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M E L B O U R N E  —  R o g e r 
Federer extended a five-year 
win streak over Tomas Berdych 
with a 7-6 (7-1), 6-3, 6-4 vic-
tory Wednesday that sent 
him into the semifinals of the 
Australian Open.

The Swiss second seed 
remains on track for a sixth title 
and is an even stronger trophy 
candidate after the mid-match 
injury withdrawal of Rafael 
Nadal.

Federer, 36, will face the 
next generation when he plays 
Chung Hyeon, who eliminated 
controversial American Tennys 
Sandgren 6-4, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 to 
become the first South Korean 
to reach a Grand Slam semi.

In the women’s quarters, 
Germany’s Angelique Kerber 
continued her march back to 
top form as the ex-Melbourne 
champion crushed American 
Madison Keys 6-1, 6-2.

Kerber will play top seed 
S i m o n a  H a l e p  a f t e r  t h e 
Romanian, who has never won 
a Grand Slam, recovered from a 
bad start to overhaul No. 6 seed 
Karolina Pliskova 6-3, 6-2.

Federer also had a rough start 
against a player whom he has 
beaten in eight of their last 10 
matches, with Berdych going up 
a break in the opening set.

But instant improvement by 
Federer, a 19-time Grand Slam 
champion, led to a monster 
10th game in which he saved a 
set point with a down-the-line 
winner and broke for 5-5 on his 
fifth chance. Federer closed out 
the set in a runaway tiebreaker 
after 57 minutes.

He claimed the second as 
well but was pegged back in the 

third after losing an early break 
to his longtime opponent. But 
he broke again, then produced 
a love game for 4-2 prior to 
closing out his 20th win in their 
25-match series.

“I got a bit lucky in the first 
set,” Federer said. “I hung 
around and am very glad to 
have gotten out of it. It could 
have gone either way.

“Winning that set was the 
key to the match. Tomas played 
great in the first two sets and his 
level dropped a bit in the third.”

Chung, 21, followed up his 
fourth-round upset of six-time 
winner Novak Djokovic by flog-
ging Sandgren in straight sets.

S a n d g r e n  d r e w  f i r e  o n 
Tuesday after quickly deleting 

years of a Twitter feed allegedly 
featuring racist and homopho-
bic tweets as well as exchanges 
with alt-right figures.

The world No. 97 tried to 
defend himself by insisting that 
his feed did not necessarily reflect 
all of his views. But later the same 
day he went on a deleting spree.

The devout Christian refused 
to take questions on the issue 
at a post-match press confer-
ence, instead reading from a 
statement.

“With a handful of follows 
and some likes on Twitter, my 
fate has been sealed in your 
minds. To write an edgy story, 
to create sensationalist cover-
age, there are a few lengths you 
wouldn’t go to to mark me as 

the man you desperately want 
me to be,” he said.

Looking at the match, he 
added: “I’m happy with being 
resilient. It’s not easy to come 
off some big wins, biggest wins 
of my career, crazy stages, like 
quarterfinals of a slam, that’s 
crazy to me, and to deal with 
the stuff off the court as well.”

Chung kept it strictly busi-
ness on court as he demolished 
Sandgren in just under two and 
a half hours, winning on his 
sixth match point as Sandgren 
returned long.

“In the last game many things 
came together,” Chung said. “If 
I win one more point, I make his-
tory in Korea.

“I was thinking like that. 
Anyway, I have to stay calm 
because the match is not finished 
yet, so I’m just trying to stay calm 
until I finish the match.”

Kerber, who won the event in 
2016 and later claimed the top 
WTA ranking, continues to erase 
bitter memories of last season 
when she fell into a slump and 
exited the top 20.

The 30-year-old has yet to lose 
this year, after taking Germany 
to the final of the Hopman Cup 
before lifting the Sydney WTA 
title.

Her defeat of US Open final-
ist Keys, who has barely played 
a match due to injury since her 
September success, was her 
sixth win from seven meetings 
between the two.

She leads the series against 
Halep 4-3, with the Romanian 
recovering from 3-0 down in 
the first set with nine unan-
swered games in her victory over 
Pliskova.

“It was not my best start,” said 
Halep. “I knew I had to re-start. 
I stopped missing and moved 
better. I did pretty well in the 
end.”

Federer steams into semifinals

Switzerland’s Roger Federer makes a forehand return to Tomas Berdych 
of the Czech Republic during Wednesday’s quarterfinal at the Australian 
Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia. [AP PHOTO / VINCENT 

THIAN]

No. 2 seed will face  
young South Korean 

Jones was a force for most 
of the Atlanta teams that won 
14 straight division titles  — 
his election puts another 
member of those Braves clubs 
in Cooperstown, along with 
pitchers John Smoltz, Tom 
Glavine and Greg Maddux, 
manager Bobby Cox and gen-
eral manager John Schuerholz.

