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SCHUYLKILL VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
929 Lakeshore Drive 

Leesport, PA  19533-8631 
 

MINUTES 
 

September 25, 2023 
 
 

1.0 The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Board President, David E. Moll, 
in the Auxiliary Cafeteria of the Schuylkill Valley High School. 
 

1.1 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
 
1.2 ROLL CALL 

Members Present:  Paul L. Bendigo, Robert M. Dempsey (departed 7:55 p.m.), Nicoleen M. Kleffel, 
Linda R. Lash, George H. Mertz III, G. Dane Miller, David E. Moll, Bryan J. O’Donnell,  
Alfonso F. Rossi 
 
Secretary:  Linda R. Lash  
 
Recording Secretary:  Susan A. Christman  
 
Administrative Staff Present:  Dr. Cathy Taschner, Casey Blankenbiller, Dr. Melissa Brewer,  
Robin Brightbill, Stephanie Deibler, Jennifer Gabryluk, Kristin Holst, Jenny Rexrode, Jacqueline 
Rivas, Kristen Wallace 
 
Solicitor:  Alicia Luke, Fox Rothschild LLP 
 

1.3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Paul Bendigo and seconded by Nicoleen Kleffel to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of August 28, 2023, and the special meeting of September 18, 2023, as 
presented. 
 
Yeas:  Bendigo, Dempsey, Kleffel, Lash, Mertz, Miller, Moll, O’Donnell, Rossi 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

1.4 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Mr. Moll reported that the Board met in executive session on September 18, 2023, prior to the 

Committee meetings, for legal matters, on September 25, 2023, prior to the Board Meeting for the 
review of legal matters and personnel matters, and will meet following the September 25, 2023 
Board meeting, for personnel matters. 

 
1.5 RECOGNITION 
 Mr. Colin Dempsey, PSBA, presented school board service awards to Mr. Robert Dempsey - 24 

years, Mr. Dane Miller - 16 years, Mr. George Mertz - 8 years, and Mr. David Moll - 8 years, 
recognizing their many years of dedication to the Schuylkill Valley School District.  They have given 
their time freely to the district and were presented with their “Honor Roll” certificate which requires 
the completion of 8 years of service on a school board.  Mr. Robert Dempsey received a special 
award for his 24 years of service. 

 
2.0 REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

 
2.1 PRESIDENT – David E. Moll 

Mr. Moll noted that the Board is here to support the students, teachers, coaches and administration.  
The Board tries to provide all the resources they can, but they also need to be fiscally responsible.  
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2.2 SECRETARY – Linda R. Lash 
 Mrs. Lash reminded the Board that they can enroll in PSBA’s travel/accident insurance. 
 
2.3 BERKS COUNTY I.U. BOARD – Linda R. Lash 
 Mrs. Lash reported that their last meeting was held on September 21.  The meeting included an 

Early Childhood Department presentation on starting school and a review of legislative items for the 
next term.  We have three new superintendents in the county and Dr. Taschner will be mentoring 
Dr. Lisa Hess, Governor Mifflin School District, as part of the New Superintendents’ Academy.   

 Dr. Taschner reported on the COLA meeting held on September 12.  Dr. Sherry Smith discussed 
the PA budget, the challenges they face and how it’s impacting schools.  One interesting fact was 
that this was the first year in many years that the number of PA certified teachers’ certificates 
issued was less than the number of emergency certificates. 

 
2.4 BERKS CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER – George H. Mertz III 

Mr. Mertz reported that their next meeting will be held on September 27. 
 

2.5 TAX COLLECTION COMMITTEE – David E. Moll 
Mr. Moll reported that their next meeting will be held on September 28. 
 

2.6 PA SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION LIAISON – Linda R. Lash 
 Mrs. Lash thanked Mr. Colin Dempsey, PSBA, for attending the meeting and recognizing the Board 

members’ service.  She reminded the Board that the PASA-PSBA School Leadership Conference 
will be held on October 15-17 in the Poconos. 

 
2.7 SCHUYLKILL VALLEY EDUCATION FOUNDATION – Robert M. Dempsey 
 Mr. Dempsey reported that their last meeting was held on September 20.  Attendance was 

excellent and they now have a full executive board in place and a number of new board members 
including local business owners/representatives.  The foundation has been working on community 
awareness by participating in National Night Out and Leesport Community Days.  They will be 
attending homecoming and have a future goal of reaching out to SV alumni. 

 
3.0 PERSONS WHO WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 
 Joanna Schlottman, Bern Township – Employment 
 Lisa Jacobson, Bern Township – Work Environment 
 Louis Shucker, Bern Township – Student Outcomes/Achievements  
 
4.0 BOARD  
 There were no items for Board approval. 
 
4.1 Other (Old/New Business) 
 Alicia Luke, Counsel, Fox Rothschild LLP, stated that there is no legal requirement that board 

meetings be streamed or the recordings be kept on record.  This was a COVID policy that a lot of 
districts adopted when schools were closed and then continued for some period of time thereafter.  
It does seem to be a trend to reevaluate at this point since we’re several years out.  Streaming 
meetings and maintaining recordings can be expensive from a technological standpoint.  Ms. Luke 
recommended that the district have a policy to formally address whether to stream, whether to 
record and how long to post the recordings.  She would like to see this on the October agenda for 
discussion by the Board to determine which way they would like to go moving forward. 

  
5.0 SUPERINTENDENT 

 
 Monthly Reports 
5.1 The following monthly reports have been provided to the Board: 
 
  5.1.1 Enrollment Year-To-Date 
  5.1.2 Principals’ Dashboard Reports (will resume in October)     




















