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What’s Inside? Medina Class of 2018 Top 10

Madison Kenward Jack Hill

3. Tobias Kiebala 4. Alyssa Beyer 5. Andrew Fuller

6. Hannah Sones 7. Ian Joseph

9. Jacob Bensley

8. Brigid Keller

10. Shelby Green
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A Message from your 
Superintendent
Graduation is a district wide celebration. We celebrate the success of the Class of 
2018. As a district, we are proud of everything our students have achieved. Our 
seniors have left their mark on Medina - academically, athletically, musically, and 
as good citizens. We know you will do great things in life!

Now, our seniors begin the next chapter of their life, as they go off to college, 
careers, and the military. We wish all of our graduating seniors the very best in 
everything that they are doing, and hope that they come back to visit us in the 
future. Please remember, that once you are a MUSTANG, you will ALWAYS be a 
MUSTANG, and you are always welcome back to visit us in the future. 

Sincerely,

Mark B. Kruzynski 
Superintendent of Schools

Medina Central School District

Australian Rotary Vocational Team Visits 
Medina FFA
FFA advisor, Todd Eick and his FFA students recently received 
some very knowledgeable visitors to their Ag Science Research 
Center/model farm. 

Members of the Vocational Training Team Project from Australia 
arrived to the High School to see the farm and meet with the 
students. While in the United States they want to experience 
the many aspects of Fruit Farming including production, pest 
control, water management, geography, as well as explore labor 
methods, government influences and marketing avenues. 

Members of the team include: Team Leader Les Mitchell, 
a professional agricultural scientist. He has considerable 
experience in crop protection but particularly in non-chemical 
aspects to pest control and plant growth regulators. Elizabeth 
Mace, who is the Director for Fruit Growers Victoria and has 
worked in the horticulture industry 
for 20 years. Jon Van Popering, who 
oversees the production of Australia’s 
largest kiwifruit and nashi orchards. 
His main focus is producing high 
quality fresh fruit for local and export 
markets. Ross Abberfield manages 
the Goulburn Murray Valley Fruit Fly 
Project, a multimillion dollar Victorian 
Government initiative aimed at 
increasing awareness of fruit fly. 

The students and Mr. Eick talked to 
them hydroponics and greenhouses. 
Mr. Eick says it was a great 
opportunity for his students and 
the program to talk to the experts 
and share with the visitors about 
themselves and the farm. 

Tennis Coach 
Named 
Coach of the 
Year 
Medina Tennis Coach, Chris 
Horgan, has been selected as 
the 2017 United States Tennis 
Association’s (USTA) Eastern 
Section High School Coach of 
the Year. The award is given 
out to a high school coach 
who has shown exemplary 
leadership, enthusiasm and 
team building skills. “To be 
recognized in this manner by 
the national governing body 
of the sport is a tremendous 
honor,” says Mr. Horgan. 

The USTA Eastern Section 
includes all of New York State 
and Metro New Jersey and 
Metro Connecticut. 

He also received the Northeast 
Section of the United States 
2017 Boys Tennis High 
School Coach of Year, which 
encompasses New York, New 
Jersey and all of the New 
England States. The award 
is given out by the National 
Federation of High School 
Athletics Associations and the 
National Federation of High 
School Coaches. 

Chris Horgan with the USTA 
Eastern President and Eastern 
Executive Director at the award 
dinner in White Plains, New York. 

Mark B. Kruzynski
Superintendent

FRONT: (LtoR): Ashton Laird, Alissa Blount, Alyssa Root and Cora Payne. 
BACK: (LtoR): Todd Eick, Marlee Diel, Ross Abberfield, Jonathon Van 
Popering, Elizabeth Mace, Les Mitchell, Kali Schrader, Todd Eick
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Medina Students Come Home 
Victorious from the Nassau County 
Empire State Games
Five students from Clifford Wise Middle School and Medina High School recently competed at the Nassau 
County Victory Challenge Empire State Games for the Physically Challenged at Mitchel Athletic Complex 
in Uniondale. Competitions included: Track (40 Meters, 60 Meters, 80 Meters, 100 Meters, 400 Meters and 
800 Meters), Swimming (Freestyle, Backstroke and Breaststroke), Table Tennis, Basketball, Ambulatory 
Wheelchair, Power Wheelchair, Field (Club Throw, Discus, Distance Kick, Precision Throw, Soft Discus, 
Archery, High Jump, Shot Put, Soft Shot and Long Jump) and Slalom events. 

Coaches and chaperones: Pam Maryjanowski, Travis Phillips, Carl Tuohey and Gary Scoles cheered on 
the athletes as they competed in the Long Island event. “They represented Medina with class and pride and 
were outstanding,” says Mr. Phillips. “They were excellent ambassadors of the game. Amazing effort and 
sportsmanship.” Carl Tuohey, whose son Jackson went to the games said, “It was a great time and it was so 
nice because a lot of the kids would not get to participate in something like this. Mrs. Maryjawnoski allowed 
us a chance to go into New York City and see the sites that some of the kids would not have an opportunity to 
ever do.”

“I have been involved in this program for 34 years,” says Mrs. Maryjanowski. “It is a program very near and 
dear to me. Eight years ago, New York State decided to cut it, fortunately Nassau County saw the need to 
keep the games going. It is a great opportunity for over 950 kids, with any kind of disability, to come out and 
show what they are made of. They showed a lot of grit and determination.” 

So much grit and determination that the students received tons of medals that they received to the applause 
of friends, family and classmates at the Medina High School. “We were so lucky that we were able to attend,” 
says Mrs. Maryjanowski. “Thanks to the generosity of the Barb Barnes Foundation, MAAC, the Medina Area 
Association of Churches, PAC (Parent Athletic Club), St. Peter’s Church, a teacher here and an anonymous 
donor we were able to take the students and have a great time.” 

(front row left to right) Ernie LaPlante, Tyrell Wright, Jackson Tuohey, Emily Metz and Steven Cerros-Secore.  
Back row - Coaches Pam Maryjanowski, Travis Phillips, Carl Tuohey and Gary Scholes.

Melanie 
Green is the 
NYSPHSAA 
Champion
Sophomore Melanie Green 
won the NYSPHSAA state 
championship held at par-72, 
5741 yard Yellow Course at 
Bethpage Golf Course on Long 
Island. She is the reigning 
NYS high school girls’ golf 
champion. 

She went under two during 
the second round and finished 
the two day event with a 
total of 138 and won by two 
strokes. “She was driven after 
finishing third last year so it’s 
not surprising she came back 
and won it,” said Medina golf 
Coach PJ Bell. “She just loves 
the game of golf and she just 
works so hard at it. She is 100 
percent committed.” Green 
said an early momentum 
booster came early on Sunday. 
“My first two shots on the first 
hole on the second day were 
really huge and gave me a lot 
of confidence moving forward,” 
Green said. “After my drive 
I had 118 yards to the green 
where I hit a soft pitching 
wedge and put it about four or 
five feet. It was a huge shot 
because the pin was on the 
top tier and I really stuck that 
wedge close.”

