
OLEAN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
410 West Sullivan Street 

Olean, NY 14760 
 
 
 

 Regular Meeting 
 July 19, 2005   
 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the City School District of Olean, NY was 
held on Tuesday, July 19, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room of the Olean High School located 
at 410 West Sullivan Street, Olean, NY.  The meeting was called to order by President McElfresh 
with a moment of silent prayer.  President McElfresh led the Board of Education in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 PRESENT: Michiko H. McElfresh, President 
  Steven H. Hamed, Vice-President 
  Laurie A. Branch 
  Gordon E. Cross (Left meeting at 9:00 p.m.) 
  Mary K. Fay (Arrived at 7:35 p.m.) 
  Michael Martello (Arrived at 8:20 p.m.) 
  George Pancio (Left meeting at 9:00 p.m.) 
  Gerald E. Zimmerman 
 
 ABSENT:  Ira Katzenstein  
 
 STAFF PRESENT: Mark J. Ward, Superintendent 
  David Flaherty, District Treasurer 
  Judith Creeden, Director of Curriculum/Testing 
   
 
 OTHERS: Lori Aloi 
  Chuck Fiegl, Olean Times Herald 
  Nick Pircio, WHDL Radio  
 
 
 

 
VOICE OF THE TAXPAYER 

 
 Lori Aloi, 414 South Union Street, expressed her concern to the Board of 
Education regarding the Attendance Policy as reported in the July 9, 2005 edition of 
The Olean Times Herald. 
 
 
 Moved by L. Branch, seconded by G. Pancio to approve the amended Agenda. 
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
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COMMUNICATIONS, COMMENDATIONS & PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE: 

 
a.  Letter of Appreciation from BOCES. 
b. Thank you note from the Vena family for a library memorial in memory of 

Regina Vena (Marianne Morgan’s mother).  
c. Thank you note from Sheri Robertson, Special Olympics Coordinator for the 

donation of buses for Olean Area Special Olympics. 
d. Thank you note from the Proto, Luty, and Sokolowski families for a library 

memorial in memory of Florence Sokolowski (Chris Proto’s grandmother). 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 
 Superintendent Ward discussed the following with the Board of Education: 

a. Procedure Manual 
b. Special Education Presentation 

 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by George Pancio upon the 
recommendation of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt the following 
Consent Agenda items: 
 

a. The previous meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 21, 2005
and Special Meeting held on June 30, 2005.  

 
b. The Olean City School District Warrant #1 for the 2005-2006 school year 

dated Friday, July 8, 2005: 
 
   General Fund $66,009.24 
 
   Federal Fund $21,573.28 
 
   Lunch Fund $ 1,665.14 
 
 
   GRAND TOTAL: $89,247.66 
 
c. Upon the recommendation of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, 

that the Treasurer’s Report dated May 31, 2005 be approved and placed 
on file. 

 
d. Upon the recommendation of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, 

that the following “End-of-Year” Student Activity Account Reports dated 
June 30, 2005 be accepted and placed on file for the Olean Middle School 
and Olean High School. 
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e. Upon the recommendation of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, 
the following CPSE recommendations reviewed on July 13, 2005 be 
approved: 

 
APPROVED ACKNOWLEDGE APPROVED ACKNOWLEDGE 
000000517  000000592  
000000583  000000504  
000000591  000000505  
000000593  000000551  
000000595  000000557  
000000602  000000571  
000000503  000000580  
000000521  000000581  
000000532  000000560  
000000543  000000589  
000000567  000000518  
000000490  000000541  
000000499  000000484  
000000526  000000598  
000000540  000000428  
000000561  000000592  
000000565  000000504  
000000568  000000505  
000000570  000679833  
000000584  000000428  

 
f. Upon the recommendation of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, 

the following CSE recommendations reviewed on July 13, 2005 be 
approved: 
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APPROVED ACKNOWLEDGE APPROVED ACKNOWLEDGE 
900199024  900371427  
900397867  900148932  
900376457  900413647  
900046401  900190690  
900027110  900417743  
900378224    
900327442    
900192274    
900373167    
900330050    

