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The Associated Press

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — Nobody in French his-
tory has won more Olympic 
gold medals than Martin 
Fourcade. Nobody has won 
more gold medals so far at the 
PyeongChang Winter Games 
than the French biathlete.

Yet Fourcade refused to make 
the night about himself despite 
anchoring France to a come-
from-behind victory Tuesday 
in the biathlon mixed relay. 
It was his third gold medal in 
PyeongChang, and the fifth in 
his decorated career.

“Tonight it is a big win for 
the team and all of the crew,” 
Fourcade said. “There is nothing 
that means more than when you 
can share (the gold) with your 
teammates. That is something 
that is incredible.”

The 29-year-old Fourcade’s 
fifth Olympic title moved him 
past fencers Christian D’Oriola 
and Lucien Gaudin for the most 
in French history in either the 
Summer or Winter Games.

“He’s just incredible,” team-
mate Simon Desthieux said.

Fourcade was coming off a 
narrow photo-finish decision 
over Germany’s Simon Schempp 
in the mass start Sunday.

While this race wasn’t as dra-
matic, it was no less impressive.

Fourcade was at his best, eras-
ing a nearly 38-second deficit on 
the last leg of the relay by hitting 
all 10 shots with his .22 caliber 
rifle to help the French team 
of Marie Dorin Habert, Anais 

Bescond and Desthieux catch 
the Germans.

Arnd Peiffer, a late replace-
ment for Schempp as the 
German anchor, inherited the 
huge lead but struggled to hit his 
targets on the final two shoots. 
Germany, which had three gold 
medals in the biathlon coming 
into the event — including one by 
Peiffer — finished off the podium 
in fourth place.

Fourcade had enough of a lead 
at the end to wave the French flag 
as he crossed the finish line for his 
team in 1 hour, 8 minutes and 34.3 
seconds, more than 20 seconds 
ahead of second-place Norway. 
Italy took the bronze.

Bescond said she thought her 
heart was going to explode in her 
chest watching Fourcade finish.

“Now we have that really big 
satisfaction to do that together, 
for all the French team and all the 
people who cheer us,” Bescond 
said. “So it’s big satisfaction.”

Said Fourcade: “We often say 
that we are doing an individual 
sport but we are living more than 
220 days a year together as a team. 
Winning this medal together is 
something really emotional and 
we really enjoy it.”

It was a blown opportunity for 
Germany, which appeared to be a 
lock for a medal when Peiffer went 
off with a significant lead. But he 
not only let Fourcade get by him, 
but also the Norwegians and the 
Italians.

“Martin was good and I was 
not good,” Peiffer said. “I was not 
good on the track and not good on 

the range. I am really disappointed 
by my performance.”

There was some controversy 
over third place as the Germans 
believed Italian anchor Dominik 
Windisch illegally crossed over 
into Peiffer’s corridor on the 
stretch run.

However, the International 
Biathlon Union reviewed the race 
and ruled that Windisch didn’t 
break any rules.

“I didn’t expect another result 
because my experience is there is 
not so much courage to change 
positions of the medal table,” 
Peiffer said. “Dominik was faster 
but he broke a rule and now there 
is no consequence. And that’s not 
good for the future because now 
every athlete thinks they can 
change the corridor.”

More gold for French biathlete
Fourcade leads  
relay team to Winter 
Games victory

Martin Fourcade of France takes off from the shooting range during Tuesday’s mixed relay biathlon at the 2018 
Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, South Korea. [AP PHOTO / GREGORIO BORGIA]

in two section finals alongside 
classmate Taylor Collins — netted 
16 on four 3s.

Collins, sophomore Giavanna 
Delahunt and junior Kelsey Wands 
cleaned the boards and played key 
roles on defense as the Warriors 
overcame a 15-point deficit in the 
first half to win the season series 
over foe New Hartford 2-1.

“It feels really good to play 
another day with your team-
mates,” Snow said, “especially 
with it being a rivalry game.”

Mike Callan, coach of the Tri 
Valley League Colonial cham-
pion Spartans (14-7), was again 
led by versatile point guard 

Kaia Henderson. The eighth-
grader, already one of the most 
prolific scorers in the area, scored 
one shy of her average with 24 
points.

“Kaia is just so tremendously 
quick. I can’t imagine playing 
against her another four years. I 
might retire, actually, or try to get 
in a different conference,” Scott 
said in jest.

Junior forward Abby Buchholz 
scored 20 points and left the paint 
for three 3s. Freshman Sophia 
Murray added 11 for a Spartan 
team that won 9 of their last 11 
games entering the postseason.

“Coach Callan had them well 
prepared,” Scott said.

New Hartford led 20-13 after 
one as Buchholz nailed a few 
jump shots. Henderson scored her 
ninth point when she put back her 
own shot in a crowded paint in the 
waning seconds.

The Spartans led by as many 
as  28-13 in the second. The 
Warriors, however, closed in with 
an 8-0 run, featuring back-to-
back 3s by Scott and DeMarco, to 
get within 34-29. Buchholz added 
a layup to give New Hartford a 
35-29 halftime lead.

