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ORISKANY — Oriskany head coach Jerry Tine has a simple goal for the program he helms: “Always be a playoff
team.”

But with a large number of players soon to graduate and their league’s expansion, the Redskins’ road to the finals
could be fraught.

Section IlI's eight-man league, of which Oriskany is a founding member, has grown to include five more teams,
bringing the total to 11.

To accommodate this growth, the league will now be split into two divisions and will feature a semifinal playoff. The
changes are welcome for Tine, but they complicate his season outlook.
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“It's always a challenge,” at the beginning of the season, Tine said, “but we have no idea where we fit in with these
new teams.”

“There’s definitely a little more competition going in,” Tine continued. “It's a challenge, it’s a step up from before.”

What's more, the coach said, unfinished landscaping at Oriskany’s football field will force the team to call Whitesboro
High School home in the fall. “We’ll be road warriors this year,” Tine quipped.

But the many variables belie a program with a solid track record and a roster of veteran players.

Last year, in their first eight-man season, the Redskins finished third in the league — completing the season with a 4-2
record, having lost only to the two championship teams, Bishop Grimes and New York Mills.

Of the 17 players he expects to field — the eight-man league begins play later than standard Section Il teams, and
Tine says there’s still time for more to enroll — 10 are seniors this year.

While next year’s bench might be shallow, fielding a team where the majority of players are at the peak of their
experience and abilities should pay dividends.

“Anytime you have seniors involved in the program, they play an important role,” Tine said, emphasizing their effect on
morale.

“They’re important members of the team,” he added, “but everyone contributes, especially when you’re at small
numbers.”

While there’s still time to develop strategy and flesh out his team’s strengths, Tine says he foresees a less
conservative offensive philosophy than that employed last season.

“We were probably at 70-30 running plays last year,” he explained. “We’ll probably be closer to 60-40 this year.”

Tine said last year’s ground-and-pound strategy owed to the squad’s experienced lineman, many of whom have since
graduated. “Really, it depends on the team’s makeup.”

Asked who to watch in the coming weeks, Tine offered two-way lineman Noah Hartung, a returning senior. “He’s
probably our number one offensive and defensive lineman coming back, by far.”

“Lineman, they don’t lead in stats,” the coach explained. “They’ve got a job to do.”

Also returning for the Redskins is quarterback Matt Enos, for whom Oriskany football is a family affair. “His big brother
was our starting quarterback,” Tine said. “It’s like a family tradition for him.”

Running back and corner back Aiden Fabbio will also return, according to Tine. Only a sophomore, Fabbio’s
prominence could bode well for the Oriskany program after half of its roster graduates next spring.

Overall, Tine said he’s confident in his lean squad of experienced players. “You know, we’re not blessed with 40 or 50
guys,” he said.

“But that gives us the ability to roll with the punches.”

The Redskins kick off the season in Sherburne on Sept. 14, with their homecoming game in Whitesboro scheduled for
Sept. 28.
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