She was given a hero’s 
welcome on her return to the 
district! We could not be more 
proud of her! 
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Medina Students Make an Impact  
In the Community
For the fourth year in a row, Medina High School students and teachers spent part of their day on May 11th 
helping to beautify the school and the community. 

Students showed their Mustang pride by sprucing up various areas around the school, washing school buses, 
cleaning the campus grounds and making Mustang signs and picnic tables. Other groups heading out to the 
Historical Society, Medina and Shelby Fire Departments, Medina Police Station, YMCA, Farmer’s Market 
Building, Boxwood Cemetery and various public areas and local parks to complete various tasks to help make 
their hometown look great. 

Way to go Mustangs! 

Mrs. Heschke, Ava Chambers, Mrs. Sargent, Logan Meacham, 
Alex Taylor, Angelo Soliday and Ethan Stonebraker

Luke Wilson, Tavian Rhim, Noah Pencille, Mr. Horgan,  
Kristi Oliver and Robert Vidovich.

Front: Michelle Tagg, Karina Bellan; Row 2: Mr. Luthart, Chase Weese, Cody Royer, Marcus Scribner, Triniti Jeffords;  
Row 3: Officer Ambrose, Mrs. Clayton, Mrs. T. Zakes, Mr. Sargent, Brooklyn Parsons, Amaya Cleveland and Jacob Bensley

Troy Avery-Kelley, Kaylee Lacey, Saige Cau, Conner Berg and 
Mr. Bensley

William Braswell, Mr. Valley, Melanie Green and  
Aubrey Atkins

Medina’s 
Destiny 
Satkowski 
Takes First 
at New 
York State 
SkillsUSA 
Competition!
Destiny Satkowski took home 
a gold medal at the New York 
State SkillsUSA Competition 
in Syracuse recently. She 
competed against students 
from every BOCES and four 
year Tech College in New 
York State in the Health 
Occupations Pro Portfolio.

She takes the Allied Health 
Program at the Orleans Career 
and Technical Education 
Center’s Medina Hospital 
classroom and is a member 
of SkillsUSA. SkillsUSA is 
a partnership of students, 
teachers and industry working 
together to ensure America has 
a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA 
helps each student excel. 

Destiny will be moving on 
to the National SkillsUSA 
Competition in Louisville, 
Kentucky. We wish her the best 
of luck!

Medina Central School District
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Medina Bands Takes First Place at Music in  
the Parks Festival

National PTA Grant Helps Oak Orchard Host a 
STEM and Family Tech Night

The Medina Mustang Marching Band traveled to Chicago, Illinois on 
April 26th to 29th to perform in a competition at the Music in the Parks 
Festival. The festival was started in 1981 and is a day-long event 
for students of choral, orchestral and band ensembles held annually 
across the US. Music groups perform before adjudicators who rate the 
ensemble and then awards are issued at the end of the day.

In concert band Medina won 1st place in Class A with a score of 96 and 
a superior rating. In Jazz, Medina won 1st place in Class A with a score 
of 96, an overall high jazz score. Alyssa Beyer was recognized as best 
jazz soloist. In Parade they won 1st place in the large band division w/a 
score of 95. There were approximately eight groups from New York, 

The Medina Mustang Marching Band traveled to Chicago, Illinois on 
Teacher Julie Granchelli was thrilled when she heard that a grant that 
she wrote netted Oak Orchard Elementary School $1000 to host a 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) and Families 
Tech Night. “This one was a little bit different from our regular Family 
Fun Night. It was sponsored by National PTA and it was a grant that I 
found in the fall and they offered to send us some materials and some 
funding so that we could a little bit more hands-on family fun science.” 

It was the most attended Family Night that the Medina school had 
ever had. “We had over 550 people and we had ten different science 
stations that the families could partake in,” explains Mrs. Granchelli. 
“We were using items like baking soda, balloons and vinegar to 
encourage families to try things at home.”

She said what was nice is that high school students volunteered their 
time to run the different stations with teachers and took charge of the 
activities. “They used the baking soda and vinegar to fill the balloons 

Michigan, Virginia, Nevada, North Dakota and Illinois. 

Jim Steele, Medina Band Director, said the kids did a great job in their 
performances. “The chaperones are to be commended for all of their 
diligence in keeping everyone on track with their busy schedule.” 

In addition to the competition the group went to a Chicago Cubs game, 
The Blue Man Group, Willis Tower, the Navy pier and the Six Flags 
amusement park in Gurnee, Ill.

The band will perform next at the Gorham Pageant May 11th & 12th 
followed by the Memorial Day parade.

on pop bottles. We really wanted to 
the kids to be able to reproduce the 
experiences at home.” 

The kids also really loved the 
activities like making goop from 
scratch. The We Read campaign 
members and the local library were 
also on hand to talk literacy with 
the families. “There was also a 
book fair. We filled the night with 
everything we could imagine,” Mrs. 
Granchelli laughs. “The really nice 
thing with this grant is that they sent 
us door prizes to give out and the 
influx of money helped us have an 
all you can eat sundae bar. “The whole evening was messy, sticky 
and fun,” she says. Sounds like a great evening! 

The 2018 Spring Band in front of “Cloud Gate”, a public sculpture and centerpiece in Millennium Park. 

Madelyn Elliott makes Goop with 
her mother, Crystal Elliott at Oak 
Orchard’s STEM Family Fun Night.

Medina Central School District
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Mustang Marching Band Ends Year with Banquet

The 48th annual Medina Mustang Band Banquet and Awards Ceremony 
was held June 9th at the Ridgeway Fire Hall. It was an evening of 
celebration on the many accomplishments this past school year. 
Special guests included Superintendent Mark Kruzynski, Assistant High 
School Principal Kevin Lasky, Board of Education representative Wendi 
Pencille and Jonathan Seiler who started and funded the Steele Family 
Scholarship in 2016.

Many recognitions were given to: the Booster Organization, who was 
credited for their continued dedication and commitment to the band. 
The Instructional staff: Drill and Music -Jeanette Sheliga, Color Guard 
Instructor - Katie Granchelli, Percussion - Jeff Pask, T.J. Gray and Brian 
King, Pit - Terry Steele and David Stacey, Color Guard Design and 
Instruction - Vinnie Monacelli, Kristen Costa and Diana Baker, Assistant 
Band Directors - Becky Botsford and Diana Baker, Music Arranger Joe 
Organisciak and Percussion Instructor - Joe Guadagnino. The outgoing 
officers were recognized and thanked for their help as well by the 
incoming officers.