 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Cross, seconded by G. Pancio upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, that KAREN ZAMPOGNA is granted a conditional 
three-year probationary appointment in the Speech and Hearing Handicapped 
(Teacher of) tenure area effective August 31, 2005.   In accordance with Section 
2503(18)(b) of the Education Law, this is a conditional appointment and therefore 
shall not commence until the District has received notification from the 
Commissioner of Education that the appointee has been conditionally cleared for 
employment.  If the Commissioner of Education notifies the District that the 
appointee has been denied conditional clearance or clearance, this appointment 
shall terminate immediately without further action by this Board.  If the appointee is 
granted clearance after the receipt of conditional clearance, the appointment shall 
continue and the conditional status shall be removed; in that event, the 
probationary service shall end on August 31, 2008.  The appointee is certified in the 
Speech and Hearing Handicapped (Teacher of) certification area and has submitted 
a signed statement for conditional appointment as provided in Section 22503(18)(b). 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that KAREN ZAMPOGNA, during her first year of 
this appointment be paid at the annual salary as outlined in the Agreement between 
the Olean Teachers’ Association and the Board of Education for a teacher on Step 4, 
with credit for a Master’s Degree and 48 graduate hours and speech stipend or as 
outlined in any modified, amended or successor agreement ($41,618). 
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Pancio, seconded by M. Fay upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, that LYNN CORDER be appointed as the 21st 
Century Coordinator for the 2005-2006 school year.  
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
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 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by L. Branch, upon the recommendation 
of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to approve the following 2005-2006 
Extra-Curricular appointments: 
 

