this club is
Mr. Knatcal who also teaches So-
cial Studies and Science here on
campus.

This club was started in an at-
tempt to get students more politi-
cally involved and to find their own
voices at Burroughs. “This is the
second oldest club at Burroughs,”
stated JSA president Frank Her-
nandez. JSA is also the largest stu-
dent run organization in the nation.

“The club teaches you to vocal-
ize your own opinions but to also
hear other people’s opinions,” Said
the club treasurer Sophia Wang.
The goal of this club is to “get
younger students more politically
active and to have them develop
their mind to create ideas of their
own,” said Hernandez.

The club meets at lunch on
Thursdays in room 2225. Cur-
rently in the Burroughs JSA there
are about thirty students enrolled
in the club. People interested in
JSA can take a look at the club’s
Instagram which has the username
of burroughs JSA. People can join

by going to room 2225 at lunch on
Thursdays to sign up. Anyone can
join and there are no requirements
or time limits for joining.

When asked why he thinks peo-
ple should consider joining JSA,
Frank Hernandez stated that, “It’s
very important for people to be
able to create ideas of their own.”

Ellie Guerrero, the external vice
president of the club as well as the
deputy director of merchandise on
a state level, commented that, “I
really like the sense of community
(JSA) provides inside the school
as well as outside of it. Outside of
our chapter through conventions

I have met a really diverse group
of people and viewpoints as well
as (found) a lot of opportunities.”
When asked if she thought people
should consider joining JSA, Guer-
rero went on to say that she thinks
“JSA is one of the most influential
and impactful organizations any
high schooler could join.”

There are guest speakers at the
club on occasion, including local
state politicians and judges. This
club awards many opportunities
and involves debates every week
that members can either participate
in or watch.

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP CLUB

By ALLIE HUNT
SporTtS EDITOR

Back at John Burroughs High
School for another school year is
the amazing Environmental Clean-
Up Club! The Environmental
Clean-Up Club (or ECC) will be
entering its fourth year active on
campus, helping the environment
one piece of trash at a time.

The sponsor for ECC is our
very own science teacher, Mrs.
De La Torre, her room number is
1-232. When it comes to being a
part of the Environmental Clean-
Up Club, anyone can join at any
time and there are no requirements

or limits on the amount of mem-
bers. To become a member, join
the google classroom with the
code: 5sorznf (make sure it is with
a google account that isn’t with
your school email) and join the
Remind by texting @jbhssecc23 to
the number: 81010. Additionally,
ECC has an instagram page which
keeps their members updated about
upcoming events, @jbhs_environ-
mentalcleanup.

Currently, the ECC is run by
President Phoebe Spangler, Vice
President Sohpia Adams, Secretary
Allison Hunt, Social Media Man-
ager Sarah Bishoff, Researcher

Charlotte Kelly, and Event Coordi-
nator Sadie Lomet. The new cabi-
net is super excited for all of their
events and activities for the year.
Members of the Environmen-
tal Clean-Up Club, meet on two
Thursdays of the month in Mrs. De
La Torre’s room (1-232) and have
monthly clean ups on Saturdays.
At the clean ups, they pick up trash
usually at fun nature destinations
like the beach and many parks.
In addition to picking up trash,
the members bond with each oth-
er and participate in calming and
fun activities. All participants in
the clean ups are awarded service

hours for their time. In the past, the
Environmental Clean-Up Club has
partnered with organizations like
Surfrider LA and Friends of the LA
River to work together and help
clean our environment.

The Environmental Clean-Up
Club has been an extremely suc-
cessful club here on the JBHS cam-
pus and they are looking forward to
an amazing year. Make sure to sign
up for ECC if you want to help bet-
ter the environment, make a differ-
ence, find new friends, and most of
all, have fun!
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VoICES OF CHANGE CLUB

By MyaH PEARL
CuB REPORTER
From August 31st to Sep-
tember 1st, John Burroughs High
School held its annual Club Rush,
giving students a chance to explore
their interests and join clubs that
not only keep them entertained but
allow them to give back to their
community and those in need.
Voices of Change Club, for-
merly known as Divine Feminine,
is one of the many clubs that ad-
vocates for the Burbank Unified
School District student body. The
name was recently changed for
inclusivity purposes so students
would acknowledge that every-
one is welcome to join. Voices of
Change is run by club president
Noél Mason and co-president
Maya Romero. Meetings are at

lunch every other Wednesday in
room 6203.

