Burbank Unified School District

Elementary Theater
Curriculum

Grades K-5
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Developmental Stages
THEATRE
Grades K-6

Kindergarten — Grade One

Children in kindergarten and first grade are still in Piaget's Pre-operational Stage
(2-7 Years). They have started to use verbal and visual symbols — language and
images - to represent objects. A pre-operational child is highly literal in
comprehension. He/she still learns from concrete evidence, while older children
and adults can think in abstractions. The pre-operational child is unaware of
another person’s perspective. He/she exhibits “omnipotent,” egocentric thought
and language.

Children in the pre-operational stage are stjll learning to distinguish fantasy from
reality and are highly engaged in fantasy play. They can be observed organizing
comprehension of their environment through role-piaying.

In instruction, children in the Pre-operational stage need tasks broken down into
clear, step by step directions.

Performance concerns: Spotlight anxiety, or stage fright, can be traumatic for
young children and can cause lasting damage. Even when they volunteer,
students at this age should not be asked to perform spontaneocusly in front of the
class or an audience. Rehearsed students should not perform unless they are
well prepared. Performances at this age should be in intimate, safe spaces, for
small audiences only.

Kindergarten skills to be built through dramatic play:
Responding actively to stories
Understanding the difference between fantasy and reality
Sequencing
Moving from parallel play to belonging to/interacting with a group
Pretending in fantasy play
Imitating
Performing call and response activity
Acquiring vocabulary
Selecting and using simple props
Watching live theatre respectively

Suggested Theatre Components:
Sensory journeys
Storytelling with participation
Short improvisations with an adult
Simpie pantomime activities
Statues




Walkabouts

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:

Talking about what you're doing, thinking, and feeling with appropriate
language

Journaling with pictures

First grade skills to be built through drama activities:

l_earning rules for games

Assigning roles

Playing language and word games

Listening to stories

ldentifying self as a learning person

Observing outside themselves

Distinguishing between a character on stage and a person performing the role
(actor)

Predicting and inferring from stories

Improving gross motor skills

Sugaested Theatre Components:
Sensory journeys with conflicts and problems
Retelling/dramatizing stories
Short improvisations with classmates
Pantomime activities with beginning, middle, end
Statues with feelings
Walkabouts with detail
Selecting and using simple props and costume pieces
Waitching live theatre and discussing it

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:

Interviewing about what you're doing, thinking, and feeling with appropriate
language

Documenting

Journaling with pictures and words




Grade Two

Second grade students are entering Piaget's Concrete Operational Stage.
They are still very concrete in their thinking but are beginning to think logically
and sequentially, especially when aided by visual and verbal cues. They are
not as egocentric as younger children, but they still see the world with
themselves at the center. They are able to follow narrative in storytelling.

Children at this age are very literal. They do not understand irony or nuance.
In instruction, expectations should be clearly stated and specific. In creative
activities, these students do well with defined parameters.

Performance concerns: One must not mistake enthusiasm for readiness at
this age. Second graders will often volunteer excitedly when asked to
perform, but may freeze or fall into giggles when actually selected to perform
in front of the class. Spotlight anxiety, or stage fright, can be traumatic for
young children and can cause lasting damage. Careful time and attention
should be used to prepare students with fall back phrases, gestures,
expressions well rehearsed for any performance in front of an audience.

Skills to be built through drama activities:
Developing structured stories, understanding structure
Understanding objectives and motivation
Understanding character vs. person vs. actor
Developing and resolving social conflicts
Recognizing gender differences
Developing independence
Beginning to write with creativity and detalil
Determining, finding and using basic props, costume and set pieces
Viewing live theatre and discussing production elements

Suggested Theatre Components:
Retelling/dramatizing stories
Creating original stories
Developing characters
Improvisations with partners
Pantomime stories
Tableaux of story points and objects
Machine for cooperation
Small group collaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:
Role Playing as self-discovery ad socialization
Using goals and objectives
Journaling with personal narrative
Documenting




Grade Three

Students in grade three love to please. They are curious and enjoy learning. lItis an
age where they still feel omnipotence, a sense of being the center of their universe, and
they have a sense of urgency about their needs; however, they are beginning to feel
empathy for others. They are emotionally expressive and recognize the cause and
effect in their interactions. They have a growing sense of agency or empowerment.

Physically, children at this age are developing greater control of their fine motor skills,
They can separate movement hemispheres (left/right, cross-axis mavement). They can
sort and organize objects and ideas, lead and follow directions. They can follow rules in
a group. They begin to be able to critique their own artwork and that of others.

Students at this age are still very literal. Sarcastic or ironic humor may be lost on them.
In instruction, it is stilt necessary to make expectations specific and clear, and give
defined parameters for creative tasks.

Performance concerns: Students at this age will often volunteer enthusiastically
when asked to perform, but may freeze or devolve into silliness when actually selected
to perform in front of the class. Careful time and attention should be used to prepare
students well for any performance in front of an audience.

Skills to be huilt through drama activities:
Showing cause and effect through improvisation
Resolving conflict through improvisation
Identifying universal characters and themes in stories
Separating and crossing movement hemispheres
Following rules in a game
Empathizing with characters in stories and with others in class
Critiquing stories and performances
Telling and writing stories with beginning, middle and end
Designing, creating and gathering appropriate props, costumes and set pieces
Viewing live theatre and discussing personal reactions to the production elements

Suggested Theatre Components:
Retelling, dramatizing, and/or creating stories around significant themes
Developing complex characters
Improvisations with partners and small groups
Pantomime complex stories
Tableaux of plot points, situations, settings
Machine for cooperation and abstraction
Group collaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:
[dentifying cause and effect
Journaling about preferences and the learning process
Documenting
Designing and using assessment tools
Willing suspension of disbelief




Grade Four

Fourth grade students understand conflict and resolution. They can look at
situations from different points of view. They are reading more fluently and they
are better able to imagine different times and places in the past, present and
future.

At this age, social groups are forming and children are sensitive to peer pressure
and cultural differences.

Performance concerns: Students at this age are increasingly eager to perform
and bring their individuality and self-expression to the stage. They need to learn
to practice and rehearse, to focus and stay in character in improvisational
performances.