  
Position Location L-Name F-Name Salary 

Advisor - Class of 2006 (Grade 12) (Shared) OHS Heinz Theresa $356 
Advisor - Class of 2006 (Grade 12) (Shared) OHS O'Brien Kellie $356 
Advisor - Class of 2007 (Grade 11)  OHS Stavish Christine $713 
Advisor - Class of 2008 (Grade 10)  OHS Allen Leah $713 
Advisor - Class of 2009 (Grade 9)  OHS Quist Brenda  $995 
Advisor - Explorer's Club (Shared) OMS Jedrosko Millie  $214 
Advisor - Explorer's Club (Shared)  OMS Norton Christine  $299 
Advisor - French Club OHS Quist Brenda  $428 
Advisor - Interact Club OHS Konieczny Kristen  $428 
Advisor - Model UN (Shared)  OHS Bunce Donna $596 
Advisor - Model UN (Shared)  OHS Scholla Janine  $596 
Advisor - National Honor Society (Shared) OHS Connelly Darlene  $596 
Advisor - National Honor Society (Shared) OHS Shannon Carol $596 
Advisor - National Honor Society (Shared)  OHS Yates Mary  $596 
Advisor - Odyssey of the Mind Coach OHS Rosel Christine $684 
Advisor - Odyssey of the Mind Coach OMS Chudy Shana $684 
Advisor - Science Club OHS Yates Mary  $596 
Advisor - Science Club OMS Silvers Bruce $493 
Advisor - Ski Club OHS Quist Brenda  $596 
Advisor - Ski Club (Shared) OMS Corder Lynn  $245 
Advisor - Ski Club (Shared) OMS Welch Fred  $245 
Advisor - Spanish Club OHS Shannon Carol $493 
Advisor - Student Activity Council (Shared) OHS Brooks Maria $4,760 
Advisor - Student Activity Council (Shared) OHS Jones Melody $3,933 
Advisor - Student Activity Council (Shared) OMS Anastasia Jamie  $1,311 
Advisor - Student Activity Council (Shared) OMS Dibs Al $1,587 
Advisor - Student Activity Council Treasurer OHS Capra Rosanne $2,565 
Advisor - Student Activity Council Treasurer OMS Norton Christine $2,163 
Advisor - Tell-O-Scope OHS Ventura Sally $1,228 
Advisor - TV Studio  OHS Kurjakovic Cindy $2,460 
Advisor - Washington Club OMS Dibs Al  $952 
Advisor - Whale Watch (Shared)  OMS Bay Amy  $214 
Advisor - Whale Watch (Shared)  OMS Jedrosko Millie  $214 
Advisor - Yearbook OHS Dibs Al $2,138 
Advisor - Yearbook (Shared) OMS Anastasia Jamie  $1,311 
Advisor - Yearbook (Shared) OMS Dibs Al $1,587 
Advisor - Youth-to-Youth (Drug Quiz) OMS Gayton Rose  $596 
Athletics Director District Scholla Donald $7,139 
Department Chair - Art District  Brown Daniel $800 
Department Chair - English District  Sgro Virginia  $1,400 
Department Chair - Guidance District  Howard Michael $1,200 
Department Chair - Health & Physical Education  District Scholla Donald  $1,400 
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Position Location L-Name F-Name Salary 
Department Chair - Mathematics District  Ring Kristine  $1,400 
Department Chair - Music District  Thomas-Eustis Jackie  $1,200 
Department Chair - Science District Yates Mary  $1,400 
Department Chair - Social Studies (2-06 to 6-06) District  Abdo Jean  $700 
Department Chair - Social Studies (9-05 to 1-06) District  Elder Scott $700 
Department Chair - Speech & Language District  Andreano Kelly  $1,200 
Department Chair LOTE (Language) District Shannon Carol $1,200 
District and OHS Web Page Coordinator District  Lasky David $2,138 
Learning Team Leader BV Keis Danielle  $600 
Learning Team Leader EV Charles James  $600 
Learning Team Leader IJN Bowker Pearl $600 
Learning Team Leader NH Reed Jackie  $600 
Learning Team Leader OHS Bigley William  $1,000 
Learning Team Leader OMS Welch Fred  $1,000 
Learning Team Leader WW Charles Robin  $600 
Music - All-County – High School Band  OHS Gervase Joseph $570 
Music - All-County – Middle School Band  OHS Gervase Joseph $570 
Music - All-County – Middle School Band  OMS DeRitter Michelle  $792 
Music - All-County – Middle School-Vocal  OMS Rhody Jan  $778 
Music - All-County Elementary Band Elementary DeRitter Michelle $792 
Music - All-County Elementary Vocal  Elementary Rhody Jan  $792 
Music - All-County Elementary Vocal  Elementary Thomas-Eustis Jackie  $656 
Music - Color Guard OHS Gervase Joseph  $1,140 
Music - Dramatics Director OHS Patrone Nicholas  $1,984 
Music - Elementary Band Elementary DeRitter Michelle $2,622 
Music - High School Band OHS Gervase Joseph $2,708 
Music - Houghton String Festival  OHS Wada Rintaro $362 
Music - Houghton String Festival  OMS Snyder Tobi  $1,083 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-County-
Instrumental  OHS Gervase Joseph $285 

Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-County-
Instrumental  OMS DeRitter Michelle  $399 

Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-County-String OMS Snyder Tobi  $328 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-County-String  OHS Wada Rintaro  $285 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-County-Vocal  OMS Rhody Jan  $399 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-County-Vocal  OMS Thomas-Eustis Jackie  $328 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-State-Instrumental  OHS Gervase Joseph $285 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-State-Instrumental  OMS DeRitter Michelle  $399 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-State-String OMS Snyder Tobi $362 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-State-String  OHS Wada Rintaro  $285 
Music - NYSSMA Solo Festival-State-Vocal  OMS Rhody Jan  $399 
Music - OMS Chorus Accompanist  OMS Cashing Elizabeth  $792 
Music - OMS Orchestra Accompanist  OMS Cashing Elizabeth  $792 
Music - Orchestra – Elementary Director Elementary Snyder Tobi  $2,884 
Music - School Musical Conductor  OHS Gervase Joseph  $1,283 
Music - Sectional All-State NYSSMA-Band  OMS Gervase Joseph $285 
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Position Location L-Name F-Name Salary 
Music - Sectional All-State NYSSMA-Band   OHS Gervase Joseph $285 
Music - Sectional All-State NYSSMA-Strings  OMS Snyder Tobi  $328 
Music - Sectional All-State NYSSMA-Vocal OMS Rhody Jan  $399 
Teacher-in-Charge BV Strong Carla $850 
Teacher-in-Charge EV Bowser Sherrie $850 
Teacher-in-Charge IJN Schwabenbauer Ben  $850 
Teacher-in-Charge NH DiCerbo Maureen $850 
Teacher-in-Charge WW Anastasia Jeff  $850 