Ms. Nakashima allows the
club to use her classroom, runs the
club’s google classroom, and sends
documents supporting the club’s
cause.

Voices of Change consists of
three committees each with their
own task, the Event Committee
plans the club’s events and forms
fundraising partnerships, the Re-
search Committee looks for issues
within the school district that need
to be addressed and fixed, the Head
of Publicity Committee runs the
club’s media account and promotes
club events on Instagram (voices
of change.jbhs) where all their in-
formation can be found. Voices of
Change intends to create a safe en-
vironment throughout the Burbank

TENNIS CLUB

By SHALINI PATHAK
CuB REPORTER

John Burroughs High School
offers a multitude of exciting and
personalized clubs. Ranging from
sports to academics, all helping
you gain skill and knowledge. The
JBHS Tennis team perfectly incor-
porates both of those values. This
club is built on the premises of
helping anyone and everyone gain
skill through practice.

Starting with ranging levels of
experience, the John Burroughs
High School Tennis Team builds
skill knowledge and experience in
exchange for commitment. They
meet weekly and practice at vary-
ing places including their home
court at JBHS and McCambridge
Tennis courts.

The Tennis club was started
by Jacob Hughes, Paul Vu, Ari
Pathak, and Miles Howell. The

creator of the club all play tennis
for our home team.

“We wanted to create a club to
both inspire JBHS students to hone
their Tennis skills and provide a
glimpse into the evergrowing Ten-
nis community of Burbank.” Said
Ari Pathak when asked what moti-
vated them to create the club.

They meet usually on Satur-
days to avoid conflicting with any
of the in-season tennis players’
matches. The founders of this club
did a mindful and passionate job
to expand their athletic communi-
ty. From finding places outside of
JBHS to practice to gaining almost
double the participants they had
last year. When we see young cit-
izens taking it into their own hands
to help others it truly inspires the
rest of us to either join or do the
same.

Unified School District shedding
light on situations such as sexual
assault and harrassment in schools.

“I think people should join our
club because at the end of the day
we are trying to make our school
district and eventually different
schools a safer and more welcom-
ing environment and with more
voices there is more likely a chance
that the district will listen, and to
ensure that students are not scared
to walk onto campus with the fear
that something bad could happen
to them.” says club co-president
Maya Romero.

With the help of both new and
old members, VOC intends to
make the Burbank District a safe,
healthy, and welcoming environ-
ment for the student body, and who

would be better to decide what the
students need than the students
themselves?

Voices of Change not only
wishes to keep the Burbank Dis-
trict safe but hopes that other dis-
tricts will be influenced by their
work. They value the voices of
the students and want everyone
to know that they are heard and
cared for. The club is meant to be
a safe space for students to share
their experiences and listen to the
experiences of others. The club
gives students a chance to connect
to one another creating an overall
safer environment. The more trust
students have in each other the big-
ger impact they can make to create
a safer environment for themselves
and for incoming students.

BABYSITTERS CLUB

By EVELYN McNALLY
CuB REPORTER

This year’s Club Rush had a
number of exciting new clubs for
students to join, one of these clubs
being the new Babysitters Club!
The new club was started for stu-
dents to be able to share informa-
tion, and learn skills in the babysit-
ting and childcare fields.

As a new club, Marisa Filsing-
er, the founder and president of the
club, shared about why she decid-
ed to start it. “I care about kids and
their wellness,” she explained. The
new club’s goal is to create better
babysitting. The club also plans to
do workshops, donate to import-
ant related causes, volunteer, and
more.

Everybody is welcome to join
the club and there are no require-
ments for signing up! In fact, as
many people as possible are en-
couraged to join. The club’s spon-

sor is Ms. Dighero, a chemistry
teacher on campus. The club will
take place in Ms. Digheros class-
room (1149), every other monday
at lunch starting from their first
meeting on September 18th.

For more information on this
club, visit their instagram @jbhs.
babysittersclub. Feel free to join
their Google Classroom as well,
which is also posted on their insta-
gram page and has more resources.