Shawn Callard was awarded he Harry Dinkle Award, which was 
established to recognize someone who is not a Booster Officer but who 
volunteers a great deal of personal time and effort to the program. 

The NYS Field Band Conference scholarship was given to Shelby Green. 

The Mustang Band Service Scholarship, which was established in honor 
of past boosters who gave countless hours of volunteer time. This year’s 
recipient is Madison Kenward. The scholarship was established by 
donations received in memory of deceased boosters. 

The Steele Family Award was established in 2016 by Jonathan Seiler 
and is awarded to a senior who has given their best throughout their 
years in the band program. This year’s recipient was Madison Kenward. 

The Joseph C. McKain award is given to a junior and a senior in 
recognition of their dedication and commitment to the band. This year’s 
recipients were Ben Zakes, a junior and Christian Hahn, a senior.

The Alfred Hartway Drum Major award was established in 1968 in 
loving memory of a man who was a bus driver and avid supporter of the 
band program. This year’s recipients were Shelby Green (Drum Major), 
Madison Kenward and Brigid Keller, both Assistant Drum Majors. Their 
names will be engraved on the plaque that is displayed in the high 
school.

Recognition was given to the Winter Guard program. This year Medina 
sponsored 3 units. Our newest guard, the Pony Cadets, consisted of 10 

new 6th graders who performed “Then & Now” featuring the music of 
Michael Jackson and Bruno Mars. They placed 4th in their class at the 
Championships. The 2nd guard unit, the Mustang Cadets, consisted 
of 13 students in grades 7 & 8 performing “Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun” and won gold at the Championships. The 3rd guard unit, Medina’s 
Varsity Guard, consisted of 16 girls in grades 9 - 12 performing “24 
Hours” and winning gold at the championships. Each girl received 
recognition along with a medal and patch.

Outstanding Band Member awards were given in threee categories. 
Outstanding Rookies went to Will Roush (brass), Kaylee Lacey 
(woodwinds), Jaxon Phillips (percussion) and Ava Chambers (guard). 
Most improved went to Erin Dunham (brass), Kayleigh Wright 
(woodwinds), August Pietrafesa (percussion) and Kiana Cleveland 
(guard). Most valuable went to Chris Woodroe (brass), Brigid Keller 
(woodwinds), Ben Zakes (percussion) and Kaela Grosslinger (guard).

Director’s Award were presented by Ms. Baker to Phallon Rivera ; Mrs. 
Botsford to Shelby Martin and by Mr. Steele to Sara Goodin.

Attendance awards are given to students who had perfect attendance 
in Fall, Spring and both. Service awards are given to students who have 
between 1 to 14 seasons of participation. Graduating seniors are given 
the medallions. Each student who held a staff position this past season 
was given a plaque. The Junior Prologue was given by Alissa Blount and 
the Senior Epilogue by Shelby Green. A slide show of the year’s events 
was prepared by Katie Granchelli and Diana Baker.

The highlight of the evening was the announcement of the 2018-2019 
student staff (included in the attached photo): Drum Major - Maisie 
Griffin, Assistant Drum Majors - Alissa Blount and Ray Paul, Flute 
Section Leaders - Rebecca Lunden and Sarah Cochrane, Clarinet 
- Jessica Granchelli, Saxophone - Emma Baldwin, Mellophone -Lily 
Kiebala and Maisie Griffin, Trumpet - Erin Dunham, Trombone/Baritone 
- Kody Leno, Tuba - JP Pietrafesa, Front Ensemble - Jada Draper, 
Head Band Manager - Ray Paul, Band Managers - Travis Gotts, 
Shelby Martin, Dan Squire, Margaret Klotzbach and Dawson Brown, 
Uniforms - Libby Cook and Mary Flores, Secretary/Librarian/Attendance 
- Kali Schrader and Sophia Cardone, Color Guard Captain - Kaela 
Grosslinger, Color Guard Managers -Sarah Goodin, McKenna Callard 
and Talishiona Feitshans and Head of Percussion - Ben Zakes.

 The 2018 Fall show is entitled “Together As One” and practices begin 
June 12th for the various musical sections and a full band rehearsal 
starting June 19th. Band Camp runs August 6-10th.

Medina Central School District
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Medina High School Students Say Bonjour and Hola

(LtoR) Drummers in “Djibouti” provided entertainment: Emma Baldwin, Ben Zakes 
and CJ Cruickshank.

Art Gallery manager in Peru is Hannah Mahnke. 

The Medina High School Library was recently transformed for two 
days into some pretty exotic locales. For Spanish teacher, Alexandra 
Peracciny and her students, it became Peru. When it was French 
teacher, Samantha Szeluga’s turn, her students visited the small African 
country of Djibouti. 

Some of the students roleplayed being residents of the countries, 
including customs, bankers, musicians, wait staff and language police, 
and others were tourists who got to experience the sights, sounds and 
food of their destinations. It was all part of Immersion Day which was 
created to give the students cultural experiences and help them to 
practice their conversational language skills. 

Ms. Szeluga says the Immersion Day was the best one yet. “We had 
over 20 students working, which meant we were able to offer lots of 
activities and no one could get away with speaking English!” Mrs. 
Peracciny echoed her feelings. “It was great. Our students did a great 
job of speaking Spanish to each other all day every class period. The 
Spanish IV and V students worked very hard to prepare for this day and 
outdid themselves!” 

Medina Central School District
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Lyndonville CSD and Medina CSD Partnership 
Continues to be Successful

Medina Central School District

Jason Smith, Lyndonville Central School 
District Superintendent, and Mark Kruzynski, 
Medina Central School District Superintendent 
say that their districts’ collaboration over 
the last several years has proven to be very 
successful. 

The districts, like many communities across 
America, find their student populations 
dwindling as families get smaller. “In the six 
and a half years I have been at Lyndonville,” 
says Mr. Smith, “We have worked with Medina 
on a variety of projects, most notably athletics. 
We have been able to offer our students 
marching band, cross country, soccer, football 
and of course the musical. Looking at our 
declining populations from both schools and 
keeping an eye on the long-term, we believe 
that working together whenever possible is 
the best thing for our students.” Mr. Kruzynski 
says the partnership benefits everyone. “This 
expands the amount of programs available for 
kids, which is the ultimate goal, and expands 
the quality of the programs for the kids as well. 
We are always evaluating and always looking 
at different things that we can share and save 
money.” 

The annual musical has been very well 
received by both the districts’ communities. Mr. 
Smith makes the observation that it helps the 
directors have a bigger cast and more talent to 
draw from. “It has become a richer experience 

for the cast, crew and the audience.” The two 
superintendents have even got in on the act. 
“Mark and I both had the privilege to play in the 
orchestra this year for “The Addams Family”. 
That was a lot of fun for us.”

