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Education Law SECTION 2801-School Safety Plans
Commissioner's Regulations 155.17 School Safety Plans

• Each public school develop and annually update a confidential 

Building-level Emergency Response Plan (ERP) that includes 

details about how school personnel and students would respond to 

different types of emergency situations that may occur in their 

school. 

• Each public school district develop and annually update a 

District-wide School Safety Plan that provides critical information to 

parents, educators and the school community about the policies and 

procedures that are in place related to school safety. 



Must be in place by September 1 each year and must be submitted to 
both the state police and local law enforcement within 30 days of 
adoption, but no later than October 1. 

Building-Level Emergency Response Plans





SUGGESTED REVISIONS
DISTRICT-WIDE SAFETY PLAN



DRILLS

A minimum of 12 drills must be held each school

year, 8 of which shall be held prior to 

December 1. 

4 drills December 1 - Summer Recess

DEFINITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PROTECTIVE ACTION OPTIONS

Secure lockout means students and staff remain inside locked and secured school buildings during 
incidents that pose an imminent concern outside the school.

Shelter and Shelter-in-Place means keeping students in school buildings and providing them with 
shelter when it is deemed safer for students to remain inside rather than to return home or be 
evacuated.

Hold and Hold-in Place means the restriction of movement of students and staff within the building 
while dealing with short term emergencies. 

Evacuate and Evacuation means to move students for their protection from a school building to a 
predetermined location in response to an emergency.

Lockdown means immediately clear the hallways, lock and/or barricade doors, hide from view, and 
remain silent while readying a plan of evacuation as a last resort.  Lockdown will only end upon 
physical release from the room or secured area by law enforcement. Lockdown initiated during 
incidents that pose an immediate threat of violence in or around the school.



REVISED AND NEW TERMS



Disaster – Disaster means occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, illness, injury, or loss of life or property 
resulting from any [natural or manmade causes] incident, such as fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, high water, landslide, 
mudslide, windstorm, wave action, epidemic, air contamination, drought, explosion, water contamination, chemical accident, 
communicable disease outbreak, war or civil disturbance.

Building-level emergency response planning team - means a building-specific team appointed by the building principal, in accordance 
with regulations or guidelines prescribed by the board of education, the chancellor in the case of New York City, or other governing 
body. The building-level emergency response planning team is responsible for the designation of the emergency response team and the 
development of the building-level emergency response plan and its required components. The building-level emergency response 
planning team shall include, but not be limited to, representatives of teacher, administrator, and parent organizations, school safety 
personnel, other school personnel including bus drivers and monitors, community members, local law enforcement officials, local 
ambulance, fire officials or other emergency response agencies, and any other representatives the school board, chancellor or other 
governing body deems appropriate.

Emergency Response Team - means a building-specific team designated by the building-level emergency response planning team that is 
comprised of school personnel, law enforcement officials, fire officials, and representatives from local, regional and/or State emergency 
response agencies and assists the school community in responding to a violent incident or emergency. 

Post-incident response team - means a building-specific team designated by the building-level emergency response planning team that 
includes appropriate school personnel, medical personnel, school health personnel, mental health counselors and others who can assist 
the school community in coping with the aftermath of a violent incident or emergency. 

Serious violent incident - means an incident of violent criminal conduct that is, or appears to be, life threatening and warrants the 
immediate response by students and/or staff, because of an imminent threat to their safety or health, including, but not limited to -- 
riot, hostage-taking kidnapping and/or the use or threatened use of a firearm, explosive, bomb, incendiary device, chemical or biological 
weapon, knife or other dangerous instrument capable of causing death or serious injury



Trauma - means an emotional response to a deeply distressing or disturbing 
experience such as, but not limited to, an act of violence, natural disaster, 
abuse, neglect, or loss. 

Trauma-informed means an understanding of trauma and how it affects the 
physical, emotional, and mental health of students and adults. 

Trauma-informed drills - means avoiding tactics in training or drills that may 
introduce or activate trauma, such as use of props, actors, simulations, or other 
tactics intended to mimic a school shooting, incident of violence, or other 
emergency, or inclusion of developmentally or age-inappropriate content.  Drills 
may inadvertently prompt a negative emotional or psychological response in 
staff or students because of previous exposure(s) to trauma.



ADDED WORKPLACE VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

SECTION 3.1 Program Initiatives 

SECTION 3.2 School Safety Assessments

SECTION 3.6 Early Detection of Potentially Violent Behaviors



SECTION 3.3 Training, Drills, and Exercises

TRAUMA INFORMED DRILLS

SECTION 3.4



Previously referred as EMERGENCY OPERATIONS GROUP
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