The Babysitters Club is a great
organization and educational ex-
perience to learn and develop im-
portant childcare skills as a stu-
dent. You can be part of a club that
works towards bettering babysit-
ting everywhere, takes part in child
advocacy, participate in fun ac-
tivities and workshops, and much
more! So please, consider joining
the brand new Babysitters Club
this school year!
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By EVE WiLD
CuB REPORTER

John Burroughs Woodworking
Club sponsored by Mr. Mendez is
held in room 6105, where students
have the opportunity to meet new
people, improving their skills, and
learning the fundamentals of wood
shop. It is an all-inclusive club that
has a maximum of thirty-four peo-
ple who dive into a learning envi-
ronment where everyone has a lin-
gering curiosity for learning about
woodshops.

The Woodworking club in-

WoODWORKING CLUB

structs and informs students about
how to work with different types of
wood, the use of several tools, and
the creation of handmade objects.

“Woodworking club teaches
students how to enhance skills,
provide and share the importance
of working with wood,” explained
the JBHS Construction teacher,
Mr. Mendez.

This club also demonstrates
the safety of tool usage, project
planning, and techniques. Wood-
working club is a way to build your
knowledge and skills in an extraor-

dinary atmosphere surrounded by
wood.

Fortunately, there are no re-
quirements for joining, so any
students interested have the oppor-
tunity to be a participant. Students
can join by coming to the first
meeting and need to join by the
second meeting.

This club is instructed by Mr.
Mendez during lunch who teaches
the Construction 1 and 2 classes
every day. Mr. Mendez is special-
ized in working with wood and the
safety precautions that come along

with it. He is also a very interactive
teacher who enjoys teaching and
watching students create their own
inventions.

Altogether, the Woodworking
Club is a way for students to come
together to express their creativity,
construct projects, and collaborate
with Mr. Mendez. Woodshop is a
fulfilling and fun hobby to become
a part of as it can spark inventions
and satisfaction. It’s all making
chips fly and creating saw-dorable
masterpieces! Make sure to stop by
if you’re interested!

JBHS ULTIMATE FRrRISBEE CLUB

By JAck NoTHOM
CuB REPORTER

As we kick off the school year
here at John Burroughs we take a
look at our clubs offered during
Club Rush. One of these clubs is
the Ultimate Frisbee Club, a re-
turning club continuing to flourish.

The club itself is run by
co-presidents and students Chris-
topher Miguel and Jack Nothom,
both Juniors at JBHS, who founded
the club last school year as a way
to share this niche sport with the
school.

The club is sponsored by Mr.
Peebles, the Calculus teacher and
Cross Country coach, who has a
great passion for the sport of ulti-
mate frisbee and is an avid player
himself.

The club meets twice a month in
room 2207, Mr. Peebles’ room, on
Thursdays, and holds games once a
month, starting in September. The
club aims to hold two meetings
each month, with one dedicated to
discussing the sport and planning

that month’s game, and the other
dedicated to playing the game.

Ultimate Frisbee was officially
created in 1968 by Joel Silver in
Maplewood, New Jersey, United
States of America. There are usual-
ly five or seven people playing on
each team depending on the size of
the playing surface, however peo-
ple playing recreationally usually
play with more per team. The game
is non-contact with tackling being
ejectable and other forms of con-
tact punishable. The game does not
permiss the holder of the Frisbee
to run, only pass, with receivers
usually running in a sort of set play
similar to gridiron football.

Our own librarian, Mrs. Grene,
even has a personal connection
with the game. According to her,
her husband played the game for
some thirty years and absolutely
loves it. Even Mr. Frankenbush, a
teacher in our history department,
has played Ultimate Frisbee. He
played in a staff exhibition match
against Mr. Peebles. As you can

see, many of our staff members
have a connection with the game.

Christopher Miguel, co-found-
er of Ultimate Frisbee Club, gives
his reasons for starting the club,
“Yeah, it was something I really
wanted to do. I wanted to start a
club here with my friend Jack, at
school and help give back to them
and also share something I love
with all the students.”

Miguel and Nothom have both
played Ultimate Frisbee before,
but never yet in an organized club,
thenceforth only playing with their
friends and families recreationally
at the park. They both hope to real-
ize their dream of creating a sort of
utopian club where both those who
love the game and those who know
nothing about it can come together
and learn and play all together.

