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HARRISON, BUTLER 
STAND OUT FOR 
BIG-GAME 
DEFENSIVE PLAYS

By Ben Birnell
bbirnell@uticaod.com

Reid Boucher was red-hot in 
January while playing with the 
Utica Comets.

The new year got a little bigger 
for the skilled forward known for 
his quick release and accurate 
shot Thursday with the 24-year-
old being named the American 
Hockey League’s Player of the 
Month for January.

I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
Boucher has earned the award 
in five AHL seasons. He is the 
first Comets skater to earn the 
Player of the Month honor in 
Utica’s four-and-half seasons. 
Thatcher Demko was named 

the the AHL’s Goaltender of the 
Month for October.

In January, Boucher totaled nine 
goals and five assists in 11 games 
with the Comets. Before a scoring 
change Thursday afternoon from 
the team’s overtime win Saturday 

in Lehigh Valley, Boucher had six 
assists during the month.

After returning to the Comets’ 
lineup Jan. 7 following a stint with 
the Vancouver Canucks, Boucher 
had his first career hat trick as 
part of a four-point game in a 
Comets’ 5-1 win at Hartford. He 
had assists on both the game-ty-
ing and game-winning goals in 
Utica’s 3-2 overtime victory at 
Binghamton on Jan. 13 and also 
scored twice in a 4-2 win against 
Syracuse on Jan. 20. Boucher’s 
goal with 39.2 seconds remaining 
in regulation help force overtime 
against Hartford on Jan. 24 in 
Utica.

Boucher named AHL Player of Month
Comets player 
Reid Boucher 
got a huge 
ovation Monday 
during the AHL 
All-Star Skills 
Competition on 
Sunday, at the 
Adirondack Bank 
Center at the 
Utica Memorial 
Auditorium. 
Boucher was 
named the 
AHL’s Player 
of the Month 
for January. 
[ALEX COOPER 

/ OBSERVER-

DISPATCH]

Next game

What: Syracuse Crunch at Utica 
Comets.
When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Adirondack Bank Center at 
Utica Memorial Auditorium.
Radio: KROCK 94.9 FM.
Season series: The Comets are 
3-2-0-1 against the Crunch follow-
ing an 4-2 win on Jan. 21 in Utica.

See BOUCHER,  C3
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ORISKANY – The Oriskany boys 
basketball team’s winning streak 
reached double digits Thursday.

Oriskany pulled away from 
Remsen in second half at Keith 
Davis Gym for a 76-44 victory 
and pushed its streak to 10 games.

“I think we’re starting to play 
together,” Oriskany coach Chris 
Mahoney said of the win streak. 
“We’ve told the team, ‘Don’t do 
the little things good, do the little 
things great.’ I think that should 
help us out in the end.”

Oriskany (11-1, Central State 
Confence Division IV, 15-2 over-
all) was helped by senior Ricky 
Phelps’ game-best 23 points, 
seven rebounds, five assists and 
four steals. Classmate Cal Pianka 
added 18 points while Fellow 
senior Mykal Warcup chipped in 
12 points, seven rebounds and four 
assists.

Oriskany pushes 
win streak to 10

Basketball team bests Remsen in home matchup to go 15-2 overall

Oriskany’s Aaron Warcup (33) attempts a layup against Remsen’s Jake Rowlands on Thursday at Oriskany High 
School. Oriskany won 76-44. [ALEX COOPER / OBSERVER-DISPATCH]

Remsen’s 
Jason 
Lahan 
shoots 
against 
Oriskany’s 
Mykal 
Warcup as 
Oriskany’s 
win streak 
reached 
10 games. 
[ALEX 

COOPER / 

OBSERVER-

DISPATCH]

Online

Go to uticaod.com for a gallery from Thursday's game.See ORISKANY,  C3

By John Nicholson 
The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Bill 
Haas’ 9-iron landed to the right 
of the pin and spun left, settling 3 
feet away for a birdie on the par-3 
16th in the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open.

“I just tried to play the hole 
like I would any other hole, 
even though it’s not like any 
other hole,” Haas said about the 
stadium hole that was packed 
with 20,000 fans on the warm 
Thursday afternoon.

Haas shot a 7-under 64 at TPC 
Scottsdale to take a two-stroke 
lead. The birdie on 16 capped a 
five-hole stretch he played in 5 
under, with birdies on Nos. 12 
and 13 and a 20-footer for eagle 
on the par-5 15th.

“Once you get a cushion like 
that, you can free your swing up 
a little bit,” Haas said.