The superintendents and the athletic directors 
meet on a regular basis as well to update one 
another on their findings and discuss how to 
improve upon their success. “One thing that 
we are looking at in Lyndonville, in respect to 
sports, is the transportation department here 
at the schools to offer more comprehensive 
transportation,” says Mr. Smith. “We don’t want 

to put the students at a disadvantage to travel 
to and from Medina. That is something we 
have heard from our community over the past 
couple of months and we are looking to make 
some improvements there.” Mr. Kruzynski 
says that Medina is exploring that as well. 
“Now that the Girls Soccer will be hosted by 
Lyndonville next year, we will also be providing 
transportation for all of our soccer players who 
need it.” 

The superintendents have walked a fine line 
providing collaborative opportunities for all 

Continued on page 9

Addams Family
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Lyndonville CSD and Medina CSD Partnership 
Continues to be Successful 

Medina Central School District

their students while maintaining their individual identities. Both districts 
believe that their school colors and mascots provide a common thread 
that runs through generations as symbols of their town’s character 
and history. “It is interesting because both districts wanted to retain 
their identity as Tigers and Mustangs,” says Mr. Smith. “But both of our 
districts recognize the need to share. We have two districts that work 
very well together and both Mark and I work well together professionally 
and that is the key to our relationship.” 

There has been a nice side benefit for partnering together on the 
activities as well. “Many of our students have become friends across 
both districts,” says Mr. Kruzynski. “Relationships are being formed that 

would not be formed otherwise. That was not the primary goal, but it 
was definitely a benefit.” 

Planning ahead, both superintendents says they will continue to 
meet to map out how they can provide the best opportunities for their 
students. “Our board officers have met and are going to meet again in 
July to see how things are progressing, assess what is going well and 
see what we can improve,” says Mr. Smith. “We are always looking for 
ways to save money for both the districts,” says Mr. Kruzynski. “In the 
long-term we are hoping this partnership can evolve to see where we 
can share costs well into the future.” 

Continued from page 8

Football Team 

Soccer Team 



10  www.medinacsd.org

2018 MHS 
Scholarship 
Winners
Dollars 4-year 
(1@$2000, and 
1@$1500) 
$2000: Jorge Phillips,  
$1500: Hannah Mahnke

Dollars 2-year  
($1000) each
Alyssa Root

Dollars Mruczek-
Basior ($500)
Lydia Battaglia

The Class of 1962 
Scholarship ($500)
Anastasia Smith

Dollars/MHS Staff/
Presidential Freedom 
($1000)
Jack Hill

Rotary Club ($500)
Alyssa Beyer

Bogue ($1600)
Daniel Heil

Botsford ($1000)
Elijiah Sones

Butts ($400)
Anastasia Smith

Butler ($500)
Andrew Fuller

Tuttle-O’Brien ($2000)
$400: Madison Kenward,  
$300: Jacob Bensley and 
Madeline Kraus

Brown (SAT/ACT)
1st: Andrew Fuller 2nd (tie) 
Jack Hill and Tobias Kiebala

Coca-Cola ($500)
Alyssa Beyer

Congratulations Medina Class of 2018

Jacob BensleyKyson Bellan

Alexis Adams Ayat Aldroobe Alexander Allis Johann Anderson David Ayrhart Clayton Balcom

Bryan Bale Lydia Battaglia Caleb Porter Bellan Da’Ron Bellan

Courtney CruickshankCody Crane

Alyssa Beyer Kylie Bielak Elsa Bieliski Kaya Bloom Nicholas Boyle Jr Ryen Brown

Trinity Castrechino Alden Cayea Jalin Cooper Austin Cox

Joseph Gates Jr.Carson Gates

Abimael Cruz Robb Hunter DeHollander Mitchell Dennis Erin Dietz Emma-Lee Drisdom Hannah Duhow

Cheyenne Farewell Grace Flores Owen Frasier Andrew Fuller

Devin HoganAlexis Hinman

Elian Gonzalez Ryan Goodin Shelby Green Jessica Grundner Christian Hahn Trevor Hare

Daniel Heil Faith Henning Jack Hill Naomi Hinckley
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Congratulations Medina Class of 2018

2018 MHS 
Scholarship 
Winners
Cotillion Club ($500)
none

Oliver Trust (top 10) 
($1270.50)
Jack Hill, Ian Joseph, Madison 
Kenward, Tobias Kiebala

Carolyn Connor 
(teaching) ($130)
none

Dick ($500)
none

Evoy ($500)
Ian Joseph, Brigid Keller

Hagerman ($150)
Alexander Allis

Hinckley ($400)
Amanda Nottingham

Husung ($500)
Alex Allis and Daniel Heil

Klotzbach ($400)
Renee Masters

Kozody-Holbrook 
($500)
Anastasia Smith

Kwiatkowski ($ varies)
$750: Kaitlin Washbon,  
$300: Jacob Bensley,  
$300: Carson Gates

Lions Club ($1000)
Brigid Keller

Mark ($500)
Christian Hahn

MAAC ($500)
Dylan Sturtevant

Medina Staff (2@$350)
Jacob Bensley and Jack Hill

Makenna LederhouseMaya Lake

Jacob Houseman Shamaria Howard Trenton Jones Ian Joseph Brigid Keller Madison Kenward

Tobias Kiebala Madeline Kraus Jacob Kuhmann Ethan Kujawa

Alexander MelandAlyssa McMullen

Ethan Leonard Mason Lewis Gary Lindemuth Brendan Luthart Chase Mahnke Hannah Mahnke

Alexis Maines Grace Masse Renee Masters Sally Mattle

Maxim PolerTrevor Pittard

Brianna Meyers Connor Miller Joshua Miller Chad Moore Daniel Newton Amanda Nottingham

Stevie Parker Mason Pecoraro Noah Pencille Jorge Phillips

Megan ShowlerLeah Sheelar

Tiffany Poynter Madison Reese Brett Riemer Alyssa Root Alexander Rotoli Spencer Rotoli

Destiny Satkowski Alexzandra Schlegel Alisha Scroger Meghan Seefeldt
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Dinner Held for Top Ten

Congratulations Medina Class of 2018

2018 MHS 
Scholarship 
Winners
Medina Savings and 
Loan ($500)
Jacob Bensley

MHS Alum ($300)
Carson Gates

MTA ($1700)
Brendan Luthart

Ontario Shores ($500)
Shelby Green

Passarell Memorial 
($250)
Jorge Phillips

Rosenkrans ($200)
Christian Hahn

Schrader ($500)
Ian Joseph

Robert Connor (choir) 
($500)
Christian Hahn

Snyder ($500)
Destiny Satkowski

Sacred Heart (2 @ 
$500)
Cheyenne Farewell,  
Alyssa Root

Sylvester ($1000)
Jorge Phillips

Walker (minority) 
($500)
Jorge Phillips

Christopher White 
(PTSA) $300
Hannah Sones

Sandstone Society-
John Ryan ($500)
Hannah Sones

Back Row: (LtoR) Toby Kiebala, Kevin Lasky, Andrew Fuller, Mark Kruzynski, David 
Sevenski, Jack Hill, Michael Cavanagh, Ian Joseph Front Row: (LtoR) Alyssa Beyer, 
Jacob Bensley, Madison Kenward, Hannah Sones, Shelby Green and Brigid Keller.

