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Things Successful Teachers Ask About Their 
Newcomer Students:

1. Wha t la ng ua g e (s) doe s m y stude nt spe a k/ unde rsta nd/ write ?

2. Wha t type  of e duca tion ha ve  the y re ce ive d?
3. Wha t is the ir re a d ing  a nd  m a th proficie ncy in the ir p rim a ry 

la ng ua g e ?

4. Wha t is m y stude nt’s life  sto ry?

5. Wha t should  I know a bout m y stude nt 's fa m ily?



Remember: 
it takes 5 to 
7 years to 
become 
proficient in 
a language.



Practical Tips for Assisting Newcomers
1. Spe a k cle a rly a nd  a t a  na tura l ra te , no t rushe d  or too  quickly.
2. Exte nd  tim e  pe riods fo r re sponding  to  p rom pts/ que stions (“wa it 

tim e ”).
3. Avoid  using  id iom s until stude nts a re  m ore  fa m ilia r with our culture  & 

la ng ua g e , o r if you use  the m , ta ke  the  tim e  to  e xp la in the m .
4. Conne ct to  ba ckg round  knowle dg e /  p re vious le a rning .
5. Provide  wa ys fo r the m  to  de m onstra te  the ir unde rsta nd ing  of the  

conte nt, which m a y no t be  from  a  tra d itiona l te st.
6. Use  visua l a ids: p icture s, illustra tions, g ra phs, p ictog ra phs, e tc.
7. Le t ne wcom e rs work with Eng lish p roficie nt pa rtne rs.
8. Re a d  a loud  g ra de  le ve l, com ple x te xt. Ma ke  sure  the  te xt is d isp la ye d  

in a  wa y tha t a ll stude nts ca n e a sily se e  it .



Practical Tips for Assisting Newcomers

Asse ss prior knowle dg e
Build  ba ckg round
Che ck for unde rsta nding
De live r com pre he nsib le  
input
Eng a g e  a nd  e m powe r

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KZmBGNsYC4
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