As stated before, the Ultimate
Frisbee Club here at John Bur-
roughs is two years old. However,
this is many students’ first time
hearing of the club. This is due to a
number of reasons, “We had some

difficulties with our cabinet last
year, regarding efficiency, work
rate, and integrity. [ know that Jack
is working really hard to help cut
out the middleman this year and
help both of us take on more re-
sponsibilities regarding publicity
and efficiency” said Miguel.

Both founders seem to be
working hard, but yet in a seamless
manner. If you have any questions,
comments, or concerns, reach out
to either of the presidents or con-
tact their Instagram account, @
jbhs_ultimate frisbee . They both
are hard working valuable mem-
bers to the society here at John
Burroughs.

The club’s cabinet really hopes
that you take the time to check out
their club. They wish the best to
all students this year regardless of
whether or not they choose to join
the club. Make sure to check out
the club if you’re interested!
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Eouity, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION CLUB

By MyaH PEARL
CuB REPORTER

The John Burroughs High
School Equity, Diversity, and In-
clusion Club is a club that cele-
brates cultures of all kinds and en-
courages students to embrace their
heritage and background.

This club focuses on the im-
portance of culture and identity and
is open to learning about and shar-
ing others backgrounds. Everyone
is welcome to join and learn more
about one another creating a safer
environment for students.

The EDI fights against bigotry
and has a zero-tolerance policy for
discrimination of any kind.

The Equity, Diversity, and In-
clusion club holds their meetings
once or twice a month on Thurs-

By Zok ReD
CuB REPORTER

At the beginning of every
school year, John Burroughs High
School hosts a club rush at lunch
for students to find the perfect
match for them to join. It introduc-
es students to positive opportuni-
ties to be a part of.

Trading Club was one of the
new clubs showcased and is sure
to be a wonderful addition to Bur-
roughs’ campus life. Trading club
is where students can learn how
to buy and sell stocks. Buying and
selling stocks can lead to a great
deal of wealth in the future.

If someone understands how to
think critically about their invest-
ments, they have a good chance of
profiting from them down the line.
This is why it is so important to
teach students how to make smart
financial decisions early on.

days during lunch in the library.

Ms. Grene, the librarian, is the
advisor for the EDI club and helps
students run other clubs, such as
Teen Court.

The EDI Club strives to give
students the opportunity to rep-
resent their cultures in hopes that
the students will learn to be more
open-minded about the people
around them. They push for pro-
gressiveness and want to create a
safe space for everyone regardless
of their identity.

All of the club’s information
can be found on their Instagram,
@jbhs_edicommittee. On their In-
stagram they make posts with in-
formation on important historical
figures such as Martin Luther King
Jr., Martha P. Johnson and Harvey

Milk.

The EDI club also hosts events
such as the Multicultural Festi-
val in which they have students
give presentations about their cul-
tures allowing others the chance
to learn more about their heritage
and its importance. EDI also raises
awareness about mental health in
marginalized groups by providing
statistics.

They also spread awareness
about the adversities they face and
the impact it has on these groups.
This not only helps students learn
more about themselves but the im-
pact their words and actions can
have on people from these commu-
nities.

There is also information pro-
vided on how to help marginalized

TrRADING CLUB

The club members are JBHS
students who see the value of in-
vesting in the stock market. Edu-
cating other students about stocks
is their number one priority.

The stock market is incredibly
lucrative when people know how
to invest. It can lead to incredible
success down the line.

Even though so many people
are successful in earning money
from investing in stocks, it is un-
fortunately not taught in school.
The members of Trading Club
think that there should be a bigger
emphasis on educating the youth
about stocks.

Trading Club is a place where
teens can learn all about stocks,
and how they can invest. It is a
safe, beginner friendly space for
teens to gain these skills.

It is important to Trading Club
that more high school students feel

comfortable and confident in their
ability to navigate today’s econom-
ic climate, if they build a useful
foundational understanding of the
stock market now, they are much
more likely to succeed later in life,
explained the club’s philosophy.

The leaders of this club noticed
the lack of education in schools
about the stock market and decid-
ed to use their own knowledge to
teach their peers. Their goal is for
the members to learn and get some-
thing valuable out of the club.