Administration, staff and family 
paid tribute to the Class of 2018’s 
Top Ten students. A dinner was 
held in their honor at Hickory 
Ridge Golf and Country Club.

Superintendent, Mark Kruzynski, 
had this to say about the 
students, “I am so proud of our 
Top 10. These students balance 
schoolwork, extracurricular 
activities, band, sports, and part-
time jobs - and they still find time 
to be involved in the community. 
These young adults are role 
models for all of our students!”

Luke WilsonKaitlin Washbon

Andrew Sipple Adyson Smith Anastasia Smith Elijah Sones Hannah Sones Alexander Strickland

Dylan Sturtevant Dawson Taylor Vincent Viterna Laura Washak

Jeremiah Wiseman Clayton Zelazny

Camera Shy
Kylie Dunn

Bryan Heschke
Ean Hofmeister

Maya Houseman

Jessica James
Rebecca Kingdollar

Sage Reed

Hayley Secore
Avery VanderWerf

Ariona Warner-King

continued form page 11
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GCC Outstanding Scholar Award
Each year, Genesee Community College recognizes 
outstanding achiemevent by Advanced Studies 
students in the areas of English and Math. Each 
high school can nominate three students in each 
subject area who have excelled in their subject, and 
are ranked in the top 10% of thier graduating class 
or have at least a 90 overall average. This year, the 
following students have been nominated: 
English: Shelby Green and Ian Joseph  
Math: Alyssa Beyer, Toby Kiebala, and Leah Sheelar

Rochester Institute of Technology  
Computing Medal
The RIT Computing Medal recognizes one male 
and one female student from the junior class who 
have achieved academic distinction, demonstrated 
leadership in school and community activities and 
demonstrated an interest and ability in computing. 
Recipients are eligible for a $28,000 scholarship, 
$7,000 per year, if they are accepted into a 
bachelor’s degree program and attend full time. 
The recipients of these awards will be Kody Leno & 
Kaela Grosslinger

Rochester Institute of Technology Innovation & 
Creativity Award
The RIT Innovation and Creativity Award recognizes 
one male and one female student from the 
junior class who have distinguished themselves 
academically, Demonstrated leadership in school 
and community activities, and demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in innovation, creativity, 
or entrepreneurship. Recipients are eligible for a 
$28,000 scholarship, $7,000 per year, if they are 
accepted into a bachelor’s degree program and 
attend full time. 
The recipients for these awards are:  
Johnathan Pietrafesa & Rebecca Lunden 

George Eastman Young Leaders Award
The University of Rochester and Eastman Kodak 
present this award to a student in recognition of 
outstanding academic achievement and leadership. 
The recipient of this award is eligible for consideration 
for a George Eastman Young Leaders Scholarship 
of $10,000 per year for 4 years if he applies to 
and is accepted for admission to the University of 
Rochester. 
This year’s recipient is: Jessica Granchelli

Medina Central School District

2018 MHS 
Scholarship 
Winners
Ryan Stack (jr or  
sr-music interest)
Jacob Houseman

Webster ($400)
Hannah Duhow

Robert Waters ($500)
Shelby Green

Academic Excellence 
Tobias Kiebala, Alyssa Beyer, 
Andrew Fuller,  
Madison Kenward

NOCA CTE 
Scholarship $1000
Leah Sheelar

NOCA GCC $500
Grace Masse

Shelby Volunteer Fire 
Company $250
Shelby Green and  
Vincent Viterna

Spirit of 1976 ($176)
Hannah Sones

American Red Cross 
($250 each)
Alexis Hinman and  
Brianna Meyers

Xerox Award for Innovation and Information 
Technology
This award is given to a student in the junior 
class who shows a strong interest in innovation 
and/or information technology and a high level 
of achievement in this area in coursework and 
outside of school. The recipient will be eligible for 
consideration of a scholarship worth $10,000 per year 
if the student enrolls at the University of Rochester in 
the fall following graduation. 
This year’s recipient is: Kali Schrader

The Rensselaer Medal and Scholarship
For more than 95 years, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute has awarded the Rensselaer Medal to 
promising secondary school students who have 
distinguished themselves in mathematics and 
science. This Merit Scholarship has a minimum value 
of $100,000 and is guaranteed for four years for each 
medalist who enrolls at Rensselear.  
This year’s medal is awarded to: Margaret Griffin

Frederick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony Award 
in Humanities and Social Sciences
The University of Rochester presents this award 
to a student in the junior class who demonstrates 
commitment to understanding and addressing difficult 
social issues. The student will have demonstrated 
leadership and strong grades in rigorous courses in 
the humanities and social sciences. Recipients of 
this award are eligible for consideration for Frederick 
Douglass and Susan B. Anthony Scholarship of 
$10,000 per year for four years if they apply to and 
are accepted for admission to the University of 
Rochester. 
This year’s recipient is: Cora Payne

Clarkson Leadership and Achievement  
Awards Program
These awards are designed to annually recognize 
students in their junior year who demonstrate strong 
leadership qualities, positively impact their school 
and local community, and have a proven academic 
record. A recipient of the Leadership Award will 
qualify for a scholarship of $11,000 per year, and the 
Achievement Award will qualify for a scholarship of 
$12,000 per year if they decide to attend Clarkson 
University in the fall to study in the areas of business, 
engineering, liberal arts, or the sciences. 
The recipient of the Leadership Award is:  
Meadow Washak  
The recipient of the Achievement Award is:  
Dominic Viterna

Special Honors and Awards

continued on page 14
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Alfred University Inamori School of Engineering and Ceramic 
Association of New York State Scholastic Recognition Award
Science and engineering requires mathematical abilities and scientific 
knowledge as well as strong communication skills. Encouraging talented 
students to pursue careers in science and engineering is critical to our 
nation’s future in the global economy. This award is given to recognize 
a student who demonstrates a solid mathematical and scientific 
background while also excelling in English.  
This award is presented to: Sarah Cochrane