Skills to be built through theatre activities:

Understanding conflict and resolution

Creating character

Exploring dramatic structure in stories

Understanding different points of view

Sensing time: past, present and future

Imagining other times and places

Connecting to history and culture

Reading fluently

Forming social groups

Dealing with peer pressure

Empathizing with characters’ feelings, motivations and objectives

Designing, gathering and creating appropriate props, costumes, sets, lighting
and sound

Viewing live theatre and discussing the production elements and writing
critiques

Suggested Theatre Components:
Retelling/dramatizing stories using various styles
Creating original stories with detailed structure and complex themes
Developing complex characters with specific motivations and objectives
Improvisation that establish and solve conflicts
Pantomime complex stories as specific characters
Tableaus of concepts, situations, plot points
Machine for abstraction
Group collaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:

Begin keeping a portfolio including issues and opinions, scripts, critiques,
descriptions

Using dramatization to explore peer issues and cultural influences




Grade Five

Students in the fifth grade are approaching Piaget's age of Formal Operations.
They are beginning to be able to consider many possibilities for a given
condition. They are able to deal with propositions that explain concrete facts.
They are able to plan and to think ahead.

Children at this age are beginning to reason with abstract thought and to empathize with
persons and situations outside of themselves. They have a growing sense of self-
awareness and are beginning to have inhibitions about their behavior and appearance,

Performance concerns: Students at this age are developing inhibitions about
appearance and appropriateness. They may be self-conscious and uncomfortable on
stage and may need a heightened level of trust with their audience.

Skills to be built through theatre activities:

Dealing with abstract reasoning

Understanding nuance and irony

Comparing and contrasting universal concepts

Sustaining interest longer — attention span increases

Leaving and returning to a task

Reading longer works

Highly defining fine motor skills

Sensing what is accepted — image-making

Improvising with intent leading to product

Defining and discovering self

Building trust

Empathizing with people and characters

Designing, gathering and creating appropriate props, costumes, sets, lighting and
sound

Viewing live theatre and discussing the production elements and writing critiques

Suggested Theatre Components:
Retelling/dramatizing stories using various styles, cultural traditions, and believability
Creating compelling, original stories with universal themes, well-structured plots, and
interesting characters
Devetoping complex, believable characters with detailed motivations and objectives
Improvisations that reveal character relationships and establish and solve conflicts
Fantomime complex stories as specific characters in established settings
Tableaux of concepts, situations, plot points
Machine as abstraction
Group coilaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:
Inventing and developing characters through the writing process
Using abstract reasoning to understand self and others
Building a portfolio including technical elements




Grade Six

Students in the sixth grade are entering or approaching Piaget's age of Formal
Operations. They are beginning to have the ability to consider many possibilities
for a given condition. They have the ability to use planning to think ahead. They
are increasingly able to comprehend complexity in conflict and in controversy.
They understand and use figurative language. Most significantly, students at
Piaget's final stage of cognitive development increase their ability for abstract
thinking. Formal operational thinkers can recognize and identify a problem, state
several alternative solutions, collect information and fry out and assess possible
approaches.

In instruction, students at this age may be challenged and inspired to achieve
beyond the task at hand or may express boredom and become disengaged. ltis
important to connect to their experience, their curiosities and their affective
concerns.

Skills to be built through theatre study:

Investigating values

Making decisions based on judgment

Developing a self-identity

Trusting others

Searching for positive role models

Planning and following through on complex tasks

Joining and contributing to organizations and groups

Expressing emotion in effective ways

Asking for specific actions and expressing preferences

Memaorizing scripts, rehearsing and designing productions

Understanding different cultures and different times in history

Designing, gathering and creating appropriate props, costumes, sets, lighting
and sound

Viewing live theatre and discussing the production elements and writing
critiques

Suggested Theatre Components:

Develop short productions, either from scripts adapted from literature or
original, rehearse, design, and present them for an audience.

Determine the purpose of productions (entertain, persuade, inform, etc.) and
develop the show accordingly.

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:
Reflecting and revising in rehearsal process
[dentifying personal values
Using writing and performing to explore issues of identity
Building a portfolio including all elements of theatre




California Department of Education (http:.’.fwww.cde.ca.gov/befst/ssfthglossary.asp)
Page Generated: 10/28/2012 9:57:24 AM

Dinplay version

Glossary

Visual and Performing Arts: Theatre Content Standards.

acting areas. See center stage, downstage, stage left, stage right, and upstage.
actor. A person, male or female, who performs a role in a play or an enterfainment.

actor’s position. The orientation of the actar to the audience (e.g., full back, full front, right
profile, left profile).

antagonist. A person, a sifuation, or the protagonist's own inner conflict in opposition to his
or her goals.

articulation. The clear and precise pronunciation of words.
blocking. The planning and working out of the movements of actors on stage.
body positions. See actor's position.

catharsis. The purification or purgation of the emations {as pity and fear) caused in a
tragedy:. ’

center stage. The center of the acting area.
character. The personality or part an actor recreates,

characterization. The development and portrayal of a personality through thought, action,
dialogue, costuming, and makeup.

climax. The point of highest dramatic tension or a major turning point in the action.

cold reading. A reading of a script done by actors who have not previously reviewed the
play.

collaboration, The act of waorking together in a joint intellectuat effort,

commedia dell'arte. A professional form of theatrical improvisation, developed in Haly in the
1500s, featuring stock characters and standardized plots.

complication. See rising action,

conflict. The opposition of persans or forces giving rise to dramatic action in & play.
context. The interreiated conditions in which a play exists or ocours.

conventions of theatre. See theatrical conventions,

costume, Any clothing worn by an actor on stage during a performance.



creative drama. An improvisational, process-centerad form of theatre in which participants
are guided by a leader to imagine, enact, and reflect on human experiences.

crisis. A decisive paint in the plot of a play on which the outcome of the remaining actions
depends.

critique. Opinions and comments based on predetermined criteria that may be used for self-
evaluation or the evaluation of the actors or the production itself.

cue. A signal, either verbal or physical, that indicates something else, such as a line of
dialogue or an entrance, is to happen,

denouement design. The final resolution of the conflict in a plot.