Trading Club is sponsored by
the math teacher Mr. Hedin. He
approved the club idea and thought
it would be a smart and beneficial
idea.

The club meets every other
Wednesday in room 1214. Anyone
is welcome to join at any point in
the year.

They welcome any and all new

groups. The EDI’s goal is to make
everyone feel safe and comfortable
in their own skin and to acknowl-
edge the fact that their background
is something to be proud of.
Co-Chair Nana Bhambi ex-
plains that it is important for the
student body to learn about one
another because their backgrounds
influence the way they interact
with each other. “Our cultures hold
an important part in dictating our
actions, thoughts, and beliefs.”
The EDI recognizes the signif-
icance cultures hold because they
also intertwine with personalities
and how people are brought up.
The EDI Club hopes to foster a
culture of inclusivity here at JBHS.

members who simply come to their
meetings or scan their QR code. It
is important to them to educate as
many students as possible, there-
fore, as of right now , the Trading
Club has no limit on who can join.

The club also has an Instagram
account where students can read
up on the club and find any updates
and other useful information.

They can be found at the ac-
count Jbhs.thetradingclub, so go
and give them a follow if you are
interested!

The club is a positive learning
experience for all students of any
grade. The members urge teens to
drop by their meetings to see what
their club stands for!
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By DavipD ROMERO
CuB REPORTER

Riding the waves of friendship
is The JBHS Surfing Club Surf’s
up. The JBHS Surfing Club has
officially arrived, and it’s mak-
ing waves both in and out of the
classroom. Founded by three ad-
venturous students, Harris, Micah,
and Hunter, this club is all about
embracing the thrill of surfing and
creating a tight-knit community
that shares a passion for riding the
waves.

With Mr. Mesquita as their
sponsor, the JBHS Surfing Club
is poised to become a beloved ad-
dition to campus life. The JBHS
Surfing Club was born out of a re-
alization shared by its founders that
numerous students at Burroughs
had a love for surfing but didn’t
have a community to share it with.
These three surf enthusiasts decid-
ed to change that by establishing
a club that would bring students
together to ride the waves and pro-
mote the Southern California surf
culture.

Meetings for the JBHS Surfing

SURF’S Up

Club are held every two weeks on
Wednesdays during lunch in Mr.
Mesquita’s classroom.

The club is open to anyone,
whether they’re experienced surf-
ers looking for companionship in
the waves or complete beginners
seeking an introduction to the
world of surfing. The club’s found-
ers are passionate about sharing
the joy of surfing with their fellow
students. They believe that surfing
is a surreal experience that anyone
can enjoy, regardless of skill level.

Their mission is to create an in-
clusive community where students
can bond, make lasting friendships,
and have an absolute blast. Despite
being new, the JBHS Surfing Club
received swift approval, and it’s
already generating considerable
excitement around campus.

While Mr. Mesquita serves as
the club’s supervisor, there’s even a
chance he might join club members
on their beach excursions with a lit-
tle peer pressure. The club is open
to up to thirty members, but the
founders are eager to make room
for anyone interested in joining.

The motto here is “the more, the
merrier,” and they are committed
to accommodating all who want to
be part of their surfing community.

As for what to expect as a mem-
ber of the JBHS Surfing Club, it’s
all about riding the waves and hav-
ing a great time. While the found-
ers may not be professional surfers,
they are more than willing to teach
newcomers the ropes, ensuring that
everyone can enjoy the sport safe-
ly. Even if surfing isn’t your thing,
you can still soak up the sun and
relax on the beach while cheering
on your fellow club members.

The ultimate goal of the JBHS
Surfing Club is to introduce more
people at Burroughs to the wonders
of surfing and create a community
where everyone can thrive. They’re
all about spreading their love for
this exhilarating sport, building
lasting friendships, and making the
most out of high school life.

To stay updated on all club
events, you can follow their Insta-
gram account, where they’ll keep
you in the loop about upcoming
beach outings, meetings, and more.

MOUNTAIN SNOWBOARDING

By CHASE KARDOSH
CuB REPORTER

A new club to Campus is the
Mountain  Snowboarding  club
which is currently sponsored by
Mr. Brown. Club founder, Logan
Simon talked about the club’s in-
tentions and importance. Logan
says, “the club was started to ex-
press the members interests in not
only snowboarding, but outdoor
activities and the beautiful moun-
tains that California has to offer”.
Later adding that, “the club will
possibly be planning to go on
a snowboarding trip as a group
which I’'m very excited for”. The
club is currently open to anybody
and is housing ten members right
now.