Thome hit 612 home runs, 
putting him eighth on the career 
list. The five-time All-Star 
played mostly for the Cleveland 
Indians.

Guerrero was elected in his 
second try, getting 92.9 per-
cent. The nine-time All-Star 
slugger played half his career 
with the Montreal Expos. The 
outfielder was a notorious bad-
ball hitter, batting .318 with 
449 homers and 1,496 RBIs.

Hoffman was chosen in his 
third year, getting 79.9 percent 
after missing by just five votes 

last time. The former San Diego 
Padres closer had 601 saves, 
second to Mariano Rivera’s 652.

It took 75 percent for elec-
tion, or 317 votes. Martinez 
made a big move up to 70.4 
percent and fell 20 votes short. 
Mike Mussina climbed to 63.5 
percent.

Clemens, winner of 354 
games and seven Cy Young 
Awards, got 57.3 percent after 
drawing 54.1 percent last time. 
Bonds, the career home run 
leader and a seven-time MVP, 
reached 56.4 percent, up from 

53.8 percent.
Clemens and Bonds each have 

four tries left.
The four new members will 

be inducted on July 29. They 
will be joined by Jack Morris 
and shortstop Alan Trammell, 
who were picked last month by 
a committee that considered 
older players and executives.

Rivera heads the ballot next 
year, once again raising debate 
over whether any player will 
unanimously elected to the 
Hall. The late Roy Halladay also 
will be a first-time candidate.
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football next year, almost did 
not return for a third varsity 
basketball season.

All it took, though, was a little 
persuading.

“He was thinking about doing 
track,” Tobin said, “but we 
all told him he would miss it.”

Schloop doesn’t do much 
scoring - he’s reached double 
figures three times in 13 games 
— but he averages over nine 
rebounds a game (with a sea-
son-high of 20) and  without 
his considerable in-the-paint 
presence, the Indians proba-
bly wouldn’t be where they are 
today.

“No, no way,” Tobin said. 
“He’s a ‘big,’ and he’s an excel-
lent passer for a big. The whole 
offense runs around him.”

Offensively, the Indians have 
only two players averaging in 
double figures  — Tobin is at 
13.5 points per game and guard 
Jacob Smith (no relation to the 
coach) is at 13.3 per game — but 
they are good at getting to the 
rim and to the foul line, and 
they get production from sev-
eral other players.

Jacob Smith had six 3s and 
scored 26 points in a win 
over Frankfort-Schuyler and 
Tobin scored 22 points against 
Westmoreland and 21 against 
Mount Markham. Only one 
other player has scored over 
20 points  —  sixth-man Paul 
Ward, who averages 9.1 points, 
had four 3s and 23 points in a 
come-from-behind win over 
Little Falls. But Cory Collard 

scored 15 points against Central 
Valley Academy, sophomore 
Logan Rubas scored 11 points in 
a win over New York Mills, and 
freshman Jaeden Beam hit two 
big 3s and had eight points, four 
rebounds and two assists in last 
week’s 84-73 nonleague win 
over CSC Division III co-leader 
Westmoreland.

L u k e  F r e d s e l l , 
Westmoreland’s 1,000-point 
scorer, had 38 points in that 
game. But he was the only 
Bulldog in double figures and 
West Canada Valley got 22 
points from Tobin, 17 each from 
Ward and Smith, and 11 from 
Collard.

“We’re hard to defend 

because you can’t zero in on one 
guy,” David Smith said. “Matt 
is big and physical and he can do 
so many things. ... He’s danger-
ous going downhill at the rim. 
Jacob is quick and if he’s hot, 
you’re not going to stop him. 
And when you  think you’re 
going to have to go up against 
Mason for four quarters? That’s 
grueling. His physicality is at a 
different level.”

David Smith, who a few years 
ago coached the girls basket-
ball team at Unadilla Valley, is 
in his first season as the head 
coach of boys varsity basket-
ball team. And when Smith first 
took over at West Canada 
Valley, and Tobin said one of 

the first things the new coach 
told them was, “We’re going to 
play man-to-man defense.”

Back then, it wasn’t what the 
Indians wanted to hear.

“But it’s been the best thing 
for us,” Tobin said. “We had 
always played a zone, so it was 
tough at first. Nobody wanted 
to do it. Now, it’s all want to do 
because we’re so good at it.”

Getting them to buy into it, 
David Smith said, was not easy. 
It helped, though, when defense 
turned a 16-point third-quarter 
deficit into a 66-62 league win 
over Little Falls.