 
A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN 
 
Laurie A. Branch VOTING  YES 
Gordon E. Cross VOTING  YES 
Mary K. Fay VOTING  YES 
Steven H. Hamed VOTING  YES 
George Pancio VOTING    NO 
Gerald Zimmerman VOTING  YES 
Michiko McElfresh VOTING  YES 
 
 Ayes __6 _ Nays ___1___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Pancio, seconded by M. Fay upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to approve the following 2005-2006 Coaching 
Appointments: 
 

 SEASON COACH POSITION INDEX/SALARY 
Fall Mike Kane (82) Head Varsity Football 0.2297 $6,661  
Fall Steve Anastasia (90) Asst. Varsity Football 0.1184 $3,434  
Fall Rob Blendinger (99) Asst. Varsity Football 0.1076 $3,120  
Fall Steve Estes (02) Asst. JV Football 0.0978 $2,836  
Fall Lou Ventura (02) Asst. JV Football 0.0978 $2,836  
Fall Terry Burrows (05) Modified Football 0.06 $1,740  
Fall Tricia O’Connor (05) Varsity FB Cheerleading 0.045 $1,305  
Fall Jim Charles (94) Varsity Boys Soccer 0.1462 $4,240  
Fall Harry Wolfrom (00) JV Boys Soccer 0.0978 $2,836  
Fall Dan LaCroix (05) Modified Boys Soccer 0.06 $1,740  
Fall Don Scholla (02) Varsity Girls Soccer 0.1208 $3,503  
Fall Sally Ventura (01) JV Girls Soccer 0.0978 $2,836  
Fall Lindsay Smith (05) Modified Girls Soccer 0.06 $1,740  
Fall Bob Ring (03) Co-Varsity Cross Country 0.045 $1,305  
Fall Paul Ksionzyk (81) Co-Varsity Cross Country 0.0627 $1,818  
Fall Peggy Ulasewicz (90) Varsity Girls Tennis 0.1253 $3,634  
Fall Dan Brown (87) Varsity Girls Swimming 0.1253 $3,634  
Fall Seth Johnson (05) Asst. Girls Swimming 0.06 $1,740  
Fall Melody Jones (01) Varsity Girls Volleyball 0.1035 $3,002  
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Fall Charlie Warren (03) JV Girls Volleyball 0.06 $1,740  
     

Winter Jeff Anastasia (83) Head Boys Basketball 0.1948 $5,649  
Winter Mike Blask (04) JV Boys Basketball 0.085 $2,465  
Winter Dick Ulasewicz (03) Modified Boys Basketball 0.06 $1,740  
Winter Martha Altmire (72) Head Girls Basketball 0.1948 $5,649  
Winter Randy Samuelson (94) JV Girls Basketball 0.1184 $3,434  
Winter Terry Burrows (03) Modified Girls Basketball 0.06 $1,740  
Winter Mike O’Connor (04) Head Wrestling 0.14 $4,060  
Winter Jeff Gabler (03) JV Wrestling 0.085 $2,465  
Winter Dan Brown (87) Varsity Boys Swimming 0.1392 $4,037  
Winter Al Dibs (81) Varsity Bowling 0.0835 $2,422  
Spring Al Dibs (81) Head Varsity Baseball 0.1601 $4,643  
Spring John Zambanini (03) JV Baseball 0.085 $2,465  
Spring Matt Threehouse (01) Head Varsity Softball 0.1323 $3,837  
Spring Randy Langdon (02) JV Softball 0.0978 $2,836  
Spring Paul Ksionzyk (81) Head Boys Track & Field 0.1601 $4,643  
Spring Bob Ring (98) Head Girls Track & Field 0.1455 $4,220  
Spring Dan Freeman (03) Asst. Track & Field 0.06 $1,740  
Spring Dan Klice (02) Asst. Track & Field 0.069 $2,001  
Spring Peg Ulasewicz (03) Varsity Boys Tennis 0.1253 $3,634  
Spring Carolyn Shields (91) Head Varsity Golf 0.0905 $2,625  