The game became much more 
physical in the second half. The 
Warriors’ defense helped them 
go on a 15-2 run to outscore New 
Hartford 20-9 in the third. Scott 
credited his coaching staff for 
the defensive schemes, crippling 
New Hartford’s offense with a full 

court press and a 3-2 half court 
zone that focused primarily on 
Henderson.

DeMarco gave Whitesboro its 
first lead at 44-42. After New 
Hartford tied it at 44, DeMarco’s 
3-pointer gave the Warriors a 
47-44 lead, and Snow lifted them 
to a 49-44 after three.

Whitesboro led by as many as 
11 in the fourth, converting 19-of-
20 foul shots of a rugged quarter. 
Snow made 9 of 10 foul shots in 
the frame while DeMarco went 6 
for 6 and added a 3. New Hartford 
lost much of its height when Basia 
Mwantuali fouled out early in the 
frame.

Henderson, after struggling 
for much of the half, nailed a 3 to 
put New Hartford within 55-50 
with 3:30 left before Whitesboro 
scored seven of the next nine 
points to all but end it.
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Oriskany  guards Maddelyn 
and Matteson Hoehn, Courtney 
Donahue and Mackenzie Buck 
didn’t do much scoring Tuesday 
night. They didn’t have to.

Instead, they got the ball inside 
to 6-foot-2 senior center Jane 
Fahy and 6-foot-1 sophomore 
forward Aeron Hamm as they 
combined for 47 points, and 
Oriskany advanced in the Section 
III Class D girls basketball tour-
nament with a 54-43 victory over 
Madison in a quarterfinal round 
matchup at Keith Davis Gym.

“Our guards did a good job of 
moving the ball around and get-
ting it inside,” Oriskany head 
coach Reggie German said. “We 
just fed it to (Fahy and Hamm) 
and they went to work.”

Fahy, the only senior on the 
roster, scored 34 points and 
Hamm had 13 for fourth-seeded 
Oriskany, now 17-5 overall and 
playing unbeaten Brookfield 
(19-0) in a Class D semifinal game 
at 1 p.m. Sunday at Onondaga 
Community College’s Allyn Hall.

Top-seeded Central Counties 
League champion Brookfield, 
ranked 11th in the state, advanced 
with an 82-34 win over Poland.

It was the second straight 
30-point game for Fahy, who last 
week scored 35 points — matching 

t h e  s c h o o l 
record she set 
e a r l i e r  t h i s 
season  — in a 
74-35 victory 
over DeRuyter 
in the play-
off opener for 
Oriskany, the 

Center State Conference Division 
IV champion. She also grabed 
14 rebounds Tuesday, helping 
Oriskany beat Madison for the 
third time this season.

In the teams’ last meeting, 
Matteson Hoehn made six 3s 
and scored 21 points in a 67-57 
Oriskany win. This time, German 
said Madison’s defense tried to 
shut down the Hoehn twins from 
beating the Blue Devils from long 
range.

“They played us man-to-
man and our guards were able to 
exploit it,” German said.

Maddelyn Hoehn did not 
score, but she had five assists 
and three steals. Donahue also 
had three assists and Buck came 
off the bench and made both of 
Oriskany’s 3-pointers.

Kayla Usborne led Madison 
(16-6) with 19 points.

Waterville 64, Copenhagen 37

Kathleen Gallagher and Sophie 
Wittenbeck scored 17 points each 
and Molly Williams had 10 points 
to lead state-ranked No. 16 and 
third-seeded Waterville (17-4) to 
a Section III Class D quartterfinal 

win over Copenhagen (14-8). 
Waterville plays second-seeded 
and state-ranked No. 4 Sackets 
Harbor in a semifinal game at 
2:45 p.m. Sunday at Onondaga 
Community College’s Allyn Hall.

Little Falls 60,  
Sauquoit Valley 53

Arielle Raux scored 21 points 
and Claire Connolly added 11 
as  second-seeded Little Falls 
(18-4) beat Sauquoit Valley 
(11-10) in a Section III Class C 
quarterfinal.  Olivia Langdon 
had nine points and 13 rebounds, 
Geena Morotti grabbed 11 
rebounds and Nicole Failing had 
five assists and four steals for the 
Mounties, who play third-seeded 
Weedsport (18-4) in a semifinal 
game at 6:30 p.m. Sunday at 
Onondaga Community College’s 
Allyn Hall. Sauquoit Valley junior 
Allison Moreau scored 32 points.

Westhill 64, Oneida 54

State-ranked No. 10 Westhill 
(19-3) led by 12 at halftime and 
knocked off No. 23 Oneida 
(18-4) in a Section III Class B 
quarterfinal game at Oneida 
High School. Lauren Skibitski 
scored 17 points, Sydney 
Lusher had 15 points and four 
assists, Ella Rainbow added 10 
points and seven rebounds and 
Julianna Cavanagh also scored 
10 points for Tri Valley League 
division champion Oneida.