The 16th, playing 151 yards 
to a front pin, tripped up Rickie 
Fowler and Justin Thomas. 
Fowler bogeyed it in a 66 that 
left him tied with Billy Horschel, 
Bryson DeChambeau, Chris Kirk 
and Chesson Hadley. Thomas 
made a double bogey in a 68.

Fowler hit short into the right 
bunker and two-putted from 
30 feet. The fans let him hear it, 
too — at 9:30 a.m. with only the 
general-admission sections full.

“I may be somewhat of a fan 
favorite, but they weren’t hold-
ing back,” Fowler said. “I was a 
little disappointed in some of the 
stuff that was said.”

Coming off three straight bird-
ies to tie for the lead, Thomas hit 
a wedge in the front left bunker, 
blasted across the green and 
three-putted from the fringe.

“I just barely caught it heavy, 
but I thought it was at least going 
to cover the front, and there 
was just no sand in the bunker,” 
Thomas said.

He bogeyed the par-4 17th 
after chipping into the water,
and then was angered when a
woman screamed while Jordan
Spieth was teeing off on 18.

“That girl just yelled right in
Jordan’s downswing,” Thomas 
said. “There’s just no place
for that. You saw it with Tiger 
(Woods) last week. I get it, late
in the day, at a place like Phoenix, 
I’m sure they’re a couple in.”

Spieth hit a 325-yard drive into
the fairway and finished with a 
par for a 72.

While Fowler lost a stroke on
16, he had an eagle and two bird-
ies on the other three holes in the 
chaotic closing stretch.

“Some good and bad all
around,” Fowler said.Fowler
eagled the 15th,  hitting a 
5-wood 232 yards to 2 feet. 
He drove the green and two-
putted for birdie on the 17th 
and holed a 30-foot chip on 
the par-4 18th. On his second
nine, he made a 43-foot birdie 
putt on the par-3 fourth and a 
14-footer on the par-4 eighth. 
Haas also finished on the front 
nine, making birdies on Nos. 2 
and 4.

“I kind of hit a bad putt on 2,
but it hit the back of the cup and
went in,” Haas said. “One of those 
days where I could have easily
three-putted that if it had run 
by, but it went in and saved two 
shots there, basically. Hopefully,
it will be one of those weeks.” 
Haas won the first and the last
of his six PGA Tour titles in the
desert, taking the La Quinta event
in California in 2010 and 2015.

“I like playing in the desert,” 
Haas said. “I love the turf. I love
the grass.”

Fowler wore a pin on his hat
with a picture of Griffin Connell,
the area boy who died Jan. 23 at
age 7. 

Bill Haas shoots 64 
to lead Phoenix Open

See GOLF,  C3
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By Errin Haines Whack 
and Fred Goodall
The Associated Press

A son who saw a police officer 
hold a gun to his father’s head. 
A husband whose wife was 
pulled over driving a Bentley.

These scenes are among the 
stories from some of the NFL’s 
marquee players, multi-mil-
lionaires sharing tales of racial 
profiling by law enforcement. 
It is a troubling concern for 
people of color that has been at 
the center of the protests begun 
in August 2016 by former San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick.

The protests have waned, but 
the ongoing issue for players — 
and the black communities they 
come from — has not.

The Associated Press sur-
veyed 56 of the 59 black players 
at last weekend’s Pro Bowl 
game as part of its look at how 
African-American athletes 
have long used their sports 
platforms to impact social and 
political change. The AP asked 
the players whether they or 
someone they knew have ever 
experienced racial profiling.

All said yes.
“You can probably ask any 

black man out here and the 
answer is yes,” said Jacksonville 
Jaguars defensive tackle Malik 
Jackson. “It’s not like this is just 
starting today or a new thing. 
It’s gone on for a long time. I 
think African-American men 

have been (victims) of racial pro-
filing for a long time, by either 
the things they wear or just by 
the color of their skin.”

In protesting, Kaepernick and 
others attempted to highlight the 
killings of unarmed black men by 
police, an issue brought into the 
national spotlight by Black Lives 
Matter activists after the shoot-
ing death of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri , in 2014. 
But the message was quickly 
overtaken by fans offended by 
the players’ decision to kneel 

during the anthem.
“That was the main thing with 

the protests, to bring aware-
ness so people know what’s 
going on,” said Jaguars cor-
nerback Jalen Ramsey. “That’s 
the first step to trying to fix the 
situation.”

NFL players who have pro-
tested this season have been 
in the minority, and protests 
waned as the season went on. 
Some players are focusing on 
ways of addressing injustice 
off the field.