The Elmira College Key
The prestigious Elmira College Key is awarded to juniors in recognition 
of high scholastic achievement, leadership, citizenship, and participation 
in extra-curricular activities. The Key carries a scholarship value of 
$80,000 or $20,000 per year, for those Key winners who choose to 
enroll at Elmira College. 
These awards are presented to: Emma Baldwin and Ray Paull

Wells College 21st Century Leadership Award
Each year, a distinguished group of 11th grade students are recognized 
by Wells College for their leadership, ability, community involvement, 
and academic excellence. The 21st Century Leadership award program 
is designed to honor those students who embody the spirit, integrity, and 
intellectual qualities of strong leaders, and grant them a $40,000 21st 
Century Leadership Scholarship ($10,000 per year) for four years of 
study at Wells College. 
The recipients of this award are: Haylee Seefeldt

The Student Sage Scholarship Program
The Sage Colleges are pleased to present the 2012 Student Sage 
Recognition to two of Medina’s outstanding juniors. These awards were 
created to recognize the characteristics of academic excellence and 
community involvement. The Student Sage guarantees a scholarship 
ranging from $5,000 to $18,000 per year.  
The recipients are: Ashlee Howell and Mary Cruz Mandujano Mandujano 

Golden Goose, Artistic Excellence
The award is a hand crafted ceramic goose which signifies 
perseverance, ambition, and accomplishment in Native American animal 
symbolism. The recipient of this award has shown a commitment to 
the arts above and beyond the classroom and has shown strength and 
leadership to fellow students. This award is given to a student who has 
exhibited artistic mastery in all of their projects through perseverance 
and hard work. 
This year’s recipients are: CJ Cruickshank 

2017 Congressional Art Show Commendation
The following students received commendation for their artwork 
displayed at the 2017 show. The following students received 
commendation awards: C.J. Cruickshank, Grace Fuller, Courtney Lang, 
Maya Lake, Hannah Heil, Fed Rosario, Hannah Sones, and Layna 
Viloria. Additionally, Maya Lake received 2nd place. 

Joseph D. Coats Memorial Award
This $50.00 award has been established through contributions 
of Medina High School faculty and students and members of the 
community in memory of a former history teacher. It is given annually to 
a senior boy or girl who has shown excellence in American History and 
Physical Education. This year’s recipient is: Jack Hill

Outstanding History Student
Each year the History Department selects an outstanding senior social 
studies student from a list of those who have taken all the required social 
studies courses and Advanced Placement History. A $60.00 award is 
presented by the Medina High School History Department.  
This year the award goes to: Elijah Sones

American Legion
This award is given by the Butts-Clark Post 204 of the American Legion 
to the eighth grade boy and girl with the highest scholastic average. 
This year’s recipients are: Isaac Pace and Megan Zakes

Junior English Award
The Junior English Award is given to a junior who consistently 
demonstrates outstanding performance in the areas of literature and 
written and oral composition. 
The recipients of this award are Alissa Blount, Cora Payne, Jonathan 
Pietrafesa, Kyra Baes, Libby Cook, Alma Doberstein, Erin Dunham, 
Ashton Laird, Courtney Lang, David Wiley

Senior English Award
The Senior English Award is given by the Medina High School English 
faculty for exceptional performance in the areas of literature and written 
and oral composition to an outstanding senior who intends to pursue 
further study of the Humanities or Liberal Arts.  
This year’s award is being given to: Shelby Green

Mathematics Award
The Mathematics Department of Medina High School presents an award 
of $100 Best Buy gift certificate to the student who achieves the highest 
average in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, and  
AP Calculus  
The recipient is: Alyssa Beyer

American Chemical Society Award
The Rochester Chapter of the American Chemical Society recognizes 
the top 10% of chemistry students in the high school. They receive 
certificates for their accomplishments.  
This year’s recipients are: Nate Sherman, Faith Ann Vanderwalker, 
Alwyn Cayea, Bobby Geiger, Emma Baldwin, and Courtney Lang

AP Chemistry Award
The Rochester Chapter of the American Chemical Society awards a 
nameplate to the top AP Chemistry student. This plate will be affixed to a 
plaque that will be displayed in the high school. The student will receive 
a certificate for their accomplishments.  
This year the recipient is: First place: Alyssa Beyer

Isaac Newton Award
An award is given to a student with the highest average for three 
marking periods in Physics.  
This award goes to: Kaela Grosslinger

Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award
This award is presented to the student in the junior class who, in the 
estimation of the faculty, has achieved the highest scholarship in science 
subjects. Receipt of the award allows the student to be considered for 
the Bausch & Lomb Science Scholarship of $7,500 per year for four 
years if they apply for admission to the University of Rochester. 
The recipient of the award this year is: Kody Leno 

Medina Central School District

continued on page 15
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James Perry Craft, Jr. School of Mathematics and Science
Students who successfully complete eight specific credits of Math and 
Science courses, including the required New York State exams, are 
given a special designation on their diplomas that acknowledges that 
they have met the requirements to be members of the James Perry 
Craft, Jr. School of Mathematics and Science. Their names are also 
painted on a wall of the high school designated for this distinction.  
These students are: Alexis Adams, Alex Allis, Jacob Bensley, Alyssa 
Beyer, Kaya Bloom, Alden Cayea, Grace Flores, Owen Fraiser, Andrew 
Fuller, Carson Gates, Shelby Green, Christian Hahn, Daniel Heil, Alexis 
Hinman, Devin Hogan, Jacob Houseman, Trenton Jones, Ian Joseph, 
Brigid Keller, Madison Kenward, Toby Kiebala, Madeline Kraus, Ethan 
Leonard, Brendan Luthart, Hannah Mahnke, Grace Masse, Renee 
Masters, Brianna Meyers, Amanda Nottingham, Noah Pencille, Jorge 
Phillips, Tiffany Poynter, Leah Sheelar, Elijah Sones, Hannah Sones, 
Dylan Sturtevant, Kaithlin Washbon, Luke Wilson

Ecology Club Award
The Ecology Club has started some new and different recycling efforts 
around the school. The Ecology Club award is given to a member who 
has demonstrated support for the ideals of the club and has taken an 
active role.  
The award this year is given to: Makayla Heideman

The Advanced Study French Award
The Advanced Study French Award is given to a student who is 
enrolled in an Advanced Study Spanish course through Niagara County 
Community College. This person has taken six credits of college level 
French at Medina High School. This student displays a strong degree of 
competency in all four skill areas. 
The recipient of this years award is: Kathryn Young

French I Award
This award is presented to a French I student who has demonstrated a 
high degree of interest in French, excellent class participation, and also 
achieves good grades.  
The recipient of this year’s award is: Morgan Reese and Jacob Velesko