design. The creative process of developing and executing aesthetic or functional designs in
a production, such as costumes, lighting, sets, and makeup,

dialogue. The conversation between actors on stage.

diction. The pronunciation of words, the choice of words, and the manner in which a persan
expresses himself or herself,

directing. The art and technique of bringing the elements of theatre together to make a play.
director, The person who oversees the entire process of staging a production.

downstage. The stage area toward the audience.

dramatic play. Children's creation of scenes when they play pretend.

dramatic structure. The special literary style in which plays are written.

dramaturg. A person who provides specific in-depth knowledge and literary resources to a
director, producer, theatre company, ar even the audience.

dress rehearsals. The final few rehearsals just prior to opening night in which the show is
run with full technical elements. Full costumes and makeup are worn.

electronic media. Means of communication characterized by the use of technology {e.g.,
radio, television, and the Intemet).

Elizabethan theatre. The theatre of England during the reign of Queen Elizabeth | and often
extended to the close of the theatres in 1640.

ensemble. A group of theatrical artists working together fo create a theatrical production.

epic theatre. Theatrical movement of the early 1920s and 1930 characterized by the use of
such artificial devices as cartoons, posters, and film sequences distancing the audience from
theatrical illusion and allowing focus on the play's message.

exposition. Detailed information revealing the facts of a plot.

farce. A comedy with exaggerated characterizations, abundant physical or visual humor,
and, often, an improbable plot.



form. The overall structure or shape of a work that frequently follows an established design.
Forms may referto a literary type {e.g., namrative form, short story form, dramatic form} or to
patterns of meter, fine, and rhymes {e.g., stanza form, verse form).

formal theatre, Theatre that focuses on public performance in front of an audience and in
which the final production is most important.

genre. Literally, kind or type. In literary and dramatic studies, genre refers to the main types
of literary form, principally tragedy and comedy. The term can also refer io forms that are
maore specific to a given historical era, such as the revenge tragedy, or to more specific
subgenres of tragedy and comedy, such as the comedy of manners.

gesture. An expressive movement of the body or limbs.

Greek theatre. Theatrical events in hanor of the gad Dionysus that occurred in Ancient
Greece and included play competitions and a chorus of masked actors.

improvisation. A spontansous styfe of theatre in which scenes are created without advance
rghearsing or scripting.

informal theatre. A theatrical performance that focuses on small presentations, such as one
taking place in a ctassroom setting. Usually, it is not intended for public view.

Kabuki. One of the traditional forms of Japanese theatre, originating in the 1600s and
combining stylized acting, costumes, makeup, and musical accompaniment.

level. The height of an actor's head actor as determined by his or her body position {e.g.,
sitting, lying, standing, or elavated by an artificial means).

makeup. Cosmetics and sometimes hairstyles that an actor wears on stage to emphasize
facial features, historical periods, characterizations, and so forth.

masks. Coverings worn over the face or pan of the face of an actor to emphasize or
neutfralize facial characteristics.

melodrama. A dramatic form popular in the 1800s and characterized by an emphasis on plot
and physical action (versus characterization), cliff-hanging events, heart-tugging emotional
appeals, the celebration of virtue, and a strongly moralistic tone.

mime, An ancient art form based on pantomime in which conventionalized gestures are used
to express ideas rather than represent actions; also, a performer of mime.

minstrel show. Musical theatre that usually consisted of performances of traditionat African-
American music and dance provided by white actors in blackface and characterized by
exploilive racial stereotypas,

monologue. A long speech by a single character.
motivation. A character's reason for doing or saying things in a play.
musical theatre. A type of entertainment containing music, songs, and, usually, dance.

Noh. One of the traditional forms of Japanese theatre in which masked male actors use
highly siylized dance and poetry to tell stories.

objective. A character's goal or intention.



pacing. The tempo of an entire theatrical perfarmance.

pageant. Any elaborate street presentation or a series of tableaux across a stage.
pantomime. Acting without words through facial expression, gesture, and movement.
pitch. The highness or lowness of the voice.

play. The stage representation of an action or a story; a dramatic composition.
playwright. A person who writes plays.

production values. Tha ciitical elements of a praduction, such as acting, direction, lighting,
costuming, sets, and makeup.

projection. The placement and delivery of volume, clarity, and distinctness of voice for
communicating to an audience.

props {propertles). ltems carrled on stage by an actor; small items on the set used by the
actors.

proscenium. The enlarged hole cut through a wail to allow the audience to view the stage. [}
is also called the proscenium arch. The archway is in a sense the frame for the action on the
stage.

protagonist. The main character of a play and the character with whom the audience
identifies most strongly.

puppetry. Aimost anything brought to life by human hands to create a performance. Types of
puppets include rod, hand, and marionette.

reader’s theatre. A performance created by actors reading script rather working from
memory.

rehearsal, Practice sessions in which the actors and technicians prepare for public
performance through repetition.

rising action. The middle part of a plot consisting of complications and discoveries that
create conflict.

run-through. A rehearsal moving from start to finish without stopping for corrections or
notes.

script. The writlen text of a play.

sense memory. Memories of sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and textures. It is used to help
define a character in a certain situation.

stage. The area where actors perform.

stage crew. The backstage technical crew responsible for running the show. In small theatre
compantes the same persons build the set and handle the load-in. Then, during
performances, they change the scenery and handle the curtain,



stage manager. The director's liaison backstage during rehearsal and perfarmance. The
stage manager is responsible for the running of each performance,

stage left. The left side of the stage from the perspective of an actor facing the audience.
stage right. The right side of the stags from the perspective of an actor facing the audience.

stock characters. Established characters, such as young lovers, neighborhood busybodies,
sneaky viilains, and overprotective fathers, who are immediately recognizable by an
audience,

style. The distinctive and unique manner in which a writer arranges words to achieve
particular effects. Style essentially combines the idea to be expressed with the individuality of
the author. These arrangements include individual word cholces as well as such matters as
the length and structure of sentences, tone, and use of irony.

subtext. Information that is implied by a character but not stated by a character in diaiogue,
including actions and thoughts.