“The kids just continued 
to grind it out and get stops,” 
said the coach, whose Indians 
h o s t  S a u q u o i t  V a l l e y  o n 
Thursday night, and then play 
Westmoreland at 2 p.m. in 
one of Saturday’s six Mohawk 
Valley Basketball Classic games 
at Utica College.

West Canada Valley has won 
eight straight since a 64-59 
loss to Madrid-Waddington, a 
state-ranked Class D team from 
Section X. The Indians return to 
league play next Monday night 
when they host CSC Division II 
rival Herkimer.

“When I went to watch a 
couple football games, I knew 
that we had athletes,” David 
Smith said. “Did I expect this? 
To be 12-1 at this point? No, but 
I did expect us to be good and 
to make a run in sectionals. A 
league title would be great, but 
the end goal is to make a deep 
sectional run and I really think 
we can do that.

“We’re a tough matchup. 
We’re big. We’re physical. And 
we’ve bought into what we’re 
trying to do on the defensive 
end.”
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West Canada Valley’s Matt Tobin, center, grabs a loose ball during a 
CSC Division II game against Herkimer earlier this season. The Indians 
are 12-1 and hosting Sauquoit Valley on Thursday night. [JON RATHBUN / 

GATEHOUSE FILE PHOTO]
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The Oriskany boys basketball
team is on a roll.

Oriskany outscored  Mount
Markham 28-4 in the first quar-
ter and 48-16 in the first half 
Wednesday night, and the Center 
State Conference Division IV
leaders coasted to an 81-43 non-
league win in a CSC crossover at
Keith Davis Gymnasium.

Senior Ricky Phelps had four 
of Oriskany’s eight 3-pointers 

a n d  f i n i s h e d
with 20 points 
and six assists. 
Mykal Warcup 
added 19 points
and five assists,
brother Aaron
Warcup scored 
10 points and
Colt Davis had

nine points and three steals.
It was the sixth straight win 

for Oriskany, 11-2 overall and
leading the CSC Division IV
standings with an 8-1 mark.
Oriskany plays a league game
at Remsen on Friday night, and
then meets Clinton in the 10 a.m.
opener of the Mohawk Valley
Basketball Classic on Saturday 
at Utica College.

• Oneida’s Jacob Vaccaro
scored 20 points in a 65-46 non-
league loss to Indian River.

• Cameron Clark’s 21 points
lead Morrisville-Eaton to a 
45-40 nonleague win over 
Otselic Valley.

Girls Basketball

• Ella Rainbow scored 22 points 
and Lauren Skibitski had 18 to
lead Oneida to a 60-41 Tri Valley 
League win over Pioneer Division 
rival Vernon-Verona-Sherrill. 
Julianna Cavangh scored 10 
points and Sydney Lusher had 
12 rebounds and seven assists 
for the Indians (6-1 TVL, 11-2 
overall), who have won five
straight games and nine of their 
last 10. Oneida hosts Whitesboro 
on Friday night. Morgan Brewer
scored 11 points and Anna Rossi
had 10 for the Red Devils (4-4,
7-8).

• Thomas R. Proctor High
School’s Namir Davis scored 19
points and Ariannah Staton had
14 in a 56-52 nonleague loss to
General Brown.

• Savannah Sommer led four 
Central Valley Academy scorers
in double figures with 19 points — 
Abby Brown had 13 and Reilly
Rich and Erica Thorp scored 10 
each — in a 57-42 nonleague win
over Herkimer. Becky Judd led 
the Magicians with 19 points,
seven steals and four assists.

• Ashley La Ruffa scored 12
points, Beth Belanger grabbed
15 rebounds and Hamilton (1-3,
4-8) made it four wins in its last
five games with a 36-26 non-
league victory over McGraw.

• Belle Kranbuhl scored 14
points and Cam Roberts had 10
as Adirondack improved to 12-0 
overall with a 48-28 nonleague 
win over West Canada Valley
in a Center State Conference 
crossover.

Men’s Basketball

• Kevin Williams had 23 points
and 14 rebounds, Redell Freeman 
added 16 points, 10 rebounds
and five assists, and Rome’s 
Blake Haga scored 13 points as 
SUNY Poly remained unbeaten 
in the North Eastern Athletic
Conference with a 65-62 victory
at Cazenovia College. It was the 
sixth consecutive win for SUNY 
Poly, now 8-0 in the conference
and 12-5 overall.

 
Boys Hockey

• Andrew Maycock scored
two goals for Whitesboro in a 
5-4 overtime loss to Cortland-
Homer at the Whitestown 
Community Center.

 

Oriskany 
boys win 
their 6th 
straight
Phelps, Warcup brothers 
help CSC Division IV 
leaders improve to 11-2 

Phelps