There are no requirements to
join the club and little Snowboard-
ing experience is not a problem.
Club members are just required to
bring positive attitudes and passion
to club meetings. Those wanting to
join, feel free to either each out to
Mr Brown himself or club founder
Logan Simon.

Logan Simon has been snow-
boarding for a while now as he
took up the hobby while he was
still young. He says one of the big-
gest reasons he started this club is
because in his last three years at
Burroughs, Logan has seen little to
no representation of students pas-
sion for snowboarding.

As soon as openings became
available for clubs, Logan filled

out his club paperwork and recruit-
ed his fellow lovers of the sport to
join him.

The club has meetings peri-
odically on either Mondays or
Wednesdays after school in Mr.
Brown’s room. These meetings
take place twice a month and are
scheduled at the convenience of the
members.

In these meetings, club mem-
bers will do different activities
such as watch snowboarding doc-
umentaries, snowboarding movies,
talk about individuals’ experiences
on the mountains, provide insight
on each other’s snowboarding ex-
periences and plan possible snow-
boarding trips and group activities.

Aside from Sponsoring the

If you missed signing up during
club rush, don’t worry; you can
always contact Hunter, Hal, or Mi-
cah personally or DM their account
to get involved. So, why should
you join the JBHS Surfing Club?
If you’re an experienced surfer, it’s
an opportunity to ride the waves
with friends, improve your skills,
and share the stoke with others. If
you’ve never surfed before, it’s a
chance to try something new in a
fun, safe, and supportive environ-
ment.

After all, life is all about em-
bracing new experiences, creating
lasting memories, and, in this case,
riding the waves of friendship with
the JBHS Surfing Club.

So, don’t miss out - join the
club and ride the waves of adven-
ture today!

CLUB

Snowboarding club, Mr. Brown is
a current film teacher here at John
Burroughs and also is the head
sponsor of the school’s Film club.

Mr. Brown is an avid snow-
boarding and skiing enthusiast
who appreciates the skill and work
it takes to be able to “shred” moun-
tains . Mr.Brown also appreciates
that nature aspect that the moun-
tains have to offer which is another
reason why he’s a great sponsor for
this club.

So, if the beautiful mountains
of California mixed in with snow-
boarding appeal to you, make sure
to reach out to Mr. Brown or Lo-
gan Simon about joining the new-
ly added Mountain Snowboarding
club!
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS ABOLITIONISTS CLUB

By ALLEN KRAMER
CuB REPORTER

The Burbank Nuclear Weapons
Abolitionists club is a club that has
the goal of advocating within their
own Burbank City Government for
the abolishment of nuclear weap-
ons in America. Members of the
club meet every other Wednesday
during lunch in Ms. Kaur’s class-
room, room 2310.

The club’s founder is Edward
Laiché who started the club after at-
tending a Buddhist conference over
the summer where Nobel Laureate
Dr. Ira Helfand was speaking about
the abolition of nuclear weapons.
Laiché mentioned that after the
conference, he talked to Helfand

and told him that he wanted to start
a club at his school for those who
are also, “committed to this effort.”
Laiché asked Helfand, “What can |
do to make a difference?” and Hel-
fand told Laiché that he could take
political action in his town’s city
council by sending a resolution for
their advocation for the abolition of
nuclear weapons in America.
Laiché described this as, “ex-
citing and hopeful” because he
feels that, “It’s something that’s
difficult but something that if I
achieve it, I could not only savor
within myself but so many people
could also have that same achieve-
ment.” Laiché further went on to
say, “We’d be creating so much

TEEN COURT

By STEPHANIE HERNANDEZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Sponsored by Ms. Grene, the
JBHS Librarian and advisor for
several clubs on campus such as
Poetry out Loud and Portraits of
Kindness, Teen Court helps stu-
dents volunteer with an amazing
cause which teaches both empa-
thy and gives students information
about restorative justice and the
legal system.

This club meets the first Tues-
day of every month, at 3:45 in the
library. Each meeting is around
two hours and each student who
attends for the entire meeting can
earn at least two hours of service.