tableau. A silent and motionless depiction of a scene created by actors, often from a picture.
The plural is tableaux.

text. The printed words, including dialogue and the stage directions for a script.

theatre. The imitation or representation of life performed for other people; the performance of
dramatic literature; drama; the milieu of actors, technicians, and ptaywrights; the place where
dramatic performances take place.

theatire of the absurd. Theatrical movement beginning in the 1950s in which playwrights

created works representing the universe as unknowable and humankind's existence as
meaningless.

theatrical conventions. The established techniques, practices, and devices unique fo
theatrical productions.

theatrical experiences. Events, activities, and productions associated with theatre, film/
video, and electronic media,

theatrical games. Noncompetitive games designed to develop acting skills and popularized
by Viola Spolin.

upstage. Used as a noun, the stage area away from the audience; used as a verb, to steal
the focus of a scene.

vocal projection. See projection.

vocal quality. The characteristics of a voice, such as shrill, nasal, raspy, breathy, booming,
and so forth.

volume. The degree of loudness or intensity of a voice.

Questions: State Board of Education | 916-319-0827

Last Reviewed: Thursday, May 03. 2012



Burbank Unified School District
Fifth Grade Theatre Residency Rubric

Key Standards
1.0 | Artistic Perception 4 3 2 1
Use the vocabulary of Student uses the Student uses the Student uses the Student uses the
theatre, such as sense vocabulary with 91~ [ vocabulary with 80- vocabulary with 60- | vocabulary with
memory, sctipt, cue, 100% accuracy, 90% accuracy. 79% accuracy. less than 60%
monologue, dialogue, accuracy.
protagonist, and
antagonist, to describe
theatrical experiences.
2.0 | Creative Expression
Student participated | Student participated | Student Student
Participate in enthusiastically in in class activities, inconsistently put consistently did not
improvisational activities | class activities, put effort into forth effort in class put forth any effort
to explore complex ideas | showed effort, and applying the activities. in class activities,
and universal themes in displayed standards presented
literature and life. proficiency in in class, and showed
applying standard/s | progress towards
covered. achieving
proficiency in
applying standard/s
presented in class
lessons.
3.0 | Historical and Cultural
Context
Analyze how theatre is a Student identified Student identified Student identified Student was not
part of our daily life. an example, an example and an example of how | able to identify an
provided more than | provided tationale theatre is a part of | example of how
one rationale of of how theatre is a out daily life. theatre is a part of
how theatre is a part part of our daily life. our daily life.
of our daily life.
4.0 | Aesthetic Valuing
Describe devices actors Student described Student described Student described a | Student was not
use to convey meaning or | more than three up to thtee devices | device actors use to | able to describe
intent in commercials on | device actors use to | actors use to convey | convey meaning or | devices actors use
television. convey meaning or | meaning or intent in | intent in t0 convey meaning
intent in commertcials on commercials on or intent in
commercials on television. television. commercials on
television. television.
5.0 | Connections, Relationship,
and Applications
Use theatrical skills to Student Student Student Student did not
dramatize events and demonstrated all demonstrated all demonstrated some | demonstrate

concepts from other
curriculum areas, such as
reenacting the signing of
thie Declaration of
Independence in history
soctal seience.

covered theatrical
skills to dramatize
events and concepts
from other
curriculum areas
and was able to
describe the
intention for
emphasizing specific
theatrical skills in
performance.

covered theatrical
skills to dramatize
event and concept
from other
curticulum areas.

but not all of
theatrical skills
covered in class to
dramatize an event
from other
cutticulum areas.

theatrical skills to
dramatize svents
and concepts from
other curriculum
areas.
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Story Theatre
Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher, APS ARTS Center
Appropriate Grade Levels: K-5+
Objectives:

+ Students will improvise the retelling of a story.

» Students will collaborate when reteliing a story.

¢ Students will demonstrate their comprehension of a story.

»  Students will illustrate the sequence of a story.

P Resources:

= Story (or poem) to share with students.

o Students grouped in numbers to accommodate the number of characters from the story.

s Space for groups to work.

Procedure/Tips for Acting Out a Story or Poem:
In selecting stories or poems for dramatizing, keep the following in mind:

e Stories or poems with plenty of physical action or movement work better than ones with

lots of description and complicated dialogue, at least at first.

e Start with shorter stories and poems that can be told or read in just a few minutes and
acted out several times with players trying different roles.

» "Narrative Pantomime” is often a good way to start. This means that the teacher tells or
speaks the story or poem while the players pantomime along with the narrative.
MOTIVATE: Tell the story or have students read it silently or aloud.

PLAN:
»-Have a discussion where students describe the pictures they had in their
mind’'s eyes of the main characters.
b-Allow students to try on the main characters all together, using the still image
technique above, possibly bringing their still image to life briefly to pantomime an
action the character might do.
> Divide the story into short segments if it's a longer story. For the first segment,
get volunteers to act out each of the roles.
P Set up chairs or tables or other objects in the playing space to represent things
in the environment,

+ ENACT: Have the players act out that segment of the story.

» EVALUATE: Let viewers respond. At first it is very important to allow only positive
comments: “What did you see that you liked" "What helped you understand the story"
The leader can model positive feedback to help build player's observational skills and
build confidence and mutual support in the group: *| could really tell that Karen was the
cat by the way she used her hands as paws to clean her whiskers.” “Kevin did a good
job of staying in character and not laughing when Bill made that funny face.” “All these
actors did a good job of working together.” "I could tell the players were in a jungle by the
way they were wiping sweat off their brows and swatting at bugs and chopping at all the
vines."

After the group is supportive of each other, allow suggestions by asking: “Was there
anything you didn’t understand?" "What could we do in the next repeat of the scene to
make it better?”

* REPLAY: Switching roles or allowing other volunteers to enact the same scene.

« EVALUATE: As above,

+ REPLAY AND EVALUATE as long as the group’s interest holds and the dramatization
keeps improving.

« MOVE ON TO ANOTHER SECTION OR ANOTHER STORY

Extensions/Modifications:

» For younger students, pre-plan movements to fit characters or actions, at least for the
first few experiences with story theatre.