French III Award
This award is presented to a French III student who has demonstrated a 
high degree of interest in French, excellent class participation, and also 
achieves good grades.  
The recipient of this year’s award is: Kody Leno, Cora Payne

Dual Language Award
This award is given to students who are enrolled in both Spanish  
and French.  
This year the award goes to Trinite Andrews

The Advanced Study Spanish Award
The Advanced Study Spanish Award is given to a student who is 
enrolled in an Advanced Study Spanish course through Niagara County 
Community College. This person has taken six credits of college level 
Spanish at Medina High School, has maintained the grade of “A” and 
displays a strong degree of competency in all four skill areas.  
This year the award goes to: Mary Cruz Mandujano Mandujano

Spanish 1 Award

This award is given to a male and female student for high achievement 
in Beginning Spanish Level I and who will continue on to Level II.  
This year’s recipients are: Devin Griffin and Connor McNeil

Spanish III Award
This award is given to a male and female student for high achievement 
in Spanish Level III.  
This year’s recipients are: Margaret Klotzbach and Dawson Brown

The PAAC Award
PAAC is an after-school organization that stands for “Promoting the 
Acceptance and Awareness of Cultures”. The PAAC award is given to a 
member who has demonstrated support for the ideals of PAAC through 
words as well as actions. 
The award this year goes to: Hannah Duhow

Arion Foundation Medals for Music
These awards are presented by the Arion Foundation for outstanding 
achievement in Chorus, Wind Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble.  
The recipients this year are:  
Chorus:  Tiffany Poynter 
Wind Ensemble:  Madison Kenward 
Jazz Ensemble:  Alyssa Beyer 

Orleans County Music
This scholarship is awarded to the student or students who will pursue a 
career in the field of music, theater or music education. Each student will 
receive a $150 scholarship.  
The recipients this year are: Kyla Leno and Kathryn Bilicki

Loyal Morse Memorial Award
Each year the Career and Technical Education Advisory Council of 
BOCES honors a student from each of the 15 vocational programs with 
its’ Outstanding Achievement Award. The instructors in each program 
select a student on the basis of such criteria as integrity, leadership, 
productivity, initiative and attendance. This award is given to seniors who 
have completed two years of vocational instruction in their  
chosen field. Receiving the award this year is: 
Jacob Kuhman for Precision Machine Technology 
Alisha Scroger for Culinary 
Johann Anderson for Computer Technology

Beta Sigma Phi Award
This year Beta Sigma Phi Sorority of the Iota Master Chapter will 
be presenting an award of $100.00 to a senior girl who possesses 
outstanding qualities of character such as: friendliness, loyalty to friends, 
honesty, consideration of others, and high standards of ideals  
and morality.  
Receiving the award this year is: Hannah Duhow

Triple “C” Award Program
The Attorney General’s office sponsors the Triple “C” Award Program 
to recognize students who demonstrate Character, Courage, and 
Commitment. They show a commitment to learning, to their community 
and to their fellow classmates.  
This year’s recipients are: Alexis Hinman and Jalin Cooper

Lee J. Skinner Memorial Award
An award of $100 is given each year in loving memory of Lee J. 
Skinner. He was a prominent attorney in Medina and was very active 
in community organizations. This award goes to an eighth grader who 
exemplifies the qualities of outstanding leadership and citizenship, in 
honor of Mr. Skinner.  
This year’s recipient is: Isaac Pace

Medina Central School District

continued on page 16

Special Honors and Awards 
continued from page 13



16  www.medinacsd.org

Skinner Memorial Award
An award of $100.00 is given in loving memory of Lee, Marcia, and 
Robin Skinner and Lynn Skinner Smith to a sophomore who has 
exemplified qualities of outstanding leadership and citizenship.  
This year’s recipient is: Bobby Geiger

Brian Kwiatkowski Memorial Award
The Medina High School Class of 1982 remembers Brian “Kiwa” 
Kwiatkowski with this $100 award presented to a deserving student 
interested in the field of firefighting and/or emergency medical services. 
Brian was well known in the Medina community for his big heart, 
sincerity and great personality. He was a friend to all students during 
high school and kept the spirit of MHS alive by helping to plan class of 
1982 reunions.  
The recipient of this award is: Vincent Viterna

Robert M. Kiebala Memorial Award
The Robert M. Kiebala Memorial Award is presented by Jack and 
Cynthia Kiebala in memory of their brother, a 1960 graduate of Medina 
High School who had twelve years of perfect attendance. This award 
of $50 is given to a graduating senior with the best record of perfect 
attendance, and who plans to further his education.  
This years award winner is: Alisha Scroger

Independent Health’s Community All-Star program 
Independent Health’s Community All-Star program recognizes high 
school seniors who have gone above and beyond to make a positive 
difference in the lives of people at school and in the Western New York 
community. At Independent Health they call it the Red Shirt Treatment. 
All the Community All-Star recipients will be featured in a special 
supplement of the Business First in June.  
This years winner is: Coby Albone

Principal’s Leadership
The Principal’s Leadership Award is sponsored by the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals and Herff Jones, Inc. Local 
recipients are selected by their high school principal for their involvement 
in school government, scholarship and character. Each recipient is 
then eligible for a national, competitive scholarship. The winner of this 
scholarship is selected by the executive committee of the NASSP. 
The recipient of this award is: Madison Kenward, Shelby green

The John Ryan School of Historical Excellence 
The John Ryan School of Historical Excellence was established in 
2015 through the combined efforts of the Medina High School History 
department and the Medina Sandstone Trust. It was established to 
recognize students who have gone above and beyond in their history 
studies. To be a John Ryan Scholar, students must successfully 
complete two AP history courses, earn mastery on both history Regents 
exams, maintain an overall GPA in history courses of 90 or above, and 
complete a local history project. The 2017 John Ryan Scholars are:  
Nicholas Bogan, Aeddon Cayea, Mallory Colton, Jadiel Flores-Medina, 
Taylor Frasier, Sarah Granchelli, Abigail Griffin, Molley Gross, Brandon 
Harris, Madison Holland, Taylor Hurrell, Abbyleigh Osborne-Jones, 
Federico Rosario, Carely Schultz, Kristian Snyder, Nicole Walid, 
Madeline Winters.