Regarding who can join, Senior
Co-President, Vanessa Mombrum,
answered, “Anyone can join, and
there’s no requirements. A lot of
people want to improve their un-
derstanding and empathy, some
come because they’re passionate
about law, some come because
they know people who’ve been
through the juvenile justice system
and so on. Everyone is welcome!”

In Teen Court, students learn
about restorative justice-teaching
students how offenses are handled,

juror practices, and the process of
fair judging. As a general member,
one can either sit and watch a live
case of a student, or one can be on
the jury where they can ask the mi-
nor questions about the case.

Senior Co-President Ana Zub-
koff explains, “In Teen Court,
teenagers who have committed a
misdemeanor have a chance to tell
their story. They aren’t defined by
their crime or judged unfairly for
their past. Instead, they’re given
resources to create a brighter fu-
ture. It also inspires participating
jurors to advocate for their beliefs.
Fostering change through empathy,
Teen Court is truly a unique pro-
gram.”

Teen Court is an overall won-
derful way to put yourself in oth-
er’s shoes and learn about different
experiences. As Co-President Va-
nessa Mombrun states, “I feel like
this club better prepares us for the
world, especially when the minor
has a different story than you.”

Make sure to follow Teen Court
on Instagram @teen.courtjbhs in
order to find out more information,
or stop by the JBHS library to find
out more.

value because we’d all be working
towards peace.”

Anyone can join the club, there
are currently twenty five members.
By joining and being an active par-
ticipant in this club students will
be, “gaining a greater knowledge
of the effects of nuclear weapons
and nuclear war on our society
currently, as well as the possible
effects with regards to their fu-
ture use.” On top of that, a student
would get to know more about
how the Burbank City Government
works and gain skills on how to,
“take political action in a variety
of ways.”

Laiché, being the leader of the
club, has the role of being, “ad-
equately informed on the whole
process of getting this goal accom-
plished” and to facilitate the three
different committees within the
club which are, The Endorsement
Committee, The Writing Commit-

tee, and The Research Committee
which, “all have their own respec-
tive roles.” Laiché made sure to
make clear that at the end of the
day, “We are all club members.”

To get more information and
join the club, Laiché recommends
that anyone interested should at-
tend one of the meetings every oth-
er Wednesday in room 2310.

If that doesn’t work for you,
Laiché recommends that you, “talk
to me whenever and I’11 gladly tell
you about what we’ll be doing in
the club.”

Laiché stated, “People should
join if they want to work for world
peace in any kind of way, there’s
obviously a lot of ways you can
do that but this is something that
is just right in front of us...it’s not
like you should join but if that’s
something you care about, I think
this is a great thing to do.” If you’re
interested make sure to stop by!

Eco CLUB

BY JOSEPHINE ROBINSON
CuB REPORTER

It is no surprise that amidst the
rising effects of the climate crisis,
young people are taking significant
action to combat it, and Eco Club is
no exception.

Presidents Bea Park and Nana
Bhambi have guided their club for
the past four years with the hopes
of helping the environment and
JBHS as much as they possibly
can.

Alongside the several envi-
ronmental clubs at JBHS, Eco
Club sets itself apart from the rest
through efforts, such effort being
the “Pop Up Thrift Shop,” where
people were encouraged to donate
gently used clothes to be sold back
to students during lunch.

The shop “opened” in the quad
last year and was a huge success,
since they were able to raise over
$500, and are currently donating
their earnings to an anti-fast fash-

ion charity. They’re hoping to do it
again this year; however, that is not
all that Eco club accomplishes.

Alongside the thrift shop, they
have held reusable art projects,
fundraisers with the Armenian
Club and Fashion Club, and park
clean ups throughout Burbank.

While sponsored by Ms. Rus-
son, the club is almost entirely
student led, and relies solely on the
ideas and passion expressed by its
very own club members. There are
no requirements for joining, except
the desire for change and the nec-
essary level of commitment to their
efforts. The club’s door is open
anytime for all willing participants,
well...open every other Wednes-
day, in room 1201.

If interested, the club Presidents
implore people who haven’t al-
ready to join their instagram, jbhs.
eco.club, to receive updates, meet-
ing dates, and when/where their
events will be held.
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