Weedsport 77, Cooperstown 68

W e e d s p o r t  s c o r e d  2 8 
third-quarter points and 
third-seeded Warriors (18-4) 
held on to beat Center State 
Conference Division III cham-
pion Cooperstown (15-6) in 
the Section III Class C quar-
terfinals. Cooperstown’s Julie 
Ford, the senior center who has 
signed with Division I UAlbany, 
scor5ed 28 points and had 14 
rebounds and eight blocks. 
Kate Trosset had 16 points 
and five assists and Sammy 
Wehner blocked 10 shots for 
the Hawkeyes.

West Genesee 75, RFA 34

State-ranked No. 18 West 
Genesee (17-4) led 29-4 after 
one quarter en route to a Section 
III Class AA quarterfinal win 
over Rome Free Academy 
(9-12). Kelsey McCaskill scored 
11 points and Ishmarai Hamid 
had 10 for the Black Knights.

Thousand Islands 64,  
West Canada Valley 28

T o p - s e e d e d  a n d  s t a t e -
ranked No. 6 Thousand Islands 
improved to 19-2 overall with 
its Section III Class C quarter-
final win over CSC Division II 
co-champion West Canada 
Valley (14-8). Abby Gorinshek 
led the Indians with nine 
points.

Oriskany girls advance to ‘D’ semifinals
Fahy, Hamm go to  
work in the paint for CSC 
Division IV champs

Fahy

Visit uticaOD.com for a 
photo gallery and video 
from Tuesday’s New 
Hartford vs. Whitesboro 
girls basketball game.

By Ron Moshier 
rmoshier@uticaod.com

Here we go again. For the third 
time in the last three years, Tri 
Valley League rivals Whitesboro and 
Notre Dame will meet in the Section 
III Class A boys basketball playoffs.

While top-seeded and state-
ranked No. 16 Notre Dame was
having no trouble cruising to a 
99-49 romp over East Syracuse-
Minoa at Michael J. Walsh 
Gymnasium, Whitesboro was up
north, rallying for a last-second, 
54-52 victory over fourth-seeded
Indian River (16-5).

Junior Tom Morreale was the hero
there — his rebound and put-back 
giving Whitesboro (15-6) the win, 
setting up a semifinal showdown
with Notre Dame (18-3) at 5:30 p.m.
Friday at Onondaga Community
College’s SRC Arena.

Whitesboro trailed 52-45 with 
less than three minutes remaining,
but the Warriors scored the last nine 
points, including a 3-pointer by Joey 
Panuccio and fastbreak layup by 
Zach Britt.

Morreale scored 20 points and 
Britt had 12 for the Warriors, 
who will try to avenge 67-61 and 
71-55 regular-season losses to
Notre Dame. The Jugglers beat 
Whitesboro twice last year, but their
season ended with a 63-61 loss to
the Warriors.

“We’re taking it one game at a 
time and Notre Dame just hap-
pens to be the next opponent,”
Whitesboro coach Garrett Herthum
said. “In order to get where we want 
to go, you’ve got to beat the best and
right now, they’re the best.”

Guard Jaylen Warmack scored 29
points, Treijen Garrett added 21 and 
Nick Courto had 12 in Notre Dame’s 
50-point victory over ES-M.

Nottingham 85, RFA 81

Rome Free Academy’s T.J. Behlin 
scored 19 of his 27 points in the first
half but the second-seeded Black
Knights (17-4) were knocked out 
of the Section III tournament with
a Class AA quarterfinal loss to sev-
enth-seeded Nottingham (14-7).

Homer 56, Oneida 46

Fifth-seeded Homer (16-5) lim-
ited Oneida (9-13) to 16 second-half 
points en route to a Section III Class 
B quarterfinal win. John Jones 
scored 16 points and Alex Vaccaro
had 14 for Oneida.

Cooperstown 87, Herkimer 57

Jack Lambert had 28 points and 
eight assists and two-time defend-
ing Section III Class C champion
Cooperstown (19-3) advanced with
a quarterfinal win over Herkimer.
Freshman Spencer Lewis scored 22
points, center Owen Kennedy had 17 
points, 14 rebounds and five blocks
and Calvin Sandler had six assists
for the second-seeded and state-
ranked No. 12 Hawkeyes, who play
third-seeded West Canada Valley 
in a semifinal game at 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Onondaga Community 
College’s SRC Arena.

West Canada Valley 74,  
Cato-Meridian 71

Senior forward Cory Collard’s
career-high 26 points and 13 
rebounds led West Canada Valley 
(19-3) to a Section III Class C quar-
terfinal win over Cato-Meridian 
(15-7). Paul Ward scored 17 
points for West Canada Valley. 

Oriskany 68, DeRuyter 63

Senior Ricky Phelps scored 31 
points — he was 12 for 13 from the
foul line — and had eight rebounds
and eight assists as second-seeded
Oriskany (20-2) extended its win-
ning streak to 15 games with a win 
in the Section IIIII Class D quar-
terfinals. Aaron Warcup had 17
points and 13 rebounds for the CSC
Division IV champions, who play 
the winner of today’s Waterville at
Madison game in a semifinal game
at 12:45 p.m. Saturday at Onondaga 
Community College’s SRC Arena.

Warriors 
pull out 
playoff 
victory
Morreale’s last-second 
basket sets up showdown 
with Notre Dame