For NFL players, racial 
profiling often personal

While Illinois Athletic Commission listened, heavyweight champion 
Muhammad Ali speaks Feb. 25, 1966, in Chicago. Ali had criticized 
his imminent army draft. Ali is among the black athletes who have 
been finding a way to fight for social change for more than 100 years. 
[ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO]

By Hyung-Jin Kim
The Associated Press

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Ten North Korean skaters 
and skiers arrived in rival South 
Korea on Thursday to participate 
in this month’s Winter Olympics, 
which has brought a temporary 
lull in tensions over the North’s 
nuclear weapons program.

The North Koreans are the 
second and final batch of 22 
athletes from their country 
who have won special entries 
from the International Olympic 
Committee for the Feb. 9-25 
games in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea. A dozen North Korean 
female hockey players came 
last week to form a joint team 
with South Korean athletes, the 
first unified Korean team in the 
Olympics.

 North Korea originally had no 
athletes accredited to play in the 
games.

A 32-member North Korean 
delegation including the 10 ath-
letes, their coaches and Vice 

Sports Minister Won Kil U 
arrived in South Korea by air. 
They flew on a South Korean 
flight that also brought back 
South Korean non-Olympic
skiers who had visited a North
Korean ski resort this week. It 
is extremely unusual for North 
Koreans to travel aboard a
South Korean plane, with most
past visits, including the hockey
players’ arrival, made across the
heavily fortified land border.

Greeted by a barrage of camera 
flashes, the North Koreans — 
men dressed in navy blue coats
and women in red coats, both 
wearing fur hats — didn’t speak 
much at the South Korean airport 
and later at the athletes’ village
in the eastern city of Gangneung. 
But some smiled and waved their
hands to journalists at the ath-
letes’ village. One said, “Nice to 
meet you!”

The 10 athletes are to com-
pete in alpine and cross-country
skiing, figure skating and short-
track speed skating events in the 
Olympics.

North Korean athletes 
arrive in South Korea

A North Korean delegation and athletes arrive at the Yangyang International 
Airport on Thursday in Yangyang, South Korea. North Korean skiers and 
skaters on Thursday arrived at the airport to participate in the Winter 
Olympics that has brought a temporary lull in tensions surrounding their 
country’s nuclear program. [KOREA POOL/YONHAP VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

“I’m just trying to do all the 
little things (properly) right 
now,” Boucher said earlier this 
month. “I’m just trying to work 
hard every night and play a con-
sistent game and score on the 
chances when I get them.”

Boucher, who is in his fifth pro 
season, is tied for the AHL lead 
with 22 goals — which is also one 
from tying the Comets’ fran-
chise record of 23 set by Darren 
Archibald last season. The scor-
ing change also gives him 39 
points, which is a career-best 
for the Michigan native.

Boucher closed out a superb 
January as one of the Comets’ 
two representatives — Demko 
was the other — at the AHL 
All-Star Classic on Sunday 
and Monday at the Adirondack 
Bank Center at Utica Memorial 
Auditorium.

He became the first Comets 
player to score in All-Star com-
petition and finished with three 
goals during Monday’s event and 
helped the North Division win 
the All-Star Challenge.

The North Division swept 
the AHL’s awards for January. 

Toronto’s Garret Sparks was
named the AHL’s Goaltender
of the Month while Mitchell
Stephens — who also was part
of the All-Star festivities this
week — was named Rookie of
the Month.

Boucher will be presented
with an crystal award before an
upcoming home game in recog-
nition of his honor.

The Comets (22-14-6-3 over-
all), who have earned a point in
eight consecutive games, return 
to the ice today when they kick 
off a home-and-series against 
rival third-place Syracuse (26-
15-2-2), which is three points
ahead of Utica in the North 
Division. 

The teams play today in Utica 
— the Comets are scheduled 
to wear  their green alternate
jersey — before meeting again
Saturday in Syracuse. Both 
games are 7 p.m.

The Comets’ schedule has a 
home-heavy feel in February, 
with eight of the team’s 11 games
in Utica. The Comets are 8-9-
3-2 at home this season. The
Comets are 2-0-1-0 in their last
three home games.

Contact reporter Ben Birnell 
at 315-792-5032 or follow him 
on Twitter (@OD_Birnell).

BOUCHER
From Page C1

By Kyle Hightower  
The Associated Press

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. — 
Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski 
has been cleared from the con-
cussion protocol and will play in 
Sunday’s Super Bowl against the 
Philadelphia Eagles.

Gronkowski participated fully in 
practice on Thursday. Defensive 
lineman Deatrich Wise also prac-
ticed after being cleared from the 
concussion protocol. Malcolm 
Butler (illness) and Brandon King 
(knee) also participated in the 

workout.
Gronk said he is “ready to 

roll” and has no limitations. He 
had been sidelined since taking 
a helmet-to-helmet hit from 
Jacksonville’s Barry Church in the 
first half of New England’s AFC 
championship game win.