Lawrence Tech University Award for Excellence in Science and 
Mathematics
This $2,000 per year scholarship recognizes 11th grade students for 
their outstanding academic achievements in Science and Mathematics, 
and who are creative and responsible citizens. This award can 
be applied to any of the undergraduate programs in Engineering, 
Architecture, Art & Sciences, and Management at Lawrence Tech. The 
recipient must be accepted and enrolled at Lawrence Tech for the fall 
after graduation.  
This years winner is: Andrew Fuller

Keuka College George H. Ball Community Achievement Award
This award rewards students based on qualities that embody the values 
of Keuka College, including; integrity, academic excellence, diversity, 
leadership, service, and social responsibility. The Ball Community 
Achievement Award grants qualifying students a $10,000 award or a 
$40,000 scholarship for four years of study at Keuka College.  
The five students nominated this year are: Alissa Blount, Zoey Adkins, 
Courtney Lang, Benjamin Zakes, Guinevere Schalck

Next, we have AVID Awards to distribute

Most Academic Progress
The 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students in the AVID elective class 
have been working very hard this year to develop the skills necessary to 
succeed in college. The elective teachers have decided to honor some 
of those students who have shown qualities that AVID students  
should possess. 

Our first award of the night will honor students with the largest increase 
in their grade point averages since joining AVID.  
The award for most academic progress goes to: Jalisa Valez

Rookie of the Year
Our next award will honor the students in grades 9 and 10 who were 
added to the elective class this school year and have shown to be a 
great asset both in academic talent and positive attitudes.  
The rookie of the year award goes to: Olivia Carter and  
Madison Williams

Most Organized
The next group of students we will be honoring will go to the students in 
each grade level that has demonstrated great organization.  
The award for most organized AVID students go to: Divere Brown

Master of Tutorials
Twice a week in the AVID elective, students conduct tutorials which are 
a collaborative support strategy for academic classes. The students 
in grades 8, 9, and 10 who have proved to be masters in the tutorial 
process are: Ryan Miller

Individual Determination Award
AVID stands for Advancement via Individual determination. Successful 
AVID students must be self-motivated and exhibit a desire to improve 
through a strong work ethic and perseverance. In each grade level 
we have nominated standout students who go above and beyond 
expectations in pursuit of furthering their education.  
The AVID Individual Determination Awards go to: Makenzi Wynn, Chole 
Nashwenter, Lily Carpenter, Kaylee Lacey, Emma Ettinger, Angelo 
Soliday, Eathan Stonebreaker, and Jacob Velesko

Special Honors and Awards 
continued from page 15
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Honorati
Honorati is a local honor society encompassing grades 9 - 12, with a 
long-standing tradition of awarding excellence and hard work in the 
classroom. To achieve Honorati status, a student must have an 85.0 
average or higher for three consecutive marking periods. As well, 
students must have passing grades in every class, for every single 
marking period of the school year.

Students have the opportunity to achieve Honorati status each year of 
the high school career. First time recipients receive a certificate. Second 
time recipients receive lamp of learning medal. Third year recipients 
receive a lamp of learning trophy.

If a student is inducted into this group in the 9th grade and maintains 
membership for four years, he or she is awarded trophy at Honors 
Convocation. The students in the Class of 2018 receiving this trophy are:

Medina Central School District

Alexis Adams
Alexander Allis
Jacob Bensley
Alyssa Beyer
Kaya Bloom
Alden Cayea
Hannah Duhow
Grace Flores
Andrew Fuller
CarsonGates
Shelby Green
Christian Hahn
Daniel Heil
Jack Hill
Alexis Hinman

Jacob Houseman
Ian Joseph
Brigid Keller
Madison Kenward
Tobias Kiebala
Madeline Kraus
Makenna Lederhouse
Ethan Leonard
Hannah Mahnke
Alexis Maines
Grace Masse
Renne Masters
Alyssa McMullen
Brianna Meyers
Amanda Nottingham

Noah Pencille
Jorge Phillips
Tiffany Poynter
Leah Sheelar
Megan Showler
Elijah Sones
Hannah Sones
Dylan Sturtevant
Kaitlin Washbon
Luke Wilson

The MHS Phoenix Award
Every year, students are recognized for their scholastic achievement 
they show throughout high school. There are some students, however, 
who discover and nurture their academic talents later in their high 
school career. With that in mind, the Faculty of Medina High School has 
created the MHS Phoenix Award. Each year, the faculty will consider 
the list of seniors who have shown academic excellence in their junior 
and senior year, have achieved merit role status (cumulative average of 
entire school career), and are hardworking, have strong character, and 
have a genuine love of learning. The faculty votes and the five students 
who receive the most votes are awarded white honor cords to wear at 
graduation. 

This year, one student received the most votes. Five others received 
the same number of votes. Therefore, there will be six students wearing 
white cords at graduation. 

The recipients for this year are:  
Megan Showler, Anastasia Smith, Cody Crane, Madison Reese, Maya 
Lake

The john Ryan School Of Historical Excellence  
Jacob Bensley, Alyssa Beyer, Alden Cayea, Andrew Fuller, Carson 
Gates, Shelby Green, Christian Hahn, Jack Hill, Alexis Hinman, Jacob 
Houseman, Ian Joseph, Brigid Keller, Madison Kenward, Tobias Kiebala, 
Renne Masters, Amanda Nottingham, Noah Pencille, Tiffany Poynter, 
Leah Sheelar, Elijah Sones, Hannah Sones, Kaitlyn Washbon

Community Award  
Amaya Cleveland, Madison Owens, Xavier Fisher, Logan Meacham, 
and Troy Avery-Kelly

Empire Degree 
Alyssa Root

The M.T.T.S. Creative Writing Award 
Ayat Aldroobe

National Merit Scholarship Program 
Jacob Houseman

University of Buffalo Gifted Math Program 
Jack Hill

Special Honors and Awards 
continued from page 16
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Medina School Students  
of the Month 
The Medina Teachers Association, the Medina Central School District and the Medina Business 
Association are proud to announce the April and May selections for Students of the Month. This 
award is a joint effort between the organizations to recognize students who go above and beyond 
to help teachers and fellow students succeed and enjoy school. The month of April’s business 
sponsor was Rosenkrans. The month of May’s business sponsor was Creekside Floral.

The April winners were:

• Oak Orchard: second grader Amelia Rodden nominated by Abbey Boyst 

• Wise Middle School: seventh grader Nevaeh Williams nominated by Tina DeSimone and Juli 
McGrath

• High School: senior Christian Hahn nominated by Jennifer Ossont 

The May winners were:

• Oak Orchard: third grader Connor Lovewell nominated by Mollie Mark

• Wise Middle School: fifth grader Keara Fearby nominated by Deb Weber & Sue Burroughs

• High School: sophomore Parker Wilson nominated by Karen Jones

Congratulations to all our winners!

April: (LtoR): Michelle Leffler from Rosenkrans, Nevaeh Williams, Amelia Rodden, 
Christian Hahn, and MTA President Joe Byrne.

May: (LtoR) Mary Lewis owner of Creekside Floral, Keara Fearby, Connor Lovewell, 
MTA President Joe Byrne and MCSD Superintendent Mark Kruzynski.
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