 
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by S. Hamed, seconded by L. Branch upon the recommendation of 
Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, that School Policy #3510 – EMERGENCY 
SCHOOL CLOSINGS NOT be adopted. 
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Pancio, seconded by L. Branch upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #4132 – MILEAGE 
FOR ITINERANT PERSONNEL as presented.  This policy is to supersede any current 
School Board Policy regarding the same matter. 
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by L. Branch upon the recommendation of
Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5410 –
PURCHASING as presented.  This policy is to supersede any current School Board
Policy regarding the same matter.  Additionally, School Board Policy #5420 –
COMPETITIVE BIDS AND QUOTATIONS and School Board Policy #5421 –
PROCUREMENT  OF GOODS AND SERVICES to be deleted.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
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 Moved by S. Hamed, seconded by G. Cross upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5681 – SCHOOL 
SAFETY PLANS as presented.  This policy is to supersede any current School Board 
Policy regarding the same matter.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by M. Fay upon the recommendation of 
Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5683 – FIRE 
DRILLS, BOMB THREATS AND BUS EMERGENCY DRILLS as presented.  This policy is 
to supersede any current School Board Policy regarding the same matter.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by S. Hamed, seconded by M. Fay upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5685 – CARDIAC 
AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS (AEDs) IN PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES as 
presented.  This policy is to supersede any current School Board Policy regarding the 
same matter.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by L. Branch, seconded by G. Zimmerman upon the recommendation 
of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5710 – 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM as presented.  This policy is to supersede any current 
School Board Policy regarding the same matter.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Cross, seconded by G. Pancio upon the recommendation of Mark 
J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, that School Board Policy #5720 – SCHEDULING 
AND ROUTING NOT be adopted.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by M. Fay upon the recommendation of 
Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5730 – 
TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS as presented.  This policy is to supersede any 
current School Board Policy regarding the same matter.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
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 Moved by L. Branch, seconded by G. Zimmerman to remove from the table 
the following November 24, 2003 tabled motion: 
 
 “Moved by S. Hamed, seconded by G. Pancio to adopt School Board Policy 
#5740 – SCHOOL BUS SAFETY PROGRAM as amended by BOCES.  This policy is to 
supersede any current School Board Policy regarding the same matter.”   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Removed From Table 
 
 Motion was discussed and a vote was taken on the Main Motion with the 
following results. 
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by L. Branch upon the recommendation 
of Mark J. Ward, Superintendent of Schools, to adopt School Board Policy #5760 – 
QUALIFICATIONS OF BUS DRIVERS as presented.  This policy is to supersede any 
current School Board Policy regarding the same matter.   
 
 Ayes ___7__ Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
The following items were reviewed and discussed by the Board: 
 a.  Student Attendance Data 

b. OMS Staffing - addition of a Social Studies Teacher 
 c. Laurie Branch gave handouts to the Board regarding the  
  Board/Administrators Retreat. 
 
Information Item: 
 Replace LPN’s with RN’s through attrition (creation of a Department Chair for 

the District Nurses). 
 
 Moved by L. Branch, seconded by G. Zimmerman to adjourn from Regular 
Session and convene in Executive Session to discuss personnel folder at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 Ayes ___6__  Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by L. Branch to adjourn from Executive 
Session and reconvene in Regular Session at 9:14 p.m. 
 
 Ayes ___6__  Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
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 Moved by M. Fay, seconded by G. Zimmerman to approve the 2005-2006 
Adult Education Sponsorship Agreement between Olean City Schools and 
Cattaraugus Allegany-Erie-Wyoming BOCES. 
 
 Ayes ___6__  Nays ___0___ Motion Carried 
 
 Moved by G. Zimmerman, seconded by L. Branch to adjourn from the 
meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 Ayes __6__  Nays ___0__  Motion Carried 
 
 

   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
   David Flaherty 
   District Treasurer 
 
 
July 19, 2005  
DF:dkj 
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