The All-Pro tight end missed 
last year’s Super Bowl win over 
Atlanta after undergoing back 
surgery.

Gronkowski said he believes that 
the team doctors were just using 
the bye week to be as cautious with 
the injury as possible.

“We knew the whole time I was 
gonna be good to go,” he said. 
“I was progressing really good 
throughout the week. We just 
knew I’d be ready and we’ve been 
practicing like we always do.”

Gronkowski led the team in 
receiving during the regular season 
with 69 catches for 1,084 yards 
and eight touchdowns.

His return gives quarterback 
Tom Brady another key option 
against an Eagles defense that 
finished the regular season ranked 
fourth in the NFL in defense.

Philadelphia is giving up 229 

yards per game through the air in 
the playoffs. New England comes 
in averaging 318 yards passing 
during the postseason.

“He’s a dynamic player. He 
means a ton to our offense. He 
really has since he got to our team. 
It’s always great when he’s out 
there,” Brady said.

“I’ve played with him a long 
time, I’ve thrown him a lot of foot-
balls. He knows exactly what to 
do, he knows where to expect the 
ball, when to expect it. He’s just a 
tremendous player for our team.”

In addition to Gronk’s return 

to practice, the Patriots also got 
a visit from former defensive 
lineman Vince Wilfork, who won
Super Bowls with New England
during the 2004 and 2014 seasons.

Gronkowski said it was always
nice to have “a great teammate”
such as Wilfork around, but 
declined to say what words of 
motivation he offered the team.

“What he said was definitely
inspiring — to just cherish the
moment,” Gronkowski said. “But 
other than that, it was good for 
our team. And I’ll just keep it at 
that.”

Gronkowski to play in Super Bowl

Remsen (1-10, 3-12) was led 
by senior Jake Rowlands’ 14 
points. Classmate Jason Lahan 
added 13 points.

Oriskany led 30-23 at the 
half, but gradually increased its 
advantage by 50-34 by the end of 
the third quarter. Phelps helped 
get everyone on the same page, 
Mahoney said.

“It just shows that if we need to 
be putting 32 minutes together,” 
Mahoney said. “If we can do that, 
we can be expecting something 
big at the end of the season.”

Oriskany is trying to win its 
third straight league title this 
season. They remain in a tie for 
first in CSC Division IV with 
Hamilton, which picked up a 
53-51 victory Thursday at Old 

Forge. 
That sets up a huge matchup 

Monday when Oriskany plays at 
Hamilton (10-1, 14-2).

Oriskany “came out flat” to 
start the game and then again in 

third quarter, Mahoney said.
“Remsen challenged us 

offensively,” he said. “We got 
to do a better job of coming 
out in games and being more 
focused.”

ORISKANY
From Page C1

Oriskany’s John Longeretta (40) and Donovan WIlliams fight for a rebound 
against Remsen’s Wyatt Jones and Jake Rowlands on Thursday.  [ALEX COOPER 

/ OBSERVER-DISPATCH]

Connell was born with a rare 
airway disorder.

“Just kind of humbles you, 
grounds you a bit, and makes 
you realize that there’s a lot 
bigger things than just playing 
golf,” Fowler said.

Former Arizona State star Jon 
Rahm was at 67 in a group that 
included Bubba Watson.

The winner two weeks ago 
in La Quinta, Rahm eagled the 
par-5 third on his second nine.

“I don’t think I missed a single 

shot after that eagle,” Rahm 
said.

Playing directly behind 
Fowler’s group, Rahm and fellow 
former Arizona State player Phil 
Mickelson each birdied the 16th 
for the loudest roars on the hole 
in the morning — other than 
the helicopter that buzzed the 
stands just before playing part-
ner Xander Schauffele hit.

Mickelson got a good bounce 
to set up a 5-footer, with the fans 
chanting “Phil! Phil!”

“He’s Phil, he can actually 
argue he tried to do that,” Rahm 
said.

Wearing a “Rahmbo” head-
band, Rahm made a 12-footer.

The 47-year-old Mickelson 
had a 70 in his record-tying 
29th start in the tournament 
he won in 1996, 2005 and 
2013. Mickelson’s brother, 
Tim, coached Rahm at Arizona 
State and was his agent. Tim 
Mickelson is now his older 
brother’s caddie.

Hideki Matsuyama, a play-
off winner over Fowler in 2016 
and Webb Simpson last year, 
had a 69 playing alongside his 
two sudden-death opponents. 
The Japanese star is trying to 
match Arnold Palmer’s record 
of three straight victories. 
Palmer accomplished the feat 
from 1961-63.

GOLF
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