» Older student can write an adaptation of the story or poem in narrative or script form.
Vocabulary: Pantomime, dialogue, positive feedback, cooperate, collaborate.
Assessment/Evaluation;

« Teacher observation.

« |mprovisation rubric

e General rubric for theatre.



-]
APS Drama Standards Addressed:
Topic/Skills: The student discovers and develops essential skills in acting, directing,
and technical work for classroom dramatizations.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student utilizes essential skills to
communicate character (acting, costumes, makeup), mood and locale (scenery,
properties, lights, sound) in classroom dramatizations.
Topic/Creativity: The student designs and plans improvisations and classroom
dramatizations to express ideas.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student independently and/or collaboratively
plans and prepares improvisations and selects acting, movement, music, and/or
visual elements to share ideas.
Topic/Playwriting: The student exhibits an understanding of the creative process by
planning and recording of improvisations and using script writing.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student, individually and in groups, refines
and records dialogue and action and creates characters, environments, and
scenes that bring about tension and suspense.
Topic/Evaluation: The student observes, discusses, analyzes, and constructs meaning
with regard to classroom dramatizations and other theatrical performances.
APS District K-6 Benchmark: The student discusses components of
dramatizations (acting, story, staging, scenery, etfc.) using appropriate
terminology, and explains personal and emotional connections to the dramatic
piece.
Topic/Performance: The student contributes to school and community by acting,
completing technical work, and/or directing formal and informal productions.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student imagines and assumes roles for an
audience that clearly demonstrate characters, their relationships, and their
environments using his or her acting skills and knowledge of technical elements
of costume, makeup, scenery, etc.

NM [.anguage Arts Standards Addressed:

Strand i: Reading and listening for comprehension.

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information
that is read, heard and viewed,

K-4 Benchmark 1-A: Listen to, read, react to and retell information;

K-4 Benchmark I-C: Demonstrate critical thinking skills to comprehend written, spoken,
and visual information.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

5-8 Benchmark I-C: Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information

Strand [l: Writing and speaking for expression.

Content Standard Ii: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and
writing.

K-4 Benchmark ll-A: Demonstrate competence in speaking fo convey information.

5-8 Benchmark II-A: Use speaking as an interpersonal communication too]



Hat Characters
Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher, APS ARTS Center

Appropriate Grade Levels: K-5+

Objectives: Students will use a variety of hats to create characters.
Resources:

L]

A variety of hats for students to choose from. There are hats available for
checkout at the APS ARTS Center. Using hats that suggest characters or
occupations are useful in this activity. If you don’t have enough hats, have the
class divide in half or into small groups to work and reassure students that each
will get a turn.

Large space to work in.

Procedure:

Leader places hats out in a big circle on the floor and asks players to getin a
circle around the hats.
The leader selects one or two hats as examples and has a brief discussion about
the characteristics of each hat and who might wear it.
Students wailk around the hats in the circle and, in their head, choose several
they would like to use. They then carefully choose a hat.
Students examine their hat, imagine what kind of character would wear that had
and then make a frozen statue of that character—posture, pose, and facial
expression.
The leader counts aloud to 3 and each player brings their character to life and
says one word that this character might say while moving about the playing
space.
Students form back into the circle and the leader calls out “pass the hat’ and the
players pass their hat one to the person to the right. Repeat the frozen character
and bringing to life for this "new” hat.
Continue this until students have tried on several hats (or all of them).
Now, have students take the hats and line them up so all can see them. Players
then pick one hat that they can work with more extensively. You may want to
remind them to have a 1%, 2", and 3" choice in case they do not get the hat they
wanted.
The leader directs students to put on the hat and go on a walk as their character,
side-coaching suggestions:
Decide where you are and why you are walking (identify objective of
character)
Let how you think about your character effect how you walk. Is it different
than
how you walk?
How old is this character?
How does this character stand? What is their posture?
Does he or she walk fast or slow?
Your character is nearly to where they are going when they run into an
obstacle—a broken shoe, lose something, faints from the heat, lost,
allergy attack, etc.
Struggle with your problem:.
Overcome the problem or let it overcome you.
End your walk,
Players get into two lines, shoulder to shoulder, on opposite sides of the room
facing the center (about 8 to 10 feet between the two lines).



¢ On the leader's signal, players cross the open space and say hello to the person
across from them. They then continue on and stand in the other line. Discuss
how they can make their voice different than their own.

* On the leader’s signal, players cross the space again, but this time stop and ask
a simple question (What time is it? Will it rain? What is your name? efc.) to a
person they meet.

e Now they do not travel from line to line but “mingle’—they must introduce
themselves to at least five other characters. They need to tell them their
character’s name.

The players can then begin to define their character some by writing a character profile
{modified for younger students). Younger students can sit with a partner and discuss the
“answers” to the categories on the profile (leader reads each for them). Older students
can complete a profile sheet and then sit with a partner that they have not intreduced
their character to and share their profiles.

Extensions:

» Have students write or tell a biography of their character.

» Have them write and share an event from the life of this character,

»  With a partner, write a dramatic scene (script) invalving the two characters.
Vocabulary: Character, traits, motive, goal, still image, improvisation.
Assessment/Evaluation:

» Teacher cbservation

e Improvisation rubric

* General rubric for drama
APS Drama Standards Addressed:

Topic/Skills: The student discovers and develops essential skills in acting, directing,
and technical work for classroom dramatizations.
APS District K-6 Benchmark: The student utilizes essential skills to
communicate character (acting, costumes, makeup), mood and locale {scenery,
properties, lights, sound) in classroom dramatizations.
Topic/Creativity: The student designs and plans improvisations and classroom
dramatizations to express ideas.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student independently and/or collaboratively
plans and prepares improvisations and selects acting, movement, music, and/or
visual elements fo share ideas.
Topic/Playwriting: The student exhibits an understanding of the creative process by
planning and recording of improvisations and using script writing.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student, individually and in groups, refines
and records dialogue and action and creates characters, environments, and
scenes that bring about tension and suspense.

NM Language Arts Standards Addressed:

Strand I: Reading and listening for comprehension.

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to compirehend information
that is read, heard and viewed.

