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March 2, 2023  
 
Dear Oriskany Community Members: 
 
As you may know, The New York State Department of Education (NYSED) has issued a mandate that all 
schools “end the use of Native American mascots as soon as practical.”   
 
Please know I have attached for your review the following information from the State Education 
Department, to date, communicating this information.   
 
Attached for your preview are the following supporting documents: 
 

• Use of Native American Mascots 
o James Baldwin, Senior Deputy Commissioner 
o NYSED – New York State Department of Education  
o November 17 , 2022 

• Use of Native American Mascots 
o James Baldwin, Senior Deputy Commissioner  
o NYSED – New York State Department of Education 
o November 17, 2022   
o Edited Version  

• Commissioner of Education Relating to prohibiting the Use of Indigenous Names, Mascots, and 
Logos by Public Schools 

o Angelique Johnson-Dingle 
o NYSED – New York State Department of Education  
o December 1, 2022 

• Commissioner of Education Relating to prohibiting the Use of Indigenous Names, Mascots, and 
Logos by Public Schools  

o Angelique Johnson-Dingle  
o NYSED – New York State Department of Education  
o December 1, 2022 
o Edited Version  

• Statement from Ray Halbritter, Oneida Indian Nation Representative and Founder of Change the 
Mascot Campaign in Response to New York State Removing Native American Mascots in Schools   

 
The Board of Education is currently reviewing this information provided by the New York State Department 
of Education and is exploring options to address this mandate from NYSED.  To date, we are awaiting 
additional information from NYSED, including projected timelines, implementations, and expectations. 
 
As addressed in the December 1, 2022 communique from Angelique Johnson-Dingle (NYSED), regarding the 
Use of Indigenous Names, Mascots, and Logos by Public Schools please note the following: 
 
Timetable for Implementation  
 



• It is anticipated that the proposed amendment will be presented for permanent adoption at the 
April 2023 Regents meeting after publication of the proposed amendment in the State Registrar and 
expiration of the 60-day public comment period required under the State Administrative Procedure 
Act.  If adopted at the April 2023 meeting, the proposed amendment will become effective as a 
permanent rule on May 3, 2023.  

 
We are very conscientious and respectful of the culture and history of the Oriskany community and the 
Oriskany Central School District.  As we continue to review and analyze current and future guidelines and 
mandates issued by the New York State Department of Education, we will keep everyone apprised of the 
ongoing information and updates. 
 
To date, we have not yet explored any changes in our mascot or logo.  Should, or when that process begins, 
we will communicate that information out to the community as soon as practical. 
 
Thank you for your support and understanding as we navigate through this change.   
 
In closing, I would like to leave you with the following: 
 
A Brief History of Oriskany    
 
Oriskany was founded in the eighteenth century as the Oneida village of Oriska at the confluence of the 
Oriskany Creek and the Mohawk River. 
 
On August 6, 1777, American Brigadier General Nicholas Herkimer, the Tryon County Militia, and their 
Oneida allies, led by Hanyery, left from Oriska to relieve the British siege of Fort Stanwix (Schuyler). En 
route, they were ambushed by Loyalists who had joined forces with the Mohawk in what is now known as 
the Battle of Oriskany. The allied American forces held the field, but took immense casualties in what 
became known as one of the bloodiest battles of the American Revolution. 
 
Not long after the battle, the Oriska village was attacked in retaliation for supporting the Americans, 
destroying homes and provisions. War raged throughout the Mohawk Valley over the coming years. 
 
In June 1785, the “Oriskany Patent” was surveyed for the new State of New York, with “Oriskany” noted 
where the creek joins the river. Almost twenty years later, the surveyor, Col. Gerrit Lansing, returned to 
settle on the west bank of the Oriskany Creek. 
 
In 1810, Lansing would help form the Oriskany Manufacturing Company, one of the first mills in the United 
States to turn wool into finished cloth. Soon after, Oriskany also became one of the first communities along 
the Erie Canal and enjoyed many prosperous decades of commerce and manufacturing with notable 
businesses related to textiles, iron working, and agriculture. The village was formally incorporated in 1914. 
 
During World War II, the Battle of Oriskany was selected as the namesake of aircraft carrier CV-34, the 
USS Oriskany. The ship was not completed for service before the end of the war, but was finally 
commissioned in 1950. Oriskany served with distinction in Korea and Vietnam before being 
decommissioned in 1976. 
 
Starting in 1992, the carrier’s starboard anchor, ship’s bell, and an A-4E Skyhawk jet came to rest in the 
Village of Oriskany as memorials to the USS Oriskany and the crew who served aboard. 
 
As of 2020, the Village of Oriskany covers about one square mile and is home to 1,315 residents.     
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Please do not hesitate to reach out to me should you have any additional questions or inquiries. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Timothy Gaffney 
Superintendent of Schools 
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