K-4 Benchmark 1-A: Listen to, read, react to and retell information:

K-4 Benchmark I-C: Demenstrate critical thinking skills to comprehend written, spoken,
and visual information.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

5-8 Benchmark I-C: Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information

Strand II: Writing and speaking for expression.

Content Standard II: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and
writing.

K-4 Benchmark II-A: Demonstrate competence in speaking to convey information.

5-8 Benchmark Il-A: Use speaking as an interpersonal communication tool



Conflict/Please No
Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher, APS ARTS Center

Appropriate Grade Levels: 3-5+
Objectives:

e Students will demonstrate conflict between characters.

* Students will improvise a scene.
Resources:

» Students arranged in partners
Space for partners to work
A signal for the participants to freeze—a whistle or bell or something to be heard
*Paper and Pencils
*Sample of Basic Script
*If using this lesson in conjunction with playwriting.
Procedure:
This drama exercise helps illustrate to students that confiict does not have to be violent.
Part1;
Please/No

« Partner up the students. Have the partners choose who will be “A” and who will
be "B". Let them know they will have a chance to switch roles and play the other
side.

¢ Person A may only say “please”. They may say it however they want but they
may only say please.

» Person B may only say “no”. Again, they may say it however they want but they
may only say no.

* Have partners do this for 30 seconds and then allow them to switch roles and
repeat the process.

» Discuss what it fel like in each position.

Part 2:
Please/No/Maybe/Yes

¢ Students assume original positions of A and B, “A" may still only say
‘please”. This time, “B" may say “no”, “maybe”, or “yes”. However, once B says
yes, both A and B must sit down and be silent. Remind B to be sure he or she
really wants to say “yes"—make A convince B to say yes. Also, remind B that if
A gives a really compelling argument, they should say yes.

» Do this for 30 seconds, then switch. Stop at 30 seconds whether or not partners
get a “yes”.

» Discuss with the partners who are sitting why they said ‘yes" and how they felt
when they got a “yes”. What about if they didn't get a "yes” in the 30 seconds?
What did that feel like?

Part 3:
Please/No/Maybe/Yes and Beyond

» Forthis round, students can use any dialogue they want. Person Bis
pantomiming an activity that is very important or that they really like to do. There
is a strong reason for them doing this activity and they cannot be easily
persuaded to stop the activity.

» Enter person A. Person A wants to do something with person B and must fry to
convince person B to leave what they are doing and join person A. Person A can
use any means to try to get B to go with them, but it must all be done with words.
The scene continues until B gives in or the leader (teacher) calls time {about two
or three minutes).

» Have students switch roles and repeat the process.

+ Ask for volunteers to show one of the conflicts to the rest of the group.

e 9o o @



» Discuss any strategies used to persuade B to go and what made for interesting

conflicts.
Extensions:
Playwriting

* Students create a character profile for their character and begin their scene.

* Partners begin to write a story or script with the characters and conilict created in
either of the situations developed on Part 3. Both partners write exactly the same
thing. This is so there are two copies of the script.

* Begin with Time, Place, and At Rise. Encourage playwrights to include stage
directions so that actors have guidance in their interpretation of the scene.

Vocabulary: Conflict, motive, improvisation
Assessment/Evaluation: Teacher Observation, Improvisation Rubric, *Six-Trait Writing
Rubric for Playwriting

Drama Standards Addressed:
Topic/Skills: The student discovers and develops essential skills in acting, directing,
and technical work for classroom dramatizations.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student utilizes essential skills to
communicate character (acting, costumes, makeup), mood and locale (scenery,
properties, lights, sound) in classroom dramatizations.
Topic/Creativity: The student designs and plans improvisations and classroom
dramatizations to express ideas.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student independently and/or collaboratively
plans and prepares improvisations and selects acting, movement, music, and/or
visual elements to share ideas.
Topic/Playwriting: The student exhibits an understanding of the creative process by
planning and recording of improvisations and using script writing.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student, individually and in groups, refines
and records dialogue and action and creates characters, environments, and
scenes that bring about tension and suspense.

NM Language Arts Standards Addressed:

Strand I: Reading and listening for comprehension.

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information
that is read, heard and viewed.

K-4 Benchmark 1-A: Listen to, read, react to and retell information:

K-4 Benchmark I-C: Demonstrate critical thinking skills to comprehend written, spoken,
and visual information.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

5-8 Benchmark I-C: Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information

Strand Il: Writing and speaking for expression.

Content Standard Il: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and
writing.

K-4 Benchmark ll-A: Demonstrate competence in speaking to convey information.

5-8 Benchmark I1-A: Use speaking as an interpersonal communication tool



Prompts with Photos
Erin K. Hulse, Drama Rescurce Teacher, APS ARTS Center

Appropriate Grade Levels: 3-5+

Objectives: Students will use inference skills to create characters from photographs.

Resources:

Photos of peaple/events from magazines, mounted and laminated

NOTE: When choosing photos, look for unusual or infriguing subjects and/or
settings that might invite students to tell a story about the subject or the event.
Character profiles

Writing paper

Procedure;

Spread the photos on tables so that students can see them,
Have students take their time to look at aff the photos and determine which of the
subjects appeal {o them or engage them.
Choose a photo to work with. Begin to question or sidecoach students in
considering their character:;

¢ Who is he/she?

0 What is his/her name?

OWhat is special about this person?

®Where is this persen? In the photo, can you tell the economic level of
the

character?
¢Does he/she come to this place often or is this his/her first time? Why is
he/she here?

OHow does hefshe feel about being there?

OWhat does the character want? Need? Dream about?

OWhat is stopping him/her from getiing it?

OWhat does this person really care about?

OWhat does he/she need to tell you or someone?
Have all students simultaneously take on the pose in their photo and hoid it.
Encourage them o convey how that feels and what it tells you about the person,
Now, on your signal, have students bring the photo to life and do what they think
the character would do next. Give them a minute to act it out.
Repeat, having the students act out what they think happened just before the
picture was taken, ending with a freeze in the pose of the picture.
Using a character profile sheet, encourage students to create a defined character
by completing the elements on the profile sheet.
REMIND students that the rest of the group will get to know this character by
what they create so there is no *wrong” way to complete the character profile.
Focusing on the wish/motive/goal and fear of the character can become a
starting point for a story about this character. The other elements of the profile
become factors in how the character deals with their wishes/motives/goals and
fears,
After the students have had time to complete their profiles, have them introduce
their characters to the rest of the group.

Once the students have had a chance to get to know their character, they can then
begin to write a monologue or stary involving their character and possibly a confiict



around the wish/motive/goal or fear of the character. This writing can be in narrative
form or script form.

Extensions:
» Partner students up and have them improvise a scene involving their characters.
o From their improvisation, have students write a scene in script form.

Vocabulary: Character, traits, motive, goal, still image, improvisation.

Assessment/Evaluation:
s+ Teacher observation
o Improvisation rubric

APS Drama Standards Addressed:

Topic/Skills: The student discovers and develops essential skills in acting, directing,

and technical work for classroom dramatizations.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student utilizes essential skills to
communicate character (acting, costumes, makeup), mood and locale (scenery,
properties, lights, sound) in classroom dramatizations.

Topic/Creativity: The student designs and plans improvisations and classroom
dramatizations to express ideas.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student independently and/or collaboratively
plans and prepares improvisations and selects acting, movement, music, and/or
visual elementis to share ideas.
Topic/Playwriting: The student exhibits an understanding of the creative process by
planning and recording of improvisations and using script writing.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student, individually and in groups, refines
and records dialogue and action and creates characters, environments, and
scenes that bring about tension and suspense.

NM Language Arts Standards Addressed:

Strand I: Reading and listening for comprehension.

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information
that is read, heard and viewed.

K-4 Benchmark 1-A: Listen to, read, react to and retell information:

K-4 Benchmark I-C: Demonstrate critical thinking skills to comprehend written, spoken,
and visual information.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react o, and interpret information

5-8 Benchmark |-C: Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information

Strand Il: Writing and speaking for expression.

Content Standard II: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and
writing.

K-4 Benchmark Il-A: Demonstrate competence in speaking to convey information.

K-4 Benchmark [I-C: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing
process.

5-8 Benchmark ll-A: Use speaking as an interpersonal communication tool

5-8 Benchmarks lI-C: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the
writing process



Four Starters
Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher, APS ARTS Center
Appropriate Grade Levels: 3-5+
Objectives:
»  Students will create characters based on various emotions
» Students will collaborate to create an improvisation of a scene
= Students will collaboratively write a scene based on their improvisation
» Students will follow basic script form when writing their scene
Day/Sessicn One
Resources: Emotions poster or cards with emotions written on them.
Four Starters lines (set of 15 works for 30 students), each set of four
lines mounted on its own card.
Large space to work
Procedure;

s As awhole group, review emoctions with students. Have them show the different emotions
not only with their faces but with their bodies too. For example, "embarrassed’ might be head
hung down, shoulders siumped forward, body slightly turned away from the group.

e Partner up the students. [f there are an odd number of students, you can collaborate up with
the extra student or you can have a threesome. You may want to read through the Four
Starters to see which would be appropriate for three people.

= Hand out the four stariers, one to each partnership, Have them decide who is character one
and who is character fwo.

o Give students three to five minutes to rehearse reading the four lines using different
emotions.

= Ask partnerships to share the four starters using different emotions.

Day/Session Two

Resources:

Four Starters lines {set of 15 works for 30 students), each set of four lines
mounted on its own card.

Procedure:

+ Improvisation of the four starters. Have students return to their partnerships and give them
their original four starter,

» Ask students if they have an idea of who these characters are, where they might be, why
they are there, when this is happening, and what has happened to bring them to the point of
saying the four lines.

+ Give students five to ten minutes to rehearse an improv of how their scene (story) might
evolve from the four lines. The four starters must be the first lines spoken in the improv, and
then they can use any lines they need to tel the story!

« Stage the improvs for the rest of the class.

Day/Session Three: Writing Scenes!

Resources:

Four Starters lines (set of 15 works for 30 students), each set of four lines mounted on its
own card.

Loose-leaf paper

Pencils

Procedure:

» Partners sit together. They write the same thing so there will be two copies of the script.

=  Students must give the following:

CAST LIST:

TIME:

PLACE:



AT RISE:

s  Students begin writing their scripts. The first four lines must be the four starters, and
then they can use any lines they want to teil the story. Remind them to name their
characters, and any new characters they add.

» Workshop the scenes by acting them out, either with the playwrights in the roles or
(better yet) have the playwrights cast others in the roles so they can see their work
performed.

Extensions:
e Playwrights write Character Profiles for each of their characters,
e Students create new “four starters”.

Vocabulary:

¢ Improvisation, scene (NOT “SKIT"}, character, motive, emotions (see list), playwright (the
person who "wrought” the play), script, “At Rise” (what the audience sees on stage as the
curtain rises), setting, plot or problem

Assessment/Evaluation:
Improvisation Rubric
Six Trait Writing Rubric for Creative Dramatic Writing
APS Drama Standards Addressed:
Topic/Skills: The student discovers and develops essential skills in acting, directing,
and technical work for classroom dramatizations,
APS District K-6 Benchmark: The student utilizes essential skills to
communicate character (acting, costumes, makeup), mood and locale (scenery,
properties, lights, sound) in ¢lassroom dramatizations.
Topic/Creativity: The student designs and plans improvisations and classroom
dramatizations to express ideas.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student independently and/or collaboratively
plans and prepares improvisations and selects acting, movement, music, andfor
visual elements to share ideas.
Topic/Playwriting: The student exhibits an understanding of the creative process by
planning and recording of improvisations and using script writing.
APS District K-5 Benchmark: The student, individually and in groups, refines
and records dialogue and action and creates characters, environmenis, and
scenes that bring about tension and suspense.
NM Language Arts Standards Addressed:
Strand I: Reading and listening for comprehension.
Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information
that is read, heard and viewed.
K-4 Benchmark 1-A: Listen {o, read, react to and retell information:
K-4 Benchmark I-C: Demonstrate critical thinking skills to comprehend written, spoken,
and visual information.
5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen {o, read, react to, and interpret information
5-8 Benchmark I-C: Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information
Strand 11: Writing and speaking for expression.
Content Standard Il: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and
writing.
K-4 Benchmark Il-A: Demaonstrate competence in speaking to convey information.
K-4 Benchmark [I-C: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing
process.
5-8 Benchmark II-A: Use speaking as an interpersonal communication tool
5-8 Benchmarks [[-C: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the
writing process
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“Four” Starters
Circumstance # 1.
Character # 1: lIs it time?
Character # 2: Just about.
Character # 1: Well, don't just sit there!

Character # 2. Be patient. It will happen.

Circumstance # 2:

Character # 1. What do you think it is?
Character # 2. | don't know.
Character # 1. Should we open it?

Character # 2. Do you think it's safe?

Circumstance # 3:

Character # 1: If's so dark!

Character # 2. Well, | could light a match.
Character # 1: Wait! What was that sound?

Character # 2: What sound?

Created by Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher
APS ARTS Center/Fine Arts



Circumstance # 4:
Character # 1: Do you think they will recognize us?
Character # 2: What do you mean?

Character # 1. | mean, will they know what we look like?

Character # 2: How am | supposed to know?

Circumstance # 5:

Character # 1: The train arrives at midnight.
Character # 2: Do you think he’ll be on it?
Character # 1. He better be!

Character # 2: But what if he isn’t?

Circumstance # 6:

Character # 1. What time is it?

Character # 2: How should [ know?
Character # 1. You're the one with the watch.
Character # 2. Hey! Where's my watch?

Created by Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher
APS ARTS Center/Fine Arts



Circumstance # 7:

Character # 1. She said she’d be home in an hour,
Character # 2: Do you think she'll know about it?
Character # 1: I'm sure she'll find out sooner or later.

Character # 2: Well, maybe we shouldn’t.

Circumstance # 8:

Character # 1. Why are you so happy?

Character # 2. Wouldn't you like to know!

Character # 1. Well, of course | would—I| asked, didn't I?

Character # 2: Well...... No, I'm not going to tell you!

Circumstance # 9:

Character # 1: Can you eat it?
Character # 2: I'm not sure.
Character # 1: It sure is a funny color.

Character # 2: But it smeils okay.

Created by Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher
APS ARTS Center/Fine Arts



Circumstance # 10:

Character # 1. Where did it go?
Character # 2. 1 think it rolled under here.
Character # 1. Are you going to get it?

Character # 2: | thought you were.

Circumstance # 11:

Character # 1. The phone's ringing.
Character # 2: Yea, | know.

Character # 1; Aren’t you going to answer it?

Character # 2: It's probably them again.

Circumstance # 12;

Character # 1. How was it?
Character # 2, Okay, | guess.
Character # 1: What do you mean?

Character # 2. If you like that kind of stuff.

Created by Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher
APS ARTS Center/Fine Aris



Circumstance # 13:

Character # 1: We're not supposed to be here.
Character # 2. Who's gonna know?

Character # 1: They’ll find out.

Character # 2; You gonna tell them?

Circumstance # 14:

Character # 1: Let's do something fun today.
Character # 2: | can't.

Character # 1: Why not? What happened?

Character # 2: | don’t want to talk about it.

Circumstance # 15:

Character # 1. We have to be quiet,
Character # 2: Why?

Character # 1. Take a look around.

Character # 2: Yeah, s0?

Created by Erin K. Hulse, Drama Resource Teacher
APS ARTS Center/Fine Arts
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What is a Mu;e?

4, Y f,

What is a Muse?

Any of the Nine Greek goddesses of the
arts and sciences.

The spirit that is thought to give ideas
and feelings to a poet or artist.
They were daughters of Zeus, the king
of the gods, and Mnemosyne, the
goddess of memory
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What words use forms of “MUSE”

The Nine Greek Muses

= Ihaha - Muse of comedy -

and idytlic poetry. Sheis
usually shewn hoiding a
comic mask, a shepherd's

fi e nuors - Muse of
misic and dancing.

+ b-ats - Muse of love

Music .2 poetry.
.cnzuuk, and ? wreath of ivy., |  -ope - Muse of epic
Musician + Atparnen [mel-po- poetry and rhetoric.
. men-ee} - Muse of . Lr 1wa - Muse of
Musical tragedy. Sheis usually astronomy
shown hoiding a tragic ) . .
Museum mask, the club of « 5 yliyivns or Polymnia -
Hercules, and 2 wresthor  Muse of sacred hymns
Amuse vine leaves, and harmany.
Amusement * {hea - Muse of history.
+ Culecs - Muse of lyric
poetry.
Melpomene Thalia
Tragedy Comedy




IT'S...
PRACTICE
YOUR
ACTING
TIME!!

TIME TO WATCH 1!

-

Click on masks|

Discussion Time

1, How would you tell your parents that they
were wrong, in a8 way that they would listen
{0 you and not get mad or stop listening?

2. Why is itimportant to take others feelings
into consideration, even if you are trying to
keep them from being incorrect?

Just a little extra info!

There are 3 ORIGINAL Greek writers.

This means that they are the oldest known
writings of what we consider
Drama/tragedy/comedy.

Their names were Sophocles, Euripides, and
Aeschyius.

Besides watching Mr. Elizondo perform
Sophaocles,

Where do we see the writings from the Greek
poets/authors today?

GET
READY

TO

ACT
AGAIN !l




Aeschylus

The following is Oh the torment bred in the race,
a gquote from the grinding scream of death
and the stroke that hits the vein,
HARRY POTTER the hemorrhage none can staunch, the grigf,
AND the curse no man can bear.

But there s a cure in the house, Now hear, you blissful powers underground—
and not outside it, no, answer the call, send help.
not from others but from them, Bless the children, give them triumph now.

their bloody strife. We sing to you,
dark gods beneath the Earth.

Follow-up Projects

Short Term

S U P E R ..I O B l l » Create a Tragedy/Comedy mask

Memorize and perform “Jabberwocky”

Long Term

- Continue to devetop acting skills in Readers’
Theatre plays

» Write own plays and act them out.
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